March 3, 2025

Our bill codifies the inspector gen-
eral’s primary recommendation and de-
livers accountability by requiring de-
tailed reporting of any mail transport
crash resulting in serious injury or
death, maintenance of a comprehensive
database of such reports, and annual
public reporting of such findings. Most
importantly, it also establishes pen-
alties for contractors who fail to com-
ply with the reporting requirements.

This is a long overdue bill that will
save lives.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have led
this effort with Mr. COMER. This is
going to save lives. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the legislation of
H.R. 758, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, the Postal
Service is tasked with the challenging
job of providing fast, reliable mail
service nationwide. While they do so,
their safety should be prioritized.

I encourage all my colleagues to sup-
port this commonsense bill that in-
creases transparency into the Postal
Service’s safety record to improve the
public safety throughout our Nation. I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from XKentucky (Mr.
COMER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 758.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———————

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
THE FAMILIES, FRIENDS, AND
LOVED ONES OF THE VICTIMS
OF THE CRASH OF AMERICAN
EAGLE FLIGHT 5342 AND PAT 25

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 153) expressing condo-
lences to the families, friends, and
loved ones of the victims of the crash
of American Eagle Flight 5342 and PAT
25, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 153

Whereas the people of Wichita, Kansas, and
the people of the National Capital Region
have experienced a terrible tragedy with the
loss of 67 lives in the crash of American
Eagle Flight 5342 and U.S. Army flight
callsign “PAT 25” near Ronald Reagan
Washington National Airport outside of
Washington, District of Columbia, on Janu-
ary 29, 2025;

Whereas many of the victims of the crash
were residents of, or connected to, Wichita,
Kansas, colloquially known as the ‘“Air Cap-
ital of the World” for the city’s historic role
in aviation; and
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Whereas many Federal, State, and local of-
ficials have cooperated to respond to the
emergency, investigate the accident, and
provide assistance to families devastated by
the loss of loved ones: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses condolences to the families,
friends, and loved ones of the victims of the
crash of American Eagle Flight 5342 and PAT
25;

(2) honors those who lost their lives, in-
cluding Franco Aparicio, Luciano Aparicio,
Sarah Lee Best, Brielle Beyer, Justyna
Beyer, Jonathan D. Boyd, Jonathan Jay
Campos, James ‘“‘Tommy” Thomas Clagett
Jr., Chris Collins, Casey Laurance Crafton,
Pete "PJ” Diaz, Kiah Duggins, Chief Warrant
Officer Andrew Loyd Eaves, Danasia Brown
Elder, James ‘‘Brian’’ Ellis, Ian Douglas Ep-
stein, Lindsey Denae Fields, Jinna Han, Jin
Han, Cory Haynos, Stephanie Haynos, Roger
Haynos, Alexander ‘‘Alex’ Gordon Huffman,
Asra Hussain-Raza, Steve Johnson, Julia
Kay, Sean Kay, Elizabeth Anne Keys,
Alexandr ‘‘Sasha’ Kirsanov, Spencer Lane,
Christine Conrad Lane, Samuel ‘“‘Sam’ Wal-
ter Lilley, Alydia Steele Livingston, Everly
Pearl Livingston, Donna Livingston, Peter
Livingston, Captain Rebecca M. Lobach,
Pergentino Noble Malabed Jr., Grace Max-
well, Charles Douglas McDaniel, Dustin Mi-
chael Miller, Melissa Jane Nicandri, Staff
Sergeant Ryan Austin O’Hara, Vikesh Patel,
Jesse Jameson Pitcher, Robert ‘“‘Rob” Alan
Prewitt, Lori Ann Girard Schrock, Robert
“Bob” Ryan Schrock, Wendy Jo Shaffer,
Evgenia Shishkova, Vadim Naumov, Michael
“Mikey” Bret Stovall, Olesya Taylor, Olivia
Ter, Inna Volyanskaya, Angela Yang,
Zheheng ‘‘Lily” Li, Edward Zhou, Yu Zhou,
Kaiyan Mao, and 7 others.

(3) expresses sympathies to the people of
Wichita, the entire state of Kansas, the Na-
tional Capital Region, the Nation, and the
multiple countries who grieve for the vic-
tims; and

(4) commends the heroic actions of the
first responders, emergency services per-
sonnel, and all those who aided in the recov-
ery efforts in freezing waters.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MANN) and the gentle-
woman from Kansas (Ms. DAVIDS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material into the
RECORD on H. Res. 153.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 153, which expresses condo-
lences to the families, friends, and
loved ones of the victims of the crash
of American Flight 5342 and PAT 25.

This is a bipartisan resolution to
honor the 67 lives that were lost during
the tragic collision that occurred over
the Potomac River on January 29, 2025.

