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Friedman Mannion Sanchez
Frost Matsui Scanlon
Garamendi McBath Schakowsky
Garcia (CA) McBride Schneider
Garcla (IL) McClain Delaney  Scholten
Garcia (TX) McClellan Schrier
Gillen McCollum Scott (VA)
Golden (ME) McDonald Rivet  Scott, David
Goldman (NY) McGarvey Sewell
Gomez McGovern Sherman
Goodlander Meclver Sherrill
Gottheimer Meeks Simon
Gray Menendez Smith (WA)
Green, Al (TX) Meng Sorensen
Harder (CA) Mfume Soto
Hayes Min Stansbur
Himes Moore (WI) Stanton y
Horsford Morelle Stevens
Houlahan Morrison Strickland
Hoyer Moskowitz 1
Hoyle (OR) Moulton Subramanyam
Huffman Mrvan Suozzi
Ivey Nadler Swalwell
Jackson (IL) Neal Sykes
Jacobs Neguse Takano
Jayapal Norcross Thanedar
Jeffries Ocasio-Cortez Thompson (CA)
Johnson (GA) Olszewski Thompson (MS)
Johnson (TX) Omar Tlt‘}s
Kamlager-Dove Pallone Tlaib
Kaptur Panetta Tokuda
Keating Pappas Tonko
Kelly (IL) Pelosi Torres (CA)
Kennedy (NY) Perez Torres (NY)
Khanna Peters Trahan
Krishnamoorthi Pingree Tran
Landsman Pocan Turner (TX)
Larsen (WA) Pou Underwood
Larson (CT) Pressley Vargas
Latimer Quigley Vasquez
Lee (NV) Ramirez Veasey
Lee (PA) Randall Velazquez
Leger Fernandez Raskin Vindman
Levin Riley (NY) Wasserman
Liccardo Rivas Schultz
Lieu Ross Waters
Lofgren Ruiz Watson Coleman
Lynch Ryan Whitesides
Magaziner Salinas Williams (GA)
NOT VOTING—17
Crenshaw Mills Wilson (FL)
Gonzalez, V. Mullin
Grijalva Pettersen
——
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Ms. CROCKETT and Mr. CARSON
changed their vote from ‘‘yea” to
‘ énay. k)

Messrs. HURD of Colorado and

MOOLENAAR changed their vote from
“nay’ to “‘yea.”
So the previous question was ordered.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 217, noes 211,
not voting 5, as follows:

Aderholt
Alford

Allen
Amodei (NV)
Arrington
Babin

Bacon

Baird

[Roll No. 47]
AYES—217

Balderson
Barr

Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich

Bentz
Bergman

Bice

Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Bresnahan

Buchanan
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline

Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Evans (CO)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino
Gill (TX)
Gimenez
Goldman (TX)
Gonzales, Tony
Gooden
Gosar
Graves
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell
Bera
Beyer
Bishop
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)

Harshbarger
Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Hurd (CO)
Issa

Jack
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (UT)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Langworthy
Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Mackenzie
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann
Massie

Mast
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
McDowell
McGuire
Messmer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WV)

NOES—211

Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Conaway
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher
Foster

Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles

Onder
Owens
Palmer
Perry
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schmidt
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Shreve
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Stutzman
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner (OH)
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Wied
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gillen
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
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Kamlager-Dove Moskowitz Sherman
Kaptur Moulton Sherrill
Keating Mrvan Simon
Kelly (IL) Nadler Smith (WA)
Kennedy (NY) Neal Sorensen
Khanna Neguse Soto
Krishnamoorthi  Norcross Stansbury
Landsman Ocasio-Cortez Stanton
Larsen (WA) Olszewski Stevens
Larson (CT) Omar Strickland
Latimer Pallone Subramanyam
Lee (NV) Panetta Suozzi
Lee (PA) Pappas Swalwell
Leger Fernandez Pelosi Sykes
Levin Perez Takano
Liccardo Peters Thanedar
Lieu Pingree Thompson (CA)
Lofgren Pocan Thompson (MS)
Lynch Pou Titus
Magaziner Pressley Tlaib
Mannion Quigley Tokuda
Matsui Ramirez Tonko
McBath Randall Torres (CA)
McBride Raskin Torres (NY)
McClain Delaney Riley (NY) Trahan
MecClellan Rivas Tran
McCollum Ross Turner (TX)
McDonald Rivet  Ruiz Underwood
McGarvey Ryan Vargas
McGovern Salinas Vasquez
Mclver Sanchez Veasey
Meeks Scanlon Velazquez
Menendez Schakowsky Vindman
Meng Schneider Wasserman
Mfume Scholten Schultz
Min Schrier Waters
Moore (WI) Scott (VA) Watson Coleman
Morelle Scott, David Whitesides
Morrison Sewell Williams (GA)
NOT VOTING—5
Crenshaw Mullin Wilson (FL)
Grijalva Pettersen
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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 162

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE: Ms. Pingree,
Mr. Carbajal.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS:
Schneider, Ms. Dean of Pennsylvania.

Mr. AGUILAR (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Mr.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2025

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con.
Res. 14.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 161 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 14.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 14) establishing the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2025
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2026
through 2034, with Mr. WOMACK in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
concurrent resolution is considered
read the first time.

General debate shall not exceed 3
hours, with 2 hours confined to the con-
gressional budget, equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
the Budget or their respective des-
ignees and 1 hour on the subject of eco-
nomic goals and policies equally di-
vided and controlled by the Represent-
ative SCHWEIKERT of Arizona and Rep-
resentative BEYER of Virginia or their
respective designees.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ARRINGTON) and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BOYLE) each will
control 1 hour of debate on the con-
gressional budget.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON).

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, today, the majority will
unlock the policies for making Amer-
ica safe and prosperous again by ad-
vancing the FY 2025 budget resolution.

Mr. Chairman, this fiscal framework
will guide the process for restoring the
fiscal health of our Nation by reining
in reckless spending and reigniting
economic growth. In addition, it pro-
vides critical resources to our Com-
mander in Chief to secure our border,
strengthen our military, and provide
for the common defense.

For the next 2 hours, Mr. Chairman,
my Democratic colleagues are going to
reach way back to the only plays they
know how to run: making false claims
and fear-mongering.

Why? Because they are still, even
after the recent election, disconnected
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from the people’s reality because they
are more concerned with protecting
unionized government bureaucrats and
woke and wasteful government pro-
grams than they are about protecting
taxpayers and their sacred treasure.

Why? Because their commitment
isn’t to we the people in this fateful
moment. It is to we the government
and to derailing the mandate from the
people for commonsense policies and
President Trump’s America First agen-
da.

I am going to take some time to set
the record straight, Mr. Chairman, so
that every time the American people
hear these false claims to mislead
them into thinking that the tax cuts
somehow benefited the billionaires and
corporations and that Republicans are
cutting benefits for seniors and the
poorest among us, I want the American
people to know the truth. Here is the
truth: The Trump tax cuts lower tax
rates for every American household at
every income level while increasing the
amount of taxes paid by the top 1 per-
cent.

According to The Washington Post—
which, by the way, gave Democrats not
one, not two, not three, but four
Pinocchios every time they made these
misleading claims—3$3 of every $4 in the
Trump tax cuts didn’t go to corpora-
tions but to individuals, cutting taxes
for the lowest income individuals by 10
percent while cutting taxes for the top
1 percent of income earners by less
than one-half of 1 percent.

In addition, we saw a record 25-year
wage increase for median household in-
comes. Real wages in the bottom 10
percent rose two times faster than the
top 10 percent. Real wealth at the bot-
tom half of households rose three times
faster than that of the top half of our
country.

A record 6 million people were lifted
out of poverty. Black, Hispanic, and
Asian-American citizens experienced
historic high incomes and all-time low
unemployment.

Here is the reality, Mr. Chairman:
Our Democratic colleagues opposed the
American people’s tax cuts back in
2017, and they oppose their tax cuts
today.

If they were successful in this en-
deavor, here is what would happen. We
would have a 22 percent tax hike on
every American citizen, on average,
when they just suffered through a 21
percent tax hike from the inflation tax
over the last 4 years and the worst
cost-of-living crisis in modern history.
Median-income families would lose
$1,700. Twenty-six million small busi-
nesses would pay at the highest mar-
ginal rate and lose the 20 percent de-
duction, putting them on a comparable
level to corporate tax rates. Forty mil-
lion families would have the child tax
credits for their children cut in half.
Ninety-one percent of the American
people who get the standard deduction
would have that cut in half.

Those are the results of the Demo-
crats standing in the way of what
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would be, if they were successful, the
highest tax hike in American history.

Here is the other false claim. To pay
for these tax cuts, the Democrats are
going to say that Republicans are cut-
ting benefits for seniors and for, again,
our poorest and most vulnerable among
us. Here is the truth, Mr. Chairman:
Republicans are fighting to rightsize a
woke, weaponized, and bloated bu-
reaucracy; to root out the trillions of
dollars in waste, fraud, and abuse; and
to rein in the reckless spending of the
Biden administration and our Demo-
cratic colleagues from over the last 4
years.

Prior to 2019, before President Biden
took office and he and the Democrats
jammed $2 trillion through in the so-
called COVID relief, even though
maybe 10, 20 percent of that money ac-
tually went for the purposes of COVID
relief, our budget back then was $4.5
trillion. Today, it is $7 trillion.

With the so-called Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, they gave away $700 billion in
tax credits to green energy corpora-
tions. They expanded ObamaCare sub-
sidies to people making more than half
a million dollars, many of whom al-
ready had employer-sponsored
healthcare. They expanded the IRS to
80,000 new IRS agents tasked with
shaking down mostly middle-class peo-
ple and small businesses.

With the stroke of a pen, President
Biden wasted $2 trillion unilaterally of
taxpayer money by opening up our tax-
payer-funded welfare services to people
in this country illegally; waived work
requirements for means-tested welfare
programs, from SNAP to Medicaid and
beyond, trapping people in poverty and
dependence on the Federal Govern-
ment; mandated expensive and unreli-
able electric vehicles for all Ameri-
cans; and a whole 1ot more.

In fact, we are spending $9,000 per il-
legal immigrant in this country for the
millions of people who violated our
sovereignty and came to this country
in violation of our immigration laws.
Mr. Chairman, $9,000 is what taxpayers
pay for people who are here illegally
for taxpayer-funded social services.
That is more than we spend on the
most vulnerable Americans for Med-
icaid. That is more than we spend col-
lectively for our veterans’ military re-
tirement. President Biden weakened
government program integrity, allow-
ing people who aren’t eligible for Med-
icaid and other programs to receive
benefits.

Case in point, we used to review the
Medicaid rolls twice a year to make
sure people who were on the rolls were
those who were most vulnerable and
those who qualified according to the
law. That was revoked by the Biden ad-
ministration. They only did it once a
year. If we changed it back, we would
eliminate fraud, waste, and abuse and
save $160 billion of taxpayer money.

President Biden implemented uncon-
stitutional and regressive student loan
bailouts, forcing working Americans to
subsidize the upper-middle class, law
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students, and medical students. These
are folks who deferred their education.
These are hardworking people who
didn’t think they could afford college.

We have an unprecedented oppor-
tunity, Mr. Chairman. My fellow Re-
publicans and I have a sacred obliga-
tion at this moment to meet this mo-
ment with the urgency it demands.

Now more than ever is the time for
Republicans in Congress to dem-
onstrate the courage of their convic-
tions and take bold action in this his-
toric moment. Let’s save this country,
save our children’s future, and save us
from wrecking the greatest economy in
the world and jeopardizing our national
security and our leadership in the
world.

The world is counting on a safe,
strong, and free America, and I believe
that this bill encapsulates the policies
that are going to restore America’s
greatness.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support it, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I should be quite clear
about what this is really about. This
budget represents a Republican be-
trayal of the middle class, and I am
proud to rise to oppose it.

Here is what is at stake. My friends
on the other side of the aisle want to
deliver $4.5 trillion of tax cuts, almost
all of which go to the richest 1 percent
of Americans. How do they pay for it?
How do they pay for that $4.5 trillion in
tax cuts?

First, at least $880 billion is from
Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act.
Those cuts from Medicaid, by the way,
represent the largest cuts to Medicaid
in American history. Seventy-two mil-
lion Americans get their healthcare
from Medicaid. I am mostly talking
about seniors, children, and those with
disabilities. Another 20 million Ameri-
cans get their healthcare from the
ACA. Combined, I am talking about 92
million Americans whose healthcare is
at risk. Why? All to deliver tax cuts to
billionaires.

Now, we have a math problem be-
cause even with the largest cuts to
Medicaid in history, we don’t get any-
where close to $4.5 trillion. How do
they finance the rest of it? We have
more cuts, hundreds of billions more in
cuts to education programs like school
lunches, Head Start, and student loan
repayment. There are also $230 billion
in cuts to nutrition assistance at a
time when grocery prices are at record
highs.

All told, that gets you to at least $1.5
trillion. Remember, the size of the tax
cuts is $4.5 trillion, and they want to
add some more spending on top of that.
What do they do to make up the dif-
ference? Increase the national debt by
$4 trillion, a massive increase to our
national debt from the same crowd
that for the last 4 years has done noth-
ing but shed crocodile tears about the
size of our national debt.
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Mr. Chair, you can always tell when
there is a Democrat in the White House
because that is when the other side
cares about the size of the national
debt, but when there is a Republican
President, a Republican House, a Re-
publican Senate, the top priority is al-
ways tax cuts for the top 1 percent.

A budget isn’t just numbers on a
spreadsheet. It is a reflection of our
values. It is a reflection of what kind of
country we are and want to be.
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This past November, there was a lot
of campaigning going on around this
country, and especially in my State,
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
After all, we are the biggest battle-
ground State in the Nation. A lot of
promises were made on both sides. A
lot of it was about reducing costs for
ordinary Americans.

Not once, ever, in that campaign did
I ever hear the other side say: We are
going to cut Medicaid to the tune of
$880 billion, the biggest cuts to Med-
icaid in American history. In fact, we
have a President who said: I will love
and cherish Medicaid. Then a few hours
later, he endorsed the House Repub-
lican plan that slashes Medicaid to the
tune of $880 billion. When this Presi-
dent promises to love and cherish
something, watch your wallets.

I think the American people are
going to figure out what this is about.
It is right there in black and white.
The $880 billion I talked about, it is
right there in their 58-page resolution.
The $4 trillion increase in debt is right
there in black and white in their reso-
lution. No amount of spinning will get
you away from that simple reality.
This is cutting healthcare and all sorts
of programs for the American people in
order to deliver tax cuts for billion-
aires who don’t need it.

I urge every Member in this House to
oppose this reckless and unfair plan.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

What you won’t hear from my Demo-
cratic colleagues is any mention of the
half a trillion dollars in waste, fraud,
and abuse in the Medicaid program
that jeopardizes that program for the
most vulnerable Americans and does a
disservice to every taxpayer in this
great country of ours.

By the way, when I hear the words
“betrayal of the middle class,” what
comes to mind is the unbridled spend-
ing and the failed economic policies
that gave us the worst cost-of-living
crisis in modern history. A whole lot of
people suffered under that 21 percent
inflation tax, and a whole 1ot more peo-
ple would suffer under a 22 percent tax
increase if they were successful in kill-
ing the American people’s tax cuts.

Mr. Chair, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SMUCKER), my friend, the vice chair of
the Budget Committee, and a key ar-
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chitect, I would say, of this budget
blueprint.

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Chair, we have
heard how this budget resolution will
deliver tax relief to working and mid-
dle-class families. It will put a stop to
crime and drugs flooding over our
southern border, and it will jump-start
the American economy. This is exactly
what the American people are looking
for today.

Unfortunately, we have also heard a
lot of falsehoods from my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle, and so I
would like to set the record straight.

The House Republican budget resolu-
tion will stop a 22 percent tax hike for
the average taxpayer. It will put $1,700
back into the pockets of a median fam-
ily of four and will prevent the child
tax credit from being cut in half for 40
million families. This bill doesn’t take
from the working class. It puts money
in their pockets.

While my colleagues on the other
side try to drown out these facts with
tired talking points and fear-
mongering, let’s ask the American peo-
ple directly: How does a 22 percent tax
hike help them pay their bills? How
does taking $1,700 out of the pockets of
families and cutting the child tax cred-
it help them raise their kids?

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Chair, it doesn’t.
Republicans are working to stop those
tax hikes by passing this budget reso-
lution.

President Trump was elected by the
working class, and this budget will de-
liver on the promises he made to them.
I am very proud to support this budget
resolution and urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I would remind my fellow
Pennsylvanian that this bill would put
3.1 million people in Pennsylvania at
risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAL-
LONE), the ranking member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong opposition to this Republican
budget resolution.

Make no mistake about it, this budg-
et will lead to millions of Americans
losing their healthcare coverage, all so
Republicans can give giant tax breaks
to billionaires and big corporations.
The only group that wants these tax
breaks is Wall Street, not the average
American.

Mr. Chair, if Republicans pass this
resolution today, we will be forced to
cut a minimum of nearly $1 trillion
from Medicaid, our Nation’s largest
healthcare program.

For those who are saying that some-
how the Medicaid program has a lot of
waste, let me remind us that Medicaid
is the leanest Federal healthcare pro-
gram. Every independent study says
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that Medicaid is financially sound, the
most financially sound Federal
healthcare program.

The consequences of these cuts will
be devastating. Medicaid provides
healthcare to one in three Americans,
nearly half of the children in the
United States, and it is the largest
source of funding for nursing homes for
seniors and people living with disabil-
ities.

This is a lifesaving program for 80
million Americans. They count on it
every day. Yet, today, House Repub-
licans are unnecessarily rushing for-
ward with a budget resolution that will
impose the largest healthcare cuts in
our Nation’s history.

Millions of people will lose their
healthcare, but that is just the begin-
ning. Healthcare prices will sharply
rise. Hospitals, particularly those in
underserved and rural communities,
will be forced to close—so, too, will
nursing homes. Seniors will lose the
care that they rely on, and doctors and
nurses will be laid off. Emergency
rooms will once again be overflowing,
as people are forced to delay care until
absolutely necessary. States will be
bankrupted and forced to make painful
cuts to important healthcare services.
This is the reality, not what the Re-
publicans are telling you.

Mr. Chair, it doesn’t have to be this
way. If just a few of my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle take a stand
today, we can stop this from hap-
pening.

I implore my Republican colleagues
to think about the harm, the dev-
astating harm that will be done to
their communities if this budget reso-
lution is adopted. Stand up. I urge my
colleagues to think twice and vote
<4n0.37

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MOORE), former
speaker of the house of the Tar Heel
State and a Budget Committee mem-
ber.

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr.
Chair, last November the American
people said enough is enough. They are
tired of government waste. They are
tired of rising prices, and they are tired
of the policies of the last administra-
tion.

This budget is a critical step forward
toward reining in out-of-control Fed-
eral spending. To be clear, this resolu-
tion has no provisions that make cuts
to Social Security, Medicare, or Med-
icaid. Mr. Chair, I would tell those
folks watching at home to read the
bill. It is not in there.

When Democrats vote against this
today, they are voting to raise the av-
erage family of four’s taxes by nearly
$1,700. They are voting to raise taxes on
small businesses. They are voting for
open borders. They are voting for high-
er energy costs.

I am proud to have worked with my
fellow House Budget Committee mem-
bers on this bill as well as the chair-
man, who has done an amazing job on

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

this. I encourage my colleagues to vote
‘“‘yes” on this important measure.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I would remind the gentleman
that this bill would put 2.8 million peo-
ple in North Carolina at risk of losing
Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
NEAL), the ranking member of the
Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Chair, well, the
looting is underway. Our colleagues are
running the same failed playbook of
trickle-down handouts. My friend, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SMUCKER) said the family of four is
going to get $1,700. Look at the tax dis-
tribution tables and see what billion-
aires are going to get in this. That is
the real issue that is in front of us on
this occasion. Let me go to another
point that I think is fascinating. DOGE
is rummaging through your private
records even as we speak.

How about the following? Imagine
what the Republican reaction would
have been if Bill Clinton, Barack
Obama, or Joe Biden said, we are going
to borrow $4 trillion more for these tax
cuts for the wealthiest amongst us?

Don’t kid yourself. Medicaid—71 mil-
lion Americans—Medicare, Social Se-
curity, the American people depend
upon these programs.

I am stunned that Republicans would
borrow $4 billion to justify tax cuts for
the wealthiest amongst us. By the way,
these people aren’t even asking for
those tax cuts. The cuts will affect
every part of American life, including
those who need basic sustenance every
day. We have the $4 trillion, but look
at the alignment: $1.23 trillion here for
cuts, but $1.2 trillion for tax cuts. Oh,
let me figure that one out. They are
going to cut Medicaid to justify what it
is that they want to do.

