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country, and protecting the American 
Dream is growth moral. It is also the 
next generation not being, as the 
economists keep telling me, the first 
generation to live poorer than their 
parents because that is what is coming. 

Let’s use this opportunity to do hard 
things. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

THREE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF 
RUSSIA’S BRUTAL ATTACK ON 
UKRAINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. HOULAHAN) is recog-
nized until 10 p.m. as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, this 

week marks a very solemn anniver-
sary. It is the anniversary of Russia’s 
brutal attack on Ukraine. 

Three years ago, Russia started this 
war by invading Ukraine, not the other 
way around. 

I repeat: Three years ago, Russia 
started this war. 

I am utterly disgusted that President 
Trump would refute this absolute 
truth. 

I am equally horrified by President 
Trump’s characterization of President 
Zelenskyy as a dictator who does not 
want peace. I was with President 
Zelenskyy just last week in Germany 
for the Munich Security Conference. He 
is an honorable and earnest leader, a 
man who has even offered to step down 
from the Presidency if it would guar-
antee the freedom of his people. 
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President Trump’s blatant lie and ab-
surd insult is a lie directly out of So-
viet-style propagandist playbooks. It is 
Putin who wants to take Ukraine’s re-
source-rich land. It is Putin who wants 
to strip its people of their rights and 
their freedoms, and it is Putin who 
wants to destroy another European de-
mocracy. It is Putin who is a cancer on 
the world, a liar, a torturer, a mur-
derer, and a war criminal. 

It is appalling to see our President of 
these United States, expected to be a 
reliable standard-bearer of democracy, 
align himself and as a result ourselves 
so closely with our adversaries, even 
organizing a sit-down to determine the 
fate of Ukraine without Ukraine at the 
table, and without the input of our Eu-
ropean allies at all. 

Whatever comes out of these meet-
ings will not be a peace agreement. It 
will instead be a Russian power grab 
and an appeasement of war criminal 

Putin facilitated by the United States, 
an illegitimate peace. It is all horri-
fying. It is all infuriating, and it is all 
antithetical to our American ideals. 

As President Trump and his adminis-
tration publicly trash our allies, under-
mine the strength of NATO, and deci-
mate our international aid programs, 
our adversaries are greedily and hap-
pily waiting to fill the gaps that this 
administration is deliberately cre-
ating. 

On Monday, the United States joined 
Russia, North Korea, Belarus, Sudan, 
and Hungary—I will name them again: 
Russia, North Korea, Belarus, Sudan, 
and Hungary—a group of countries I 
never would like us to be associated 
with, in voting against the United Na-
tions resolution condemning Russian 
aggression and demanding the imme-
diate withdrawal of Putin’s forces from 
Ukraine. 

To quote my Republican colleague 
and dear friend, Congressman DON 
BACON: The Trump administration roy-
ally screwed up on Ukraine. 

Another anniversary is fast ap-
proaching. Indeed, on April 20 of last 
year, 101 Republicans voted to support 
Ukraine. I am really glad that Rep-
resentative BACON is speaking out 
about President Trump’s actions, but I 
wonder where are the rest of his col-
leagues? 

I hope that the other 100 Members 
who supported aid to Ukraine in April 
will be as brave as Representative 
BACON and speak out against this ad-
ministration’s ridiculous and dan-
gerous actions. 

I want to emphasize how important 
it is that the American people hear 
President Trump’s own words, see his 
own actions, and be appropriately out-
raged. 

President Trump’s disavowal of 
Ukraine and his cozying up to dictators 
puts us here in the United States at 
risk as well. President Trump’s turn 
towards authoritarianism leaves us ex-
posed politically and economically. 

Scorned allies could pull out or 
change their free trade agreements, 
cause shortages in imported goods, in-
cluding food and oil, pharmaceuticals, 
and more. President Trump cam-
paigned on bringing down costs, but his 
very actions right now are indeed un-
dermining the value of the dollar and 
driving up inflation. 

