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grateful for his unwavering commit-
ment to our community and country.

SENSELESS BONNEVILLE POWER
ADMINISTRATION WORKFORCE
CUTS

(Ms. SCHRIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of millions of people in Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana, I
rise to express outrage and bewilder-
ment at the senseless workforce cuts
by Elon Musk and President Trump to
Bonneville Power Administration, an
agency that is not even funded by tax-
payer dollars but by our utility bills.

Bonneville system operators keep the
lights on. They match supply to de-
mand, whether in a heat wave or a cold
snap. They maintain the majority of
our transmission lines so when we have
a wind storm like our recent ones,
their linemen go out and fix those lines
in the worst weather. These specialized
employees, frankly, are irreplaceable.

The decision by Elon Musk and by
the President to fire nearly 20 percent
of Bonneville workers in the name of
efficiency and saving taxpayer dollars
is not just wrongheaded. It is reckless
and outrageous. It will make power
less reliable and more expensive for our
four States. In other words, it is all
downside, no upside.

We have now seen weeks of taking a
chain saw to our Federal programs and
damage to our grid, national forests,
national security, and, frankly, per-
sonal security. It is time for Congress
to take our power back and protect our
constituents.

———————

MAKING CORRUPTION CRIMINAL
AGAIN

(Mr. LICCARDO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LICCARDO. Mr. Speaker,
make corruption criminal again.

Three days before his inauguration,
President-elect Trump launched the
Trump meme coin. Trump’s partners
and some investors based in China
pumped up the price, making hundreds
of millions of dollars with early selling
while the price was high.

As they sold, though, the price plum-
meted. They duped more than 800,000
Americans, who collectively lost $2 bil-
lion. Welcome to what experts refer to
as a ‘‘rug pull.”

When I was a criminal prosecutor, we
had a different name for this. It was
‘“‘corruption.”

Foreign interests got the best Presi-
dency money can buy. Donald Trump
got richer, and Americans got screwed.

Today, I introduced the MEME Act,
which prohibits top Federal officials
from issuing, sponsoring, or promoting
financial assets, with criminal and
civil penalties.

Mr. Speaker, our public offices do not
belong to us. They belong to the Amer-
ican people, and they are not for sale.

let’s
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.
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FUNDING MEDICAID IS NOT
NEGOTIABLE

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, the Federal Government runs
out of money in 2 weeks.

Republicans, who lead both Chambers
and the White House, have yet to
produce an actual funding plan. In-
stead, House Republicans passed a
blueprint to slash up to $2.5 trillion
from Medicaid.

In my State of Pennsylvania alone,
that jeopardizes care for nearly 3 mil-
lion people, including 100,000 people
struggling with addiction.

In my district, that means risking
medical care for more than 45,000 peo-
ple under the age of 21 and more than
15,000 people over the age of 60.

These are children and seniors, vul-
nerable people who rely upon Medicaid
for their health and for their very
lives.

Negotiations are always part of the
process, yet our duty remains to safe-
guard our children, our seniors, the
working poor, people with disabilities,
and people struggling with addiction.
That is not negotiable.

Our budget reflects our values. Pro-
tecting life, liberty, and happiness are
our values. We must live up to that.

———

HONORING VIRGIN ISLANDS
TEACHERS

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate three teachers from
the Virgin Islands, Ms. Cherise Davis,
Mr. Cornell Hanley, and Mr. Andre
Douglas, for their outstanding con-
tributions and exceptional dedication
to their students and our community.

Ms. Davis, an elementary teacher at
Juanita Gardine Elementary School, is
a committed community leader and an
11-year veteran of teaching.

Mr. Hanley, a special education
teacher at Yvonne E. Milliner Bowsky
Elementary School, has dedicated
more than 20 years to teaching and is
known for his leadership and devotion
to his students.

Mr. Andre Douglas, a mathematics
teacher at Ivanna Eudora Kean High
School, was awarded the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching, one of the high-
est honors in the field.

Each of them has elevated the stand-
ard of education in our territory and
secured a brighter future for genera-
tions of Virgin Islanders to come.
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I thank them for their service.