There is no reason why billionaires
should be getting a massive tax cut. It
is totally unnecessary. In the end, that
is what this legislation is about, de-
spite their protestations. It provides
$1,700 for a family of four, but tens of
millions of dollars for billionaires.
That is where these tax cuts are going.

I want you also to understand this:
The people are watching. We are going
to defend Medicare and Medicaid, and
we are going to defend all of these enti-
ties that have made a difference in
American life for average people every
single day.

Let me close on this note: My father
had a great saying. He used to say:
Jesse James at least had the respect to
wear a mask. They should be wearing
masks for what they are doing today.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. ESTES), another Budget
Committee member who had a hand in
developing this fiscal framework.

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Chair, I rise today in
strong support for starting the process
to pass one big, beautiful bill for Amer-
ica.

For 4 years, Americans suffered from
an open border, crippling inflation,
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massive Federal spending, and burden-
some regulations. On top of that, we
are on the verge of increased taxes for
families, workers, and small businesses
if we fail to act. Our mandate is to re-
store and secure our Nation, both phys-
ically and financially.

It is critical that we pass a bill that
enables us to address all of these prior-
ities, including an extension of the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act. In my home State,
Kansans will see an average of a $2,200
increase in their taxes if we don’t act
now and we allow the Trump tax cuts
to expire.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle have made false claims that
this budget resolution will cut Social
Security. As chairman of the Ways and
Means Social Security Subcommittee,
I emphasize with the strongest terms
possible that this budget resolution
does not do a single thing to cut Social
Security. In fact, Social Security can-
not be amended in the budget rec-
onciliation process. The Byrd rule pre-
vents the consideration of any rec-
onciliation measure in the Senate that
changes the Social Security program.

Mr. Chair, I support today’s budget
resolution as a next step in advancing
America First policies.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, the gentleman from Kansas is
right, it is a big, beautiful bill for bil-
lionaires. I would also remind the gen-
tleman that this bill would put 410,000
people in his State of Kansas at risk of
losing Medicaid.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from the Commonwealth of Virginia
(Mr. ScoTT), the ranking member of
the Education and Workforce Com-
mittee, also a distinguished member of
the Budget Committee.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I
rise in opposition to this resolution. It
is, frankly, hard to take my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle seriously
when they come up here and give
speech after speech complaining about
the deficit, and then support this reso-
lution that, what, increases the deficit.

Let’s start with some facts. Every
single Democratic President since Ken-
nedy has left for their Republican suc-
cessors a better deficit situation than
they inherited, and every Republican
President since Nixon has left a worse
deficit situation than the one they in-
herited, all without exception.

Here we are again. A Republican
President following a Democratic
President, and the Republicans are set
to increase the deficit and national
debt, just like clockwork. Democrats
have been finding solutions and clean-
ing up Republican messes for six dec-
ades, and thanks to Republican tax
cuts for corporations and the top 1 per-
cent, they added over $7 trillion to the
national debt during Trump’s first
term, and here we go again. Help bil-
lionaires run up the debt and make ev-
erybody else pay.

As ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce, 1
am particularly outraged that Repub-
licans want to fund these tax cuts for
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corporations and billionaires by mak-
ing cuts to educational and nutritional
programs. This could end up cutting
things like Meals on Wheels, children’s
feeding programs, and could jeopardize
Head Start, making it harder for stu-
dents to receive K-12 education and
higher education, and it will certainly
rip away healthcare for millions of
Americans.

There is nothing economically re-
sponsible about this budget because it
increases the deficit. It helps billion-
aires, but working families and the
middle class will pay the price.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this resolution.
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Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. HERN), my good friend
and our Conference Policy Committee
chair.

Mr. HERN of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the chairman for the oppor-
tunity to speak.

One of America’s most famous sons,
Will Rogers, once said: “It costs ten
times more to govern us than it used to
and we are not governed one-tenth as
good.”

That was in 1932. I can only imagine
what he would say today. That is why
this vote is so important. It moves us
closer to delivering on the mandate the
American people overwhelmingly de-
manded in November.

We are on an unsustainable path, and
every Member of this body knows it.
This budget resolution commits us to
investing in strong border security and
strengthening our national defense. It
directs committees to find ways to
make the President’s tax agenda per-
manent. It paves the way to unleash
American energy production.

The budget resolution calls for his-
toric spending cuts as Congress works
with the President to eliminate waste,
fraud, and abuse, something that every
single one of us, regardless of party,
should applaud, all in one, big, beau-
tiful bill.

Failure to unite on this vote may
very well result in breaking up the
President’s agenda. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes.’”” Together we can
build a stronger, more prosperous
America before it is too late.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I remind the gentleman that
this bill would put 990,000 people in
Oklahoma at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
CRAIG), the ranking member of the Ag-
riculture Committee.

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise to op-
pose this resolution that prioritizes tax
cuts for billionaires over the well-being
of hardworking American families and
the livelihood of our Nation’s farmers.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program is our Nation’s most ef-
fective antipoverty tool and a key part
of the farm bill which Republicans
want to cut by $230 billion. This would
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cause millions of hardworking Ameri-
cans to suffer, including some of the
most vulnerable in our communities:
children, seniors, and the disabled.

Decimating SNAP in this way would
break up the coalition that is critical
to passing a bipartisan farm bill and
hurts the entire food supply chain
when times are tough in farm country
and in many communities, especially
rural communities across this country.

Right now, as people across our Na-
tion are struggling with the high cost
of groceries, SNAP helps American
families keep food on the table. Let’s
be clear about what we are talking
about. It is $6 a day for people in need.
It is six bucks to those who qualify.
SNAP reduces childhood poverty, im-
proves health outcomes, and generates
hundreds of thousands of jobs through-
out the food supply chain.

When we spend $1 on food, we aren’t
just paying for the food in carts. We
are helping to pay for the salary of the
grocery store clerk who stocked the
shelves, the trucker who delivered the
food to the store, the manufacturer
who produced the packaging, and the
farmer who grew it.

The future of a bipartisan farm bill,
which our farmers desperately need, is
in Republican hands today. If they cut
SNAP to pay for tax cuts or the
wealthy donors, it is on them.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no.”

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE), my good friend
and a member of the Budget Com-
mittee.

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, back in No-
vember the American people issued a
resounding rejection of the profligate
policies of the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration that existed over the past 4
years by electing President Donald
Trump.

In the first month of his new admin-
istration, President Trump has an-
swered this election mandate, signing
executive orders aimed at securing our
Nation’s borders, unleashing domestic
energy production, and rooting out the
waste, fraud, and abuse that was left
over as the final remnants of Biden’s
failed legacy.

However, the President cannot
achieve all of these policy objectives
alone. He needs Congress. It will take
those of us in the House and Senate,
concerned about addressing our fiscal
irresponsibility the last 4 years and
working together in a unified fashion,
to pass a reconciliation package that is
set in motion by today’s budget resolu-
tion. It will give this administration
the tools they need to succeed in ful-
filling their election mandate.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on this budget as we work
to deliver real savings for the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I would remind the gentleman
this bill would put 1.8 million people in
the Commonwealth of Virginia at risk
of losing Medicaid.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT),
my distinguished colleague on the
Budget Committee.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, this is
the Republican wreckonciliation be-
cause it makes a wreck of our Nation’s
finances and it makes a wreck of the
lives of so many of our fellow Ameri-
cans.

Republicans are so very troubled
about our Nation’s debt that they want
to add trillions more to it. In fact, ac-
cording to the bipartisan Citizens for a
Responsible Federal Budget, they want
to make it bigger by about $4 trillion
deeper in debt.

Elon Musk’s DOGE—it 1is dodge
also—is a sideshow for a multi-ring cir-
cus of deception and lies designed to
create the illusion that billions are
being saved from waste, fraud, and
abuse when DOGE itself is the abuse.

Even with these fake savings, the in-
satiable demand of these Republicans
for additional billionaire tax breaks re-
quires denying opportunities to mid-
dle-class families; denying access to a
family physician, first by slashing hun-
dreds of millions from Medicaid for
which Trump professes to love and
cherish; wrecking Medicaid which pays
for half the babies born at Seton hos-
pital in Austin and half the children
that go to the Children’s Hospital
there.

Millions of Americans will lose
health protection, and millions more
will lose educational opportunity. For
those who are facing a dreaded disease
like cancer, Republicans are cutting
innovative medical research in the
hope for a cure. With the looming
threat of a flu pandemic, there would
be a 40 percent cut of staff at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, CDC. All of this represents more
Republican broken promises.

Remember last month when Trump
was going to drastically bring down
grocery prices? The only thing that is
drastic is the pain of this Republican
budget. Now Trump tells us we will
have a golden age in America. With
this budget imposing so many burdens
on our finances, the sick, the hungry,
and students, we see who gets the gold.
It is those billionaires that were on the
front seat of his inauguration as work-
ing families are betrayed.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I
wonder when my Democrat colleagues
will direct their indignation and out-
rage to the fact that DOGE and our
friend, Elon Musk, has exposed tremen-
dous, outrageous, and utterly offensive
waste like transgender operas in Co-
lombia, DEI musicals in Ireland,
transgender comic books, and $20 mil-
lion on ‘“‘Sesame Street.” I would only
have to assume my Democrat col-
leagues think that is the way to find
peace in the Middle East. It is insane,
and it is offensive to the taxpayers.
You will never hear a single word
about that in this debate today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
BERGMAN).
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Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for yielding the time.

Mr. Speaker, it is crucial we are clear
about the focus of today’s debate. Our
aim is not to remove vulnerable Ameri-
cans from the government assistance
programs they and their families de-
pends on. On the contrary, we are fo-
cused on strengthening the integrity of
these programs to ensure that taxpayer
dollars are directed to those who genu-
inely need them.

In the past decade, Medicaid has ac-
counted for over $550 billion, with a b,
in improper payments, making it one
of the government’s largest sources of
payment errors. It would be irrespon-
sible and a betrayal of our fiduciary
duty to American taxpayers not to
make a focused effort to recover these
misused funds and redirect them to
those who need them the most.

With that said, it is essential these
efforts are made with a careful ap-
proach that avoids unintended con-
sequences for vulnerable Americans
and providers.

As my colleagues on the Energy and
Commerce Committee begin their crit-
ical efforts, I urge them to keep this
top of mind. I urge all my colleagues to
support this good resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I would remind the gentleman
that this bill would put 2.4 million peo-
ple in Michigan at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear. That is
what this debate is about. The other
side is great at trying to distract you,
holding up the shiny object of a few
outlandish stories about tens of thou-
sands of dollars to distract you from
the trillions of dollars that are at
stake. One in three Americans get
their healthcare from Medicaid. That
is at risk because of this proposal, and
don’t forget it. We can’t allow our-
selves to get distracted.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
PETERS), my colleague and friend on
the Budget Committee.

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, our na-
tional debt is more than $36 trillion.
We borrow nearly $2 trillion every year
just to pay our expenses. We spend
more in interest payments now than
we do on Medicaid, schools, childcare,
and the national defense.

Republicans have raised the alarm
about this deficit, but this budget actu-
ally makes the debt and deficit much
worse. They say we have a spending
problem. Then cut annual spending to
a level that is covered by our revenues
and stop the deficits. That is not what
they are doing here.

They will make big cuts to
healthcare, air traffic controllers, cy-
bersecurity, and the people who fight
wildfires. They will not use those sav-
ings to cut deficits. They will use those
savings to pay for tax cuts for people
who don’t need them.

America doesn’t have a spending
problem. We have a borrowing problem.
This budget would lead to more bor-
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rowing we can’t afford. It would limit
our ability to borrow money when we
do need it and when there is a future
urgent need.

Today, the economy has low unem-
ployment and high interest rates. This
is the exact wrong time to blow up the
debt. This bill will add between $4 tril-
lion and $11 trillion to the debt, which
will increase interest rates, raise
prices, and keep inflation high. Our
kids are going to pick up the bill. Don’t
vote for this self-inflicted harm.

Mr. Speaker, I work with many of my
Republican colleagues as co-chair of
the Bipartisan Fiscal Forum on con-
trolling the debt and deficit. I know
some are sitting here, quietly agreeing
with me. I know personally how hard it
is to buck your party. When Democrats
held the House, the Senate, and the
White House, I voted ‘“‘no’’ on our rec-
onciliation budget to get a better prod-
uct. It was very unpopular, but I held
my ground. People at home knew I was
standing up for them. We got a better
product, and they sent me back.

We work with Presidents. We don’t
report to them. We report to our con-
stituents as independently elected
Members of Congress who were elected
on the exact same day as Donald
Trump.

Mr. Speaker, our colleagues should
do their job. They know better, and I
ask them to vote ‘‘no.”

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GILL), my friend and also a
member of the Budget Committee.

Mr. GILL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Chairman ARRINGTON for his
leadership throughout this process.

Mr. Speaker, President Trump deliv-
ered historic results. He is securing our
border, restoring common sense, low-
ering costs, and reestablishing Amer-
ica’s strength in the world. He is stop-
ping our tax dollars from funding
woke, perverted projects that the other
side of the aisle seeks to push.

Today, 60 percent of American tax-
payers are facing rising taxes and un-
certainty. To address these challenges,
this resolution provides for the exten-
sion of the Trump tax cuts, funds the
largest mass deportation operation in
U.S. history, and cuts at least $1.5 tril-
lion in waste, fraud, and abuse from
our Federal budget.

This is something that should receive
bipartisan support. Our commitment to
fiscal discipline is clear. Conservatives
on the Budget Committee added a pro-
vision that incentivizes a total of $2
trillion in reductions.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are begging for Washington to unlock
the Trump agenda, which this bill does.
They gave us a mandate to save this
country, and I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I would remind the gentleman
this bill would put 4.2 million people in
Texas at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR),
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a distinguished member and friend
from the Budget Committee.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the ranking member for the oppor-
tunity to speak. I thank him for his
great work.

Mr. Speaker, budgets are about
choices for the American people. If we
look at what is happening with this
current budget, it is a bonanza for bil-
lionaires. We live in a moment in our
country when 1 percent of our popu-
lation, the very top, hold as much
wealth as the bottom half of our coun-
try. One percent of the top, the billion-
aires and millionaires, hold more
wealth than the bottom half of our peo-
ple. It is an astounding moment in
which we are living.

The very top are not paying their fair
share, and everybody in America
knows it, including them. How many
more mansions do we need to see that
take up acres and acres? How many
yachts do these people actually need?
Some of the old movies about
“Goldfinger” and all come to mind.
Some people seem to like gold a whole
lot in this country.
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If the tax cuts that are proposed in
this bill offer a few hundred dollars to
people who live in the bottom half of
our country, which is most of the peo-
ple that I represent, the bottom half of
incomes, the people at the top are
going to get hundreds and hundreds of
thousands of dollars back. I say to my-
self: Do they have any conscience
about what is happening in their coun-
try? To take away the healthcare,
Medicare, Medicaid, the cuts that Re-
publicans are proposing, you will cause
death in this country.

To me, what is happening here is
shameless. Here is the chart. If we look
back at who caused the debt in our
country, wow. It is pretty obvious. If
we go back to the Reagan Presidency,
all you are doing is just repeating what
happened. They added $2 trillion. Then
the Bush II tax cuts added $8 trillion.
The Trump tax cuts are already over
$2.5 trillion.

The CHAIR. The time of the gentle-
woman has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentlewoman from Ohio.

Ms. KAPTUR. The Afghan and Iraq
wars declared by Republican Presidents
added $8 trillion. If you look at this,
two-thirds of what we owe were caused
by the Republican side of the aisle. I
represent a lot of Republicans, and I
will tell you they are honest people and
they will pay their taxes, but they
don’t like this excess. It is hurting
America. The Republican budget is just
a bonanza for billionaires. Shame on
you.

The CHAIR. Members are reminded
to direct their comments to the Chair.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CLYDE), my friend and an-
other Budget Committee member.
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Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Chair, I rise today
in strong support of the House Budget
Committee’s FY25 budget resolution
which advances President Trump’s
America First agenda by unlocking the
budget reconciliation process to
achieve the President’s priorities and
restore fiscal sanity in Washington.

This budget resolution paves the way
to extend the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
signed into law by President Trump in
2017, which fueled historic economic
growth and raised real wages. This res-
olution also provides instructions to
reverse Biden’s assault on domestic en-
ergy, rein in reckless spending, and de-
liver critical resources to the Trump
administration so we can secure our
border and strengthen our national se-
curity.

Finally, I want to address the fear-
mongering among our Democrat col-
leagues. This budget resolution does
not cut benefits for any legitimate re-
cipient of Medicare, Medicaid, or So-
cial Security. I challenge anyone to
find a single provision in this 45-page
resolution that cuts benefits because
they can’t. This resolution simply sets
a budget framework so we can deal
with the incredible fraud, waste, and
abuse in Medicaid to stabilize and pre-
serve it for those who really need it.

GAO alone estimates that the fraud—

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 15 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Georgia.

Mr. CLYDE: Mr. Chair, GAO alone es-
timates that the fraud in Medicaid is
at least $50 billion a year.

Mr. Chair, I include in the RECORD
this report from the GAO, which states
$50 billion a year of improper pay-
ments.

[From the U.S. Government Accountability
Office, Mar. 26, 2024]

IMPROPER PAYMENTS: INFORMATION ON
AGENCIES’ FISCAL YEAR 2023 ESTIMATES
(Q&A Report to the Subcommittee on Legis-
lative Branch, Committee on Appropria-

tions, House of Representatives)
WHY THIS MATTERS

Improper payments—those that should not
have been made or were made in the incor-
rect amount—have consistently been a gov-
ernment-wide issue. Since fiscal year 2003,
cumulative improper payment estimates by
executive branch agencies have totaled
about $2.7 trillion. Reducing improper pay-
ments is critical to safeguarding federal
funds.

We have reported on improper payments in
our audit reports on the U.S. government’s
consolidated financial statements since fis-
cal year 1997. We have found that these pay-
ments represent a material deficiency or
weakness in internal controls. Specifically,
we have noted that the federal government is
unable to determine the full extent of its im-
proper payments or to reasonably assure
that appropriate actions are taken to reduce
them.

House Report 117-389, which accompanied
the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act,
2023, includes a provision for GAO to provide
quarterly reports on improper payments.
This is our fifth such report, and it provides
an overview of federal agencies’ improper
payment estimates for fiscal year 2023. Addi-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tionally, we discuss agencies’ compliance

with legal requirements for reporting and

managing improper payments.
KEY TAKEAWAYS

In fiscal year 2023, federal agencies esti-
mated a total of $236 billion in improper pay-
ments, a decrease of about $11 billion from
the prior fiscal year. About $175 billion (or 74
percent) of these improper payments were
overpayments.

The total fiscal year 2023 improper pay-
ment estimate does not include some pro-
grams that agencies have determined are
susceptible to significant improper pay-
ments, such as the Department of Health and
Humans Services’ (HHS) Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families (TANF).

In fiscal year 2022, 14 of the 24 agencies
covered by the Chief Financial Officers Act
of 1990 (CFO Act) fully complied with appli-
cable improper payment criteria, as reported
by their agency inspectors general.

WHAT ARE THE FEDERAL AGENCIES’ ESTIMATES
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023 IMPROPER PAYMENTS?
Agencies reported about $236 billion in im-

proper payment estimates for fiscal year

2023. This amount represents a decrease of

about $11 billion from the fiscal year 2022 es-

timate (see fig. 1).

Our analysis of agency data shows that 14
agencies reported improper payment esti-
mates across 71 programs. As shown in figure
2, about 79 percent ($186 billion) of the gov-
ernment-wide total of estimated improper
payments that agencies reported for fiscal
year 2023 is concentrated in five program
areas:

HHS’s Medicare,
grams ($51 billion);

HHS’s Medicaid ($50 billion);

the Department of Labor’s Unemployment
Insurance—Federal Pandemic TUnemploy-
ment Assistance ($44 billion);

the Department of the Treasury’s Earned
Income Tax Credit ($22 billion); and

the Small Business Administration’s (SBA)
Paycheck Protection Program Loan Forgive-
ness ($19 billion).

As seen in figure 3, most of the total $236
billion in government-wide improper pay-
ment estimates for fiscal year 2023 consisted
of overpayments. The remaining improper
payments consisted of underpayments, un-
known payments, and technically improper
payments.

It should be noted that the fiscal year 2023
improper payment estimates do not include
certain programs that agencies have deter-
mined are susceptible to significant im-
proper payments. As a result, the govern-
ment-wide total potentially does not rep-
resent the full extent of improper payments.
For example, the $236 billion total does not
include HHS’s TANF program. HHS reported
that it does not have the authority to obtain
the information it needs to estimate or re-
port improper payment amounts for this pro-
gram. In April 2022, we recommended that
Congress consider providing HHS the author-
ity to require states to report the data the
agency needs to estimate and report on im-
proper payments for TANF. As of February
2024, Congress has not acted on this rec-
ommendation.

HOW MANY PROGRAMS REPORTED SUBSTANTIAL

DECLINES IN IMPROPER PAYMENTS?