We have heard over and over again 
from the American people that the 
prices of essential goods are already 
too high, and President Trump’s ac-
tions will only hurt our attempts to 
bring down these costs. 

America’s global leadership also 
helps to keep Americans safe, too. 
President Trump turning his back on 
Ukraine isolates us and undermines 
our strength, the strength of inter-
national institutions, and the security 
networks that work, like NATO. 

This encourages NATO allies to ques-
tion our own alliance and allegiance. 
It, in turn, causes our allies worldwide 
to do the same, and those who are con-

sidering with whom to form alliances, 
and there are many, it causes them as 
well to turn away from us. 

It gets worse. With President Trump 
actually allying himself with China, 
Russia, Iran, and North Korea, these 
countries now seemingly have Amer-
ica’s explicit backing to spread their 
influence, and in some cases to spread 
their force, like we have seen in 
Ukraine. This will undoubtedly cause 
people to flee oppressive regimes and 
create new regimes, who will be in-
spired by this global democratic back 
slide. 

President Trump claimed he was 
going to reduce this kind of migration, 
but the political turmoil he is causing 
will, in fact, make it worse, pushing 
people to seek safety outside of their 
own home country. 

We can’t turn our back on Ukraine 
and the world, and we cannot expect 
that the consequences of that decision 
will not reach our shores. The Amer-
ican way of life is reliant on our global 
reputation and interconnectivity. 
President Trump is doing his very best 
to tear that all down. 

President Trump must reverse his 
dangerous position. He must stop this 
gamesmanship, and he must recommit 
to our longstanding alliances instead of 
realigning ourselves, the United 
States, with dictators. 

I yield now to my esteemed colleague 
from the great State of Ohio, the very 
honorable MARCY KAPTUR. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the Congresswoman so very much for 
allowing me to speak this evening and 
to also thank her for her service to the 
United States of America in our mili-
tary. She knows the cost of liberty. 
There couldn’t be a better Member of 
Congress than CHRISSY HOULAHAN, I 
will tell you that. 

A lot of Americans perhaps in the 
newer generations don’t understand 
what Russia is capable of, so I refer 
them to two books if they are inter-
ested, and I hope they are. One is 
‘‘Bloodlands’’ by Dr. Timothy Snyder, 
now at Yale University, who discusses 
the history of the region that we are 
talking about and what happened yes-
terday at the United Nations. Another 
book is ‘‘Red Sparrow.’’ I would rec-
ommend people don’t read that in the 
evening, but during the day because 
they will learn more about how Russia 
both operates now and has always oper-
ated. 

To give a little history, before the 
collapse of the murderous dictatorship 
that was called the Soviet Union that 
occurred in 1991 and had extended all 
the way from Russia all the way across 
Europe to Germany to East Berlin, 
which has been free since 1991, a great 
President, Ronald Reagan, served this 
Nation. He was elected twice. 

He correctly identified Russia as the 
‘‘evil empire.’’ Ronald Reagan had been 
an actor in Hollywood and fought to re-
move Communists from the ranks of 
the Screen Actors Guild in California, 
where he met his wife. That particular 
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effort by Reagan took great courage 
because he could have been killed. 
That is what it is like to deal with 
Russia as the Soviet Union or the em-
pire now. 

Another Republican President during 
my service was George W. Bush. He 
named Russia and North Korea as the 
‘‘axis of evil.’’ We could add Iran and 
other countries. Never before at the 
United Nations has any U.S. President 
ever stood with the dictators of Russia. 

Those countries that voted with Rus-
sia yesterday are state sponsors of ter-
rorism. Russia understands terror. 
That is what she does. For the United 
States to stand beside Russia, North 
Korea, and Belarus at the United Na-
tions, it is appalling. It is appalling. 

