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release that my colleagues put out ex-
pressing joy over the misfortune of
hundreds of thousands of people. These
are real people, some of whom I know,
some of whom I have met, and some of
whom my colleagues know. These are
people.

These are people, yet last night,
many people in here cheered as the
President took pride in announcing his
terminations of them.

The Bible says: ‘“‘Do not gloat over
your brother’s day, the day of his mis-
fortune.” Gloating is what we saw.
Gloating is what we have seen. Gloat-
ing is what we continue to see. Cheer-
ing is what we continue to see.

We have seen hand clapping and high
fives over people losing their jobs, peo-
ple losing their livelihoods.

We have seen cheering at the down-
fall of people, cheering as if these peo-
ple are somehow just invisible numbers
and invisible things, cheering as if
these are not people who are paying
mortgages, cheering as if these are not
people who are paying student loans,
and cheering as if these are people who
are not paying car notes or putting
their kids through school or taking
care of their elderly parents or paying
for a wedding or are new parents. These
are people.
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These are people. These are real peo-
ple. These are real lives that we are im-
pacting, and yet we sit in here and we
cheer. We cheer the downfall.

The sad part about it is that regard-
less of how you feel about the Federal
Government, regardless if you feel that
these jobs were unnecessary or
unneeded, even if you feel that way, I
think we can all agree that there is a
better way to treat somebody than
sending a 20-year worker, a 15-year
worker, a 10-year worker an email on a
Saturday night saying you are out of a
job on Monday morning.

There are better ways to run a coun-
try. There are better ways to run a
business. It is not necessary to mis-
treat people that way. You can
incentivize people who are close to re-
tirement to retire early. You can freeze
hiring. You can give people a 6-month,
a 9-month, a 12-month heads-up that
we are phasing out your job, but to get
rid of people in the manner in which
this administration has done it is sim-
ply indecent.

It is, as my 5-year-old son would say,
just not nice. It is not how you treat
people. It is not how we should be
treating people in America. We should
not be cheering and gloating over the
downfall of people who did nothing
wrong but show up to work. It is not
right.

Meanwhile, all of this is done alleg-
edly to save money. Yet, if we were se-
rious about saving money, the Presi-
dent would lead by example and not by
exception. We know that practically
every other weekend the President is
traveling down to Mar-a-Lago on trips
that cost the American taxpayer, on
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average, about $3.5 million per trip.
That is not even including the money
that Members of this body spend in
going to join him down there for meet-
ings that they could have here in
Washington, D.C., for free, but we are
allegedly saving money.

That is the goal. We are not achiev-
ing it because my colleagues are push-
ing a budget that is going to add tril-
lions of dollars to the national deficit
while firing hardworking men and
women while we continue to spend $3.5
million per trip for the President to go
gallivanting to Mar-a-Lago. That is
something that DOGE should 1look
into.

Mr. Speaker, if we are serious about
saving money, they should look into
that. That is something that they
should seriously look at. We spend $3.5
million per trip. Tell Mr. Musk to go
and “DOGE” that because that is
something that is real. That is some-
thing that is within the President’s
power to be able to stop. Yet, we come
in this Chamber and take pride in fir-
ing and announcing the terminations
of hardworking men and women.

PRESIDENT TRUMP IS GETTING IT
DONE FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mrs. MILLER of Illinois was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, it is a great day in America. We
heard from President Trump last night.
Clearly, he loves our country. He is
amped up to fulfill his promises and get
things done that matter to Americans.

Thank God for a landslide victory.
We can only imagine the dreadful con-
sequences if Kamala would have been
our President. I am afraid that Barack
Obama’s dream of fundamentally
transforming our country would have
been complete.

President Trump is getting it done
for the American people, America first
as every President should have been.
Americans have been abused by a
bloated, unaccountable government.
We all knew that taxpayers were being
abused, but the level of abuse to use
the hard-earned money that taxpayers
have had to cough up to promote evil
in our country and to fund terrorists
around the world, it is unbelievable.

Thank God for Elon Musk and for
DOGE to uncover all the waste, fraud,
and abuse. I thank President Trump for
securing our border and deporting the
murderers, rapists, terrorists, and gang
members. I thank him for going after
terrorists. I thank him that we are not
going to be taken advantage of any-
more by unfair tariffs, trade agree-
ments, and funding wars around the
world.

Instead of driving our manufacturing
overseas, I thank President Trump for
incentivizing companies to come back
and create jobs and leave the money
here in our country. I thank him for
incentivizing production, for deregu-
lating so Americans can be creative
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and productive like they want to be. I
thank him for getting our economic
machine going.

