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come before this body and guard us 
with Your guiding presence to lead us 
through the wilderness of unease and 
uncertainty, differences and discord. 

Proclaim Your name in our presence, 
that the sound of the name that is 
above all names will direct our ears to 
hear You in the deliberations around 
us and will focus our minds on the im-
portance of the work You set before us. 

In You then, God, will we trust when 
You show grace to those whom You 
have chosen to be gracious. To You we 
will be faithful and not question when 
You show mercy to those on whom You 
have chosen to show mercy, but may 
we be obedient when You send us forth 
to be vessels of that grace and mercy 
even to those whom You have chal-
lenged us to serve, and may we be 
thankful when that grace and mercy 
fall on us. 

Spirit of our gracious and merciful 
God, fall afresh on us as we offer our 
prayers for this day. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. VEASEY) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. VEASEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

FAILING WAR CRIMINAL PUTIN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I attended the Munich Secu-
rity Conference last week where Dan-
ish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen 
correctly identified the Ukrainian war 
as the Russian war in Ukraine. 

In maniacal, murderous efforts to 
resurrect the failed Soviet Union, war 
criminal Putin has oppressed the peo-
ple of Russia, invaded Ukraine, main-
tained occupation of Moldovan 
Transnistria, invaded Ukrainian Cri-
mea, seized South Ossetia and 
Abkhazia of Georgia, and rigged the 
Georgian Parliamentary election, 
which was won by the courageous Sa-

lome Zourabichvili. He virtually an-
nexed Belarus by rigging a Presidential 
election won by Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya and then invaded 
Ukraine twice, where Ukraine, success-
fully armed with Javelin missiles by 
President Donald Trump, has resisted. 

Desperate war criminal Putin has 
confirmed his failing attempt to resur-
rect the failed Soviet Union, threat-
ening the Baltic Republics and even 
Poland. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops as 
the global war on terrorism continues. 
Open borders for dictators put all 
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks 
imminent, as warned by the FBI. Presi-
dent Trump is reinstituting existing 
laws to protect American families with 
peace through strength. 

Our sympathy to the family of the 
legendary Roberta Flack, who will al-
ways be cherished for her loving con-
nection to the American people. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND DR. M.L. 
CURRY 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of a 
true community leader in the west Dal-
las area, Reverend Dr. M.L. Curry. 

For 44 years, Dr. Curry preached the 
Word of God from west Dallas and be-
yond North America, always living by 
the words of his first sermon: ‘‘Here I 
Am Lord, Send Me, I’ll Go.’’ 

Throughout his years of service, he 
went out into our communities lifting 
up the lost, strengthening the faithful, 
and fighting for justice. 

Dr. Curry was a man of deep convic-
tion. He was a true servant, an activist, 
and a champion for the west Dallas 
community. He was one of my first 
friends in the west Dallas area. 

He marched for the homeless and did 
everything he could to help make hous-
ing more secure for vulnerable families 
in Dallas. He was also the president of 
the West Dallas Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance for over 25 years, 
leading clergy in that area to help im-
prove outcomes in the community. 

Today, we remember a man of deep 
faith, deep action, and someone who 
was a man of love. 

Dr. Curry has gone home to glory, 
but his legacy will live on forever. May 
he rest in peace. 

f 

RELIEF FOR VIRGINIA’S FARMERS 
AND LOGGERS 

(Mr. MCGUIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about an important mile-
stone in my congressional career. Last 
week, I introduced my first bill as a 
Member of this body. I introduced the 
Agricultural and Forestry Hauling Ef-
ficiency Act. 

For me, this is a safety concern. On 
the one hand, this bill helps farmers 
and loggers feed and fuel this country 
by helping them move product across 
the Commonwealth of Virginia directly 
from their farms to their processors, 
but the bill also increases transpor-
tation safety. 

Agriculture and logging are two of 
the largest industries in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, combining for over 
$120 billion in annual economic impact. 
However, unlike many other States, 
currently Virginia loggers primarily 
use rural roadways to transport prod-
uct because of weight limitations on 
interstate highways. 

