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RECOGNIZING DAN DRISCOLL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize an exemplary North Carolinian
who was just confirmed by the United
States Senate as the next Secretary of
the Army, Dan Driscoll.

Dan grew up in Boone, North Caro-
lina, and graduated from Watauga High
School. He then went on to graduate
from UNC-Chapel Hill and then Yale
Law School. He has strong roots in
North Carolina’s Fifth District, and I
am confident that many of our area’s
future, as well as the current leaders,
will look up to him as a shining exam-
ple of a salt-of-the-earth public servant
who acts upon principle.

I consider myself immensely fortu-
nate to know Dan. I can attest to this
simple fact: His previous service to the
Nation in the military, as well as his
track record and acumen within both
law and business, are essential assets
that he brings with him to the helm.

He is someone we can count on to
lead the Army in the right way and for
the right reasons. His confirmation
adds to a growing list of wins not only
for President Trump but also for the
entire country, and those wins are not
stopping anytime soon.

I congratulate Dan on his confirma-
tion. I, along with many, many others,
are incredibly proud of him. I look for-
ward to following his work and hearing
of the strides he will make in his new
position.

May God continue to bless Dan, his
wonderful wife, Cassie, and their chil-
dren, Daniel and Lila.

———
MEDICAID

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans are ramming through $4.5 tril-
lion in tax cuts for billionaires and cor-
porations. Look it up, Mr. Speaker. We
are not making it up. So when I hear
people say that is not what is hap-
pening when it is very evident, when
Republicans are cutting $880 billion,
specifically in a committee that works
on Medicaid, where do people think it
is going to come from?

For this Chamber to be able to pay
for the cuts for the billionaires and
powerful corporations, they are 1lit-
erally ripping healthcare away from
millions of our families. Nearly 80 mil-
lion people across the country rely on
Medicaid and the children’s health in-
surance program for access to
healthcare.

Medicaid is a program that provides
prenatal care for expectant mothers,
vaccinations for our children, and
treatments for chronic conditions. It is
a program that ensures that people
don’t have to choose between paying
for their medication and putting food
on the table.
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We all know our healthcare system is
broken. It is inhumane. They can’t do
it alone.

For those who rely on Medicaid, it is
not just a service, Mr. Speaker. It is
the difference between life and death.
Right now, the future of Medicaid is
under threat. It is clear as day when
Republicans cut $880 billion.

Under the budget that many of my
colleagues passed last night, more than
250,000 people alone in my own district
will be impacted. Mr. Speaker, 2.6 mil-
lion across the State of Michigan will
be impacted.

These are not just numbers. They are
our neighbors, our friends, our fami-
lies, and parents who have special
needs children. They depend on Med-
icaid for treatment and medication
that is life or death, for health services
they simply cannot afford elsewhere
because we have sick care in our coun-
try, and we haven’t had the courage to
take on the industry.

Among them, of course, are thou-
sands and thousands of children. I
know seniors and people with disabil-
ities will be at the top of being directly
impacted.

Medicaid, Mr. Speaker, is the pri-
mary source for long-term care in our
country. Long-term care in our coun-
try depends on Medicaid funding.
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In my district alone, I have 22,000
seniors above the age of 66 who rely on
it. Again, many of them rely on the
necessary care and services because of
Medicare, to live in dignity in their
later years.

Without Medicaid, our seniors could
be forced to live without healthcare
protections at the moment they need
them the most.

Make no mistake: Republicans want
to give away trillions of dollars to the
richest people in the world. My col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
want to pay for it by risking the lives
of children and seniors. The majority is
fully aware of what the impact is in
their own communities, but my Repub-
lican colleagues did it anyway because
the majority is convincing themselves
that it is not happening and it is not
going to happen.

We will see. Remember those words
when Republicans said it wasn’t in
there. We will see what the impact will
be on our families.

Please, to all our residents across the
country: Raise your voices and fight.
Fight for our families. Share your sto-
ries. We must continue to demand that
healthcare is a right in our country
and not a privilege. We will not allow
them to fund tax cuts for billionaires,
who can afford healthcare, by stripping
away healthcare for our most vulner-
able.