Finally, I thank President Trump for
standing up for women, for declaring
that there are two sexes, that we were
created by God, and that we need God’s
help.

Mr. Speaker, I urge our country, as it
says in 1 Timothy, to pray for those
who are in authority. To every child in
America, we agree with President
Trump. They are perfect exactly the
way God created them.

————
CONGRESS HAS NOT ENHANCED
SOCIAL SECURITY IN MORE

THAN 50 YEARS

(Mr. LARSON of Connecticut was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to speak about
the Nation’s number one antipoverty
program for the elderly and the num-
ber one antipoverty program for chil-
dren. That is, of course, Social Secu-
rity.

Last night, in his state of the Union
and over the weekend, the President
and Elon Musk referred to Social Secu-
rity as a scam and a Ponzi scheme. I
don’t believe the people who receive
those benefits believe that Social Secu-
rity is a scam. It is the Nation’s num-
ber one antipoverty program for the el-
derly. Since its inception in 1935, it has
never missed a payment.

It is, for capitalism and
entrepreneurialism, our safety net.
Yet, Mr. Speaker, as you know, Con-
gress has not acted on enhancing So-
cial Security in more than 50 years.
Richard Nixon was the President of the
United States the last time Congress,
whose responsibility it is, did anything
to extend benefits. That includes a
COLA that is out of place, as AARP in-
dicates, as well as tax cuts for people
who continue to have to work after
they retire and then have their Social
Security double taxed. It also applies
for an across-the-board increase for all
of our citizens who haven’t seen that
since 1971.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, there are
10,000 baby boomers a day that become
eligible for Social Security, and that is
why it is so important.

In your district in Illinois, Mr.
Speaker, there are 173,000 Social Secu-
rity recipients: 135,000 of them are re-
tired; 14,900 are disabled; 9,855 are wid-
ows; 4,438 spouses; and more than 8,000
children, but that is not the most im-
portant thing, even though all these
details are important, but the Sixth
District in Illinois receives $323 million
monthly.

Where does that money go? That
money goes to the recipients that I
just listed.

Where do they spend that money?
They spend that money right back in
Illinois’ Sixth District. Yet Congress
hasn’t done anything to enhance or ex-
tend the program in over 50 years.
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Mr. Speaker, we are long overdue for
a vote. We have got a plan that both
expands Social Security across the
board, makes sure that people who con-
tinue to work don’t pay taxes on their
Social Security, and make sure that we
have a COLA that works.

Don’t you think, Mr. Speaker, it is
long overdue for us to have a vote?

If you have a better idea and plan, by
all means, bring it to the floor in this
great democracy and see it work. In-
stead, we see the President and Elon
Musk with their eyes on the Social Se-
curity trust fund because he has been
ordered to come up with $2 trillion in
cuts.

What a coincidence that there hap-
pens to be just over $2 trillion in the
Social Security trust fund. What a co-
incidence that President Trump is call-
ing for tax cuts for Social Security re-
cipients, but doesn’t pay for them, fur-
ther weakening the trust fund that is
already under stress.

If Congress does not act by 2033, there
will be a 20 percent cut across the
board for everyone. If Trump continues
down his path of not paying for bene-
fits, it will be over a 36 percent cut.
There are over 5 million Americans,
fellow citizens, who have paid in all
their life and got nothing back from
the government because Congress has
not acted.

———

DEMANDING TRANSPARENCY, EF-
FICIENCY, AND ACCOUNTABILITY
FROM OUR GOVERNMENT IS NOT
EXTREME

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS of Florida was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to highlight some good
points made by our opinion editor at
Florida Today, John Torres.

He writes: ‘““The pushback over
DOGE’s cuts and the doomsdayers on
social media have me perplexed.

“Don’t we want our tax dollars to
bring back the biggest bang for the
buck? Don’t we get angry when we buy
something that in the end isn’t worth
what we paid for it?

“This shouldn’t be a red or a blue
issue. Everyone, on both sides of the
aisle, should want our government to
operate as effectively and efficiently as
possible.”

He adds: ‘“‘Outrage over Elon Musk’s
email surprised me.

“I couldn’t believe the outrage on so-
cial media and broadcast news because
DOGE asked government employees to
write down five things they did at work
the previous week.”

He adds, ‘‘Here’s a news flash: Any-
one working in the real world has to
constantly justify what they are doing.
From the baseball slugger mired in a
hitting slump to the journalist not
writing enough stories to traffic cops
not writing enough tickets, we all have
to prove our worth. It’s real life.