——————

RECOGNIZING REVEREND DR.
CURTIS THEODORE WALKER, SR.

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to recognize Reverend Dr. Curtis
Theodore Walker, Sr. as Ohio’s 13th
Congressional District Champion of the
Week for his b0-year career in ministry.

Reverend Walker has served as a
minister and pastor at multiple Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Zion Churches
in New York, Connecticut, North Caro-
lina, and Alabama. In 1992 he became
the senior pastor at the Wesley Temple
Church in Akron, which is Akron’s old-
est Black congregation.

Reverend Dr. Walker has been a
faithful servant of God, the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, and
the Beth-El AME Zion Church where he
currently serves as pastor.

Not only is he serving his ministry,
he serves the countless individuals and
families he has pastored throughout
his 50 years of service.

The understanding and compassion
that he demonstrates has served to
benefit not only his congregation but
also society as a whole as his congrega-
tion is made up of dedicated members
of our community who work to spread
the Lord’s message of good deeds.

Throughout his 50 years of Christian
ministry, Reverend Dr. Walker has dis-
played a solemn commitment to the
Lord which encourages all who have
known him to have faith and do all
things for the glory of God.

Congratulations again to Reverend
Dr. Curtis Theodore Walker, Sr., on
this remarkable milestone. I thank
him for all he does for our community.
I wish him many more years of contin-
ued success and dedication to the min-
istry and to our entire community.

———

CUTS TO SOCIAL SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
there is new reporting that the Social
Security Administration has been told
to cut its workforce in half.

Unfortunately, I heard from a con-
stituent who works there who was just
put on a 30-day leave with no promise
to keep their job.

This agency helps keep 364,000 of Vir-
ginia’s seniors out of poverty, supports
over 181,000 disabled Virginians, and
upholds the American promise that if
you spend your life paying into a sys-
tem, the next generation will have
your back.

This agency is already understaffed,
only reaching 20 percent of their hiring
goals.

So why would DOGE do this?
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They want to gut Social Security.

My constituents sent me here to pro-
tect their benefits.

It is clear to me that my colleagues
across the aisle and this DOGE pro-
gram will never stand up against this
administration.

The Democrats will.

As the President and DOGE delay
payments, disrupt services, and deny
these hard-earned benefits, I will push
back and protect Social Security.

———

SOCIAL SECURITY CUTS

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, there
were reports last night that the Social
Security Administration may reduce
their staff by more than 50 percent.
This will affect whether seniors receive
all the benefits that they are entitled
to.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, 10,000
baby boomers every day become eligi-
ble for Social Security. How could they
possibly keep up with that demand
with a 50 percent reduction in staff?

In my district, we have been told
that the Social Security Administra-
tion is closing the White Plains hear-
ing office. That will mean that people
in Westchester and the greater Hudson
Valley will have to drive longer dis-
tances at greater expense to fight for
their benefits, and this is happening
nationwide.

This all comes in the same week as
House Republicans passed their budget
plan that would cut Medicaid by $880
billion.

We were told this President would
lower costs. Nothing I just mentioned
lowers costs, and it actually throws
people’s livelihoods into chaos.

I am committed to making West-
chester and Bronx lives less expensive.

Mr. Speaker, I urge this body to re-
verse course and do the same.

——————

HONORING CONGRESSWOMAN
BEVERLY BYRON

(Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY. Mr.
Speaker, earlier this week, I had the
honor of standing with community
leaders, friends and family to remem-
ber an amazing woman, former Con-
gresswoman Beverly Byron. Ms. Byron
was the last woman to hold my seat in
the Sixth District of Maryland and
honorably served from 1978 to 1992.

“Bev,” as she was known, was sharp,
funny, and wise. She was a true public
servant who always put her country
first. She stepped into her seat in 1978
after the sudden death of her husband,
Goodloe, and she went on to serve for
14 years with distinction on matters
that mattered most to Maryland fami-
lies.

To me she was more than just a role
model. At 92 years old, she was a friend
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and a strong support system. Even in
her last months, she was by my side on
the campaign trail as she was for John
when he held the seat.