Russia’s atrocities go back hundreds 
of years. During World War II on the 
soils of Ukraine, 14 million people were 
murdered. This is the tradition of 
Putin. If you do not know that, you are 
naive. Wake up. Wake up. 

Even China abstained from the vote 
yesterday. 

Aligning with these countries which 
past Presidents have called the epit-
ome of evil on Earth is shocking. The 
very fundamental purpose of this Na-
tion is liberty. That is why we are 
here. This isn’t some game, and it is 
not about strategic metals or very pre-
cious items that are underground 
somewhere. It is about something 
much more precious—liberty. 

To see that happen at the U.N. yes-
terday, I thought, what have they been 
drinking up there? 

Ukraine is the scrimmage line for 
liberty on the Continent of Europe 
today, and no President of the United 
States should cavort with dictators. 
We have always been the bastion of 
freedom. Our people have died for it, 
defending these ideals around the 
world. Yesterday, President Trump 
cowered and appeased one of the most 
dangerous dictatorships in the world. 
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Mr. Speaker, it is shameful. It is un- 
American. It is not patriotic. It is al-
most traitorous—maybe it is trai-
torous to do that. We know Russia. We 
know North Korea. We know Iran. 
They don’t stand for liberty. They are 
part of the new spiderweb of tyranny 
that is poised against us, if anyone is 
paying attention anywhere in this 
country. 

The actions to vote with them and 
against Ukraine is a blotch on Amer-
ica’s record as a champion for a free 
world. Most of the world is not free. If 
people haven’t traveled to these places, 
try. They might learn something. 

Tomorrow is another day. I urge 
those who lead foreign policy for this 
administration to remember who we 
fight for, who our friends are, who our 
allies are, and who our enemies are 
united against us. 

I also just wanted to place on the 
record a reminder that when Ukraine 
was beginning to be free after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, a 

great man, Viktor Yushchenko, was 
President of the young Ukraine. What 
did Putin do? Putin had him poisoned. 
Yushchenko survived somehow when 
they flew him to Europe and they tried 
to pump him out with some kind of 
horrible, strategic metal that he had 
been made to swallow when he ate with 
the dictators who continued to control 
Russia. Putin had just killed Alexei 
Navalny in a terrible Arctic prison be-
cause he wanted to run against Putin. 

That is how someone gets elected in 
Russia. Kill the opposition. My friends, 
pay attention. Be informed. If we want 
to understand how a tyranny operates, 
look at the film on YouTube. It takes 
30 minutes. It is called, ‘‘Freedom 
Means Never Surrender.’’ It is a docu-
mentary about how a tyranny func-
tions. It just won the Telly Award. 
Take the time to do it. Recall the pre-
ciousness of the liberty we enjoy. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman very much for allowing us to 
speak on this Special Order. 

Ms. HOULAHAN. The gentlewoman 
is very welcome. It is my privilege. 

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to how 
much time is remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania has 28 
minutes remaining. 

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
VINDMAN). 

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, 3 years 
ago this week, Russia launched an 
unprovoked invasion on Ukraine. We 
are entering the fourth year of war in 
Ukraine and 11 years of war on Ukraine 
since the invasion in Crimea and the 
Donbas. 

In the past few days, the fact of this 
major invasion has sadly been dis-
puted. It is important that history rep-
resent the truth. Whether it is Putin or 
anyone else, including in our govern-
ment, that says Russia is not the ag-
gressor and that Ukraine is responsible 
for the invasion, they are lying. 

Yesterday’s anniversary reminds us 
that the Ukrainian people continue to 
suffer, but I know that they will re-
main strong and resilient. This is not a 
regional fight. Ukraine’s sovereignty is 
a U.S. national security issue. We must 
hold the line in Ukraine now or we may 
have American boots on the ground, 
fighting in Europe in a few years. That 
is my fear. 