Our analysis of PaymentAccuracy.gov data
found that eight programs experienced sub-
stantial declines in reported estimated im-
proper payments for fiscal year 2023 (see
table 3). Agencies attributed these declines
to factors such as terminating certain pro-
grams and implementing mitigation strate-
gies. In addition, variability arising from the
improper payment estimation process could
potentially explain a portion of the reported
declines.

comprising three pro-
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Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Since the gentleman asked the ques-
tion, I am happy to answer it. Right
there in the bill, $880 billion directed to
the Energy and Commerce Committee
as a floor to find savings. In other
words, for cuts. There is only one place
that can come from. Literally, if they
cut 100 percent of everything else En-
ergy and Commerce has purview over,
it would still leave them hundreds of
billions of dollars short. It has to come
from Medicaid. It has to come from the
ACA premiums because much like
when Willie Sutton was asked why he
robbed banks, he replied: Because that
is where the money is.

Likewise, in terms of the Energy and
Commerce cuts, the $880 billion has to
come from Medicaid because that is
the only place you can find $880 billion.
Don’t be fooled by their rhetorical
tricks.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from New Jersey (Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN), a distinguished
member of the Budget Committee.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Chair,
I am standing in opposition. During
their campaigns, Donald Trump and
my Republican colleagues promised to
get to work to lowering prices for the
American people. This budget is a be-
trayal of that promise. It is a betrayal
of millions of our children, our parents,
and our seniors. It is a betrayal of the
one-third of New Jersey children who
rely on Medicaid. It is a betrayal of the
one-third of new mothers who count on
Medicaid for their prenatal care. It is a
betrayal of 6 in 10 New Jersey seniors
living in nursing homes. It is a rip-off
of New Jersey taxpayers as Repub-
licans have prioritized tax cuts for
their billionaire donors over the lives
of everyday citizens who will suffer
under this new budget.

My neighbor, Tom KEAN, has over
70,000 Medicaid recipients, including
over 27,000 children. Does Congressman
VAN DREW from New Jersey know a
vote for this budget means abandoning
177,000 of his residents for the billion-
aire class? Does Congressman CHRIS
SMITH know that there are 178,000 Med-
icaid recipients in his district, includ-
ing nearly 100,000 children who will be
cut and will lose their coverage simply
to enrich Trump’s billionaire friends?

A few weeks ago, I offered an amend-
ment in the Budget Committee to
eliminate these disastrous cuts. Not a
single Republican gave me a vote on
this issue. Last night, I offered the
same amendment to the Rules Com-
mittee, and we had the same outcome.
There was not one Republican vote. I
only hope that there are at least a few
of my Republican colleagues today who
have the courage and the humanity to
stand up for their most vulnerable con-
stituents and to vote ‘“no.” I urge a
“no’ vote here.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
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Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), our Ag-
riculture Committee chair and my
friend.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Chair, this budget resolution be-
gins the process of delivering on Presi-
dent Trump’s agenda, and that agenda
is clear. It is securing the border. It is
unleashing economic growth. It is pro-
viding efficiency and accountability in
government. It is reining in reckless
spending that spurred record inflation.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle continue to talk about the
harmful provisions within this resolu-
tion. In reality, this is the beginning of
the process. It is the beginning of a
course correction as desperately need-
ed following 4 years of policy that
placed America in a position of excess
and decline.

Speaking of excess, since President
Trump’s first term, increased enroll-
ment and exploitation of the 2018 farm

bill by the Biden administration
ballooned the annual spending on the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Program by 66 percent at a total cost
of $256 billion, leaving workers on the
sidelines while small businesses paying
record wages struggle to find help.

This egregious executive overreach
not only violated the Congressional Re-
view Act but likely reduced the frac-
tion of people participating in the
workforce and contributed to inflation.

Mr. Chair, we must meet the vital
supplemental food needs of Americans
that Congress committed to fulfill
through SNAP, and we will. We cannot
allow excess or lack of accountability
within the bureaucracy, though, to
compromise fulfilling that obligation.

Thoughtful policies that recognize
the value of work, hold states account-
able, promote program integrity, and
in the long run protect the safety net
for those Americans who truly need it
should be our priority.

At the same time, we must use this
process to advance the needs of the
farm economy. We cannot leave our
most ardent supporters in rural Amer-
ica without new resources and empty-
handed for a third year.

House Republicans have a mandate
to restore America’s faith in govern-
ment and we will protect hardworking
taxpayers, preventing the largest tax
increase in American history. We will
provide for the neediest among us
while simultaneously delivering a
foundation for economic growth and
prosperity.

Mr. Chair, let us ensure America is
once again the land of opportunity and
thriving communities. Passage of this
resolution is one step in that process.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind my friend and fellow
Pennsylvanian who just spoke, this
resolution would put 3.1 million people
in our beloved Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Ms. PLASKETT), a distinguished mem-
ber of the Budget Committee.
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Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to this budget. We know
that a budget is a statement of values.
In simple terms, you put your money
where your mouth is. The money my
Republican colleagues are getting right
now is going to the class that they are
beholden to, the uberwealthy.

The bulk of those cost savings come
from slashing Medicaid funding, which
ensures that 70 million Americans, and
funds from the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program, CHIP, where another 10
million American children are helped.
Those savings they are getting are
being created so that they can then
give that money, give those savings, to
the ultrarich.

Twenty percent of the population in
the Virgin Islands are at risk of losing
their healthcare under this budget.
Veterans, children, working families
who are barely making it, rely on this.

Mr. Chair, right here, right now, Re-
publicans are trying to steal
healthcare from 80 million people, and
they are heading to the bank as mil-
lions of Americans are left helpless.
What is happening? What is going on?

Republicans are intentionally tar-
geting grandmothers, targeting chil-
dren, and targeting veterans that live
in your neighborhood. Mr. Chair, they
are going to throw some peanuts, a
couple of hundred bucks, at each one of
us and tell us that you are getting
some taxes back. That is the amount of
money that the very wealthy are get-
ting. An average of $314,000 is going to
them at the expense of the American
people.

Speaking of fraud, waste, and abuse,
they are going to tell you they are
using that money to get rid of illegals.
They are going to tell you that they
are going to try and dramatically
change the landscape. No. They are
only changing the landscape for those
individuals that they are beholden to—
$2 trillion of cuts for $4 trillion of
money that is going into the pockets of
individuals that they are beholden to.
That is what is happening. I am dis-
appointed, but I am not surprised that
the Republicans have used this process
to satisfy the people that they are
most beholden to. Americans must
stand up.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. SMITH), the chairman of the
House Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Chair, I
want to thank Mr. ARRINGTON for
yielding.

Mr. Chair, 4 years ago, President
Trump left Joe Biden a blueprint for
success, and then Democrats proceeded
to open our borders, undermine Amer-
ican energy, and spend trillions of dol-
lars on handouts to the wealthy.

They created the highest inflation in
40 years that made it impossible for
working families to survive. That is
why the American people sent Donald
Trump back to the White House with a
mandate. Now it is up to Congress to
deliver on that mandate, to make our

February 25, 2025

economy work again for working fami-
lies.

The economy isn’t just numbers on a
chart. It is the farmer who wakes up at
4 a.m., the mom or dad working two
jobs just to get by, the shop owner fig-
uring out how to keep the store lights
on, and the truck driver working over-
time.

Mr. Chair, let me be clear, a vote
against this budget is a vote to raise
taxes on low-income Americans. Mr.
Chair, $2.6 trillion of the tax cuts in
this resolution are people making less
than $400,000 a year. Democrats cam-
paigned on not allowing taxes to in-
crease on people making less than
$400,000 a year. Let us see if their vot-
ing cards show up. Extending the
Trump tax cuts will give the lowest in-
come families a tax cut of 15 percent,
the highest of any income group.

On the other hand, failing to extend
these tax cuts means the average tax-
payer will see a 22 percent tax hike.
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The average family of four making
$80,000 a year will see their taxes go up
almost $1,700. That is 2 months’ worth
of groceries.

Americans need certainty that relief
is on the way. Workers need certainty
that their taxes won’t go up.

Mr. Chair, 26 million small businesses
need certainty that their tax rates
won’t rise to 43 percent in a few short
months so that they can focus on in-
vesting and hiring more workers.

Mr. Chair, 2 million family-owned
farms need certainty that they won’t
be forced to sell their farm to pay an
increased death tax. They need to
know right now if they should be con-
tacting an estate planner for the mas-
sive tax hike that is coming.

Parents need certainty that their
guaranteed deduction of $30,000 won’t
be cut in half and that their child tax
credit won’t be slashed from $2,000 to
$1,000.

Following passage of the Trump tax
cuts, wages increased by 4.9 percent,
the fastest 2-year growth in real wages
in 20 years. Mr. Chair, 5 million new
jobs were created. More than 6 million
people were lifted out of poverty. Real
median household income rose by
$5,000. The economy grew a full per-
centage point higher than CBO’s initial
forecast, and revenues have remained
steady at 17 percent of GDP.

Building on President Trump’s tax
cuts will deliver a new golden age of
prosperity: over 1 million new small
business jobs each year, $284 billion in
economic growth for more manufac-
turing, and billions in new investments
to revitalize our poorest mneighbor-
hoods.

We will reignite our economy with a
return of policies like 100 percent im-
mediate expensing and incentives to
make sure R&D is happening here and
not being outsourced around the globe.

We will deliver on President Trump’s
commitment to tax relief for tipped
workers, help for seniors struggling
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with inflation, and tax relief for over-
time workers.

President Trump’s policies will spark
an economic recovery, and that recov-
ery starts by passing this budget so we
can send one big, beautiful bill to
President Trump’s desk.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I would remind the gentleman
that this bill would put 1.3 million peo-
ple in Missouri at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
ESCOBAR), a distinguished member of
the Budget Committee.

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Chair, I thank
the ranking member for yielding me
time.

Let’s talk about what is really hap-
pening here today. Housing costs are
up. Groceries are up. Inflation is up.
Donald Trump is threatening more tar-
iffs, which means our costs will con-
tinue to go up. It is no wonder that the
bond market is flashing a warning sign
about slowing economic growth under
Donald Trump.

My Republican colleagues, instead of
working with us to lower costs, what
are they doing? They are working to
give billionaires massive tax breaks,
and they will do that by making life
costlier for everyone else.

In fact, this budget bill that will be
on the floor today will have enormous
consequences. It will make America
poorer, sicker, and hungrier. It will
close hospitals and clinics. It will kick
seniors out of nursing homes. It ends
support for Americans with disabil-
ities. It will double healthcare costs
and more.

That is just the Medicaid portion of
it. In Texas, in my State, over 4 mil-
lion Texans stand to lose with the cuts
that my Republican colleagues will im-
plement that this bill would unlock
with cuts to Medicaid.

It is not just that. It gets worse. This
budget bill would explode the national
debt. Why? So that billionaires can
have another yacht, another luxury
home, another jet?

It doesn’t have to be this way. We
just need some of our Republican col-
leagues to stand with us and vote to
protect the American people, reject
these billionaire tax breaks, reject the
harm that it will do to their constitu-
ents and ours, and protect the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘no.”

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. WESTERMAN), the chairman of
the Natural Resources Committee.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Chair, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in support of
the fiscal year 2025 budget resolution.

My constituents know firsthand how
the failed policies of the left resulted
in increased grocery and energy bills,
opened our borders, imperiled our na-
tional security, accelerated our debt,
and made it next to impossible to build
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and use our natural resources here at
home, making us dependent on our ad-
versaries.

This budget creates a blueprint to de-
liver on the promises we made to the
American people: righting the wrongs
of the past, unleashing America’s en-
ergy potential, and implementing the
full America First agenda.

Advancing the budget resolution
opens the door for the budget reconcili-
ation process. It will allow committees
to begin our work on the nuts and bolts
of budget reconciliation, implementing
savings across government and har-
nessing our biggest revenue generators,
such as domestic energy production.

By unlocking access to our energy
and mineral reserves, actively man-
aging our forests, streamlining burden-
some permitting processes, and repeal-
ing wasteful IRA spending, we will de-
liver a responsible reconciliation bill
that builds the wealth of our Nation.

As a former member of the House
Budget Committee, I appreciate the
budget process and have great respect
for Chairman ARRINGTON and his staff
in getting this budget resolution to the
House floor.

Mr. Chair, while our colleagues
across the aisle are using made-up
numbers that have no basis or sub-
stance as a scare tactic on the Amer-
ican people, I can say, as a former
State legislator, and I am happy to re-
mind my colleagues across the aisle
that Medicaid is a State and Federal
program. Not a single person will lose
Medicaid coverage unless their State
makes that choice.

Mr. Chair, this resolution has my full
support, and I encourage my colleagues
to vote for it.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I would remind the gentleman
that this big, beautiful bill for billion-
aires would put 820,000 people in Arkan-
sas at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
JEFFRIES), the Democratic leader of
the House and my friend.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Chair, I rise
today in strong opposition to the reck-
less Republican budget, which is a be-
trayal of working-class Americans,
middle-class Americans, children, sen-
iors, and everyday Americans all
across the country.

I thank the distinguished gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. BOYLE), the
top Democrat on the Budget Com-
mittee, for his leadership, all the mem-
bers of the Budget Committee, and all
the members of the House Democratic
Caucus, who are standing up for the
American people by opposing this reck-
less Republican budget that will dev-
astate people all across the land.

It is not consistent with promises
that were made to the American peo-
ple. It is the exact opposite. Here is the
promise that was made to the Amer-
ican people over and over again: Repub-
licans were going to drive down the
high cost of living in the United States
of America and combat inflation. That
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was the promise that Republicans
made to the American people.

As House Democrats, we are working
hard to lower housing costs, lower gro-
cery costs, lower insurance costs, lower
utility costs, and lower childcare costs
because we know America is too expen-
sive. We want to drive down the high
cost of living.

On the other side of the aisle, we
haven’t seen a single bill introduced by
Republicans to drive down the high
cost of living and address the afford-
ability crisis in the United States. Not
a single executive order issued by
President Trump has anything to do
with driving down the high cost of liv-
ing. Not a single administrative action
taken this year by the Trump adminis-
tration has anything to do with driving
down the high cost of living.

In fact, costs aren’t going down in
the United States of America. Costs
are going up. Grocery prices are going
up. Inflation is going up. Republicans
are crashing the economy in real time.

Republicans have betrayed the Amer-
ican middle-class, working families, ev-
eryday Americans, children, and sen-
iors with this $4.5 trillion budget
scheme.

Don’t come to the House floor and
act like this is being done in the name
of fiscal responsibility. Enough with
that narrative. There is nothing in the
Republican track record to suggest to
the American people that you are the
party of fiscal responsibility, abso-
lutely nothing.

President Reagan comes into office.
His signature legislative accomplish-
ment is a massive unpaid-for tax cut
for the wealthy, the well-off, and the
well-connected. What does it do? It in-
creases the debt by $2 trillion. That is
not fiscal responsibility. That is reck-
lessness. That is your record.

Those kinds of fiscal policies contin-
ued for 8 years and carried over into
the Presidency of George H.W. Bush.
Then, we saw a massive debt handed
over to President Bill Clinton. What do
Democrats do with that massive debt?
We turned that debt into a surplus over
an 8-year period of time, and the econ-
omy exploded.

That is what fiscal responsibility
looks like. That happened under Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. Stop saying to the
American people that you are the
party of fiscal responsibility. The facts
say exactly the opposite.

A budget surplus was handed over to
President George W. Bush, who pro-
ceeded, in 2001 and then again in 2003,
to pass massive tax cuts—same play-
book; here we go again—massive tax
cuts for the wealthy, the well-off, and
the well-connected. That explodes the
debt by $8 trillion, and at the same
time, we have a failed war in Iraq and
a failed war in Afghanistan, over time
adding another $8 trillion to our Na-
tion’s debt.

That burden is handed over to Presi-
dent Barack Obama, but during the pe-
riod of his time in office, when he had
a $1.5 trillion deficit, he cut it by $1
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trillion, despite the fact that he also
inherited from Republicans the Great
Recession and had to turn things
around. He cut the deficit by $1 tril-
lion, from $1.5 trillion to $500 billion.
You asked about numbers. Here are the
numbers.

Then, that gets handed over to Presi-
dent Trump in his first term. He pro-
ceeded, of course, to follow the same
Republican playbook, which has noth-
ing to do with fiscal responsibility and
everything to do with massive tax cuts
for the wealthy, the well-off, and the
well-connected.

Republicans passed the GOP tax
scam with 83 percent of the benefits set
aside for the wealthiest 1 percent and,
in connection with the GOP tax scam,
exploded the debt by another $2 trillion
that they force working families, mid-
dle-class folks, and everyday Ameri-
cans to pay for.

Republicans are not the party of fis-
cal responsibility. Stop trying to con-
vince the American people otherwise.
It is the same playbook.

In fact, during the administration of
Donald Trump during his first 4 years,
the debt exploded to such a degree that
25 percent or so of our Nation’s debt
came from just the first term of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, 25 percent. We
have been around for over 248 years.
The party of fiscal responsibility?
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Then, of course, President Biden in-
herits a significant deficit and over-
whelming debt in his 2 years. The first
2 years he gets a lot done and cuts the
deficit by $1.7 trillion.

There is still a lot of work for all of
us to do, but do not pretend that this
budget resolution has anything to do
with fiscal responsibility or keeping
their promises to the American people.
The Republicans promised to lower the
high cost of living and have done noth-
ing about it.

So here we are again, and there they
g0 again with this GOP tax scam, the
same exact playbook, $4.5 trillion
worth of cuts for the wealthy, the well-
off, and the well-connected dispropor-
tionately to benefit billionaire donors
and well-connected corporations.

To make matters worse, the Repub-
licans would actually cut programs,
cut the social safety net, and cut the
things that matter to working-class
Americans, middle-class Americans,
young people, seniors, and others, in-
cluding up to, if not more, $880 billion
of cuts to Medicaid. That is the largest
cut to Medicaid in American history.

It doesn’t help working-class Ameri-
cans. It doesn’t help middle-class
Americans. It doesn’t help children,
and it doesn’t help older Americans. It
will devastate them. It will devastate
children, devastate people with disabil-
ities, devastate seniors, devastate preg-
nant women all across the country,
devastate nursing homes, and shut
down nursing homes. It will shut down
hospitals, including in rural America,
urban America, small-town America,
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and the heartland of America. That is
what the Republican budget betrayal is
all about.

It will devastate supplemental nutri-
tional assistance programs for our chil-
dren, for our veterans, and for our fam-
ilies. That is what the Republican
budget is all about. It has nothing to
do with making life better for everyday
Americans. It will hurt everyday
Americans.

So Democrats are not going to pro-
vide this reckless Republican scheme,
this out-of-control budget, a single
vote, not a single vote, because we are
standing on the side of the American
people.

We will fight this reckless Repub-
lican budget today, we will fight this
reckless Republican budget tomorrow,
and we will fight this reckless Repub-
lican budget until it is buried deep in
the ground never to rise again. We will
stand on the side of the American peo-
ple at all times.

Mr. Chair, vote ‘“‘no”’.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. ROGERS), who is the
chairman of the House Armed Services
Committee.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
I thank the chairman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution, and I commend
the Chair, the leader, and Chairman
ARRINGTON on their tremendous work.

We have heard about all the ways the
House budget resolution will deliver on
President Trump’s America First agen-
da. That includes making a genera-
tional investment in our national de-
fense.

The $100 billion in defense spending
this resolution unlocks will enable us
to begin restoring American deter-
rence, prioritizing lethality, and ensur-
ing peace through strength.

It will help defend the DOD’s mission
at the border because border security is
national security.

It will help improve the quality of
life for our servicemembers and their
families.

It will help us start to revitalize our
defense industrial base and restore
readiness accounts to ensure we can
fight tonight. It will also help us start
to expand U.S. shipbuilding capacity
and enhance our missile defense. It will
also help begin restocking our Nation’s
arsenal of critical munitions. It will
help us position our military to out-
compete and out-innovate China.

Achieving the President’s goal of
peace through strength will ultimately
require us to get defense spending back
above 4 percent of GDP. However, none
of that can happen unless we pass this
budget resolution today.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman that
this bill would put 950,000 people in
Alabama at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
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OMAR), who is a distinguished member
of the Budget Committee.

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
strong opposition to this Republican
budget resolution because it is not a
budget. It is a blueprint for American
decline.

Let’s be clear. They want to exploit
your labor and your tax dollars and gut
your earned benefits all to bankroll tax
cuts for their wealthy friends and do-
nors.

They want to increase your
healthcare costs while Elon Musk and
his friends hoard even more wealth,
and they have the audacity to call it
fiscal responsibility.

This proposal will only deepen the
constitutional crisis we are already in:
a President trying to rule like a dic-
tator and an unelected billionaire
using hate and fear to expand his con-
trol over our country.

Congressional Republicans are pre-
tending this chaos is normal, even as
their own constituents call them out
for their cowardice.