As she often reminded me, she would
say: April, remember our rural Amer-
ica. Remember western Maryland is
important. We need our voices to be
heard, and remember our armed serv-
ices and our national parks.

Bev set the standard for public serv-
ice and left a legacy we are all inspired
to follow. She will be very much
missed, but we will honor her memory
by continuing the work she cared
about so much.

Rest in peace, Bev. We have a special
place in our hearts for you.

————
STAFFING CUTS AT THE VA

(Mr. DELUZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DELUZIO. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks
ago we saw more than 1,000 staff being
fired at the VA. Then, this week, 1,400
more staffers were fired at the VA.

Who are these folks?

They support the veterans’ crisis hot-
line. They take care of medical re-
search, studying cancer, mental health,
you name it, and burn pit exposure.

Mr. Speaker, remember that the Fed-
eral Government is the largest veteran
employer in the United States. Around
one-third of all VA employees are vet-
erans themselves.

Yesterday, we learned the Trump ad-
ministration is canceling more than 800
VA contracts.

Do you know what these things fund,
Mr. Speaker?

Getting toxic exposed veterans access
to their records to prove their claims,
cancer care for veterans, and cali-
brating radiation detection equipment.
I could go on and on.

It is a betrayal to attack veterans’
care. We do not send young Americans
off to fight wars and then when they
come back to this country, we betray
them by attacking the VA.

Mr. Speaker, do you want to talk
about fiscal responsibility?

Then go look at the fraud, waste, and
abuse at the Pentagon. Go tax billion-
aires and offshoring corporations. We
don’t do it on the backs of veterans.

This is unacceptable, and we are
going to fight this every way we can.

———————

RECOGNIZING STEVE MARTIN OF
NORTHWEST OHIO

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, there is
always good news in America. It is con-
tained in the hearts of its people.

I rise today in recognition of an ex-
traordinary citizen of northwest Ohio,
Mr. Steve Martin, for his selfless dedi-
cation to our community. Steve cre-
ates community.
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Since April of last year, Steve has
volunteered with I Want to Mow Your
Lawn, a nonprofit providing free lawn
care to elderly individuals, veterans,
people with disabilities, and families in
need.

Through his hard work and gen-
erosity, Steve has completed 30 visits
to care for the homes of Nancy Kinkaid
and Bill Orzechowski, two neighbors
facing serious health challenges.

His service not only maintains their
yards, he has given them peace of
mind, dignity, and the knowledge that
their community cares.

Steve’s contributions exemplify the
very best of the northwest Ohio spirit,
neighbors helping neighbors and lifting
each other up in times of need. His
work reminds us all that small acts of
kindness can have a profound impact.

I am honored to recognize Steve Mar-
tin today. Let’s thank him for his un-
wavering commitment to making our
communities a better place for all.

———

SOVEREIGN TRIBAL NATIONS

(Ms. STANSBURY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, as
you know, there are hundreds of sov-
ereign Tribal nations across the United
States. Since this great Nation’s found-
ing, the United States has signed hun-
dreds of treaties with Tribal nations
and passed hundreds of laws reaffirm-
ing Tribal sovereignty, self-determina-
tion, and U.S. commitments to indige-
nous communities.

However, over the last month, we
have seen and heard from Tribes all
over the country whose Federal funds
have been frozen and their programs
impacted by mass firings, including at
Indian Health Service, BIA and BIE, in-
cluding in my district at SIPI and at
Haskell’s College where faculty and
students have been devastated by mass
firings.

That is why yesterday myself, the
New Mexico delegation, and 111 Mem-
bers of Congress sent a letter to the ad-
ministration calling on them to halt
and reverse these harmful cuts to Trib-
al programs.

These programs are vital to Indian
Country and part of the United States’
solemn Tribal trust and treaty respon-
sibilities. Our sovereign Tribal nations
depend on these programs, and we must
protect them.

——————

HONORING GLYN RAMAGE ON HIS
RETIREMENT

(Ms. BUDZINSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the incredible career of
Glyn Ramage and to congratulate him
on his retirement.

A resident of Millstadt, Illinois, and
a lifelong labor champion, Glyn has in-
spired so many, including myself.
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