We do want peace, and yet this ad-
ministration has begun negotiations 
from the weakest possible position. Be-
fore we even get to the table, Ukraine 
has been excluded from NATO. Terri-
torial concessions were granted to Rus-
sia, and Ukraine didn’t even have a 
seat at the table. This is what they get 
for a sacrifice of hundreds of thousands 
of their people, cities destroyed across 
Ukraine. 

The Trump administration must in-
crease pressure on Russia if we are 
truly interested in peace. With Russia, 
in particular, weakness invites aggres-
sion, and easing up on Russia only 
makes Ukraine’s fight harder. We must 
stand firm. 

I spent 25 years in the Army, defend-
ing America’s national security inter-
ests at home and abroad. When I re-
tired a little over 2 years ago, I trav-
eled to Ukraine 14 times investigating 
war crimes. I traveled to Kharkiv, 20 
miles from the Russian border. I trav-
eled to Zaporizhzhia, 20 miles from the 
Russian front. I traveled to Mykolaiv 
and Chernihiv, cities that have ap-
peared in the news, devastated by Rus-
sian attacks. 

Those people are resilient. They are 
fighting for their freedom, much like 
we fought for our freedom almost 250 
years ago. We are going to celebrate 
that anniversary in one short year. Can 
we imagine what it would have been 
like if France did not intervene on our 
behalf? We have a portrait there, the 
Marquis de Lafayette, that stood with 
us shoulder to shoulder. The French 
spilled blood on our battlefields. 

We weren’t even asked to do that. We 
were asked to provide some material 
support, 31 tanks, a couple hundred of 
our armored vehicles, and some money. 
Granted, we have to watch how we 
spend our money. We have an obliga-
tion to the American people. We also 
have to recognize where our national 
security interests lie. I think for some 
reason we have forgotten the fact that 
we spent 80 years defending an inter-
national order that our grandfathers 
fought for and died on European battle-
fields for. I can’t explain it. 

They know that in Ukraine because 
that is what they are fighting for. They 
know that if they give up, the Russians 
will occupy. In those occupied areas, 
they have already deported tens of 
thousands of children to be reeducated 
and taken away from their family. 
They put the Ukrainian people in 
camps. 

Russia is basically like a boa con-
strictor, slowly digesting chunks of 
Ukraine. If we pause now without secu-
rity guarantees, they will be back at it 
in a few years just like they were after 
Crimea, like they were in Georgia, and 
like they were in Moldova. 

We have to be clear-eyed about that 
in our interests. In Virginia’s Seventh 
District, my voters expect me to stand 
up for American values, and that is ex-
actly what I am doing by speaking out 
today. 

That is why I will keep fighting for 
strong U.S. leadership all around the 
world. That includes Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty, for our own country’s na-
tional security interests, and for the 
values that keep and have kept Amer-
ica strong. 

On this anniversary we must reaffirm 
our commitment that we stand against 
autocrats and dictators like Russia and 
North Korea and that we stand with 
Ukraine on the right side of history. 

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. 
CASE). 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I join my 
colleagues in condemning what can 
only be seen as sheer desertion—yes, I 
used the word ‘‘desertion’’—of Ukraine 
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by this President, and I deeply regret, 
at least to date, by my Republican col-
leagues in Congress. 

The dictator of Russia, as has al-
ready been pointed out, has not seen a 
better day at least since the successful 
death of Alexei Navalny. Let’s be clear. 
Putin is not the only dictator—and for 
the third time I use the word ‘‘dic-
tator’’—who is dancing today. 

Let’s just take one example. For the 
dictators of Iran, this betrayal is a 
bright light in a dim room. They want 
nothing more than a stronger and re-
surgent and unchecked Russia because 
that brings them renewed hope to their 
singular focus of the destruction of 
Israel. 

By the way, I say very directly to our 
friends of Israel, wherever they are— 
and many of them were in the Capital 
today—if they do not call out this 
abandonment of Ukraine now, they 
have learned nothing from 1939 Czecho-
slovakia. 

