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his wife, Leeann Banes; brother Mat-
thew and his wife, Jessie English; and 
his niece, Leah Banes. 

They would be the first to tell my 
colleagues that his laughter was con-
tagious, his compassion boundless, and 
that those fortunate enough to know 
him were better off for it. 

We honor Kevin’s legacy today know-
ing that his spirit will live on in the 
lives he touched and the causes that he 
fought for. 

May Kevin Banes rest in peace. 
HONORING EDWARD ‘‘MACHO’’ COLON 

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
and legacy of Edward ‘‘Macho’’ Colon, 
a beloved coach, mentor, and commu-
nity leader. 

For more than 28 years, Coach Macho 
dedicated himself to the Westside Lit-
tle League Football and Cheer, shaping 
the lives of countless youth athletes. 

Even in the wake of the COVID–19 
pandemic, he refused to let obstacles 
stand in the way of opportunity, grow-
ing the program from one team to five 
and adding three cheerleading squads. 
However, his impact went beyond the 
field. He wasn’t just a coach. He was a 
role model, a guiding force, and a 
source of strength for so many in our 
community. 

Beyond sports, Macho was a proud 
local businessowner. His restaurant, 
Sandwich’on By Macho, wasn’t just a 
place to grab a meal. It was an exten-
sion of his lifetime commitment to giv-
ing back, spreading joy, and bringing 
people together. 

Macho is survived by his loving wife 
of 33 years, Catherine Rivera; his chil-
dren, Monica Roman, Elliott Roman, 
Kayla Colon, and Rhace Colon; and his 
10 cherished grandchildren. 

Macho’s unwavering dedication to 
lifting up young Buffalonians is a leg-
acy that will live on for generations. 
He made our community stronger, and 
Buffalo is a better place because of 
him. 

May Edward ‘‘Macho’’ Colon rest in 
peace. 

f 

REGULATORY RELIEF, ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE, AND LOWER 
PRICES 

(Mr. LAMALFA of California was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, when 
my colleagues contemplate inflation, 
Members can really boil it down to two 
main drivers of inflation. 

One would be profligate government 
spending. We have a $2 trillion deficit 
the last couple of years, post-COVID. 
We need to get back, of course, to pre- 
COVID levels of government spending 
and get back on a better track. 

Importantly, the other driver is the 
cost of energy because energy affects 
everything from the production side. 
Whether you are in the farm fields, in 
a mine, in a manufacturing plant, any-
thing that is being made requires en-
ergy. 

When you mine those products, take 
those raw materials, and turn them 
into something, there is energy con-
sumed at every step of the chain. 

Finally, delivery from factory or mill 
or whatever to the store shelf requires 
energy. Whether it is by a truck, train, 
or ship, what have you, they are all 
brought here because of energy. 

The electricity in the plants that are 
producing things, sawing up timber, 
milling grain, whatever it is, all re-
quires energy. 

When those costs go up, I would say 
unnecessarily the last few years, then, 
of course, the price of everything has 
to go up. It would not be just at the 
store shelf, but at every step of the 
chain to when it finally reaches the 
store shelf. When people get in their 
vehicles and go get those items or 
order in when they have a grocery de-
livery, it still takes energy to get 
there. 

With these prices driving everything, 
it really isn’t just some abstract, 
where inflation comes from. These are 
the real-life consequences of policies 
that make it harder and more expen-
sive to produce, transport, and buy 
these things that everyday families 
need. 

The Biden administration’s regu-
latory agenda imposed these costly 
mandates on energy production, and I 
am seeing it in my home State of Cali-
fornia, which seems to be anti-energy, 
as well. Governor Newsom and the new 
State legislature are making it more 
and more impossible to locate and have 
fueling stations, as well as California’s 
oil-rich holds it has underground, espe-
cially in that Kern County area. 

Mr. Speaker, the Biden agenda has 
caused these things to go up. These 
rules don’t just squeeze businesses or 
big, evil corporations and things like 
that. They hurt every American family 
and every American’s bank account. 

This week, we are taking action to 
reverse some of the most damaging 
regulations and restore some common-
sense policies that actually work for 
Americans, that will lower costs for 
families, farmers, miners, timber peo-
ple, manufacturers, and small busi-
nesses. 

H. Res. 42 aims to stop the Depart-
ment of Energy’s overreach on house-
hold appliances and commercial equip-
ment. The Biden administration im-
posed stricter efficiency standards for 
making everything from dishwashers 
to industrial equipment. It just drives 
up the cost and makes it more difficult 
for families when they want to replace 
something. 

These regulations limit choices and 
drive up prices. If people want a new 
gas water heater, they are going to 
have to get one that doesn’t fit in the 
same spot as the old one because it is 
going to be a lot thicker from more in-
sulation and stuff in the idea of effi-
ciency. The regulations make it more 
difficult to do that. 