Our government is being hollowed
out, our institutions are falling apart,
and today House Republicans are slash-
ing programs that people rely on to
enact a massive $4.6 trillion tax give-
away to the rich.

So I ask my Republican colleagues:
Whom will you serve, the people who
sent you here or the billionaires trying
to buy our democracy?

The CHAIR. Members are advised to
not only direct their comments to the
Chair but to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, the
minority leader regurgitated a talking
point from the Democratic Party we
have heard now for years. We heard it
prior to the passage of the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act of 2017. The gentleman
said that 83 percent of the tax cuts in
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act benefits
would accrue to the top 1 percent of in-
come earners. The Washington Post,
which is no bastion of conservative
journalism, gave him two Pinocchios
for that one and called it a zombie
claim. They called it galling.
PolitiFact agreed with them and said
that it was flat-out misleading.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
MCcCLINTOCK), who is also a member of
the House Budget Committee.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman,
this resolution not only saves an aver-
age family about $16,000 over the next
10 years through reduced spending, it
also prevents a crushing $1,500 annual
tax hike on a struggling family earning
just $75,000 a year. I have news for the
minority leader: That ain’t rich. They
can’t afford it, and they don’t deserve
it.

The details will come in the rec-
onciliation bill which can’t be drafted
until this resolution passes, so our
Democratic colleagues ought to wait to
see what the committees actually pro-
pose before setting their hair on fire.

The people didn’t save our country
last November. They gave us the tools
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to save it. It is now up to us to use
them. This resolution unlocks a power-
ful tool, and it is a critical step to stop
the reckless theft of the earnings, the
productivity, the prosperity, and the
dreams of the American people.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman this bill
would put 13.4 million people in Cali-
fornia at risk of losing Medicaid.

I further remind my friend, the chair
of the Budget Committee, that it was
not the Democratic leader’s statistic
that he was quoting about 83 percent.
It was the Congressional Budget Office
that found that 83 percent of the 2017
Trump tax cuts go to the richest 1 per-
cent of Americans.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from New York (Mr. TONKO),
who is a distinguished member of the
Budget Committee.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Chair, it was quite
remarkable to go back home to New
York’s 20th District last week after
spending 12 hours moving this mon-
strosity through the Budget Com-
mittee. Everywhere I went folks were
imploring me, begging and pleading, to
stand up to this cruelty.

Moreover, that is after weeks of re-
ceiving nonstop calls from thousands of
activated and engaged constituents,
many of whom are reaching out to me
for the very first time.

I held a townhall at Albany High
School and, like many of my col-
leagues’ in recent weeks, it was
packed. The energy in the room was
palpable: fear, helplessness, and anger.

Why, Mr. Chairman, are we forcing
through legislation that will hurt the
very people we represent?

My constituents should never have to
stand up and tell me they will inter-
rupt their lives to stand up and fight
with me in D.C. against the Republican
agenda, but they did.

Our job is to serve the American peo-
ple, not rip access to basic necessities
away from them at the behest of a
President who declared himself king.
Frankly, it is insulting to me, to this
institution, to the working families of
New York’s 20th District, and to every
American who is still struggling just to
get by.

Nevertheless, here we are, blowing a
$3 trillion hole in our national debt to
serve billionaire oligarchs instead, bil-
lionaire oligarchs and donors who will
never have to wonder whether they can
afford to go to the doctor, retire with
dignity, or even put food on the table
to feed their children at night.

It is outrageous, it is a rip-off, and it
is a heartless betrayal of the American
people, the middle class, working fami-
lies, and future generations.

My district has asked me: Where is
the solution to this?

It rests right in this Chamber. Let us
assume the responsibilities, the duties,
the authority, and the power we have
by the Constitution with the power of
the purse placed in our hands here in
the House of Representatives. Let’s act
accordingly.
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They didn’t want a President to cir-
cumvent Congress, they didn’t want an
agent who never had a background
check and who was never confirmed by
the U.S. Senate and who is wielding a
chain saw at our programs and not
showing sensitivity, compassion, and
intellect in academics that will make
the true difference.

The CHAIR. Once again, the Chair
would remind and implore all Members
to not engage in personalities toward
the President and direct your remarks
to the Chair.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman

from the State of Indiana (Mr.
STUTZMAN).
Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Chairman, I

rise in strong support of this resolution
because it delivers on the promise that
we made to the American people by ex-
tending the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and
fulfilling President Trump’s agenda.

This is direly needed. For the past 4
yvears, the American people have lived
through the longest sustained period of
debt and deficit in our Nation’s his-
tory. During that same time, Ameri-
cans have also had to grapple with
hyperinflation and record-high energy
costs and grocery costs at the grocery
store.

This budget will usher in a new gold-
en era that the American people are
yearning for and where free enterprise
can flourish, energy production is un-
leashed, and our fiscal health is re-
stored.

This budget does so by extending the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which delivered
wage increases of 4.9 percent and the
lowest poverty and unemployment
rates in 50 years. This budget also
achieves a deficit reduction of $1 bil-
lion over 10 years and achieves massive
savings in our spending.

Washington doesn’t have a revenue
problem. Washington has a spending
problem.

Mr. Chair, the American people sent
us here to fulfill a mission, putting our
Nation back on a trajectory toward
success and prosperity. Passing this
resolution is the first step in that proc-
ess. This budget doesn’t betray the
middle class. It saves the middle class,
and it empowers the middle class for a
prosperous future.

Mr. Chairman, I support this resolu-
tion, and I encourage my colleagues to
do the same. This is the first time that
I remember where we are actually
being fiscally responsible.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman that
this bill would put 1.8 million Hoosiers
at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATERS), who is the ranking member
of the Financial Services Committee.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chairman, I
strongly oppose the Republican budget
rip-off. I hear from constituents every
day about the high cost of living.
Under the Trump administration,
healthcare costs are rising, and putting
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food on the table is getting harder as
egg prices skyrocket and housing re-
mains unaffordable.

Unfortunately, the Republican rip-off
is a slap in the face to working fami-
lies.

Trump, Elon Musk, and House Re-
publicans are asking us to support
axing Medicaid by $180 billion, even
though food stamps reduce rural pov-
erty. Republicans will cut this program
too by $230 billion.

Republicans are defunding the police
by stripping funding from the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau,
and the CFPB is the only Federal cop
on the block to hold Wall Street banks
and Big Tech payment apps account-
able when they cheat Americans.

It is shameful that while families suf-
fer from high prices, Musk is firing

thousands of Federal workers and
stealing sensitive data from his com-
petitors.

Although this rip-off cuts $2 trillion
in vital programs, what do Republicans
plan to do with this money?
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Mr. Chairman, they are going to give
$4.5 trillion in tax cuts to the billion-
aires in this country. That is $4.5 tril-
lion in tax cuts. If that math doesn’t
compute, it is because Republicans ex-
pect Americans to buy the next
megayacht for Jeff Bezos.

Mr. Chairman, we are not going to do
that, and Democrats are voting ‘‘no”
on this budget. It is outrageous that
Republicans have the audacity to come
here with this budget that harms so
many Americans and ask us to support
billionaires and think we are going to
buy it? The majority thinks we are
going to support it? My colleagues on
the other side of the aisle have another
thought coming. We ain’t doing it.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
can’t believe my ears of Democrats
criticizing the audacity of Republicans
here in Washington, our Nation’s Cap-
ital, giving the hard-earned money
back to the people, letting them keep
more of their money as they have suf-
fered 4 years under record inflation,
record interest rate hikes, and record
consumer debt. How dare Republicans
give money back to small businesses
and working families so that they can
pay the bills and provide for their fami-
lies?

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GRAVES), the ‘‘Show-Me’’ State, our
House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure chairman.

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the chairman for yielding me time.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support
of the House’s fiscal year 2025 budget
resolution, which is a critical step
needed to unlock a reconciliation bill
that is going to help secure our border
and revitalize our military. It is going
to unleash American energy independ-
ence and extend tax cuts for American
families and small businesses.

Simply put, this budget delivers on
all of President Trump’s America First
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agenda by prioritizing the economic
and national security of hardworking
Americans. Failure to act on this budg-
et resolution, our House Republican
budget, risks trillions in tax increases
on Missouri farmers, small businesses,
and families.

Mr. Chairman, as a member of the
House Armed Services Committee, I
am pleased to see that the budget di-
rects an investment of $100 billion for
our national defense after years of
underinvestment.

As chairman of the Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee, we are
ready to do our part to produce a bill
that fulfills President Trump’s border
security agenda by providing funding
for the United States Coast Guard for
drug and migrant interdiction.

The Coast Guard has been under-
funded for years. However, this admin-
istration recognizes that the Coast
Guard is the workhorse when it comes
to securing our maritime border. I am
grateful for the President’s focus on
providing robust resources to the serv-
ice to do even more, and I know that
the men and women in the Coast Guard
are very much up to the task.

Despite delivering these robust in-
vestments, this budget still requires
the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee to generate at least $10 bil-
lion in savings overall. Committee Re-
publicans have been hard at work to
make sure that we are prepared to sup-
port the Coast Guard while also being
good stewards of taxpayer dollars by
responsibly offsetting our investments.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support this budget resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, the chair of the Budg-
et Committee said something moments
ago to the effect of: This is about giv-
ing the people their money back.

That is not so. This is about the one
in three Americans on Medicaid who
are at risk of losing it because what is
in this budget plan in black and white
are the largest cuts to Medicaid in
American history and cuts to other
programs like SNAP, school lunches,
and Head Start. Why is that? It is to
deliver tax cuts, 83 percent of which go
to the richest 1 percent of Americans.
That is what this plan is about.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO), my friend and ranking
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, as
ranking member of the Appropriations
Committee, I am responsible for fund-
ing programs and services that the
American people rely on.

I also see the importance of programs
like Medicaid, which help tens of mil-
lions of people afford health insurance.
After all of their talk of lowering the
cost of living, Republicans wasted no
time in making their real priorities
clear. For this majority, billionaires
and the biggest corporations always
come first.
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Elon Musk and President Trump are
hard at work trying to gut Medicaid
and the Affordable Care Act, which
helps nearly 100 million Americans af-
ford health insurance, medications, and
lifesaving care.

Nationwide, Medicaid and the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program pro-
vide medical coverage to nearly 4 in 10
children. Almost 40 percent of the chil-
dren in the United States get their
healthcare through Medicaid.

These programs were designed, im-
proved, and expanded over decades by
both parties to help people deal with
the high costs of healthcare, and they
have delivered for so many families. In
my district alone, there are 229,000 peo-
ple on Medicaid, including 79,000 chil-
dren and 33,000 seniors. Medicaid paid
for 3,000 births last year, providing
comprehensive prenatal, delivery, and
postpartum care to mnewborns and
mothers. These are programs that help
families and children. Medicaid works.

Elon Musk is only interested in help-
ing the richest among us. His dream is
to fully extend more than $4.5 trillion
worth of tax breaks to his billionaire
friends and the wealthiest corporations
in the world.

How will they pay for these tax cuts
and pay for this massive giveaway? Re-
publicans want to pay for this with
cuts to Medicaid, $880 billion from
Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act,
putting coverage at risk for millions of
Americans and raising their premiums.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. WILLIAMS of
Texas). The time of the gentlewoman
has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentlewoman from Connecticut.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, who
bears the brunt of these cuts: seniors,
children, low-income families, people
with disabilities, those struggling. The
most high healthcare costs impact the
first ones left behind.

Republicans are coming for SNAP
next, threatening 40 million Americans
who are just trying to put food on the
table. Democrats will stand where we
always do, on the side of the middle
class, against yet another reckless Re-
publican budget that steals even more
wealth for the billionaire class.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. JORDAN), my good friend and
chairman of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, the budget resolution
will allow us to cut taxes, reduce
spending, help our national defense,
and secure the border, which is exactly
what we told the voters we were going
to do in the election.

I always say that we make this job
way too complicated. It is pretty
darned simple. What did Members tell
the voters they were going to do when
they put their name on the ballot? If
they get elected, go do what they said.

The American people elected us, a
majority in the House and a majority
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in the Senate. There were 77 million
people who voted for President Trump.
We told them what we were going to
do. It is now time to do it, and this is
step one of that process.

The ranking member referenced the
American people. We are remembering
the American people, exactly what we
told them, and why they elected us. To
do all of that, it takes resources, par-
ticularly the one that focuses in our
committee on securing the border.

It takes resources, and the reason we
need so many resources to secure the
border is because the previous adminis-
tration screwed everything up so badly.
Day one of the Biden administration,
they made three decisions: no more
building the wall, no more remain in
Mexico, and when migrants get here,
they will not be detained but will be re-
leased.

When that is done and it is adver-
tised to the entire planet that those
are the new policies, everybody comes.
There were 10 million people who came,
almost the equivalent of the entire
population of the State I get the privi-
lege of representing.

Mr. Chairman, to fix that, my col-
leagues have to find resources, find
savings, and do what we are doing in
this legislation because it takes per-
sonnel. It takes equipment. It takes
space. It takes detention beds. It takes
judges. It takes lawyers to secure that
border and handle what needs to be
done to fix what Democrats caused and
created.

Mr. Chairman, I thank the chairman
for the good work he has done and the
Republican members of the Budget
Committee for putting this together.

The gentleman is right. If we don’t
do this, taxes are going to go up on the
families across this great country. I
don’t want the taxes to go up on the
families who I represent in the Fourth
District of Ohio. I don’t want that to
happen.

I want the borders secured. I want to
reduce spending because I know we are
running deficits in the trillions, and we
have piled up $36 trillion in debt. I
want to help our national defense be-
cause it is still a dangerous world.

I just got back from Israel last week.
We know how dangerous it is. They
know how dangerous this world is.

This bill is common sense, and it is
step one of a three-part process to get
us to what we told the American people
we were going to do and what they
elected us to do. That is why I hope we
can pass this.

Mr. Chairman, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote,
and I thank the chairman again for his
good work and his committee’s work.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, the gentleman from Ohio is
actually right: It is a dangerous world.

Mr. Chairman, do my colleagues
know what makes it more dangerous?
It is when, under this administration,
the United States is voting with Russia
and North Korea and Hungary and vot-
ing against every single one of our
democratic allies. That makes a dan-
gerous world infinitely more dan-
gerous.
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Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
California (Mr. HUFFMAN), my good
friend and the ranking member of the
Natural Resources Committee.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

In just 4 weeks, Donald Trump has
sown chaos all over this country. His
administration is defying court orders,
firing Federal workers, freezing vital
funding that our constituents depend
on, impacting everything from wildfire
preparations to water security, health
and housing programs, and a lot more.
All of this is under the guise of cost
savings, but the reality is there are no
meaningful savings or other benefits
for average taxpayers.

Real people’s lives are being turned
upside down: our National Park Serv-
ice and workers at a number of Federal
agencies, farmers, and firefighters. Ev-
eryone who depends on Federal services
is feeling the squeeze of this reckless
agenda. Meanwhile, Republicans are
preparing their budget reconciliation
bill, which is going to cost at least $4
trillion.

Mr. Chairman, our Republican col-
leagues are being coy about the spe-
cifics, but Americans can connect the
dots. There can’t be a tax cut for bil-
lionaires of that magnitude without ei-
ther dramatically slashing Medicaid
and maybe Social Security and Medi-
care while you are at it, or dramati-
cally exploding the deficit.

Just like every other action before
us, the Republicans’ budget is a be-
trayal of the American people. The ma-
jority is choosing billionaires over pro-
grams that everyday people depend on.

In my district alone, hundreds of
thousands of people will lose Medicaid.
Tens of thousands will lose SNAP bene-
fits that help put food on the table.
The Natural Resources Committee is
tasked with finding at least $1 billion
of these savings, $1 billion for their bil-
lionaire joyride. Their plan is to sell
off public lands and do more favors for
Big Oil.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentleman from California.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chairman, Re-
publicans plan to do more favors for
Big Oil even though they are rolling in
record profits and even though we are
already producing and exporting record
amounts of oil and gas. Of course, their
old favorite is to open up the Arctic
Refuge for drilling and pretend that
that will bring in money, as well. Last
time, it brought in zero dollars when
they did that in 2017.

Mr. Chairman, I am going to vote
“no.” I urge my colleagues to vote
££n0.37

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG), my friend
and the chair of the House Education
and Workforce. Committee.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Chairman, I
thank my friend from Texas for yield-
ing.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. Chairman, in November, the
American people delivered a clear and
resolute mandate to this Congress:
Rein in out-of-control spending.

For too long, bureaucrats in Wash-
ington recklessly spent Americans’
hard-earned tax dollars and drove up
our national debt to nearly cata-
strophic levels, hurting all Americans,
especially the most vulnerable.

For example, the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration attempted to spend as
much as $1 trillion through his illegal
and irresponsible student loan bailouts.
Virtually nothing was done to control
the cost of Federal student loan pro-
grams, meaning students will be able
to take on even more in student loan
debt and drive up the burden on all
Americans, even those who never went
to college or received a degree.

Why should we continue to spend
Americans’ tax dollars on a system
that is clearly not working?

Something must change, and Ameri-
cans are sick and tired of this wasteful
spending.

With Republicans in control of the
House, Senate, and White House, we
have a real opportunity to cut through
the waste, fraud, abuse, and falsehoods
in Washington.
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Reconciliation provides us with a
chance to address Washington’s spend-
ing problem.

Under the new Trump administra-
tion, we can cut spending, deliver on
the mandate given to us by the Amer-
ican people, and put more money back
in Americans’ pockets.

As I begin to yield back, I will await
the false report on Medicaid in Michi-
gan.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I wouldn’t want to disappoint
the gentleman from Michigan, so I am
happy to inform him of the accurate
number. This bill would put 2.4 million
people in Michigan at risk of losing
Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Washington (Ms.
JAYAPAL), a distinguished former mem-
ber of the Budget Committee.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chair, this bill is
a Republican betrayal of the middle
class and working families across the
country.

If you are at home watching this, I
want you to think about what Repub-
licans want to slash from your life so
that they can lower taxes for the big-
gest corporations and wealthiest bil-
lionaires like Elon Musk. They want to
cut a minimum, the floor, of $3880 bil-
lion from Medicaid, which covers
healthcare for 72 million Americans.

Medicaid pays for nursing homes for
five out of eight seniors across the
country. It pays for healthcare for 38
million kids, including over 3 million
kids in Texas and 1.2 million kids in
Ohio. In fact, it pays for 64 percent of
childbirths in Speaker MIKE JOHNSON
and Majority Leader STEVE SCALISE’S
home State of Louisiana.
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Any Republican who votes for this
resolution is voting for those cuts as
well as devastating cuts to nutrition
and Medicare.

Don’t listen to Republicans who try
to say that Medicaid won’t be touched.
I introduced an amendment to protect
Medicaid, which they blocked during
our budget markup because they in-
tend to cut Medicaid.

Remember when Donald Trump said
that he would tackle inflation and
lower costs on day one? Well, here we
are, a month in, and prices are rising.
Musk has taken a literal chain saw to
tens of thousands of jobs, putting fami-
lies and local economies at risk.

This budget resolution makes it clear
that the only people who Republicans
are willing to fight for in this country
are the wealthiest billionaires, who ap-
parently now rule the country.

This is unbridled greed and corrup-
tion. Vote ‘‘no’” on this disastrous
budget resolution.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. SMITH), my good friend
from the Cornhusker State who is also
chair of the Ways and Means Commit-
tee’s Trade Subcommittee.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair,
the American people want us to have a
thoughtful exchange here. I will hope-
fully contribute to that, especially
when I hear some of the accusations
made that are just off base, misleading,
and false.

Warren Buffett has paid a record
amount in taxes. I think that is worth
noting. That has been in the press very
widely in the last few days.

This budget framework delivers on
House Republicans’ and the President’s
promise to minimize tax burdens for
Americans across the income spec-
trum, promote security in our commu-
nities, and unleash economic growth.

The resolution would allow us to ex-
tend the historic tax relief from the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which has been
enormously successful, and we Kknow
this, in allowing families to keep more
of their paychecks and supercharging
growth for small businesses.

If these tax cuts are allowed to ex-
pire, as we have heard, the average
American would suffer. Make no mis-
take, small businesses, family farms,
and so many other folks would suffer.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 15 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Nebraska.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair,
the American people want us to have a
thoughtful exchange on this. Let’s ele-
vate the debate and stick to the facts,
realizing we can do well for the Amer-
ican people by doing so.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I will remind the gentleman
that this bill would put 340,000 people
in Nebraska at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
CHU), a member of the Budget Com-
mittee.
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Ms. CHU. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposi-
tion to the Republican rip-off.

Budgets tell priorities, and as infla-
tion goes up and Americans continue
struggling to pay their rent, purchase
groceries, and afford going to the doc-
tor, Republicans stand united to sell
out the working class by ripping away
healthcare coverage and food from
children to pay for tax cuts for the
rich.

