H984

the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and pre-
venting American families from seeing
a 22 percent tax hike next year.

As the President stated last night
and in his inauguration address, the
golden age of America is just begin-
ning. I have never been more thankful
to have a President who isn’t afraid to
keep his promises to the American peo-
ple and to fight tooth and nail to put
American Families first. I thank Presi-
dent Trump for his leadership. I look
forward to working with him and his
administration to deliver policies that
deliver for American families and
usher in a new era of American great-
ness.

FAREWELL TO RILEY PAGETT

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, the Big
First District of Kansas is the third
largest ag-producing district in the
country. Agriculture is the key compo-
nent of our DNA, and it is in our blood.
It is a lifeline for many of the commu-
nities I represent. When I was elected
to Congress, I knew that I needed a
team who understood Kansas agri-
culture and who would fight relent-
lessly for the farmers, ranchers, and ag
producers in my district.

The Lord provided abundantly by in-
troducing me and my chief of staff to
Riley Pagett. Riley grew up in Wood-
ward, Oklahoma, but he was born in
the Big First District in Liberal, Kan-
sas. Growing up on his family’s farm
and ranch, Riley’s leadership skills de-
veloped early on. He was involved in
FFA, serving as a State officer for
Oklahoma and eventually as the na-
tional president of the organization.

After graduating from OKklahoma
State, Riley moved to Washington,
D.C., to work for then-Chairman LUCAS
on the House Agriculture Committee.
There he was part of the 2014 farm bill
and later spent a few months with Sen-
ator LANKFORD before serving as the di-
rector of advocacy and government re-
lations for the national FFA organiza-
tion.

He would go on to serve in the first
Trump administration as the chief of
staff of USDA’s Office of Partnerships
and Public Engagement for almost 2
years before joining my team as my ag-
riculture staffer, legislative director,
and deputy chief of staff.

Riley has excelled in these roles and
has been a key player in helping me es-
tablish the Congressional FFA Caucus,
craft sound food and farm policy, and
fight for Kansas priorities in the next
farm bill. Those who know Riley know
that that just scratches the surface of
who he is.

Riley is an incredible friend, a loyal
advocate and mentor for his team-
mates and colleagues, a proud son, a
champion for agriculture, a caring fa-
ther to his kids, Blakely and Ford, a
loving husband to his wife, Lauren, and
most importantly a man with a deep
love for the Lord.

Next week, Riley will start a new en-
deavor in the second Trump adminis-
tration at USDA. There are few words
to describe how much he will be missed
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at 344 Cannon and the Big First, but
Audrey and I cannot be more proud of
him or grateful for his service to our
district and to the team.

Team Mann will be praying over this
next chapter for him and Lauren and
cheering him on every step of the way.
I thank Riley for his service. Godspeed.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF SCOTT KRAUSE

(Mr. CISCOMANI of Arizona was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Tucson Fire Department Battalion
Chief Scott Krause, who dedicated over
three decades of his career in service to
our community.

Chief Krause joined the fire depart-
ment in June of 1982, answering the
call to serve with courage, commit-
ment, and a genuine passion. Over the
yvears, Chief Krause rose through the
ranks, earning the respect of his col-
leagues through his leadership and the
gratitude of his community.

From the moment he answered the
call of duty, Chief Krause had a deep
commitment to helping and protecting
those who are in need. Whether he was
battling a fire or mentoring the next
generation of first responders, Chief
Krause exemplified the very best the
fire service has to offer. His dedication
never wavered, and his impact ex-
tended far beyond the firehouse, uplift-
ing the lives of countless people in the
community he so faithfully served.

After 33 years of service, he retired in
October of 2015, leaving behind a legacy
of servant leadership that continues to
echo and inspire. Sadly, on February 23
this year, Chief Krause passed away
while doing something he loved—hunt-
ing.

Today, let us remember not just his
service, but the incredible person he
was: a leader, mentor, friend, father,
and husband. His legacy lives on in the
countless lives he saved and the lasting
impact he had on his community. May
Chief Krause rest in peace. We are all
grateful for his service.

HONORING INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MRS.
ONITA DAVIS

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and recognize the sus-
tained patriotism, service, and invalu-
able contributions Mrs. Onita Davis
has made to enrich the veteran com-
munity in Oro Valley, Arizona.

Mrs. Davis has freely given her time,
effort, and resources to tirelessly rep-
resent critical organizations in our dis-
trict, like Wreaths Across America, the
Military Officers Association, Friday
Pilots, and countless other civic and
veteran-focused organizations.

Earlier this year, my family and I
had the privilege of participating in
Wreaths Across America at the Arizona
Veterans® Memorial Cemetery at
Marana, a deeply moving and beautiful
tribute to those who committed the ul-
timate sacrifice in service for their fel-
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low citizens. It was a touching event,
made great by volunteers like Mrs.
Davis. This is only one of the many,
many events and programs that she fo-
cuses on and events that she has led in
the community.

Mrs. Davis and her husband, Ed, have
also served as past officers in The
American Legion Post 132, which has
received multiple State and national
awards for services to veterans during
her tenure. Her unwavering dedication
to our Nation’s heroes has left an en-
during impact, ensuring that veterans
in our community receive the recogni-
tion, respect, and support that they de-
serve for their service to our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mrs. Davis for
her steadfast devotion to our veterans
and to our community.

CONGRATULATING SALPOINTE’S WOMEN’S
SOCCER TEAM

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Salpointe
women’s soccer team for an amazing
feat—sweeping the 4A soccer State
championship.

For a school to win this many cham-
pionships is impressive, but in this case
we are very, very proud specifically of
our women’s soccer team at Salpointe.