January 29 is typically a day of cele-
bration in Kansas. From Manhattan to
Goodland, Topeka to Liberal, Kansas
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City to Dodge City, Kansans come to-
gether to celebrate the rich history of
Kansas and the anniversary of our
statehood.

January 29, 2025, changed the mean-
ing of this day for Kansas and for the
country forever. The world lost 67
bright, innocent lives that day, and I
speak for all Americans when I say
that this is a day that we will never
ever forget.

When we celebrate Kansas Day in
years to come, we will also feel the
nudging of the somber emotions
aroused by this tragic accident. We will
remember our fellow Americans whose
lives were tragically lost: farmers, par-
ents, professors, college students with
bright futures taken from us far too
soon.

For more than a century, the United
States has led the world in aviation
safety and innovation. Wichita has
been known as the Air Capital of the
World for more than a century due to
our historic ties to aviation history.
Although tragic accidents like these
are rare, none of us are strangers to the
hazards involved in man’s pursuit of
flight.

We must continue to strive to learn
as much as we can about this accident
so that it never ever happens again.

H. Res. 153 also lauds the heroism
displayed by the many local, State, and
Federal officials who sprang into ac-
tion to perform recovery efforts. These
men and women are heroes who dem-
onstrated tremendous respect for the
fallen, working in cold temperatures
and icy waters for several days.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for this
legislation and reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. I rise in support of H. Res. 153,
expressing condolences to the families,
friends, and loved ones of the victims
of the plane crash of American Eagle
Flight 5342 and U.S. Army call sign
PAT 25, introduced by my colleagues
from Kansas, Representatives RON
ESTES and TRACEY MANN. I thank both
Congressman ESTES and Congressman
MANN for their leadership on this mat-
ter as well as the leadership and co-
operation of the entire Kansas congres-
sional delegation.

The last couple of months have been
heartbreaking and trying. It has been a
hard time for our country and the U.S.
aviation system. There have been nu-
merous accidents, with the Potomac
DCA midair collision being among the
most tragic.

At approximately 8:52 p.m. on Janu-
ary 29, 2025, American Airlines Flight
5342, flying from Wichita, Kansas, to
Ronald Reagan National Airport, col-
lided with UH-60 Army Black Hawk
helicopter PAT 25 while on final ap-
proach to runway 33 at DCA, resulting
in both aircraft crashing over the Poto-
mac River.

There were no survivors. Mr. Speak-
er, 67 innocent lives were lost: 60 pas-
sengers, 4 flight crew, and 3 Army sol-
diers.
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There is no one in my home State
who hasn’t been deeply affected by this
tragedy. Kansas is known as the Air
Capital of the World, a place where
aviation is not just an industry, but a
way of life. The passengers on Flight
5342 were our neighbors, our coworkers,
and our loved ones.

We are forever grateful for the more
than 300 first responders who arrived
almost immediately on the scene to try
to rescue survivors. Responding parties
initially included Washington, D.C.,
Fire and Emergency Medical Services,
the Metropolitan Police Department,
Virginia State and municipal police de-
partments, and multiple Federal agen-
cies, including the NTSB, FBI, and U.S.
Coast Guard.

Sadly, this and other events stand as
a stark reminder of the complexities of
the national airspace system and that
we shouldn’t take the precious few mo-
ments with loved ones for granted.

We must investigate this accident
thoroughly to prevent this event from
ever happening again and ensure that
aviation safety always remains a top
priority.

With regard to the investigation, we
are grateful to the NTSB personnel
who are actively supporting the vic-
tims’® families through the agency’s
family assistance program. Family as-
sistance is a critical function of the
NTSB and invaluable to those mourn-
ing the loss of one or more of their
loved ones.

In times of tragedy, it can be dif-
ficult to sort through the torrent of
emotions—sadness, rage, loneliness,
and regret. While counseling cannot
bring back the loved ones lost, it can
help survivors process the storm and
maybe, just a little bit, blunt some of
the pain.

The NTSB is also leading the acci-
dent investigation itself. The agency
deployed over 40 investigators along-
side the Coast Guard, FBI, dive teams,
and the Army Corps of Engineers to aid
in the recovery and analysis.

Aside from the wreckage of both air-
craft and the personal effects of the
victims, the agency has recovered the
recording devices from both aircraft,
and they are being analyzed by NTSB
experts.

This effort also extended far beyond
the NTSB’s personnel. Hundreds of gov-
ernment employees are supporting this
investigative mission, including em-
ployees from the FAA, FBI, and De-
partment of Transportation.

As a Member of Congress and as a
citizen who cares deeply for U.S. avia-
tion, I am proud of those public serv-
ants and grateful for their sense of
duty and sacrifice.