This is the unbelievable but real cru-
elty of their budget. Make devastating
cuts to Medicaid for 135,000 mostly sen-
iors and children in my district alone,
slash SNAP benefits for thousands of
hungry children and families, and end
ACA premium tax cuts that currently
save families over $6,000 annually, and
for what? To give $5 trillion in hand-
outs to those who need it the least, the
ultrarich and big corporations.

Let’s be clear: My Republican col-
leagues will declare that this resolu-
tion is necessary to extending the 2017
Trump tax scam to purportedly help
the middle class. This is a lie. The ma-
jority of the tax cuts that they aim to
extend will only benefit the rich, and
the middle class will lose so many of
the benefits they rely on.

In their 2017 Trump tax scam, Repub-
licans slashed the corporate tax rate
and watched 100 percent of those bene-
fits flow to shareholders, billionaires,
and high-paid executives. What did
workers get? A big fat zero.

Even still, President Trump wants to
cut the corporate tax rate by even
more. What is more, Republicans’ ap-
parent concern for fiscal responsibility
is nowhere to be found. Their budget
will actually balloon our national debt
in a reverse Robin Hood scheme that
betrays the working Americans we all
represent.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentlewoman from California.

Ms. CHU. Mr. Chair, my constituents
deserve better. All of our constituents
deserve better.

I, once again, voice my opposition to
the Republican rip-off that would do
nothing to address the needs of the ev-
eryday American people.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. HILL), my good friend and the
chair of the House Financial Services
Committee.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Chair, I
thank Mr. ARRINGTON for yielding this
time.

Mr. Chair, what is irresponsible, to
those watching this debate, is the
truth about the Biden-Harris policies,
that when you combine irresponsible
fiscal policy in this Nation over the
past 4 years and an irresponsible mone-
tary policy—what is irresponsible, Mr.
Chair, is the fact that our families are
suffering from inflation, the highest in
40 years. It takes $1.21 for what cost $1
just 4 years ago.

The resolution before us changes the
direction. It delivers on President
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Trump’s agenda to put the American
people first. This resolution does pro-
tect the American people from the
largest tax increase in American his-
tory.

Let’s set the record straight: The top
1 percent are paying more in taxes
than they have ever paid in the history
of the country. They pay 45 percent of
all the taxes in this country, and 50
percent of us are paying the least
amount of tax they have ever paid in
American history.

This bill goes on to support border
security and national defense, which
President Trump campaigned on and
Republicans campaigned on, and it
reins in wasteful spending. It reduces
our long-term debt to GDP.

In the Financial Services Committee,
we are pleased to follow the direction
of the House Budget Committee and de-
liver on spending reforms by cutting
back one of the most wasteful agencies
that we have, the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, upon hearing that the rich-
est 1 percent of Americans pay 45 per-
cent in taxes, my heart is breaking. I
will be sure that at church this Sunday
we take up an extra collection, but God
knows that the billions of dollars they
are about to get in this budget resolu-
tion will certainly help line their pock-
ets.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
MCGARVEY), a distinguished member of
the Budget Committee.

Mr. MCGARVEY. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to the Republican budget
resolution and urge my colleagues to
reject it for what it is: a total scam
and betrayal of the middle class.

A budget isn’t just a policy docu-
ment. It is a moral document. In their
budget, the Republicans make their
moral code clear: The rich get richer,
and the rest of us pay for it.

There is no reason a teacher in Lou-
isville, Kentucky, should pay more in
taxes than Tesla did last year.

Mr. Chair, let’s talk about how this
budget will hurt Kentuckians. This
budget mandates at least $880 billion of
cuts to Medicaid; $230 billion of cuts to
take meals away from seniors, vet-
erans, and kids; and at least $330 bil-
lion of cuts to our public schools.

Let me make this clear for those of
you watching from Kentucky.

If you are one of the 1.4 million peo-
ple in the Commonwealth who gets
health insurance through kynect, Re-
publicans are coming for your
healthcare.

If you have a kid in JCPS, Repub-
licans are coming after their edu-
cation—fewer teachers, fewer opportu-
nities, and no more free school lunches.

If you are one of our veterans, our
seniors, or the one in five Kentucky
kids going hungry as we speak, Repub-
licans want to take away your next
meal.

It is wrong. I met with over a thou-
sand of my constituents this weekend.
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They are angry. I am angry, too, be-
cause this budget hurts people, and for
what? So Elon Musk can get even rich-
er. It is a scam.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. EDWARDS), also a
Budget Committee member who helped
us draft this budget framework.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Chairman, first
of all, I acknowledge the great work
that our Budget Committee chairman
has done to bring us to this point
today. It has taken him hundreds of
hours and tested his blood pressure
quite seriously to get us to this point.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in firm sup-
port of this resolution.

In November last year, 77 million
Americans demanded changes in how
our Federal Government is working for
them, particularly changes in the dis-
astrous policies from the last 4 years. I
plan to help deliver on those demands
by fixing how Washington works and
implementing President Trump’s agen-
da to make America first.

This resolution gives us the frame-
work that we need to meet the de-
mands of those 77 million Americans.
Those demands include fixing our bor-
der crisis once and for all. This resolu-
tion does that. Those demands include
unleashing American energy. This res-
olution does that.

Mr. Chair, I urge strong support for
this resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, may I inquire as to the time re-
maining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Pennsylvania has 15¥4 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman who just
spoke that this bill would put 2.8 mil-
lion people in North Carolina at risk of
losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
AMO), a distinguished member of the
Budget Committee.

Mr. AMO. Mr. Chair, I ask myself two
questions on every vote: Who does this
benefit? Who does this hurt?

Today, the answers are clear. This
Republican budget resolution would
benefit the richest 1 percent. Who
would it hurt? Working-class families
struggling to make ends meet.

It threatens third graders in my
hometown of Pawtucket who rely on
the community eligibility provision to
eat school breakfast and lunch. It
threatens a new mom on Aquidneck Is-
land who needs Medicaid to afford
postpartum care. It threatens seniors
in East Providence who depend on Med-
icaid’s home- and community-based
services to stay connected to their
loved ones as they age at home.

All of these ordinary Americans
would get hurt. For what? To pay for
tax cuts for the rich. Don’t believe me?
Look at the numbers.

The Republican plan could slash $230
billion from SNAP and $880 billion
from Medicaid, two proposals which
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allow them to turn around and shovel
$1.1 trillion in tax giveaways to the
richest 1 percent.
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Mr. Chair, when I first read through
this resolution, I thought surely it
must be a mistake, there is no way
that Republicans would intentionally
hurt working Americans, right?

Wrong. Democrats tried to stop the
madness over and over, but Repub-
licans refused to listen.

Just yesterday, Republicans refused
to consider my amendment to block
cuts to SNAP and programs that pro-
vide free and reduced-price lunches for
students. You heard that right. Repub-
licans want to make it harder for hun-
gry children to eat.

Republicans also refused to join me
in supporting Medicaid. It provides
health coverage to 72 million Ameri-
cans, including over 300,000 Rhode Is-
landers. That is not a typo. Repub-
licans are putting the needs of billion-
aires above the needs of ordinary
Americans. If that isn’t a betrayal, I
don’t know what is.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MCDOWELL), a
Budget Committee member and good
friend.

Mr. MCDOWELL. Mr. Chair, while we
may not agree on whose State has bet-
ter barbecue, one thing we do agree on
is that today is a momentous day; not
for one party, but for all Americans.
Today, we take a giant step toward ful-
filling the mandate given by millions
of Americans.

For too long, the people’s interests
have been drowned out by an agenda
pursued by elite, leftwing politicians.
The elite, leftwing politicians don’t
feel the impact of their reckless poli-
cies. Whether it be pursuing open bor-
der policies or policies that fuel infla-
tion, it is normal citizens who feel the
impact.

Today, we start the process of restor-
ing America’s strength. Rather than
pursue a reckless, ideological joyride
agenda, this resolution paves the way
for historic investment in our coun-
try’s border security, permanent tax
relief for the middle class, getting rid
of the inflation tax that has hit the
working class, and rooting out waste,
fraud, and abuse throughout our gov-
ernment.

Mr. Chair, Americans demand better.
This resolution does that. I urge a
‘‘yes’ vote.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I remind the gentleman this
bill would put 2.8 million people in
North Carolina at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MOSKOWITZ), a member of the Judiciary
Committee.

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Chair, Rep-
resentative THOMAS MASSIE is a budget
hawk who walks around with the debt
clock—which, by the way, I bought. It
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is $99 on the website. Today, he talked
about that if the Republican budget
passes, the budget deficit doesn’t get
better. It gets worse.

Then Elon Musk commented, and he
said: That sounds bad.

Boy, that is awkward. I mean, you
know how much we hate it when you
guys fight amongst each other.

That wasn’t enough, right? Then
Representative MASSIE went to the Re-
publican meeting where the budget was
being discussed, and he came out, and
he said: You know what, they con-
vinced me.

They convinced me that he is a ‘‘no.”
The reason he is a ‘‘no,” he said, over
the next 3 years, it is going to add al-
most a trillion dollars to the debt, and
that is in the best case, the most rosy
scenario. Then he said: That is a lie.

This clock that we have that has the
debt, it is still going up. DOGE has not
yet reversed it. I say that as a member
of the DOGE Caucus who wants to
shrink the size of government and cut
spending. This 36, instead of your budg-
et making it a 35, it is going to make
it a 37. We are going to go to $37 tril-
lion in debt.

If you pass this today, this idea about
DOGE or the Republicans being fiscal
hawks or wanting to cut spending is no
longer a reality.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. CRAWFORD).
Members are reminded to address their
remarks to the Chair.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, I remind the gen-
tleman that the last 4 years, President
Biden and my Democratic colleagues
set a record of $8 trillion added to the
national debt. If you add the $5 trillion
in interest expense, well, I don’t know
that anybody is going to ever accom-
plish that feat. That is $6 billion bor-
rowed a day, and during that reign of
reckless spending, they added $116,000
to the debt burden that our children
will bear into the future.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from California (Mr. OBERNOLTE), also
a Budget Committee member.

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Chair, I thank
the chairman of the Budget Committee
and my friend from Texas for yielding.

Mr. Chair, this year we will borrow
almost $2 trillion, which represents al-
most a third of all Federal spending.

For the first time in the history of
our country, this year we will spend
more on interest paying the national
debt that we have already borrowed,
and in several years three-quarters of
all Federal spending, borrowing, will be
just to pay interest on the money that
we have already borrowed.

Several years after that, we won’t
even have enough money to pay the in-
terest on the national debt, which will
signal a devastating default for our
country.

Mr. Chair, we cannot allow that to
happen. Yet, Mr. Chair, we have a
spending problem. We do not have a
revenue problem. Last year, we col-
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lected more dollars in Federal tax rev-
enue than ever in the history of our
country.

That is why this budget resolution is
so important. It starts us, finally,
down the path of reducing Federal
spending rather than increasing Fed-
eral spending, and it does it without in-
creasing taxes on hardworking Ameri-
cans. That is why I am proud to urge a
‘“‘yes’ vote.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman that
this resolution would put 13.4 million
people in California at risk of losing
Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Vermont (Ms.
BALINT), a great member of the Budget
Committee.

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong opposition to the Republican
budget.

Here is the deal: Republicans have
the House, the Senate, and the White
House. They could be passing legisla-
tion to actually make our lives better,
to lower costs on groceries, on pre-
scription drugs. They could be lowering
the cost of housing. Instead they are
attacking the very programs that
working- and middle-class families rely
on in this country. It is a betrayal.

All of us were sent here to work on
behalf of the people back home. We
were sent here to lower costs for peo-
ple, to alleviate suffering. I know that
my colleagues were as well. Therefore,
I ask, why are they letting Trump do
this? Why?

This Republican budget doesn’t do
anything to address the costs that
working people are facing. They have
proposed a budget that gives massive,
massive tax cuts to the wealthiest and
corporations in this country. How will
they pay for it? They will pay for it by
making deep cuts to Medicare, to the
tune of $880 billion, and deep cuts to
SNAP benefits. That is right, taking
food away from families who need it.

They will be increasing the deficit. It
is long past time for them to stop lec-
turing us about the debt when they
know full well that their math is not
mathing. They are adding to the deficit
with this program, and they are lit-
erally giving the money away to the
wealthiest who do not need it.

When I vote on this Republican budg-
et, I will be thinking of all the working
families back home in Vermont, people
who sent me here to work on their be-
half, not against them. I am thinking
of families who worry that they won’t
have Head Start.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentlewoman from Vermont.

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Chair, I am think-
ing of the small businesses in Vermont
that have reached out to me to say
that Trump’s proposed tariff war with
Canada is going to crush them. I am
thinking about the 150,000 Vermonters
who are dependent on Medicaid.
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I urge my colleagues to reject this
unfair budget.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN), also my
colleague on the House Budget Com-
mittee.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I think I
have to address some of the things that
I think are out of line or misspoke with
regard to the other party today.

First of all, I want to point out there
are not a lot of details in this budget.
The budget has a lot of top-line num-
bers in which we try to keep tax cuts
that went into effect 8 years ago in ef-
fect because we had a strong economy
with high employment. There are no
specific cuts in here.

The frustrating thing I hear from the
other side is that they are talking
about that any cut or any reduction in
spending is a problem. Let me remind
people, 26 percent of the current level
of spending for the current year is bor-
rowed. That should be of huge concern
to everybody. The average American
has about $100,000 as their share of
debt. Think of that, a family of four
has $400,000 in their share of the debt.
The average person or the average
American in the budget coming up this
year will be spending about $20,000.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 15 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. GROTHMAN. One more time, re-
member, America has to know that 26
percent of every Social Security dollar,
26 percent of every new tank, 20 per-
cent of every new education dollar is
borrowed, at a time where interest
costs are going up.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I would remind the gentleman,
this bill would put 1.2 million people in
the Badger State at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Massachusetts (Ms. PRESSLEY), a
distinguished member of the Oversight
and Government Reform Committee.

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Chair, I rise on
behalf of the Massachusetts Seventh
Congressional District.

As the House prepares to vote on a
truly horrifying Republican budget res-
olution, one void of empathy or com-
mon sense, I am thinking of the people
in my district who stand to be harmed
the most: families in Mattapan who re-
ceive their healthcare through
MassHealth, the Medicaid program for
Massachusetts; mothers in Chelsea,
who rely on SNAP to feed their babies;
disabled veterans in Randolph who re-
ceive lifesaving care and benefits
through the VA; families in Roxbury
who rely on Head Start for childcare.

This Republican majority said they
would spend the next 2 years cutting
costs for the middle class, but the only
thing they are cutting is trillions of
dollars from lifesaving programs our
communities depend on to make ends
meet.
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Mr. Chair, this has never been about
efficiency. Tell me how it is efficient to
make people across this country sick-
er, hungrier, poorer, and more vulner-
able. Tell me how it is efficient to buy
more toy rockets for Donald Trump’s
billionaire friends while parents can’t
afford groceries. The cruelty is the
point. What a callous shame and a
sham.

I urge my colleagues to stand with
the people. Protect families and reject
this shameful budget resolution. In the
words of a righteous faith leader whose
place of worship Donald Trump re-
cently attended: Have mercy.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I think God has had mercy on this
country, and he is giving us a shot now
to turn this country around and to give
it back to the American people; to re-
turn to commonsense policies, to put
the American people first, and to clean
up the mess in Washington, D.C.

We have seen the exposure of the
waste and the woke and the bloat, and
it is immoral to hand our country like
this to the next generation. We are
long overdue to get our fiscal house in
order, Mr. Chairman.

The American people deserve to keep
more of their money. The American
people deserve fiduciaries in Congress
who will take care to steward their tax
dollars. The people who need these pro-
grams that we created for the most
vulnerable deserve to have the pro-
grams without having folks siphon off
moneys or people that are ineligible
draining those programs.

We have got a lot of work to do. We
won’t be intimidated by the rhetoric.
We won’t be scared into paralysis any-
more as a Republican Party. We are
standing up with our President and
fearless leader, Mr. Donald J. Trump.
We know the American people are be-
hind us 100 percent. We are leaning in,
and we are going to save this country.

We are going to give our children a
fighting chance at the blessings of lib-
erty and the land of opportunity.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN), a
member of the Budget Committee, my
good friend who is a fighter for our
freedom and fiscal sanity.
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Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in
full support of the House budget resolu-
tion. I thank Mr. ARRINGTON for the
yeoman’s work he has done. He stood
tall and he stood strong.

For those who are watching on TV
and for those listening, we have gotten
a steady diet of the same old, worn-out
tactics: rich, poor, divinity politics,
taking food from hungry children.
They haven’t used granny is going over
the cliff yet, but I assume that is com-
ing.

My question to my good friends on
the other side is: Where were they the
last 4 years? Where were they? We have
got a steady diet of high inflation. We
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have got a steady diet of 15 million
illegals coming into this country, using
every public school, every hospital, not
being a citizen, draining the payroll,
and draining the economy of America.

What about the empathy for the
poor, unaccompanied children who
came over here and are in sex trades, if
they are still living, many of them,
well over 400,000 children? What about
the inflation at every level? Where
were you the last 4 years?

With house prices, where were you?
Interest rates, you were nowhere to be
found. Where were your solutions? You
didn’t have any because we have got
two worldviews. You think taxes paid
by Americans is your money to spend
like you want.

What Elon Musk and Donald Trump
are doing is identifying the waste. Let
the American people judge. Seventy-
seven million Americans judged on who
they thought could lead this country,
and it wasn’t an inept President who
couldn’t give a press conference if he
had to or read a thank-you card. That
is who you put up with for 4 years.

The past is the judge of the future. I
would love to have $5 trillion in cuts on
this bill.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, we have got
more to go. This is the first step. The
journey starts with the first step. We
are going to fight, and we are going to
stop the policies that have bankrupted
this country, that you have put up
with for the past 4 years. Time is up. It
is time for a new day.

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to direct their comments to the
Chair.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman that
this bill would put 1 million people in
South Carolina at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

I appreciate the previous speaker’s
candor. He is saying he wants $5 tril-
lion worth of cuts. To quote him, this
is only the beginning. I hope that every
middle-class American hears that and
knows what is coming. By his own
words, this is just the beginning. This
is bad enough.

What are we talking about? We are
talking about $880 billion worth of cuts
to Medicaid and the ACA, $230 billion
worth of cuts to nutrition programs,
$330 billion worth of cuts to student
loan programs, Pell grants, Head Start,
school lunches, and more. Why? It is
all so tax cuts worth $4.5 trillion can
g0 to the richest 1 percent of Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from New Jersey (Ms.
Pou), a wonderful new Member of this
body and a distinguished member of
the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure.

Ms. POU. Mr. Chair, I rise for the
first speech on the floor of this body to
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reject the Republicans’ so-called budg-
et.

I came to Congress to help my con-
stituents. I came here to provide direct
relief to struggling Americans and lift
people up. This Republican budget does
none of those things. It is nothing
more than a blueprint for cruelty. This
GOP budget will destroy Medicaid and
take healthcare away from millions of
Americans.

In my district alone, this could strip
healthcare from the 215,000 people on
Medicaid, blow up hospital budgets,
raise insurance premiums, all to give
trillions in tax cuts to the millionaires.
This is another cash giveaway to the
superrich at the expense of ruining
American lives.

Mr. Chair, I reject it, and I intend to
vote ‘‘no”” to this cruel Republican
budget.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chair, my good friend and rank-
ing member made a comment about
Mr. RALPH NORMAN from South Caro-
lina. Listen closely to what he said. He
would like to cut $5 trillion from the
budget.

Add my name to that list because the
GAO says there is $56 trillion of fraud
throughout the four corners of this
Federal Government. That is the peo-
ple’s money. We ought to spend every
waking hour together, across the aisle,
and in a bipartisan way to go and root
out that waste and fraud that is fleec-
ing the taxpayers.

Count me in the camp of Mr. RALPH
NORMAN when the Government Ac-
countability Office says that there is $5
trillion of defrauding the people’s gov-
ernment and the people’s money. We
will not hear anybody on the other side
of the aisle, and there are some good
and well-intended people. In this de-
bate we will not hear them talking
about illegals being on welfare rolls or
the fact their President, President Joe
Biden, with the stroke of a pen, wel-
comed illegals onto welfare and
healthcare rolls.

We can’t even afford Social Security
benefits because the fund will be insol-
vent within the next 10 years. Instead,
we are bringing people who aren’t even
citizens onto the social safety nets
that are paid for by taxpayers. We are
not spending that money, that precious
treasure of taxpayers, to shore up
Medicare and Social Security.

It makes no sense to me. Do you
know what? It made no sense to the
American people. That is why they
gave this President a mandate and
gave this country unified Republican
leadership. They are apparently still in
denial. They are disconnected from the
reality of the last 4 years.

They may have had all the best in-
tentions, but the pain and the suffering
that the American people endured be-
cause of the reckless, record trillions
of dollars in spending and the failed
economic policies of the last adminis-
tration is real. They didn’t forget it.
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They voted with that acid test and that
fundamental question: Is my life better
today?