There is one dictator in our world 
who is cheering the loudest of all, and 
that dictator is the general secretary 
of the Chinese Communist Party. This 
is the world he covets. This is the 
world that he has worked for. This is 
the world that turns the lock and opens 
the door on his ambitions. This is the 
world of a weakened, isolated America 
that nobody trusts. This is a world in 
which this country walks away from 
proven international rules-based orders 
that have kept the peace and stability 
for three generations now. This is a 
world he hopes for that has forgotten 
that true peace and prosperity are 
built on both strength and democratic 
values. 

Yes, the desertion of Ukraine and its 
sheer ripple effects shows Xi that he fi-
nally has the willing partner he has 
sought, even more than Putin himself. 
He has a partner equally committed to 
an ad hoc transactional foreign policy 
where all that really matters is power, 
money, and leverage, that alliances, 
principles, and loyalty are disposable, 
as if that ever alone would buy lasting 
peace. There is no example in world 
history that it does. 
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Our President says: Don’t worry. We 
have an ocean between us and Ukraine, 
so what is to worry about? 

No doubt, in time, he will assert the 
same thing about my ocean, the Pacific 
Ocean, between us and the People’s Re-
public of China. He will say that that 
ocean offers the same illusion of insu-
lation from the world of reality. 

Tell that to Japan or Taiwan or 
South Korea or the Philippines. Tell 
them that that ocean protects them. 
Tell that to the ASEAN countries, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, Singapore, 
India, the island nations of the Pacific. 
Tell that to the citizens of the Amer-
ican homeland in the Pacific: Hawaii, 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, 
and American Samoa. 

Just try to tell the rest of our world 
and country that the outcome in 

Ukraine has nothing to do with the 
geopolitical challenge of our time, the 
threat of the Chinese Communist 
Party. Tell that to anybody, and you 
truly live in denial of the world today 
and the lessons of history. 

The PRC knows history, and they al-
ready have an edition of the People’s 
Daily, their leading newspaper, already 
printed up as a gift for the President’s 
trip home when he surely visits short-
ly. The headline of People’s Daily in 
Mandarin reads: Peace in Our time. 

Those are the unavoidable broader 
stakes of betraying Ukraine today. I 
know my Republican colleagues know 
this. I know this because I have heard 
them say it repeatedly over 3 years. I 
have heard them say it in committee. I 
have heard them say it on this floor. I 
have heard them say it in public, but 
where are they now? 

Did something in the world change in 
the last week or two? Was there some 
fundamental shift in our understanding 
of this world, in our alliances, in our 
commitment to loyalties and prin-
ciples and values in addition to 
strength? 

I don’t think so, and I don’t think 
anybody else thinks anything has 
changed, other than a President who 
wants to go in a different direction. 
That President has no effective check 
and balance on this tragic mistake, ex-
cept for the majority in the House and 
the Senate. 

I really hope for my Republican col-
leagues in this body because I don’t 
hold that hope for the administration 
of the Presidency. I do hold that hope 
for my colleagues. I hope they find 
their way back soon through the fog 
into reality again before it is too late. 

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
KENNEDY). 

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I begin by thanking my friend 
and colleague, Representative 
HOULAHAN, for convening this Special 
Order. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support 
our ally, Ukraine, and speak up against 
the grave threat the Trump adminis-
tration’s support for Russia poses to 
democracy at home and abroad. 

Yesterday marked 3 years since Rus-
sia’s unprovoked and brutal invasion of 
Ukraine, a sovereign nation. We have 
since witnessed incredible bravery 
from the Ukrainian soldiers on the 
front lines to the families who have en-
dured unimaginable loss yet continue 
to fight for their homeland. 

My community of Buffalo knows 
what it means to stand together in 
times of hardship. We are a city that 
welcomes, embraces, and lifts up those 
in need. I stood arm in arm with west-
ern New York’s Ukrainian community 
in Niagara Square, designated Ukraine 
Freedom Square, just outside Buffalo 
City Hall days after Russia’s invasion. 