If Democrats take away the gas 
water heaters and gas stoves and make 

them electric, people will have a whole 
other set of problems. 

Outside in people’s yards, my Demo-
cratic colleagues want to ban their gas 
lawnmowers and their gas leaf blowers. 
My favorite is when my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle want to ban, 
like in California, gas- or diesel-pow-
ered generators. 

Mr. Speaker, when the power goes 
out, tell me what people are going to 
power a generator with if they don’t 
have these fuels available and genera-
tors that use those fuels. 

How do people turn a generator on if 
they don’t have fuel to do it? Are they 
going to plug it into a battery or some-
thing like that? What fueled the bat-
tery? What if it is several days, like 
sometimes when we are having these 
ice storms in the mountainous areas 
like what happened in my district? 

These mandates don’t make a lick of 
sense, so we want to have, with H. Res. 
42, the ability for families and busi-
nesses to purchase reliable and afford-
able products without bureaucratic in-
terference and whatever the whim of 
the day is by a stroke of a pen. 

H. Res. 61 seeks to reverse EPA’s ex-
cessive emissions rule targeting rubber 
tire manufacturers. Mr. Speaker, can 
you believe that? The mandate drove 
up the cost of manufacturing tires, 
making essential goods more expensive 
because a lot of things we get come on 
a vehicle with tires, as well as the cost 
of tires on the vehicle itself. 

Whether it is higher prices for tires 
or increased costs for transportation, 
this rule added a burden on families 
and businesses already struggling with 
inflation. Reversing this regulation 
protects manufacturers, safeguards 
jobs, and keeps products affordable for 
manufacturers, small businesses, and 
families. 

S.J. Res. 11 aims to eliminate an un-
necessary rule from the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management that slowed 
down oil and gas development. The 
Biden administration required exces-
sive archeological reports that make 
more energy production almost impos-
sible. 

f 

PEOPLE, NOT STATISTICS 
(Mr. FIGURES of Alabama was recog-

nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. FIGURES. Mr. Speaker, I had the 
privilege last night of sitting in this 
Chamber yet again, and I witnessed a 
lot of my colleagues cheering as the 
President rattled off the numbers, the 
statistics, and the data of how many 
people he has terminated and has laid 
off or fired. Whatever my colleagues 
want to call it, people are out of a job. 

As I sat here, I sat in a little bit of 
amazement because these aren’t just 
statistics that we are talking about. 
These are people. These are real people. 
These are real lives. These are not just 
data points in a spreadsheet. 

These are real families that we are 
talking about. These aren’t just num-
bers in some speech or in some press 
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release that my colleagues put out ex-
pressing joy over the misfortune of 
hundreds of thousands of people. These 
are real people, some of whom I know, 
some of whom I have met, and some of 
whom my colleagues know. These are 
people. 

These are people, yet last night, 
many people in here cheered as the 
President took pride in announcing his 
terminations of them. 

The Bible says: ‘‘Do not gloat over 
your brother’s day, the day of his mis-
fortune.’’ Gloating is what we saw. 
Gloating is what we have seen. Gloat-
ing is what we continue to see. Cheer-
ing is what we continue to see. 

We have seen hand clapping and high 
fives over people losing their jobs, peo-
ple losing their livelihoods. 

We have seen cheering at the down-
fall of people, cheering as if these peo-
ple are somehow just invisible numbers 
and invisible things, cheering as if 
these are not people who are paying 
mortgages, cheering as if these are not 
people who are paying student loans, 
and cheering as if these are people who 
are not paying car notes or putting 
their kids through school or taking 
care of their elderly parents or paying 
for a wedding or are new parents. These 
are people. 

b 1030 

These are people. These are real peo-
ple. These are real lives that we are im-
pacting, and yet we sit in here and we 
cheer. We cheer the downfall. 

The sad part about it is that regard-
less of how you feel about the Federal 
Government, regardless if you feel that 
these jobs were unnecessary or 
unneeded, even if you feel that way, I 
think we can all agree that there is a 
better way to treat somebody than 
sending a 20-year worker, a 15-year 
worker, a 10-year worker an email on a 
Saturday night saying you are out of a 
job on Monday morning. 

There are better ways to run a coun-
try. There are better ways to run a 
business. It is not necessary to mis-
treat people that way. You can 
incentivize people who are close to re-
tirement to retire early. You can freeze 
hiring. You can give people a 6-month, 
a 9-month, a 12-month heads-up that 
we are phasing out your job, but to get 
rid of people in the manner in which 
this administration has done it is sim-
ply indecent. 

It is, as my 5-year-old son would say, 
just not nice. It is not how you treat 
people. It is not how we should be 
treating people in America. We should 
not be cheering and gloating over the 
downfall of people who did nothing 
wrong but show up to work. It is not 
right. 