I don’t think there has ever been in
American history a clearer contrast be-
tween the two parties back to back
with Republican total control in ’17
and ’18, Democrat unified leadership on
the heels of that, and the philosophies,
the values, the worldviews, the poli-
cies, and the consequences borne by the
American people.

Mr. Chair, they have chosen a very
different path, and they have asked us
to reverse course and to reverse the
curse that looms not only over this
country but our children’s future.

I am surprised that I haven’t heard
one sentence about the waste, fraud,
and abuse in the Federal Government
at $5 trillion. I am surprised that I
haven’t heard any criticisms of the
millions of people who have come to
this country illegally and drained Med-
icaid, according to CBO, by billions of
dollars. That was a letter in response
to an inquiry that we sent.

How much of the tax dollars and
Medicaid are being siphoned off for
people who are here illegally? I can’t
believe there is not more indignation
on account of the fact that $9,000 is
what we are spending on people who
broke the law, violated our sov-
ereignty, and are here in this country
illegally.

Taxpayers are spending $9,000 per il-
legal immigrant for social services
that were intended for the United
States citizens. That $9,000 represents
more money than we spend on our own
vulnerable American citizens on Med-
icaid, but we won’t hear any of that
today.

The American people know better.
They have always had better judgment,
and they made the right call. We aim
to deliver for them.

Mr. Chair, may I inquire as to how
much time is remaining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Texas has 7 minutes remaining.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, may I inquire as to how much
time is remaining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Pennsylvania has 4% minutes re-
maining.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Chair, let me first say before my
closing that my good friend and chair
of the Budget Committee and I have
worked closely together in opposition a
lot of the time but actually in agree-
ment some of the time with some real
achievements, though not today.

He said something that really inter-
ests me. There is this GAO report
showing $5 trillion of fraud. I certainly
would be interested in seeing that re-
port. The size of the entire budget
every year is only $6.5 trillion. How in
the world is $5 trillion out of $6.5 tril-
lion really fraud? I find it a little hard
to believe.
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Mr. Chair, we are at a pivotal mo-
ment. I said at the beginning of this de-
bate some 2% hours ago that this budg-
et resolution represents the Republican
betrayal of the middle class. For the
last 2% hours, we have heard speaker
after speaker on my side expose ex-
actly why that is so.

First and foremost, and I think most
crucially, the $880 billion in cuts to
Medicaid, the largest cuts in American
history to Medicaid, why is that impor-
tant? It is important because 72 million
Americans rely on Medicaid. Another
20 million rely and get their healthcare
through the Affordable Care Act. They
are also at risk.

We have heard further that, while
those are the biggest cuts, there are
even more. There are hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in cuts to nutrition as-
sistance, school lunch programs, Pell
grants, and Head Start. The list goes
on and on. Why is that? It is all to de-
liver $4.5 trillion of tax cuts to the
richest 1 percent of Americans.

Let’s not forget the fact that in order
to cover the rest of the costs of those
tax cuts, they are increasing the debt
limit by $4 trillion. They like to talk
about debt and how horrible it is, but
this piece of legislation will make our
debt situation far worse.

This is the Republican betrayal of
the middle class. Day after day, in my
home State of Pennsylvania, can-
didates from both sides talk about how
the number one priority should be to
lower costs for Americans. The Presi-
dent made that promise. He said he
would do it on day one.

Here we are more than a month in,
and there is not one executive order or
one bill to lower the costs for the
American people. Instead, we have this
bill to take money from the middle
class and give it to those who need it
the least.

Mr. Chair, I am proud to lead the op-
position to this Republican betrayal of
the middle class. I urge every Member
of this House to vote ‘“‘no,” and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Chair, let me also pay respects to
my ranking member. He is a great guy.
He has been a really good partner. We
have done some really important
things together on a bipartisan basis.
In fact, we passed more bipartisan leg-
islation to fix the broken budget proc-
ess which doesn’t serve either party in
this institution well.

Mr. Chair, I give him equal credit, if
not more credit. When you are the mi-
nority, there is tremendous pressure
not to work with the majority. He is an
American first. We may disagree, but 1
know where his heart is.

Let me answer the question to the
ranking member. The $5 trillion is a
CBO score. That is a 10-year budget
window score just like the $2 trillion
that we have as a goal to reduce reck-
less, wasteful, and fraudulent spending.

Mr. Chair, the reconciliation process
is generally to reconcile the House and
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Senate budgets but more than a proc-
ess for matching up revenues and out-
lays. This exercise, more importantly,
is reconciling the difference between
the American people’s interest, expec-
tations, and values in a Federal Gov-
ernment that has totally lost its way,
forgotten who it serves, and too often
has failed to faithfully, fairly, and effi-
ciently execute the laws of the land.
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Mr. Chair, if we learned anything
from the November election, it is that
the American people want a strong
country. They want a competent leader
and commonsense policies, and they
want all of us to put America first.
That is what this budget resolution
does.

I like to think of this budget resolu-
tion as a promissory note to our chil-
dren to preserve the land of liberty and
opportunity by safeguarding it from an
unwieldy government with unbridled
spending, taxing, and regulating that
threatens to destroy it.

Mr. Chairman, I said this in the
Budget Committee, and I am going to
say it now to close: The era of waste-
ful, woke, and weaponized government
is over, and this budget resolution will
be its tombstone. Here lies one of the
darkest chapters in American history:
open borders, record crime, lawless-
ness, feckless foreign policies, cost-of-
living crises. Enough. It is time to re-
verse the curse. It is time to reverse
the reckless spending and failed poli-
cies and do the first and most impor-
tant job of the Federal Government:
Keep the American people safe.

That is exactly what we intend to do,
and that is exactly what we deliver
with this framework.

Mr. Chairman, I include in the
RECORD three statements from organi-
zations supporting this legislation.

NFIB,
Washington, DC, February 24, 2025.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of NFIB,
the nation’s leading small business advocacy
organization, I write in support of the H.
Con. Res 14, Establishing the congressional
budget for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2025 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2026
through 2034. A vote in favor of H. Con. Res.
14 will be considered an NFIB Key Vote for
the 119th Congress. When enacted, this budg-
et resolution will allow Congress to use the
budget reconciliation process to make the 20
percent small business deduction permanent.

In less than a year, taxes will increase on
over 30 million small businesses if Congress
fails to act. The budget reconciliation proc-
ess presents the best opportunity for Con-
gress to prevent a tax increase on small em-
ployers and make the 20 percent small busi-
ness tax deduction permanent. The 20 per-
cent small business deduction was claimed
by nearly 26 million small businesses in 2021.
If made permanent the deduction will grow
the economy by $750 billion over the next ten
years, while adding 1.2 million jobs each
year. Over 91 percent of NFIB Members sup-
port making expiring small business Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act provisions permanent.

Making the 20 percent small business tax
deduction permanent is the most important
action Congress can take to help small busi-
nesses this year. Passing H. Con. Res. 14 is
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the first step in achieving this outcome.
NFIB strongly supports H. Con. Res. 14 and
will be considered an NFIB Key Vote for the
119th Congress.
Sincerely,
ADAM TEMPLE,
Senior Vice President for Advocacy, NFIB.
MAIN ST. EMPLOYERS,
February 24, 2025.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES,
House Minority Leader, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON AND MINORITY
LEADER JEFFRIES: The undersigned business
groups urge Congress to act quickly to pre-
vent a massive tax hike on Main Street busi-
nesses, beginning with the speedy adoption
of the House budget resolution.

Absent action, millions of Main Street
businesses organized as S corporations, part-
nerships, and sole proprietorships will see
their taxes go up sharply next year. Taxes on
these pass-through businesses will go up
when they earn profits, when they invest,
and when they pass their businesses on to
the next generation.

Pass-through businesses are the backbone
of the American economy. They account for
95 percent of all businesses and employ 63
percent of all private sector workers. They
also form the economic foundation for thou-
sands of communities nationwide. Without
them, those communities would face a future
of lower growth, fewer jobs, and more
boarded-up buildings.

Provisions to make permanent the Section
199A deduction, maintain rates on individ-
uals and pass-through businesses, provide es-
tate tax relief, and increase deductions for
business investment in equipment and R&D
are critical to the continued success of our
members.

The House budget is the first step in im-
proving the tax treatment of all these areas
and providing pass-through businesses with
the certainty they need to survive and grow.

The more quickly Congress acts, the soon-
er Main Street can get back to investing in
our communities and creating jobs for your
constituents. We appreciate your work on
this important legislation and look forward
to seeing this resolution enacted soon.

Sincerely,

Agricultural Retailers Association, AICC,
The Independent Packaging Association, Air
Conditioning Contractors of America, Amer-
ican Building Materials Alliance, American
Council of Engineering Companies, American
Council of Independent Laboratories (ACIL),
American Farm Bureau Federation, Amer-
ican International Automobile Dealers Asso-
ciation, American Lighting Association,
American Rental Association, American
Staffing Association, American Subcontrac-
tors Association.

American Supply Association, American
Veterinary Medical Association,
AmericanHort, Associated Equipment Dis-
tributors, Associated General Contractors of
America, Brick Industry Association, Chi-
cago Roofing Contractors Association, Coali-
tion of Franchisee Associations, Construc-
tion Industry Round Table, Distribution
Contractors Association, Door and Hardware
Institute, Energy Marketers of America.

Family Business Association of California,
Family Business Coalition, FCA Inter-
national, Foodservice Equipment Distribu-
tors Association, Forest Resources Associa-
tion, Franchise Business Services, GAWDA,
Glass Packaging Institute, Global Cold
Chain  Alliance, Hardwood Federation,
Health & Fitness Association.

Heating, Air-conditioning, & Refrigeration
Distributors International, Independent
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Bakers Association, Independent Electrical
Contractors, Independent Insurance Agents
& Brokers of America (Big “‘I’’), Industrial
Fasteners Institute, International
Foodservice Distributors Association, Inter-
national Housewares Association, Inter-
national Institute of Building Enclosure
Consultants (IIBEC), International Sign As-
sociation, ISSA, the Worldwide Cleaning In-
dustry Association.

Job Creators Network, Leading Builders of
America, Main Street Employers Coalition,
Manufactured Housing Institute, Meat Insti-
tute, Metal Construction Association, Metals
Service Center Institute, Michigan Farm Bu-
reau, Mortgage Bankers Association, Nareit,
National Apartment Association, National
Association of Convenience Stores.

National Association of Electrical Dis-
tributors (NAED), National Association of
Insurance and Financial Advisors, National
Association of Professional Insurance
Agents, National Association of Wholesaler-
Distributors, National Automatic Merchan-
dising Association (NAMA), National Confec-
tioners Association, National Cotton Coun-
cil, National Council of Farmer Coopera-
tives, National Electrical Contractors Asso-
ciation.

National Electrical Manufacturers Rep-
resentatives Association (NEMRA), National
Energy & Fuels Institute (NEFI), National
Fastener Distributors Association, National
Federation of Independent Business, Na-
tional Franchisee Association, National
Lumber & Building Material Dealers Asso-
ciation, National Marine Distributors Asso-
ciation, National Multifamily Housing Coun-
cil, National Peach Council.

National Ready Mixed Concrete Associa-
tion, National Restaurant Association, Na-
tional Roofing Contractors Association, Na-
tional RV Dealers Assoc. (RVDA), National
Small Business Association (NSBA), Na-
tional Stone, Sand and Gravel Association,
National Wooden Pallet & Container Asso-
ciation, NATSO, Representing America’s
Travel Centers and Truck Stops, North
American Association of Food Equipment
Manufacturers (NAFEM).

Outdoor Power Equipment and Engine
Service Association, Pennsylvania Farm Bu-
reau, PRINTING United Alliance, Profes-
sional Beauty Association, S Corporation As-
sociation, Service Station Dealers of Amer-
ica and Allied Trades, SIGMA: America’s
Leading Fuel Marketers, Small Business &
Entrepreneurship Council, Small Business
Legislative Council (SBLC), Society of Colli-
sion Repair Specialists (SCRS), South-
eastern Lumber Manufacturers Association,
Specialty Equipment Market Association
(SEMA), Spray Polyurethane Foam Alliance,
Subchapter S Bank Association.

Textile Care Allied Trades Association,
The Association for Hose and Accessories
Distribution, The Fertilizer Institute, The
Real Estate Roundtable, The Transportation
Alliance, Tile Roofing Industry Alliance,
Tire Industry Association, US Sweet Potato
Council, Virginia Association of Roofing
Professionals, WASDA—Water and Sewer
Distributors of America, Wholesale Florist &
Floral Supplier Association, Workplace So-
lutions Association, Wyoming Stock Grow-
ers Association.

NAW URGES CONGRESS TO SUPPORT HOUSE

BUDGET RESOLUTION, PREVENT DETRI-
MENTAL TAX INCREASES ON AMERICAN
WORKERS

NAW applauds the House and Senate for
moving forward with their respective budget
resolutions and urges Members of Congress
to support and vote for the House Budget
Resolution to unlock comprehensive legisla-
tion necessary to prevent a massive tax in-
crease on millions of America’s businesses
and workers.
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If tax provisions enacted by the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA) such as the 199A
small business deduction are allowed to ex-
pire this year, as projected, the net result
will be an unfathomable tax increase on 30
million small businesses, impacting 2.6 mil-
lion workers supported by the provision.
Workers across the country will face addi-
tional tax increases due to the expiration of
lower individual tax rates, the doubled
standard deduction, and the doubled child
tax credit.

NAW members such as First Supply, a
multigenerational, family-owned plumbing
business, have made their voices clear.
Wholesaler-distributors are predominantly
high-tax, low margin businesses and have re-
lied on TCJA provisions to offer well-paying,
skilled jobs with extensive benefits and ca-
reer development programs. If lawmakers
fail to act, pass-through businesses could
face a top tax rate of 39.6 percent, which will
threaten the ability of our industry to con-
tinue re-investing in their workers and com-
munities. The TCJA provisions have worked
and should be permanently extended, giving
certainty to pro-growth, pro-family, small
business owners nationwide.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’ on H.
Con. Res. 14, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER)
each will control 30 minutes on the
subject of economic goals and policies.

The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT).

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

To the chairman and the minority, I
first want to apologize to everyone. I
have one of my crappy lung infections,
so at some point, I am going to start
coughing and doing an inhaler. Just ig-
nore me. Somehow, I thought that
would be funnier.

Mr. Chairman and my good friend,
Mr. BEYER, I think this is somewhat of
a unique opportunity. Those of us from
the Joint Economic Committee actu-
ally take math seriously. We don’t al-
ways see things alike, but the fact of
the matter is the Joint Economic Com-
mittee I think started in 1956. It has
this remarkable history of some of the
world’s greatest economists coming
and speaking before walking us
through it. That is why, at this mo-
ment, we are going to try to do some-
thing that is special. Instead of just
sort of sharing feelings, I am going to
ask us to share math. Within that, we
are going to walk through what is ac-
tually in the budget resolution.

This is a reconciliation budget. It is
not a regular budget. This is a budget
that opens up the ability, because of
the insanity we go through, of moving
something through the Senate and its
60 votes. With the 1974 Budget Control
Act, this is the dance we go through.

The other thing I am going to try to
walk through is where the actual math
lays in the box that has been given to
us by the Budget Committee, and then
the part I am going to do, the
SCHWEIKERT little bit of hope, is: Is this
the moment? Is this the moment of
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policy that actually forces us, both the
left and the right, that if there are
cuts, modernization, changes, updates
in methodology on how we deliver serv-
ices, is this the stressor that makes us
do something that is hard but also do
something that is truthful.

I am also going to try repeatedly to
make the point, Mr. Chairman, and
show why we are primarily doing this.
We have a bunch of provisions of the
2017 tax reform that begin to expire.
Most of those provisions actually are
to the benefit of small businesses and
the working class. I will show that over
and over and the distributional effects.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Chair, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in opposition
to this budget resolution.

This budget is disastrous for the
American economy. It will balloon our
deficits, lead to higher interest rates,
and make the things Americans buy
every day more expensive. It will slash
critical investments in the things that
make us healthier, safer, and more pro-
ductive, things like cancer research,
aviation security, and our National
Park System. It will decimate critical
programs that support the people we
represent, stripping healthcare for mil-
lions and making it harder for families
to put food on the table and make ends
meet. All of this is for billionaires and
corporations to get tax cuts they do
not need and that our country cannot
afford.

I am pleased to do this with my
friend, Chairman SCHWEIKERT. I also
believe in math, and I rarely brag, but
I am good at math.

Americans have been clear. They
want lower prices and an economy that
works for them. Yet, instead of focus-
ing on making life easier for American
families, at every turn, this adminis-
tration and my Republican colleagues
have engaged in a scorched-earth pol-
icy, a policy that creates chaos across
the country as the richest person on
the planet eliminates services that our
Nation depends upon.

My friend from South Carolina ear-
lier said that the policies would bank-
rupt our country. What does he mean?
Healthcare for our families? Food for
the working poor who overwhelmingly
live in Republican districts?

Sure, get rid of any identified bloat,
as every President does, but this is a
budget about billionaires, not about
every American, the women, men, and
children who we represent. Yes, I want
to move toward a much smaller deficit
budget.

I listen to DAVID SCHWEIKERT every
closing afternoon during his Special
Order hours. I hate the higher interest
costs, but who pays? Our families or
the 1,000 billionaires, that small per-
centage, 1 percent or less, of the Amer-
ican population that has way more
wealth than they could ever spend in
lifetimes to come?

Republicans have long sung from the
altar of fiscal responsibility, yet the
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plan they put in front of us today is a
fiscal sacrilege. It depends on fantasy
math and ignores that their deficit-
busting tax breaks will add at least $4.6
trillion to our Nation’s credit card and
even more interest that our families
must pay.

This interest has real costs. It slows
economic growth. It depresses the
standard of living. It leads to higher in-
flation and higher interest rates. It
makes it even harder for families al-
ready faced with high prices and bor-
rowing costs to make ends meet.

Wasteful, woke, and weaponized poli-
cies, my friend from Texas said. That is
a very small percentage of the Federal
budget. You can never achieve what is
in this budget resolution on wasteful,
woke, and weaponized policies.

With this Republican plan, how do
they address it? They double down on
the policies that will widen the grow-
ing wealth gap of this Nation by giving
billionaires trillions in handouts and
providing pennies to the middle class.

According to the Treasury Depart-
ment, the top 1 percent of Americans,
those making over $750,000 a year, can
expect to get an annual tax cut of over
$32,000. Working families will see a tiny
fraction of that.

Of course, the other main bene-
ficiaries will be the wealthiest execu-
tives of the wealthiest corporations at
a time when corporate profits are at an
all-time high. Americans who rely on
government services will be told they
need to make sacrifices to pad their
profit margins even further. How does
that make any sense?

To pay for these tax cuts for the
ultrawealthy, the Republican budget
proposes to cut programs Americans
rely on to afford healthcare and to put
food on the table.

Almost 100 million Americans, in-
cluding seniors, children, families, and
those from every corner of this coun-
try, depend on Medicaid and the Af-
fordable Care Act to afford medical
care. Yet, this budget would slash al-
most $900 billion from these critical
programs, ripping away lifesaving cov-
erage and raising healthcare costs for
those who rely on them.

At a time when prices at grocery
stores continue to climb, this budget
would make it even harder for the 40
million Americans who rely on SNAP
to put food on the table.

The budget we are considering today
will do nothing to support the eco-
nomic growth of this Nation. It will
benefit the wealthiest at the expense of
those who make this country work.

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues
to reject it, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I have to figure out, do I sit here and
just spend my time correcting things
that are mathematically not true or
not in the design of what is actually
here or just over and over say how
much I like working with Mr. BEYER
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because one day he will be the chair,
and I will be in his position.

Let’s actually walk through some
basic math together. What will our
spending be this year? It will be $7 tril-
lion. What is actually in the cuts—re-
member the horrible draconian cuts—is
$120 billion in a year. So, $7 trillion—a
trillion is a thousand billion, for those
of you who are math dysfunctional—
let’s walk through it, and $120 billion is
the Armageddon.

I am probably going to end up using
these a couple of times here because I
think they make a point.

The way a reconciliation budget is
laid out is it creates a series of boxes.
Here are all of these authorizing com-
mittees. We need you to find savings.
We need you to find those savings
through modernization and waste and
fraud.

We are going to spend a little time
actually talking about some great doc-
uments even the Biden administration
produced on waste and fraud, and I am
sure every Member here has actually
read them. We have some other articles
from The Wall Street Journal on Medi-
care Advantage and all these others.
Many of them, when all added up, are a
trillion-plus dollars. Are we capable of
actually being intellectually honest
and walking through?

One of the charts—we are going to
come back to this again—you have
been hearing the Armageddon being
said, that it is Medicaid.