FEDERAL WORKERS

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, we are not
an experiment for Elon Musk to play
with. We are not. The Trump adminis-
tration’s ongoing attacks on the Fed-
eral workforce is out of control. It is
chaotic. It is harmful.
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Mr. Speaker, two children froze to
death in the city I grew up in because
they couldn’t access housing resources.
They kept calling. At that moment,
though, we were letting go of the HUD
workers who oversaw compliance of the
Detroit Housing Commission.

I see that, within the Dingell VA
Medical Center in Detroit, 28 veteran
workers, some who cleaned the surgical
equipment, were fired yesterday. What
happens?

Cuts to our Federal workforce have
real-life impacts. Dozens of workers
have just been fired, not only at the
Dingell VA Medical Center, but with
our HUD programs, FEMA, EPA, you
name it.

This administration is sending a mes-
sage that they couldn’t care less about
not only our veterans, but the fact that
we have a right to breathe clean air
and we have a right to be protected by
those who abuse their power.

What the administration is doing is
so incredibly harmful that they keep
reversing their decisions, again cre-
ating this kind of chaos that is cre-
ating fear among our families and im-
pacting their services.

Mr. Speaker, these unaccountable
billionaires are coming after all of our
Federal workers, and it is an important
reminder that it is not just a worker,
but that these are individuals. Behind
every single worker is a Federal pro-
gram that helps our families.

————

BLOCKING AND FILTERING
SOFTWARE IS INEFFECTIVE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. MILLER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, today, Senator MIKE LEE and I will
reintroduce the Shielding Children’s
Retinas from Egregious Exposure on
the Net Act, also known as the
SCREEN Act.

The average age of a child’s first ex-
posure to pornography is 11 years old.
Blocking and filtering software is inef-
fective, with nearly 80 percent of chil-
dren and teens between the ages of 12
and 17 being exposed to pornography.

Not only has pornography become
easier to access, but the content has
descended further into violence and
degradation, glamorizing assault, phys-
ical abuse, and nonconsensual acts.

As children become desensitized to
depictions of sexual abuse, research in-
dicates that adolescent users inter-
nalize and emulate these harmful be-
haviors.

Research reveals a list of psycho-
logical effects stemming from modern
pornography on the developing brain
include anxiety, addiction, low self-es-
teem, body-image disorders, an in-
crease in problematic sexual activity
in younger ages, and increased desire
among minors to engage in risky sex-
ual behaviors.

There are 16 States that have de-
clared youth exposure to pornography
to be a serious public health issue, and
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19 States have enacted some form of
website age verification requirement.

The Supreme Court is poised to rule
on the Texas age verification law.
Whether they apply strict scrutiny or a
lower form of judicial review, it is
abundantly clear that the SCREEN Act
is the answer.

We must take decisive action to pro-
tect our children from the scourge of
pornography. I urge the House and Sen-
ate to act swiftly in passing the
SCREEN Act so that President Trump
can sign it into law.

——————

FAREWELL TO KELVIN LUM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, it is both an
honor and a bittersweet moment for
me today as my office bids farewell to
someone who has been a cornerstone of
Team Bera since my first year in office
in 2013.

When Kelvin Lum first walked in
through the doors as an intern, no one
could have predicted the tremendous
impact that he would have not just on
our office, but on the lives of the peo-
ple who we serve.

Over his tenure, Kelvin has been in-
strumental in securing funding for nu-
merous projects that have improved
the lives of Sacramento County resi-
dents. From forging relationships with
community partners, to working be-
hind the scenes to ensure that Federal
resources reach those who need it the
most, Kelvin has played a vital role in
making these projects a reality.

His leadership and dedication have
left a lasting impact on our commu-
nity, from strengthening our infra-
structure and expanding public safety
initiatives, to driving economic devel-
opment that has lifted up families and
businesses alike.

Kelvin has set an example for all of
us of what it means to lead with integ-
rity, to work with passion, and to al-
ways put the people who we serve at
the heart of what we do.

Beyond his official duties, Kelvin is a
mentor and a friend to everyone on our
team and across the Halls of Congress.

While we will all miss Kelvin in our
office, I know that the work he has
done here will continue to have a last-
ing impact. His legacy is woven into
every bill we have passed, every
amendment we have introduced, and
every constituent we have helped.