What I said then is just as true 
today: The United States of America 
must always stand with Ukraine 
against Russian aggression. 

Buffalo is known as the City of Good 
Neighbors, and that spirit has been evi-
dent in the way our community has 
opened its doors to Ukrainian refugees, 
providing shelter, education, and hope 
for a better future. 

Members of this body, both Demo-
crats and Republicans alike, under-
stand that this is not just Ukraine’s 
fight. This is a battle between democ-
racy and tyranny, between freedom and 
oppression. 

That is why this body has come to-
gether on numerous occasions to pass 
legislation to help the people of 
Ukraine resist the Russian invasion 
and defend their homeland. We con-
tinue to do this because we know that 
if Russia succeeds, it sets a dangerous 
precedent for dictators around the 
world, and it threatens the security of 
our NATO allies. 

When the President of the United 
States chooses to spread the same false 
Russian propaganda as Vladimir Putin, 
absolving Russia for its responsibility 
of starting the war and defaming the 
democratically elected President of our 
ally, we should have the courage to 
stand up and call it what it is: a bald- 
faced lie. 

It is shameful when we, the shining 
city upon a hill, as President Reagan 
put it, oppose a United Nations resolu-
tion condemning Russia and supporting 
Ukraine. The rest of the world should 
look to us as a model of democracy. In-
stead, we are enabling a dictator. 

Just think about the company that 
we are keeping with this U.N. vote. The 
only other countries to oppose this res-
olution were Russia, North Korea, and 
Belarus, all dictatorships. 

Since when does the United States 
side with dictators? I suppose when we 
have a President who says he wants to 
be one. 

Turning our back on Ukraine goes 
against everything Americans have 
fought and died for since we declared 
our independence from a monarch in 
England. Supporting Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine sends a dangerous 
message to our allies around the world: 
The United States is no longer a reli-
able friend. You are on your own. 

I have news for you. We are much 
better than this as a country. This 
isn’t just about democracy. It is also 
about our national security and our 
credibility on the world stage. The 
world is a safer place and the American 
people are more secure when we stand 
united with our allies, uphold our com-
mitments to global peace and stability, 
and lead with strength, diplomacy, and 
integrity. 

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I very 
much thank all of my colleagues for 
joining us and meeting here tonight. 

This evening, we heard about the 
damage that President Trump’s actions 
have done to our Nation’s security. If 
our Nation turns its back on Ukraine, 
we heard about what comes next: Our 
ally Taiwan left in greater jeopardy to 
a Chinese invasion; our allies elsewhere 
left looking for security and other 
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trading opportunities; and worst of all, 
our enemies worldwide left emboldened 
by Trump’s isolationist actions. 

The American people should be wor-
ried tonight. History has shown us that 
when America is isolated, we are less 
safe. 

I very much hope that my Repub-
lican friends, the 101 of them, now 100 
of them, who very recently voted in 
support of this nation in its fight for 
their democracy and, as a consequence, 
all of our democratic values, will stand 
up to our President and will help us, 
the United States, change our course 
and, as a consequence, the world 
change its course for safety and free-
dom, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, like Hitler, Mussolini, and Saddam Hussein 
before him, Vladimir Putin should be called 
what he is: a dictator. 

Over the past 20 years, Putin has system-
atically ended free and fair elections, crushed 
independent media, quashed protests, and 
killed, jailed, or exiled political opponents. 

Three years ago, Putin invaded Ukraine, 
showing complete disregard for European bor-
ders, UN and NATO doctrines, and human 
rights. 

For three years, the Ukrainian people have 
faced deliberate killings, rapes, and the abduc-
tion of their children. 