My bill increases the maximum 
weight allowance from 80,000 pounds to 
90,000 pounds on interstate highways in 
Virginia for trucks hauling certain ag-
ricultural and forest products. This 
will ensure a safer and more efficient 
transportation system while reducing 
congestion and fatalities on secondary 
roads. 

I am proud that the first bill that I 
introduced in Congress is very impor-
tant not only for my district but for 
the rest of the Commonwealth. 

I thank Congressman ROB WITTMAN 
for supporting this legislation, and I 
thank the associations that advocated 
for this bill. 

f 

SOLVING PROBLEMS FOR THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address one issue of concern 
to the American people and then an in-
credibly important issue related to the 
district that I am privileged to rep-
resent back home in Brooklyn. 

The American people elected us to 
solve problems on their behalf and to 
address the issues that matter, like the 
high cost of living, to lower housing 
costs, to lower grocery costs, to lower 
childcare costs, to lower insurance 
costs, and lower utility costs. America 
is too expensive. 

We need to build an affordable econ-
omy for hardworking American tax-
payers at home in Brooklyn and all 
across America. That is what we were 
elected to do, to solve problems, not to 
make things worse. 

The Republicans have decided to pro-
ceed with a budget resolution that sets 
in motion the largest cut to Medicaid 
in American history up to, if not be-
yond, $880 billion in Medicaid cuts. 
Children will be devastated, families 
will be devastated, everyday Americans 
with disabilities will be devastated, 
seniors will be devastated, hospitals 
will be devastated, and nursing homes 
will be devastated. 

Democrats are going to stand on the 
side of the American people, and that 
is why each and every Democrat op-
posed these out-of-control, harmful, po-
tential cuts to Medicaid that were part 
of the Republican budget resolution. 
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We will continue to stand on the side 

of the American people to solve prob-
lems for hardworking American tax-
payers to make life more affordable 
and to ensure that in America, Mr. 
Speaker, when you work hard and play 
by the rules, you should be able to pro-
vide a comfortable living for yourself 
and for your family. You should be able 
to educate your children, purchase a 
home, one day retire with grace and 
dignity, go on vacation every now and 
then, and, of course, have access to 
high-quality affordable healthcare, not 
to take healthcare away from the 
American people. 

CONGRATULATING MO BETTER JAGUARS 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-

ute to the 2024 Pop Warner Football 
National Champions for 9 and under, 
and to welcome them to the House 
Chamber. The Mo Better Jaguars 
straight out of Brownsville, ‘‘Never 
Ran, Never Will.’’ 

Throughout the season, the Mo Bet-
ter Jaguars team displayed incredible 
skill, resilience, courage, intellect, and 
determination on the field and off. 

In a year when our local NFL teams 
went a combined 8–26—it is rough to be 
a Jets and Giants fan at this moment— 
the Jaguars did their thing and put to-
gether a remarkable 12–0 undefeated 
season, not giving up a single touch-
down before the Super Bowl. 

During their championship run, peo-
ple from all walks of life, including the 
owner of the iconic Junior’s Res-
taurant came together to support the 
Jaguars to make sure they could travel 
to Florida, participate in the Pop War-
ner Super Bowl, and bring the trophy 
home to Brooklyn. 

What a show they put on. Running 
back Ron Rollock made the play of the 
game with an incredible one-handed 
catch on fourth down to seal the vic-
tory for the Jaguars. 

It was an incredible team effort. 
I thank the dedicated coaches, loving 

parents and families, and the entire 
Brooklyn community for supporting 
these amazing young men. 

I welcome the Jaguars to the House 
Chamber and congratulate the Mo Bet-
ter Jaguars on their Super Bowl vic-
tory. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LOUDERMILK). The Chair will remind all 
persons in the gallery that they are 
here as guests of the House and that 
any manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of proceedings is in violation 
of the rules of the House. 

f 

HAMAS DOES NOT DESIRE TO 
COEXIST 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, in the 
budget resolution document there is no 

mention of Medicaid or any cuts to it 
or Social Security or Medicare, any of 
them. That is a lie that continues to be 
told on this floor and in the media. 
People shouldn’t buy into it and then 
swamp their Member of Congress as a 
result of these lies and have these ag-
gressive townhalls. 