Even though we all want answers, we
must resist the urge to speculate on
the causes of aviation accidents and
allow the NTSB to complete its work.
Aviation safety is dependent on a sta-
ble operating environment and tech-
nical analysis. I, for one, would like to
trust the experts as they continue
their mission to make the skies safer.
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When the final report comes out and
the time comes to act, I hope that this
body remembers this moment. We must
do everything in our power, working
across the aisle, to prevent this from
ever happening again. In the mean-
time, let us come together in express-
ing our deepest condolences and agree
to this resolution.

Our thoughts and prayers remain
with the passengers, crew, their loved
ones, and first responders.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. ESTES), my good friend.

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative MANN for managing the
floor time on this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Res. 153, a resolution honoring the vic-
tims of Flight 5342 and Black Hawk
PAT 25 and offering condolences to the
families, friends, and loved ones.

First, I offer my own condolences,
prayers, and support to those who are
mourning the loss of a loved one. While
it has been a little more than a month
since this tragic incident, there are
still no words to adequately express
the heartbreak we all feel at their loss
and no words that can properly console
them. I pray that, in time, God would
give them and all those impacted a
peace that would surpass all under-
standing.

Just as we stand with those suffering
now in their time of loss, we will con-
tinue to stand with them as we con-
tinue to understand what happened on
that tragic night of January 29. I hope
the answers that are uncovered will
help bring some closure to those griev-
ing and help ensure that a tragedy like
this never happens again.

O 1630

Mr. Speaker, as we honor the 67 lives
cut short by this accident, I also thank
the countless first responders who
rushed to the scene to first try to res-
cue and then recover those aboard
Flight 5342 and PAT 25. Thanks to their
tireless and selfless efforts, the bodies
of all 67 victims have been recovered.

Additionally, I extend thanks to the
staff of Wichita’s Dwight D. Eisen-
hower National Airport and to the
greater Wichita community, where
Flight 5342 originated, for their efforts
to embrace and lift up those impacted
by that crash. In towns and cities
across the Nation and the world, count-
less other communities have banded to-
gether to similarly show support to the
members of their community who lost
a loved one on that tragic night.

It is in each home, school, workplace,
and community where each of the 67
victims was known and loved that they
will continue to be remembered, cele-
brated, and honored. As we have
learned more about the individual pas-
sengers aboard the plane, as well as the
pilots and flight crew of Flight 5342 and
the crew of the Black Hawk, we have
come to know how much they meant to
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the people around them and how much
they will be missed.

We commit to honoring their mem-
ory by doing the best we can to carry
out a thorough investigation and make
whatever changes are deemed nec-
essary.

I am grateful to the National Trans-
portation Safety Board, the FAA, the
Army, and all the other involved agen-
cies for the swift progress they have
made thus far and for the work they
are committed to carrying out.

I also extend my thanks to Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee
Chairman SAM GRAVES for his help in
bringing this resolution to the floor
and to all the Members who have of-
fered their support during this time.

The devastating plane crash coin-
cided with Kansas Day, the day our
State was founded 164 years ago. It is
typically a day of recognizing the
State’s heritage and when school-
children across the State learn Kansas
facts and symbols. Beyond the sun-
flower, western meadowlark, and
‘“Home on the Range,” our State is
known for something else not found in
a textbook or school worksheet: our
compassion and care for one another.

Kansas is a special place to call
home. After a tragedy like what hap-
pened on January 29, we not only
grieve with the families and friends we
know, but we grieve for all those who
lost their lives that evening.

More than a month has passed since
the events of January 29, but that is a
date that will be forever etched in the
minds and hearts of the American peo-
ple.

As their Representatives in Congress
and the Representative of the Air Cap-
ital of the World, we come together
today to offer our sincerest condo-
lences to each person who is grieving
the loss of a loved one and to honor the
victims of Flight 5342 and PAT 25.

Mr. Speaker, may they rest in peace.

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. BEYER).

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I add my
thanks and my condolences, and the
very real grief of my constituents and
neighbors, to what has already been
said.

We are here today to honor the lives
lost on American Eagle Flight 5342 and
the brave souls aboard the PAT 25 heli-
copter. Each of them was more than a
passenger and more than a soldier.
They were loved ones—friends, parents,
classmates, children, teammates, and
colleagues—whose very presence made
the world better.

While the flight manifest has not
been shared, from the names that have
been shared publicly, I want to specifi-
cally mention those who lived in the
Eighth District of Virginia. They are
Vikesh Patel; Staff Sergeant Ryan
O’Hara; Olesya Taylor and her daugh-
ter, Olivia Ter; Yu ‘“‘Joe” Zhou, Kaiyan
Mao, and their son, Eddie Zhou; and
members of the Haynos family, Steph-
anie, Roger, and their son, Cory.
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We take time to remember them
today. I express my deep condolences
to their family. I reiterate my heart-
felt thanks to the first responders sup-
porting this effort. They heard the call,
and they rushed out immediately, risk-
ing their lives in the deadly cold and
the icy waters of the Potomac as part
of the rescue operations.