The United Nations has found evidence of 
Russian war crimes, and the International 
Criminal Court has issued an arrest warrant 
for Vladimir Putin, accusing him of being re-
sponsible for the abduction of Ukraine chil-
dren. 

Under Putin’s rule, Russian intelligence op-
erations pose one of the most aggressive and 
sophisticated threats to our national security. 

And yet—the White House is now parroting 
Putin’s talking points, alleging that Ukraine 
started the war when we all know that Russia, 
unprovoked, invaded Ukraine. 

President Trump has described Putin as a 
‘‘genius’’ and ‘‘very savvy,’’ and last week he 
called Ukrainian President Zelensky a ‘‘dic-
tator.’’ 

Under Donald Trump, the United States has 
turned its back on Ukraine and our NATO al-
lies, while cozying up to an authoritarian. 

Under Donald Trump, America’s long-held 
reputation as a defender of democratic ideals 
and state sovereignty, a credible and reliable 
partner who will assist others in need and 
stand up for our allies, is now a crumbling illu-
sion. 

Our country was created on the principle 
that it would not be ruled by an all-powerful 
king but instead maintained by a system of 
checks and balances to prevent tyrannical rule 
and provide power to the people. 

But now, Donald Trump is ceding power to 
an unelected billionaire at home and appeas-
ing a Russian dictator abroad. 

I urge my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle to open their eyes and rediscover 
their spines. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 50 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–457. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 31 U.S.C. 
Sec. 5322; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–458. A letter from the Senior Attorney 
Advisor, Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule — AmeriCorps State and Na-
tional Updates (RIN: 3045-AA84) February 13, 
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Education and Workforce. 

EC–459. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Non-Power Production or Utili-
zation Facility License Renewal [NRC-2011- 
0087] (RIN: 3150-AI96) received February 12, 
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–460. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
DC Act 26-5, ‘‘Rent Stabilized Housing Infla-
tion Protection Continuation Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2025’’, pursuant to Public 
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

EC–461. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, National Institutes of Health, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Privacy Act; Implementation [Docket Num-
ber: NIH-2022-0002] (RIN: 0925-AA69) received 
February 19, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

EC–462. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting a legislative proposal to revise 18 
U.S.C. Sec. 3292; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

EC–463. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting a proposal for a Legislative fix to 
the Sentencing Guidelines; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC–464. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to the 21st 
Century Department of Justice Appropria-
tions Act; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–465. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C. 
Sec. 1956(c)(7); to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

EC–466. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C. 
Sec. 2311/2314/2315; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC–467. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C. 

Sec. 1014 and USSG Sec. 2B1.1; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

EC–468. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C. 
Sec. 1960; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–469. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C. 
Sec. 3238; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–470. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C. 
Sec. 984; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–471. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C. 
Sec. 1956(c)(7)(D); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC–472. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C. 
Sec. 1510(b); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–473. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C. 
Sec. 3293; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–474. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 19 U.S.C. 
Sec. 1607; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

EC–475. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations Section, Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB 
only rule — Temporary Relief Under Section 
1.102-1(j)(3)(ii) [Notice 2025-7] received Feb-
ruary 18, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

EC–476. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations Section, Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB 
only rule — Changes in accounting periods 
and in methods of accounting (Rev. Proc. 
2025-6) received February 18, 2025, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

EC–477. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations Section, Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s 
final rule — Deduction for Taxes (Rev. Rul. 
2025-4) received February 13, 2025, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

EC–478. A letter from the Federal Register 
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s Major final rule — Credit 
for Production of Clean Hydrogen and En-
ergy Credit [TD 10023] (RIN: 1545-BQ97) re-
ceived February 4, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mrs. HOUCHIN: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 161. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the joint resolution (H.J. 
Res. 20) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the De-
partment of Energy relating to ‘‘Energy Con-
servation Program: Energy Conservation 
Standards for Consumer Gas-fired Instanta-
neous Water Heaters’’; providing for consid-
eration of the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 35) 
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