The number two ranked women’s
team beat top seed Prescott 1-0 in a
thrilling game to claim their fourth
State title in the last 5 years. Seniors
Gianna Estavillo and Emma Veliz com-
bined for the Lancers’ lone goal at the
7Tl-minute mark, which proved to be
enough for the win.

The victory is Kelly Pierce’s sixth
State championship as a coach, build-
ing on the impressive two titles she
won as a player. The program now has
11 State championships, a truly re-
markable achievement.

CONGRATULATING THE SALPOINTE MEN’S
SOCCER TEAM

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the men’s
Salpointe soccer team for their impres-
sive season and also their State cham-
pionship.

In this game, there was no shortage
of goals. At half time, the game was
tied at 2-2, but in the second half, the
Lancers jumped into action, scoring
five second-half goals to secure the
win. The Lancers dominated Saguaro
by seven goals to two, earning their
fifth title in a row and 12th State title
overall, all under the legendary Coach
Wolfgang Weber.

The school and community are ex-
tremely proud of the coaches, student
athletes, and everyone who played a
part in this special season. They should
enjoy their victory. I offer my con-
gratulations on their achievements.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess until noon today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 55
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. MALOY) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy and merciful God, You desire
that we return to You with our whole
hearts. May we set aside all that draws
us away from You and bow before Your
throne of grace.

You call us to fast, to deny ourselves
the very things that overwhelm our ap-
petites and satiate our desires. May we
instead strive to quench our need for
You and find satisfaction in Your pro-
vision.

You ask us to humble ourselves, even
to the point that we grieve what we
have become and regret what we have
done. May we repent of our prideful at-
titudes, confess our transgressions, and
discover what You want us to be and
how You call us to serve.

You, O Lord, are gracious and com-
passionate, slow to anger, and abound-
ing in steadfast love. Relent, O God,
from the judgment we are due. Accept
our contrition. We rend our hearts.
Spare Your people and take pity on us,
and restore us to the joy of Your salva-
tion.

In Your benevolent name, we offer
our prayers.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the passing of the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. TURNER), the whole number
of the House is 432.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
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for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

CONGRATULATING PRESIDENT
DONALD J. TRUMP

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I congratulate Presi-
dent Donald Trump for an inspiring
speech to the Nation last night.

WELCOMING MARY BLYTHE THOMAS

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, last Wednesday, on
February 26, Lexington County, South
Carolina, grew by one as Byron and Re-
becca Thomas joyfully welcomed their
beautiful daughter, Mary Blythe
Thomas, into the world.

Born at 5:07 p.m., weighing 7 pounds,
14 ounces, and measuring 21 inches
long, Mary Blythe entered a loving and
nurturing home and community.

I am grateful for her father, Byron, a
dedicated, long-term staff member of
the Second Congressional District’s
Midlands office, serving as director of
outreach. He simultaneously serves as
a city of Cayce councilmember.

Mary Blythe is blessed to be born
into a home that will foster and guide
her to a bright and fulfilling future, in-
cluding her five wonderful grand-
parents, Jeff and Vickey Thomas, Lana
Thomas, and Bruce and Nancy Pope.

On behalf of my wife, Roxanne, and
our entire family and staff, best wishes
and warmest regards to Byron, Re-
becca, and Mary Blythe. May the years
ahead be filled with joy, love, and
blessings.

HONORING LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise to offer sym-
pathy to the family of Congressman
Lincoln Diaz-Balart. America has been
blessed with the service of the extended
Diaz-Balart family to the people of the
United States.

———

HONORING DAVID DEPETRILLO

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MAGAZINER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life and legacy
of David DePetrillo, a tireless cham-
pion for Rhode Island.

For over three decades as our State’s
tourism director, David made it his
mission to showcase the best of Rhode
Island, including our historic land-
marks, small businesses, and stunning
coastlines.

To him, this work wasn’t just a job.
It was his way of life. He helped people
across the country and the world see
what Rhode Islanders have always
known, that there is no place like the
Ocean State.

Under his leadership, tourism became
a major economic driver, creating
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thousands of jobs and boosting local
businesses. He is perhaps best remem-
bered for the iconic ‘‘Biggest Little
State in the Union” campaign, which
cemented Rhode Island’s place on the
map.

David’s vision lives on in the bustling
streets of Providence and the wel-
coming small businesses of South
County.

My heart goes out to his wife, Jean,
all of his brothers and sisters, and all
who were lucky enough to know and
love him.

May his legacy endure, and may he
rest in peace.

——
WILSON STUDENTS VISIT

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize the
students who are participating in the
incredible Gentleman’s Agreement pro-
gram in Wilson County Schools of
North Carolina.

Through the program, they engage in
mentorship and Ileadership develop-
ment.

During a visit to the U.S. Capitol on
a tour with former Congressman G. K.
Butterfield, I had an opportunity to
speak with the group in the rotunda
about what we are doing here and the
possibilities of their future.

It is moments like these that subtly
remind us of how we can help shape the
future by inspiring and motivating our
young people.

Investing in the next generation of
leaders is critical to building a strong-
er future in eastern North Carolina and
across America. I really enjoyed speak-
ing with this group.

———

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I
rise to give notice of my intention to
raise a question of the privileges of the
House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

Resolution Censuring Representative
AL GREEN of Texas.

Whereas, on March 4, 2025, during the
joint session of Congress convened pur-
suant to House Concurrent Resolution
11, the President of the United States,
speaking at the invitation of the House
and Senate, had his remarks inter-
rupted by the Representative from
Texas, Mr. GREEN;

Whereas, the conduct of the Rep-
resentative from Texas disrupted the
proceedings of the joint address and
was a breach of proper conduct; and

Whereas, after numerous disruptions,
the Representative from Texas had to
be removed from the Chamber by the
Sergeant at Arms:
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