These include the best of Virginia’s
Eighth. They are the fire departments,
emergency management teams, and po-
lice departments of the city of Alexan-
dria, Arlington County, Fairfax Coun-
ty, the city of Falls Church, the Metro-
politan Washington Airports Author-
ity, and the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia.

I would also like to recognize the
Federal agencies working on the recov-
ery and investigation, including the
National Transportation Safety Board,
the FBI, the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, the Coast Guard, the Army,
and all the others who contributed.

I thank those from local jurisdic-
tions, including hospitals, mental
health providers, and even caring
neighbors and support services, who of-
fered on-the-scene support to our emer-
gency responders and who continue to
support those impacted.

Mr. Speaker, mental health is criti-
cally important. I want to stress how
many people have been impacted by
this tragedy and how important it is
that we connect folks to resources and
help.

Finally, I thank all the air traffic
controllers, the MWAA employees, and
the DCA employees who have returned
to their jobs and worked tirelessly to
keep our airspace safe. I know it has to
be incredibly difficult, working in close
proximity to this tragedy and seeing
the recovery efforts while completing
their jobs. My heart goes out to them,
and we thank them for their profes-
sionalism in this trying time.

Mr. Speaker, in sorrow and shared
humanity, I wholeheartedly support
this resolution.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BABIN).

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MANN),
my good friend, for holding this session
for such a great and worthy cause.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in solemn
remembrance of the lives lost in the
tragic crashes of American Eagle
Flight 5342 and PAT 25.

To the families, friends, and loved
ones of the 67 victims, we offer our
very deepest condolences. No words can
ever ease the pain of such a dev-
astating loss, but we stand with them.
We stand with every one of these folks
in mourning and in the pursuit of an-
swers in this tragic accident.

This tragedy demands a full and
thorough investigation to ensure that
no family endures this kind of heart-
break again. The safety of our skies
and the trust of the American people
depend on accountability, trans-
parency, and action.
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Mr. Speaker, let us honor the mem-
ory of those we lost by ensuring that
such a catastrophe never happens
again. I urge my colleagues to support
H. Res. 153.

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. SUBRAMANYAM).

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my colleague from Kansas (Ms.
DAVIDS) for yielding.

On January 29, our community in
northern Virginia was shattered.

Mr. Speaker, 67 lives were taken from
us far too soon when American Eagle
Flight 5342 and Army flight call sign
PAT 25 collided. Many of those on
Flight 5342 called Virginia’s 10th Dis-
trict home, and they leave behind
countless family members, friends, and
loved ones in our community.

I am especially heartbroken for the
children who were on the plane. Some
of them were former Loudoun County
Public Schools students and members
of our local figure skating community
at the Ashburn Ice House and Ion
International Training Center, places
where I have taken my own daughters
figure skating in the past.

To the servicemembers who lost their
lives on PAT 25, we thank them for
their service to our Nation.

To the first responders who rushed to
the scene and worked in frigid and dan-
gerous conditions to save anyone they
could, including Fairfax and Prince
William Counties’ first responders, we
are so grateful.

To the professionals at the NTSB
who are investigating this tragedy to
ensure we learn from it and to prevent
others like it, they have our apprecia-
tion and full support in their work.

Finally, to my constituents, we will
do anything and everything we can to
make sure a tragedy like this doesn’t
happen again.

Mr. Speaker, it will take a long time
to come to terms with this loss, but I
know that our community is resilient.
It has warmed my heart to see how it
came together for us in the aftermath
of such an awful tragedy. I urge all of
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I urge all of my colleagues to support
H. Res. 153, and I continue to express
condolences for all the victims to their
families, friends, and loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, there is still a 1ot to un-
cover about this accident, and we are
confident that the NTSB is reviewing
the evidence so that we can learn from
this accident to prevent future loss of
life.

As we express our deepest condo-
lences and prayers, we join our beloved
Kansas and Nation in mourning the
lives lost. Psalms 34:18 reminds us:
“The Lord is close to the broken-
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hearted and saves those who are
crushed in spirit.”

We 1lift up the loved ones of the 67
lost souls and rest in the knowledge
that no matter the circumstances we
are facing, God is always with us.

Kansas is the heartbeat of the coun-
try, and our State motto reminds us
that we will persevere together
through this difficult time.

Mr. Speaker, by adopting this meas-
ure, we honor the memory of these vic-
tims and ensure that they will never be
forgotten. I urge support of this bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUSTOFF). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MANN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 153.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 41 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
O 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. NEWHOUSE) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

Motions to suspend the rules and
pass:

H.R. 856; and,

H.R. 758.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

SAFE AND SMART FEDERAL
PURCHASING ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 856) to require the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget
conduct a review to determine the im-
pact of the lowest price technically ac-
ceptable source selection process on
national security, and for other pur-
poses on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.
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