I used to do my State’s Medicaid
budgets. Arizona has a somewhat
unique system. We actually buy man-
aged care capitated policies for our in-
digent population. It is remarkably ef-
fective, and we deliver remarkably ef-
fective healthcare cheaper than almost
every other State in the country, dem-
onstrating that planned design, man-
aged design, can both be much
healthier for our society and save
money. You don’t start to have those
revolutionary conversations in Con-
gress until you have moments of stress
like this.

Once again, I want to add, in the doc-
ument, 96 percent of the budget author-
ity within Energy and Commerce is not
touched. We are talking 4 percent of
their budget authority, and that is
spread over a decade. If we can’t find 4
percent of modernization in these pro-
grams, we are actually in much more
trouble than even just the brain trust
here as we tell our stories.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, while we
are doing math, when I divide $2 tril-
lion in savings and cuts over 10 years,
I get $200 billion a year.

Madam Chair, I yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlewoman
from Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK), the
whip of the House Democratic Caucus.
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Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts.
Madam Chair, despite all the promises
on the campaign trail, House Repub-
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licans have chosen to do three things
with their majority: raise the cost of
putting food on the table, raise the
cost of getting healthcare, and use that
money, deserving taxpayers’ money, to
cut billionaires’ taxes. That is it. That
is the agenda.

Let’s look at the scale of what Re-
publicans are sacrificing: funding that
feeds 15 million children, a program
that pays for half of all the births in
America, and a service that keeps nurs-
ing homes and health centers’ doors
open. This is all to cut Elon’s taxes.

If that sounds outrageous to you,
Madam Chair, and I sure hope it does,
you are not alone.

Let’s be clear about the Kkind of
money we are talking about. Do you
know what it costs to keep a kid on
Medicaid? It costs $10 a day. How about
how much it costs to keep that child
fed with SNAP benefits? It costs $6 a
day.

What do Republicans want to give
away to the already rich? They want to
give $6 million per billionaire. Think
about that. For a billionaire, $6 million
is not even a rounding error. For a hun-
gry child, it is enough to eat every sin-
gle day for 34 lifetimes.

Inflicting hunger on children to give
billionaires money they don’t need and
won’t even notice, there is no moral
code under which that is acceptable.
There is no public demand for it. There
is no logical reason for it other than
total fealty to billionaire donors, bil-
lionaires who will never feel they have
enough.

I will close with a family that has
been on my mind, a mom-to-be who is
5 months pregnant. She and her hus-
band are happy. They are in love, and
they are excited for their daughter to
arrive. Every month, their budget is
tight. They get a little bit of help from
food pantries, but sometimes, even if
they arrive by 6 a.m., the food is al-
ready gone. Without the SNAP pro-
gram, the mom said: I honestly don’t
know what we would do. I honestly
don’t know what we would do.

Every Republican has a choice to
make with this vote. Will they vote to
keep that mom and her daughter fed,
or will they keep padding the pockets
of those who will not even notice?

The American people can forgive a
lot, but they will not forgive this be-
trayal.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I love public policy by storytelling,
but this being the Joint Economic
Committee, let’s actually go back to
math.

Madam Chair, I would say to Mr.
BEYER that I want to make sure I am
communicating right, but at least we
are down to, instead of the Armaged-
don, his number was, well, if you cut $2
trillion over 10 years, that is $200 bil-
lion. He is right, but that is actually
not what is in the document here. It is
functionally 1.2 with a shock absorber.
Once again, I will give you the shock
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absorber, depending on what Ways and
Means ultimately does. I thank the
gentleman again. It shows we actually
are fairly close on math.

Another thing, and this is just some-
one who actually had worked on the
tax reform in 2017 and the storytelling
that has existed, particularly with my
brothers and sisters on the left—
Madam Chair, how would you feel if I
could document to you that the post-
2017 tax reform was more progressive?
They were lower rates, but the top por-
tion of income earners actually were
paying a higher percentage of Federal
income tax.

When you start looking at this, re-
member, this is the distributional
problem that I was going to try to
walk through. I believe when you do
the math here, 5 percent of the popu-
lation are people making stunning
amounts of money. If we want to have
a discussion about whether they should
pay more—guess what?—this opens up
that discussion because there are no
rates locked in to this. It just creates
the capacity to now have the discus-
sion.

The fact of the matter is that the top
5 percent pay 38 percent of all Federal
income taxes. Functionally, half of the
workers in the United States pay less
than 1 percent. I will take a correction
if someone knows the actual number,
but I think the bottom 25 percent re-
ceives more because of the earned in-
come tax credit, which is the old nega-
tive income tax model. Look, we have
a distributional problem.

If you want to have a discussion of
wealth and income equality, I have
some great charts to show you what in-
flation did, what the previous function-
ally 3% years of inflation did to wealth
and the working class. When you in-
flate up people who have assets and
crush those who are trying to survive,
congratulations. Remember, before the
pandemic under the TCJA, the tax re-
forms of 2017, it was the fastest closure
of income inequality in American his-
tory.

What is being discussed here is
whether you allow those very tax bene-
fits for small businesses, for individ-
uals, to expire. We don’t get a huge
economic pop from continuing them.
You maintain consumption. We know if
you don’t do them, that loss of con-
sumption in those populations actually
really hurts us economically.

I am going to reserve in a moment,
and then, we are going to come back
and talk about some of the other provi-
sions that are just, once again, Madam
Chair, trying to create the capacity so
we can actually have the more elegant
debate of what should the distribu-
tional effects be and where do we get
the most economic growth from?

The next time I come back, let’s ac-
tually do a bit of where the economic
growth can come from, and we will
walk through the model of expensing
and those things.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.
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Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, to add to
the distributional impacts, the top 5
percent pay 38 percent of the taxes, but
they have more than 60 percent of the
wealth. The bottom 10 percent pay very
little but live hand-to-mouth, includ-
ing more than 12 percent of our chil-
dren.

Madam Chair, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
AGUILAR), the distinguished chair of
the House Democratic Caucus.

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Chair, I thank the
gentleman for yielding. I rise in opposi-
tion to this Republican budget.

House Democrats came to Congress
ready to work with our Republican col-
leagues to lower the cost of eggs, take
on price gouging, expand the child tax
credit, build more housing, and put the
pocketbooks of working families first.
This is what the American people told
us was their top priority, and these are
the issues that drive our Caucus.

Instead, Madam Chair, they have
turned their attention to the only pol-
icy priority that they really -care
about: ensuring billionaires pay less.

My constituents can’t afford eggs at
the local grocery store while my Re-
publican colleagues are fighting
amongst themselves about who to hand
out tax breaks to, corporations or indi-
viduals.

Tesla pays $0 in Federal taxes while
teachers and firefighters in San
Bernardino are paying more than their
fair share.

Here is the reality, Madam Chair: My
Republican colleagues are going to
take away healthcare for more than 10
million Californians to pay for tax cuts
for billionaires.

This is not going to make the cost of
eggs cheaper or housing less expensive,
but it is going to put children and sen-
iors who need healthcare at risk.

House Democrats believe that the
people who work for a living ought to
get a little breathing room, and the
wealthy and well connected shouldn’t
get special treatment.

The Republican budget is not good
for the economy. It is not good for the
country. It is a betrayal of the middle
class. I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I actually made a board for what the
gentleman’s point was, showing, within
this reconciliation budget document,
how much additional tax cuts are there
for C corporations. There is your board.
I am being a little sarcastic, but that is
sort of a personality trait.

The fact of the matter is, once again,
the talking points don’t match up with
the reality here.

Everyone in this room, your taxes go
up at the end of this year. If you run a
small business, a passthrough, not a C
corporation, a passthrough, your taxes
go up. If you are part of an employee-
owned company, so you have come to-
gether and you are managing your-
selves almost like an employee co-op,
your taxes go up.
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Also, I hope but don’t know if the ca-
pacity that this creates will allow us to
do it, but I sure hope so. We have some
great data, and I won’t make you live
through my charts that show expens-
ing, research and development expens-
ing and expensing. It has a cost in the
10-year window.

Hopefully, everyone has listened to
my dozens and dozens of speeches walk-
ing through what expensing is. Expens-
ing is nothing more than depreciation.
Do you take the expense in 1 year or,
let’s pretend, 7 years? You still get the
exact same amount of reduction on
your taxes. It is a timing effect. The
difference is if you can’t take it in the
first year and you do it over 7 years,
you have to finance it.

We have great economic modeling
that shows when you do expense re-
search and development, when you do
expensing, you get a virtuous cycle of:
We bought the piece of equipment, so
we do it better, faster, and cheaper.
Our competitors just did it, so the next
year, we have to do it again.

That was one of the reasons, particu-
larly prepandemic, we had that sudden
spike of capital expenditures and pro-
ductivity. The punch line on that is
that does not exist now. It is our fading
out for those C corporations, which had
their rates already locked in, but also
for all those other small businesses to
make those capital expenditures.

Why is this really important? Well,
there is a lot of data that shows that
part of the tax code actually does, from
an economic growth standpoint, create
incredible vitality. It is a timing ef-
fect. It is the tyranny of living within
a 10-year window in our models. I just
hope that starts to elevate a little bit
of the economics discussion instead of
the storytelling.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Wis-
consin (Ms. MOORE), a distinguished
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the Joint Economic Com-

mittee.
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam
Chair, Republicans pretend to care

about the Nation’s debt and annual
deficits, but they have instructed Ways
and Means to add $4.5 trillion to the
debt to provide tax cuts to the wealthi-
est.

What we have heard from our Repub-
lican opponents here today is that if we
don’t pass this resolution, everybody’s
taxes are going to be raised.

I will tell you what, there will be
crumbs from the master’s table for the
average American earning under
$200,000 a year versus tax cuts for the
wealthiest corporations and individ-
uals.

That is the math. I know how fond
you are of math. That is the arith-
metic.

Let me tell you, the handouts to the
wealthiest will come on the backs of
the least of us, from affordable
healthcare through the ACA and Med-
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icaid, veterans healthcare, nursing
home coverage, food assistance, stu-
dent loan repayment options, energy
tax credits, national security, and can-
cer research.

You all contend that 78 million peo-
ple voted for this. No, they did not.

The Acting CHAIR (Ms. FoxX). The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin an
additional 15 seconds.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam
Chair, no, 78 million people did not
vote for this. Who do you think you are
fooling?

They are not fooled by your notion
that somehow these tax cuts are going
to pay for themselves, that they are
backed up by all kinds of economists,
the CBO, the Committee for a Respon-
sible Federal Budget.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentlewoman has expired.

Members are reminded to address
their remarks to the Chair.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair,
the average family would save $2,853.
That is your crumbs.

I would argue, for the average family
that has been crushed by the previous 3
or 4 years in inflation, if you don’t
make 27 percent more money in my
district, you are poorer today than you
were 4 years ago. They were having
their taxes go up $2,853, and that is the
average.

O 1715

I promise you, Madam Chair, I think
in my district it was closer to 3,300. I
am blessed to have a more prosperous
district. That is not crumbs, Madam
Chair.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. CASTEN), who is a distinguished
member of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee and our preeminent environ-
mental economist.

Mr. CASTEN. Madam Chair, I want
you to imagine that a friend came over
to you and said: Donald Trump taught
me how to save 50 percent on my shoe
purchases. All you have to do is cut off
one leg.

It is just math, as the gentleman
from Arizona says. So let’s get out the
saw and head to Foot Locker.

Now, Madam Chair, if you were a
good friend, you would tell them: You
are crazy, and you need to stop think-
ing that Donald Trump likes you.

Nonetheless, here we are today talk-
ing about the idea that we are going to
save money by gutting Medicaid; slash-
ing food assistance; defunding white-
collar law enforcement, the police; and
exploding budget deficits so that we
can do what Donald Trump told you he
wants: Give a $4'e-trillion tax cut to
the wealthiest Americans.

So I would say to my Republican col-
leagues as a friend: Donald Trump
doesn’t like you. He doesn’t really like
anybody. He just assumes that you will
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never find the courage to stand up to
him so he is going to keep asking you
for more until you finally do.

If you are sick of being bullied and if
you are ready to act like the leaders
you claim to be and make sure that we
leave this country in a little better
shape than we found it, then grow a
spine and vote hell no on this budget
resolution.

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair,
may I inquire as to how much time re-
mains.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Arizona has 16%2 minutes remain-
ing. The gentleman from Virginia has
18 minutes remaining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI), who is the dis-
tinguished ranking member of the Se-
lect Committee on the Strategic Com-
petition Between the United States and
the Chinese Communist Party.

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam
Chair, I rise today as the ranking mem-
ber of the Select Committee on the
Strategic Competition Between the
United States and the Chinese Com-
munist Party, the CCP, to express seri-
ous concerns about the proposed cuts
in the Republicans’ budget resolution.

First, the resolution includes $880 bil-
lion in cuts to programs that risk stall-
ing the advancement of technologies
crucial to our competition with the
CCP.

Second, these cuts will likely jeop-
ardize our ability to enforce critical
export controls with the Chinese as
well as gutting programs that help us
reshore manufacturing from China.

While we have got to restore our fis-
cal house, these cuts to critical pro-
grams amount to the GOP’s perverted
version of DEI, devastating, extreme,
and irresponsible.

The CCP is cheering for the GOP
budget resolution tonight, and I object.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair-
woman, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Chairwoman, can you believe
this? We broke our printer. However,
thank heaven we didn’t break the
markers.

So I thought actually just because we
are trying to do fact-based, the average
family’s taxes are going up at the end
of this year $2,853, and 62 percent of
taxpayers will see hikes.

I am sorry, we just didn’t have time
to make a much prettier chart for ev-
eryone.

Remember that after 2017 we actually
moved up, some of that were some of
the deductions and things that were
added, we moved up the threshold, so
almost one-half of our taxpaying popu-
lation actually didn’t pay income tax.
They still had payroll taxes and FICA
and those things.

A bunch of that population that has
not paid taxes in years and years and
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yvears will be getting tax bills with the
opposition to this.

Madam Chair, we are going to come
back and go over more.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MORELLE), who is a distin-
guished member of the House Adminis-
tration Committee.

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Chair, I
thank my friend, the gentleman from
Virginia, for yielding me time.

I rise today in strong opposition to
this budget resolution. As an Appro-
priations Committee member, thought-
ful consideration of government spend-
ing is a responsibility I don’t take
lightly. I believe every hard-earned
taxpayer dollar must work for all
Americans, not fuel wildly irrespon-
sible economic theory.

I would like to think my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle believe
the same thing, given the rhetoric we
have all heard over the last several
years.

So I encourage the American people
to watch what House Republicans do,
not what they say.

Remarkably, instead of lowering
costs, this reckless budget resolution
bestows tax cuts for the wealthiest 1
percent of Americans while jeopard-
izing essential healthcare and nutri-
tion programs. For this reason, I
strongly oppose the budget resolution
authored by House Republicans.

Shockingly, gutting programs our
communities rely on isn’t harmful
enough because this resolution will
also require taxpayers to borrow an-
other $1.6 trillion over the next 10
years.

Our Nation’s Founders vested in the
House of Representatives the unique
set of powers to make it responsive to
the will of the people. The father of our
Constitution, James Madison, said that
‘““the House should have an immediate
dependence on, and intimate sympathy
with, the people.”

House Republicans demonstrate no
dependence on nor sympathy with the
American people.

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues
to reject this handout to millionaires
and billionaires and work on a budget
that instead advances the interests of
American families.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Chair, once again, here is the
budget document. Here are spread-
sheets. I keep hearing: You are giving
away to billionaires.

Where is that?

Where is it?

Madam Chair, it doesn’t exist be-
cause this is a box that allows us—and
understand, Madam Chair, I am pas-
sionately concerned about debt and
deficits, but this may be, for an idiot
like myself, the first opportunity
where members of leadership and those
are ready to allow people like me to
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come in and walk through how we can
improve and change the costs of how
we deliver services, and we need this
type of document to do it.

Madam Chair, you deal with the re-
ality of what we are allowed to touch.
You do realize the majority of manda-
tory spending we are not even allowed
to touch in a budget reconciliation be-
cause it is interest and Medicare is the
majority. Every day we wait to mod-
ernize, we are in that much more trou-
ble.

The last thing before I do a yield
here. We are going to spend $86 trillion,
and I am partially doing this off the
top of my head, over the next decade.

This budget reconciliation we are
hoping to get, let’s say we are blessed
and we get $2 trillion in offsets, so that
creates a couple trillion dollars in ad-
ditional borrowing, we are talking a
fraction, a couple percent of the spend-
ing, Madam Chair.

I would argue this is the moment for
us where it is not about cuts. If any of
us has ever just even bothered to look
at the MedPAC reports, and this was
done by the Biden administration, we
have potentially over a decade hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in here that
aren’t going to services. They aren’t
going to make our brothers and sisters
healthier.

Help us. Help us engage the morality
of doing this better, faster, and cheap-
er.
Madam Chair, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
VALADAO).

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Chair, I
thank the gentleman from Arizona for
yielding. I also thank Leader SCALISE
for his time today.

We have a historic opportunity to ad-
vance the key priorities of this admin-
istration with a one-bill solution, and I
fully agree we need to move forward in
a way that reflects the needs of the
American people.

This budget resolution unlocks the
next step in the reconciliation process
to deliver on our priorities. That in-
cludes extending key provisions of the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, like doubling
the standard deduction, expanding the
child tax credit, and maintaining the
death tax exemption. These policies
make a real difference for working
families, farmers, and small business
owners, and allow them to keep more
of their hard-earned money.

We also need to fulfill our commit-
ment of securing our border, strength-
ening our economy, and rooting out
fraud, waste, and abuse.

It is my understanding that after this
resolution passes, House leadership will
be working with the Senate to come to
an agreement on reconciliation lan-
guage so that the committees can
begin drafting specific policies to
achieve the administration’s agenda.

There has been a lot of political rhet-
oric about what this upcoming budget
resolution does and does not do, and I
want to be clear about where I stand.

As a Representative of one of the
most agriculturally rich districts in
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the country, it is my constituents who
are responsible for putting food on ev-
eryone’s table. My district also has one
of the highest Medicaid populations in
the Nation.

I have heard from countless constitu-
ents who tell me the only way they can
afford healthcare is through programs
like Medicaid, and I will not support a
final reconciliation bill that risks leav-
ing them behind.

Medicaid cuts are deeply unpopular
with the American families who sent
us here to deliver on President Trump’s
agenda. I understand Medicaid is not
explicitly named in this bill, but
achieving $880 billion in budget cuts
within E&C’s jurisdiction is not an
easy task.

I also ask that leadership remain
committed to working with my col-
leagues and me to produce a final prod-
uct that strengthens critical programs
like Medicaid and SNAP and ensures
our constituents are not left behind.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yield 30 seconds to the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. SCALISE).

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Chair, I thank
Mr. SCHWEIKERT for yielding and 1
thank the gentleman from California’s
Central Valley for his passion. He has
been a vocal advocate for the things
that are necessary to keep these pro-
grams like Medicaid strengthened. As
we know, some of these programs are
weakened right now. As we move this
through the process, he surely has my
commitment and that of all of leader-
ship that we will continue to not only
listen to him, but his district is going
to have a very loud voice as this proc-
ess moves forward to protect and make
sure that people who are on these pro-
grams, who are deserving, and who
need these programs are going to—
frankly, we all ought to be focused on
getting better services to these people
and rooting out the waste, fraud, and
abuse. That is what we are focused on,
protecting those people who are on
these programs who need them so des-
perately as Mr. VALADAO has fought for
years to deliver. He will continue to do
that, and we absolutely commit to that
for him and others.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair-
woman, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ), who is the dis-
tinguished ranking member of the
Small Business Committee.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chair, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Chair, I rise today in strong
opposition to this Republican rip-off.
This budget slashes $880 billion from
Medicaid, putting 286,000 people in my
district, including nearly 100,000 chil-
dren, at risk of losing healthcare.

Madam Chair, cruelty is the point.

It also targets food assistance, leav-
ing over 147,000 New Yorkers in my dis-
trict struggling to afford meals.

Cruelty is the point.

Why?
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All this to hand out trillions of dol-
lars in tax breaks to the top 1 percent.
Republicans tried this trick before in
2017. They promised it would raise
wages, pay for itself, and boost the
economy. It didn’t.

Instead, it made the rich richer while
working people fell further behind.

Now they are doubling down, making
America sicker, poorer, and hungrier
just to funnel more money to their bil-
lionaire donors.

This isn’t fiscal responsibility. It is
economic cruelty. Vote ‘“‘no.”
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Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair-
woman, economic literature and, actu-
ally, I think even the board here dem-
onstrated that, if we go back to the
original TCJA, over 70 percent of those
corporate tax cuts show up in wages.
That is one of the reasons there was
such remarkable wage growth without
inflation. If workers are cared for, tax
policy becomes correct.

Madam Chair, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. SCA-
LISE).

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Chairwoman, I
thank my friend from Arizona for
yielding to me for 1 minute.