That said, Kelvin will continue to be
in service of others as the director of
Federal policy at Stop AAPI Hate, a
nonprofit that fights discrimination
against the AANHPI community. I
have no doubt that he will bring the
same dedication and passion to this
role as he has in our office.

Perhaps Kelvin’s greatest accom-
plishment was meeting his future wife,
Nisha, in our office. It is our hope that
Kelvin soon will add to the next gen-
eration of Team Bera. We wish Kelvin
and Nisha the best in this next endeav-
or.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Please join me in thanking Kelvin for
his service to our community and our
great Nation as we send him off with
our heartfelt thanks and appreciation.

———

PROTECT MEDICAID BENEFITS
FOR AMERICAN CITIZENS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. KILEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am calling on Congress today to
protect Medicaid benefits for American
citizens.

There are a number of States that
are using taxpayer dollars to provide
Medicaid to those who are in our coun-
try illegally. These are public funds
that could have been spent providing
care for their own citizens.

Worst of all is my own State of Cali-
fornia, which became the first State in
the Nation, the only State in the Na-
tion, to provide free Medi-Cal to every
single person in our State illegally.

It was recently revealed that this is
costing California taxpayers $9.5 bil-
lion this year alone. Right now, we are
talking about costs over a 10-year time
horizon, so let’s consider what that
cost will be here.

The cost is surely going to grow in
terms of the year-over-year cost given,
A, the rising cost of healthcare; and, B,
increased enrollment. When you are
the only State that is offering this
most generous benefit, it entices peo-
ple to come to your State. Indeed, that
is why it went up 46 percent this year.

That is why, last year, the San Diego
border sector had the most illegal bor-
der crossings of any border sector in
the country for the first time since the
1990s.

When that $9.5 billion cost is factored
in this year and the rate at which it is
going to grow year over year for the
next decade, we are talking about hun-
dreds of billions of dollars that is going
to go toward providing Medicaid bene-
fits to people who are in our country il-
legally. These are funds that could
have gone toward improving access to
care for the most vulnerable Califor-
nians.

Mr. Speaker, I think this is abso-
lutely unacceptable. For all of the
Members who have been giving impas-
sioned speeches about the importance
of protecting Medicaid, joining our ef-
forts to stop this and joining my bill,
the No Medicaid for Illegal Immigrants
Act, is an opportunity to do just that.

IN RECOGNITION OF KATHRYN MANDICHAK ON

HER RETIREMENT

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to recognize retiring Mono
County Board of Education member,
Kathryn Mandichak, for her years of
devoted service to the people of Mono
County.

Kathryn has been a leader in the
local community for over four decades,
serving trustee area 1 as a board mem-
ber for 11 terms.

Kathy was born in Huntington Park,
California, later moving to Mono Coun-
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ty with her husband and three children
from Whittier.

In 1982, Kathy began her service on
the Mono County Board of Education
to fulfill her mission of providing what
she described as a ‘‘good solid edu-
cation” to the students of her commu-
nity.

During her tenure as a board mem-
ber, Kathy continuously advocated for
the support and services of the Mono
County Office of Education and Mono
County Public Libraries.

With the education board also serv-
ing as the county’s library authority
board, Kathy worked tirelessly to sup-
port various local libraries, including
her beloved Coleville Library.

In addition to her work on the Mono
County Board of Education, Kathy also
serves as a commissioner of the Ante-
lope Valley Fire District. As commis-
sioner, Kathy has personified the dis-
trict’s core values of professionalism,
courtesy, and efficiency. She worked to
provide fire-prevention services and
safety education to the people of Mono
County.

Kathy is known by others for her
quick wit, thoughtful guidance, and for
her significant contributions to the
Mono County Board of Education. Her
leadership and continued devotion to
service have been the hallmark of her
career.

It is because of people like Kathryn
Mandichak that Mono County is such a
great place to live, to learn, to work,
and to recreate. Her dedicated efforts
contributed to the overall academic
success of students of the region, as
well as the safety and security of the
people of Mono County.

Therefore, on behalf of the United
States House of Representatives, it is
an honor and a privilege to acknowl-
edge Kathryn Mandichak for her career
in public service. I join the people of
Mono County in wishing Kathy the
very best in her retirement.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Most Holy God, let Your goodness
pass before us. In this day and in this
place, when so much around us blinds
us with contention and confusion,
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