“I’ve had friends and colleagues over
the years,” he adds, ‘“‘working in the
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private sector, who actually had to re-
apply for their own jobs and then get
interviewed by outside human resource
professionals in order to try and keep
their positions. Many didn’t.”

You can read the rest of that article
on the Florida Today website.

I will continue by saying, we are at a
turning point, a moment when we must
ask ourselves: Do we want a govern-
ment to serve the people efficiently, or
do we want a bureaucracy for the sake
of bureaucracy?

That is the question that DOGE is
forcing Washington to confront, and
from where I stand, it is about time.

For decades, we have watched gov-
ernment agencies balloon in size and
cost, with little accountability and
even less justification. We have seen
waste. Some of it egregious, some of it
so routine that people barely blink an
eye.

Let me be clear: Demanding trans-
parency, efficiency, and accountability
from our government is not extreme. It
is common sense. It is what every hard-
working American does when they bal-
ance their budget, scrutinize their re-
ceipts, or shop around for the best deal.

Consider the recent controversy over
DOGE’s request that Federal Govern-
ment employees account for what they
did that week, as I mentioned earlier.
That is it. Simple thing: What five
tasks did you accomplish?

Tell me, as Mr. TORRES said, who
among us doesn’t have to justify our
work? Why should government be any
different?

DOGE understands something funda-
mental: Washington should work for
the people, not the other way around.
That means questioning contracts,
finding and cutting waste, and making
sure that when the government spends
a dollar of your money, it delivers
value.

Critics argue that some government
contracts canceled by DOGE haven’t
led to immediate savings. Isn’t can-
celing wasteful government spending
before it can be renewed a step in the
right direction?

Shouldn’t we be cleaning house rath-
er than just accepting bad deals be-
cause they are already in motion?

Let’s put it in terms we can all un-
derstand: If you saw a suspicious
charge on your credit card, would you
just shrug it off and pay for it? I think
not. You would demand answers. You
would challenge it. That is exactly
what DOGE is doing with your tax dol-
lars.
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Let me remind you of something else.
In November, the American people
voted for change. They chose a dif-
ferent direction because the status quo
simply wasn’t working. Now, because
DOGE is doing what it promised, deliv-
ering transparency and charting a bet-
ter course for America’s fiscal future,
some people are alarmed.

The American people deserve a gov-
ernment that works for them, not
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against them, a government that val-
ues every dollar that it spends, a gov-
ernment that for once is accountable
to the people who actually fund it.
That is what DOGE is delivering, and
that is why I proudly support this ef-
fort for transparency and making sure
that every dollar sent to Washington,
D.C., is spent in a manner that makes
us proud.

————

AMERICA IS BACK

(Mr. MANN of Kansas was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 5, 2024, America endorsed the great-
est political comeback in modern his-
tory by electing President Trump the
47th President of the United States.
The country rejected the chaos sowed
by the Biden-Harris administration for
the past 4 years and voted for the can-
didate that could lead our country and
make America strong again. On day
one, President Trump, alongside the
Republican majorities in the House and
Senate, moved full steam ahead to de-
liver on the country’s mandate, and we
are committed to upholding the prom-
ises made to America.

Last night, I joined Members of this
body to hear President Trump’s first
joint address in this very room to the
Nation since he was sworn in for a sec-
ond term. President Trump’s vision
and direction for the country could not
be more clear, and I applaud him for
keeping the promises that he made to
the American people.

President Trump has worked to make
America secure and competitive again.
We are leading on the world stage and
actually establishing peace through
strength. Our border is secure again,
and President Trump is making it clear
to the drug cartels and bad actors that
if they enter the United States ille-
gally, they will be deported. During his
first full month in office, there were
only 8,326 apprehensions at our Na-
tion’s borders. Compare that to Presi-
dent Biden’s failed leadership where
8,000 illegal immigrants were appre-
hended in one day. It is amazing. De-
ploying common sense and actually en-
forcing the law goes a long way.

House Republicans passed legislation
like the Laken Riley Act and the Vio-
lence Against Women by Illegal Aliens
Act that protect American citizens.
That is what Americans overwhelm-
ingly voted for in this past election,
and the work has only just begun.

Last week, House Republicans took a
crucial first step to unlock the process
to advance President Trump’s full leg-
islative agenda. This Republican ma-
jority will not stop fighting until the
President’s agenda is in place. That
means rooting out wasteful, fraudu-
lent, and abusive spending. That means
responsibly stewarding the American
tax dollar and putting those dollars in
places that they can see a return. That
means investing in our national secu-
rity and protecting the safety of our
fellow Americans. It means extending
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