Constituents are being lied to when 
they say this stuff. We are going to 
contemplate this budget resolution in 
the budget reconciliation process, and 
that will be in front of the people so 
they can see. 

I did want to talk about the situation 
in Israel a little bit and Hamas and the 
way they have so brutally murdered 
and abused people there. 

It has been 500 days. It is time that 
we recognize Hamas for what they are 
because they are not wearing any ‘‘Co-
exist’’ stickers on themselves or the 
bumpers of their cars. They do not 
want to get along with Israel. 

The goal in much of that world is to 
destroy Israel. This is what we are 
dealing with. We need to remember 
that as negotiations go forward and as 
we get the hostages back. 

f 

b 1215 

MEDICAID 

(Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak out 
against the Republicans’ latest budget 
proposal, which could deny American 
families of the healthcare they need to 
survive. 

In my district alone, more than 
149,000 people on Medicaid are now at 
risk of losing their healthcare. This in-
cludes more than 84,000 kids and over 
21,000 seniors. Medicaid is a lifeline for 
the most vulnerable Floridians. 

In Palm Beach County, Medicaid has 
allowed Reverend Latifah Griffin to 
care for her 10-year-old son who suffers 
from pain and has severe difficulty 
walking. Her son has cerebral palsy 
and depends on a wheelchair and pedi-
atric extended care. 

In Alachua County, Medicaid has 
meant that Virginia, an adult with a 
disability, has a home health aide to 
care for her every single day so that 
she won’t just survive, but so that she 
can thrive at home, in her environ-
ment. 

These are the people who will suffer 
the most if these proposals move for-
ward. I will do whatever it takes to 
push back and to make sure that every 
vulnerable American has the services 
that they need. 

f 

REPUBLICAN HYPOCRISY AND GOP 
BUDGET PLAN 

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, what we 
are seeing right now is nothing short of 
a great betrayal. Donald Trump, presi-
dent Elon Musk, and every single Re-
publican in this Chamber who voted to 
advance the Republican budget resolu-
tion last night have been looking their 
constituents in the face and lying. 

They want to make cuts to Social Se-
curity, Medicare, Medicaid, and SNAP. 
These are programs that millions of 
Americans rely on to survive. 

They want to tear apart the safety 
net that millions of seniors, veterans, 
disabled folks, working people, and 
over 38 million children rely on. 

They are willing to leave you and 
your families to suffer. After they 
voted for the bill, they clapped about 
it. 

Why? It is because, in a few months, 
they want to pass massive tax cuts for 
billionaires and mega-corporations, 
and they want your children and your 
grandparents to pay for it. This isn’t 
just about politics. It is an attack on 
everybody who has to clock in and out 
every day for work. 

Yesterday, House Republicans want-
ed to forcibly remove me from a com-
mittee for calling out this administra-
tion’s grift, but they don’t have a sin-
gle damned thing to say when it comes 
to protecting healthcare for children 
and seniors. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President and to direct their comments 
to the Chair. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HEART HEALTH 
MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Heart 
Health Month. 

Heart Health Month is a time to 
raise awareness about the importance 
of cardiovascular health and the steps 
that we can take to protect our hearts. 
Heart disease remains the leading 
cause of death in the United States, af-
fecting millions of Americans each 
year. 

The good news is that many heart 
conditions are preventable through 
small everyday choices. Taking care of 
our hearts doesn’t require drastic 
changes. It is about simple, constant, 
consistent habits: staying active, eat-
ing a balanced diet, managing stress, 
and keeping up with regular checkups. 

Beyond personal choices, Heart 
Health Month is also a reminder to 
check in on our loved ones. Encourage 
family and friends to prioritize their 
heart health by scheduling a doctor’s 
visit or finding ways to stay active to-
gether. 

Mr. Speaker, I recognize this month 
as a chance to educate, motivate, and 
take actions because a healthy heart 
means a healthier, longer life for all of 
us. 
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