Meanwhile, all of this is done alleg-
edly to save money. Yet, if we were se-
rious about saving money, the Presi-
dent would lead by example and not by 
exception. We know that practically 
every other weekend the President is 
traveling down to Mar-a-Lago on trips 
that cost the American taxpayer, on 

average, about $3.5 million per trip. 
That is not even including the money 
that Members of this body spend in 
going to join him down there for meet-
ings that they could have here in 
Washington, D.C., for free, but we are 
allegedly saving money. 

That is the goal. We are not achiev-
ing it because my colleagues are push-
ing a budget that is going to add tril-
lions of dollars to the national deficit 
while firing hardworking men and 
women while we continue to spend $3.5 
million per trip for the President to go 
gallivanting to Mar-a-Lago. That is 
something that DOGE should look 
into. 

Mr. Speaker, if we are serious about 
saving money, they should look into 
that. That is something that they 
should seriously look at. We spend $3.5 
million per trip. Tell Mr. Musk to go 
and ‘‘DOGE’’ that because that is 
something that is real. That is some-
thing that is within the President’s 
power to be able to stop. Yet, we come 
in this Chamber and take pride in fir-
ing and announcing the terminations 
of hardworking men and women. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP IS GETTING IT 
DONE FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mrs. MILLER of Illinois was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, it is a great day in America. We 
heard from President Trump last night. 
Clearly, he loves our country. He is 
amped up to fulfill his promises and get 
things done that matter to Americans. 

Thank God for a landslide victory. 
We can only imagine the dreadful con-
sequences if Kamala would have been 
our President. I am afraid that Barack 
Obama’s dream of fundamentally 
transforming our country would have 
been complete. 

President Trump is getting it done 
for the American people, America first 
as every President should have been. 
Americans have been abused by a 
bloated, unaccountable government. 
We all knew that taxpayers were being 
abused, but the level of abuse to use 
the hard-earned money that taxpayers 
have had to cough up to promote evil 
in our country and to fund terrorists 
around the world, it is unbelievable. 

Thank God for Elon Musk and for 
DOGE to uncover all the waste, fraud, 
and abuse. I thank President Trump for 
securing our border and deporting the 
murderers, rapists, terrorists, and gang 
members. I thank him for going after 
terrorists. I thank him that we are not 
going to be taken advantage of any-
more by unfair tariffs, trade agree-
ments, and funding wars around the 
world. 

Instead of driving our manufacturing 
overseas, I thank President Trump for 
incentivizing companies to come back 
and create jobs and leave the money 
here in our country. I thank him for 
incentivizing production, for deregu-
lating so Americans can be creative 

and productive like they want to be. I 
thank him for getting our economic 
machine going. 

Finally, I thank President Trump for 
standing up for women, for declaring 
that there are two sexes, that we were 
created by God, and that we need God’s 
help. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge our country, as it 
says in 1 Timothy, to pray for those 
who are in authority. To every child in 
America, we agree with President 
Trump. They are perfect exactly the 
way God created them. 

f 

CONGRESS HAS NOT ENHANCED 
SOCIAL SECURITY IN MORE 
THAN 50 YEARS 

(Mr. LARSON of Connecticut was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about 
the Nation’s number one antipoverty 
program for the elderly and the num-
ber one antipoverty program for chil-
dren. That is, of course, Social Secu-
rity. 

Last night, in his state of the Union 
and over the weekend, the President 
and Elon Musk referred to Social Secu-
rity as a scam and a Ponzi scheme. I 
don’t believe the people who receive 
those benefits believe that Social Secu-
rity is a scam. It is the Nation’s num-
ber one antipoverty program for the el-
derly. Since its inception in 1935, it has 
never missed a payment. 

It is, for capitalism and 
entrepreneurialism, our safety net. 
Yet, Mr. Speaker, as you know, Con-
gress has not acted on enhancing So-
cial Security in more than 50 years. 
Richard Nixon was the President of the 
United States the last time Congress, 
whose responsibility it is, did anything 
to extend benefits. That includes a 
COLA that is out of place, as AARP in-
dicates, as well as tax cuts for people 
who continue to have to work after 
they retire and then have their Social 
Security double taxed. It also applies 
for an across-the-board increase for all 
of our citizens who haven’t seen that 
since 1971. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, there are 
10,000 baby boomers a day that become 
eligible for Social Security, and that is 
why it is so important. 

In your district in Illinois, Mr. 
Speaker, there are 173,000 Social Secu-
rity recipients: 135,000 of them are re-
tired; 14,900 are disabled; 9,855 are wid-
ows; 4,438 spouses; and more than 8,000 
children, but that is not the most im-
portant thing, even though all these 
details are important, but the Sixth 
District in Illinois receives $323 million 
monthly. 

Where does that money go? That 
money goes to the recipients that I 
just listed. 

Where do they spend that money? 
They spend that money right back in 
Illinois’ Sixth District. Yet Congress 
hasn’t done anything to enhance or ex-
tend the program in over 50 years. 
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