Madam Chair, I rise in strong sup-
port, first of all, of this budget resolu-
tion. It is a critically important piece
of legislation. Frankly, it might be one
of the most important resolutions that
this Chamber has taken up in years to
start the process of delivering on the
mandate that President Trump and
this House and Senate Republican ma-
jority got from the voters of America
in November.

I understand that my friends on the
other side of the aisle are upset with
the voters of America that the minor-
ity lost the election. My Democratic
colleagues are upset with the results. If
everybody here listened to what the
American people said in November,
frankly, first of all, they would vote for
this resolution because the resolution
delivers on those commitments, the
things that were talked about, the
things that sent people to the polls
that say: Let’s finally get America
back on track.

How do we do it? Number one, we
start by staving off a $4.5 trillion tax
increase. That is $4.5 trillion.

We have heard a lot of hyperbole over
the last few days. Just here on this
House floor, we have heard from the
other side of the aisle, Madam Chair,
about millionaires and billionaires. For
some reason, it seems like, if somebody
is successful in America, the other side
of the aisle wants to demonize them, as
if that is wrong.

Clearly, if Members read this resolu-
tion, this resolution is not about mil-
lionaires and billionaires. This resolu-
tion is about whether or not Congress
is going to stand up for the middle
class of America, who will be dev-
astated if this resolution fails.

A lot of times, when we come to the
House floor, Madam Chair, my col-
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leagues can vote for or against a bill,
and maybe the bill does good things.
Maybe Members think the bill does bad
things and nothing happens if they
vote against the bill. Some days, noth-
ing happening is a good day.

Today, if nothing happens, it is not
nothing that happens. Let’s be clear:
Members have options, Madam Chair.
They can vote ‘“‘yes” to pass this reso-
lution and get this process of budget
reconciliation started, or they can vote
“no,” like all of my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle brag that they
are going to do.

If that is the case, Madam Chair,
maybe I can persuade a few. Maybe
Democrats don’t know this because
clearly my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle haven’t read the resolution.
We hear Democrats talking about Med-
icaid over and over again: Cuts to Med-
icaid. Cuts to Medicaid.

Clearly, my colleagues haven’t read
the resolution because, if they read the
resolution, the word ‘‘Medicaid” is
mentioned a total of zero times in the
resolution. That is all my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle want to
talk about.

If Democrats read the resolution, the
minority would talk about what this
does to engage 11 different committees
in this Congress to start a process
called budget reconciliation, where
they will go into open hearings, on C-
SPAN. Everybody in America can
watch the deliberations, where there
will be a discussion about how to get
this country back on track. The people
of this Nation are hungering for that.

They are not hungering for people
yelling and screaming and telling lies
and trying to scare people with false
information. We are here to talk about
facts, and the facts are that a ‘“‘no”
vote imposes $4.5 trillion in taxes that
primarily hit middle- and low-income
families, not the millionaires and bil-
lionaires that my colleagues seem to
want to demonize.

For example, President Trump was
heard talking at every rally about no
tax on tips. Clearly, the other side of
the aisle was against that. They want-
ed everybody’s taxes to go up. They
said they were against renewing the
Trump tax cuts, let alone adding
things like no tax on tips. We know
they were against making sure that
those people who work for tips don’t
have to pay taxes on it.

Well, who are those people who work
for tips? Madam Chair, last time I
checked, Elon Musk does not work for
tips. The billionaires aren’t the ones
working for tips. In fact, we went back
and checked. There are over 6 million
Americans in this country who actu-
ally do work for tips.

Madam Chair, what is their average
salary? Is it $1 million? Is it tens of
millions? Is it $1 billion? No. In fact,
the average salary of tip workers is
$32,000 a year. That is who we are help-
ing in this resolution.

Those tip workers who are strug-
gling, some of them may be working
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two or three jobs. They are not the
millionaires and the billionaires. They
might actually be able to take a family
vacation for the first time if they don’t
have to pay a tax on tips and if the
87,000 new IRS agents who Democrats
created in the last administration are
not unleashed on them to go audit
them, to try to make them pay more
money on their tip money, which is
what is happening. Madam Chair, we
say: No, they shouldn’t have to pay
taxes on those tips.

The other side of the aisle says ‘‘no”’
to that. My colleagues hide behind
Elon Musk and hide behind billionaires
and millionaires, except it is not the
millionaires and billionaires who we
are trying to help.

Democratic Members want to confuse
the voters of this country so that,
when the minority votes ‘‘no,” the
middle class of America doesn’t realize
and revolt that Democrats just voted
with their ‘‘no” vote to impose a $4.5
trillion tax hike on the middle class of
this country.

Look at the big number. Taxes on
every income level go up. Madam
Chair, for those who pay income taxes
in America, if the other side of the
aisle votes ‘‘no,” everybody’s income
tax rate goes up.

Who are those folks? It is 145 million
families. It is not 145 million people. 1
am talking about 145 million families
in America who make less than $1 mil-
lion will see their taxes go up. It is a
tax increase not on the millionaires
and billionaires if my colleagues vote
“no,” but it is a tax increase primarily
on middle- and lower-income families.

Why aren’t Democrats telling us
that? Why haven’t Members said that
on this House floor? It is because my
Democratic colleagues don’t want the
American people to know the truth.
The minority wants to create class
warfare and try to divide the country
against itself.

Shame on people who want to divide
this country even more. It is time we
unite this country and grow this coun-
try, grow the middle class, actually
create more jobs and wealth and oppor-
tunity.

Madam Chair, as Mr. SCHWEIKERT
pointed out earlier, and he has the
charts to prove it, wealth and oppor-
tunity for lower and middle-income
families is what happened in 2017 and
beyond when we started with the
Trump tax cuts.

Just because minority Members don’t
like the person whose name is behind
those tax cuts, Democrats want to try
to demonize him, but the facts still re-
main.

Who benefited the most? We were los-
ing our middle class in America in the
decade before we passed those tax cuts.
Why? Go look at the record, the facts.
We were losing great American com-
pany after great American company.
They were moving out of America.
They were leaving the country. Why is
that? It is because we had the highest
corporate tax rate in the world.
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Madam Chair, the other side would
say: Stick it to them even more. Raise
tax rates even more.

Madam Chair, there are laboratories
of democracy where that has been
tried. It is called New York and Cali-
fornia, and every time they keep rais-
ing rates, what happens? People move
in droves. A million-plus people have
left those States to go to other States,
such as Texas, Florida, and Tennessee,
where there is no income tax.

Sure, we are seeing it happen in
America, but what happens if Demo-
crats destroy America’s system? Where
do people go? Well, some of those peo-
ple left America.

Madam Chair, we don’t want that to
happen. We actually brought compa-
nies back. The logos of all of them
would be recognized if we put them up.
There is too many to mention that left
America over years and years, and no-
body did anything about it. Everybody
knew why it was happening. We made
our country competitive again. How? It
was by lowering tax rates.

Madam Chair, everybody should have
been for that. Unfortunately, the
Democratic Party back then said: We
are going to vote ‘‘no’’ on that.

Every single Democrat voted ‘‘no.”
Why did my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle make it a partisan
issue? I don’t know, but I know this:
We lowered those tax rates to make
America competitive.

We are a globally competing econ-
omy. Our companies in America don’t
just compete against the person down
the street. They are competing against
companies all over the globe, and we
should applaud that. We shouldn’t just
applaud it, by the way; we should make
sure they remain the most competitive
businesses in the world and that Amer-
ica remains the most competitive
country in the world, but we weren’t.
We were not.

That is why we were losing people.
Imagine people saying: I am going to
leave the United States of America, the
greatest country in the history of the
world. It is Dbecause our country
stopped being competitive, and we fi-
nally did something about it.

In 2017, this Republican majority did
something about it and finally brought
those jobs back and brought wages up.
Wages grew for everybody. Companies
were giving out bonuses and pay raises.
Our unemployment rate went to vir-
tually zero. Those are the facts.

Democrats want those tax rates to go
up. Not all of them expire. The cor-
porate rate remains, by the way, com-
petitively low at 21 percent. The cor-
porate rate stays at 21 percent. Do my
colleagues know what doesn’t stay low
if Democrats vote ‘“no”? I am a ‘‘yes”
vote because I want our country to be
competitive. I want our small busi-
nesses to be able to be competitive
with big businesses.

My Democratic colleagues love beat-
ing up on the big guy, but guess what
the minority is going to do, and let’s
look at the facts.
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Madam Chair, every small business
in America is under a provisional tax
code called 199A. If companies are not a
small business, they probably have
never heard of 199A. If they are a small
business, a 20-person mom-and-pop
shop on Main Street America, any-
where in this country, 199A is their
lifeblood because that is what allows a
small business, a 10-, 15-, 20-person
American Dream story who started
their own business, to now compete
and pay the same tax rate as the big,
global, multinational corporation who
is at 21 percent.

Madam Chair, what happens if Demo-
cratic Members vote ‘“‘no’? Again, the
“no” vote does not mean nothing hap-
pens. If Members vote ‘‘no,” they are
saying they want the small business
now to go from a 21 percent effective
rate to as high as 43 percent in taxes.

Think about this: The mom-and-pop
small business is barely hanging on.
They have beaten all the internet com-
petitors, and they are still able to hold
onto those jobs, show up at work every
day, and employ the 20 people or the 15
people that they are creating jobs for.

If the other side gets their way, that
small business jacks up to a 43 percent
tax rate when their competitor, the
big, global, billionaire corporation, is
still at 21 percent. That is what hap-
pens if Democrats vote ‘‘no.”

Why haven’t my colleagues said that
during the debate? I haven’t heard it
yet. Again, all we hear about is the bil-
lionaires and the millionaires are the
ones getting all the breaks, except it is
not true, Madam Chair. It is just not
true.

Every small business in America gets
kicked in the gut if this fails. It will be
every small business in America. Look
at the numbers. This is over 20 million
small businesses. Think of how many
workers that is.

Do Democrats just want to kick all
of those workers out to the street and
to the unemployment rolls? If busi-
nesses are paying 43 percent and their
competitor is paying 21 percent, one
doesn’t need a math degree to figure
out how quickly they are not going to
be able to compete.

We made them competitive in 2017.
Why does the other side want to vote
“no”” and all of a sudden make every
small business in America uncompeti-
tive with the big billionaires? Madam
Chair, Democratic Members are defend-
ing the billionaires. This is insanity,
but that is the reality of what happens
if Members vote ‘‘no.”

Again, maybe by me going through
the actual details, we might convince a
couple of Members that maybe some-
body duped them. Someone gave Mem-
bers some talking points. Someone
mentions the words ‘‘millionaire’ and
“billionaire” and, next thing we know,
we have a parade of 200 people who will
just line up and bash the resolution,
except it is not in the resolution.

Do my colleagues want to stand up
for the middle-class families of this
country? Vote ‘‘yes’” on the resolution
because that is who we are defending.
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Republicans are going to defend the
ability for the next billionaire com-
pany maybe, but right now it is a
dream in somebody’s basement. This is
what is great about America. If my
Democratic colleagues haven’t, they
should go look at their favorite com-
pany. Go look at the biggest compa-
nies. Most of them started with a
dream in somebody’s garage in Silicon
Valley.

I know a lot of entrepreneurs who
started with great ideas and risked it
all over and over again, and then ulti-
mately they might have hit it big, but
the only way they were able to hit it
big is because they had the ability in
the United States of America to turn
that dream into a reality where now,
all of a sudden, they might hire 300
people.

We ought to applaud that. We ought
to celebrate that. We ought to make
sure that remains in place. The day we
take away that ability in the United
States, God help us as a country be-
cause the few people who still want
that dream but don’t have America to
go to pursue it, they might go to other
places, but there just aren’t that many
other places in the world to pursue it.

We cannot crush the American
Dream of America. It starts with
strengthening the middle class and the
lower income families’ ability to com-
pete with the big guys so that maybe
one day they can be, and then they,
too, will be demonized by the other
side.
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In the meantime, give them that
ability to compete fairly, and you take
that away if you vote ‘‘no” on this bill.
Those are the facts.

Whose rates go up and whose rates
don’t if this bill fails? That is where we
are.

I do think it is important to, one
more time, go through the facts of the
2017 bill because so many lies have been
told about that.

The poverty rate dropped to the low-
est level in history. This isn’t the mil-
lionaires and billionaires. When we
passed the bill in 2017 that every Demo-
crat voted no on, the poverty rate in
America dropped to its lowest rate in
history. Unemployment hit a 50-year
low, and lower-income workers—not
the millionaires and billionaires,
lower-income workers—saw their
wages grow substantially faster than
the highest 10 percent of income earn-
ers.

Whose side are you going to be on
today? We are going to give everybody
an opportunity to stand up for those
hardworking people who want their
shot at the American Dream. Stand up
for that waiter or waitress who is
working their tail off tonight and who
is going to come home and go: Wait a
minute. I might not have to pay taxes
on my tips. I can save that money and,
for the first time, start a college fund
for my kid.

It is not the millionaires and billion-
aires that benefit from that. It is the
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average income worker. There are mil-
lions of them, by the way. The average
income is $32,000 a year. That is who
House Republicans are fighting for, and
we are going to deliver for them be-
cause that was the mandate that the
people of this country gave us.

Whether you agree or not, whether
you like Donald Trump or not, Donald
Trump ran on very specific things, and
he is delivering on those things. I ap-
plaud President Trump for actually fol-
lowing through on the promises that
were made. Promises made and prom-
ises kept actually matter in this town,
and they are rare. When it happens, we
ought to applaud it.

When this majority actually delivers,
we are going to see on that board real
soon who actually stands with the 77
million people of this country who said
we want this change, that we demand
this change, and that we are going to
go to the polls to vote for this change.
Let’s preserve the American Dream.

Yes, at the risk of offending a couple
of people, I am fine with saying: Let’s
make America great again because
America deserves to be great again.

Don’t put a $4.5 trillion tax on the
middle class of this country. Let’s let
this country grow. Let’s see oppor-
tunity flourish. We will do it. We need
to pass this bill to start that process.

Mr. Chair, I urge all of my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Or-
egon (Ms. BONAMICI), a member of the
Education and Workforce Committee.

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Chair, last
week, I had five townhall meetings
across northwest Oregon in urban, sub-
urban, and rural areas. Not one person,
not one of the thousands who attended,
asked me to support a budget that cuts
Medicaid, gives tax breaks to the
wealthiest, raises the cost of living, or
undermines safety and security, but
that is what we are voting on today.

The Republicans are stealing the
hard-earned tax dollars of Oregonians
and Americans to line the pockets of
people like Elon Musk.

This ruthless Republican budget will
rip away healthcare from low-income
and working families and children and
take us back to the days when if you
got sick, you either went without
treatment or went bankrupt.

It could rip away resources from
local schools and prevent children, es-
pecially students with disabilities,
from getting a good education.

Republicans say they are eliminating
waste. Do you want to talk about
waste? Waste is giving the wealthiest
big tax cuts while regular Americans
are struggling to put food on the table.

The cost of groceries is increasing,
wages continue to remain stagnant,
and too many families can’t afford
housing or childcare. The Republican
majority’s answer is to rip you off and
give tax breaks to the wealthiest and
then hope, unrealistically, that it is
going to trickle down.

We must oppose this Republican bil-
lionaire budget. We must focus instead
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on the American people so everyone,
not just those at the top, have the op-
portunity for a better future.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair,
may I inquire as to the time remain-
ing.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Arizona has 9 minutes remaining.
The gentleman from Virginia has 13%
minutes remaining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. TAKANO), the ranking mem-
ber of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Chair, as the
ranking member of the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, I rise
today in complete opposition to the
Republican rip-off budget resolution.

Let’s be clear: This is a tax break for
billionaires like Elon Musk paid for by
working people, including millions of
our veterans. The Republican rip-off
cuts at least $880 billion from Med-
icaid, the program that 80 million
Americans, including 9 million vet-
erans, rely on for health insurance cov-
erage.

This extreme budget also cuts $230
billion from SNAP. Every year, SNAP
helps almost 43 million Americans, in-
cluding over 1 million veterans, put
food on the table.

Republicans aren’t just going to
leave American veterans without
healthcare or make them go hungry.
They also want to take a chain saw to
VA, attacking the very people who pro-
vide care to the veterans who have
served our country with honor.

This is completely unacceptable, and
I urge every Member to oppose this
abomination of a resolution that uses
veterans as a piggy bank to pay for a
billionaire tax break.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Nevada
(Mr. HORSFORD), a distinguished mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Chair, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Chair, I rise today not in
favor or opposition. I rise in defense,
defense of 811,000 Nevadans and count-
less people across the country whose
lives are in danger. I rise in defense of
my constituents who will be impacted
if Republicans are able to slash their
healthcare services to fund $4.5 trillion
to the ultrawealthy and big corpora-
tions.

Madam Chair, Nevada Democrats and
Republicans worked together to imple-
ment the Affordable Care Act, includ-
ing the expansion of Medicaid. We re-
duced the uninsured rate by a third,
and 563,000 children were able to re-
ceive coverage as a result. The fact
that Nevada did the right thing then
means we have more to lose as Repub-
licans do the wrong thing now.

Our State would be the third hardest
hit, including in rural communities.
This isn’t a budget. It is the Repub-
lican screw America bill. That is why 1
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am calling on every Member of this
body to vote ‘“no.” I will, in defense of
my constituents.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ESPAILLAT), a distinguished
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Chair, very
often, we take very serious votes on
this floor, but this vote is a deadly se-
rious vote. This is a vote about life and
death.

I represent just slightly over 780,000
constituents. Out of those 780,000 con-
stituents, 524,000 of them are Medicaid
recipients, and over 100,000 of them are
Medicare recipients, so over 600,000 of
the 780,000 constituents who I represent
receive either Medicaid or Medicare. In
addition to that, there are 263,000
households that receive food stamps.

This bill would put their lives and
health in danger, Madam Chair. This is
about life and death.

As the Republican majority proposes
to cut Medicaid across this country to
give a massive $4.5 trillion, with a cap-
ital T, trillion-dollar cut in taxes to
the very rich, who would that go to?
Fifty percent of that will go to the
shareholders. Forty-four percent of
that tax cut will go to high-end execu-
tives.

The fat cat executives are going to
get this money, and working-class and
even middle-class people are going to
get stiffed with the cuts.

This is about life and death. It is not
a simple piece of legislation that we
will pass. There are diabetics who will
see the price of insulin go up. There are
people with renal problems and cardio-
vascular problems.

Madam Chair, this is about life and
death. Vote ‘“‘no’ on this bill.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, let
me have just a couple of moments of
joy here. A reconciliation budget that
only touches individuals and pass-
through businesses, so there are no
shareholders who are getting—that is
actually already locked in.

That is one of the reasons we are
doing this is because you want to see
distortions in the economy, have a
world where small businesses,
passthroughs, employee-owned, their
taxes shoot up, but the C corporations
are down here. What distortion did you
just create in the world?

I am a C corporation. I am buying ev-
eryone else. You want to see the big
get bigger? It is one of the reasons you
have to do this. Also, I beg my brothers
and sisters, have a different view but
actually just try to get the most basic
facts correct here.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
Mexico (Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ), a dis-
tinguished and unenviable member of
the Rules Committee.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Chair, Republicans are attacking wom-
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en’s ability to afford life as a mom or
a daughter.

Medicaid supports more than 40 per-
cent of all births in the United States.

Our grandmothers and parents in
nursing homes rely on Medicaid to pay
their health bills. Their caregivers,
who are mostly women, depend on Med-
icaid themselves.

Over 37 million children rely on Med-
icaid and CHIP. Republicans would
strip this essential healthcare from
women across the country. Why? To
give tax breaks to their billionaire
bros.

Women need to know how they will
be impacted wherever they live.

Earlier today, we heard Representa-
tive VALADAO acknowledge that his
voters depend on Medicaid and are
upset. Indeed, 507,000 of his constitu-
ents receive Medicaid, but he said he
will vote ‘‘yes’ on the bill.

I need women across the country to
visit the Democratic Women’s Caucus
website to find out how these cuts will
impact them and how much money bil-
lionaires and millionaires will make
from women’s economic pain.

Republicans should stand with their
moms and not the billionaires.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, ap-
parently, the Democratic position is
the $2,000 you get per child, which was
the doubling of the child tax credit in
2017, should go away and go back to the
$1,000? Wow. I think that is what I just
heard.

Those of us who have adopted Kkids,
those who have children, congratula-
tions, your child tax credit is going to
get cut in half.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.
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Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

With respect to my friend from Ari-
zona, that is not what I heard. We
heard that this budget resolution, as
put together, promises cuts that we are
desperately afraid of.

When we do the math, in Congress-
man SCHWEIKERT’s district, Arizona 1,
people who count on SNAP to put food
on the table are 85,000; Medicaid recipi-
ents at risk of losing their healthcare,
127,000; Affordable Care Act recipients
who will see their premium payments
go up by varying amounts, 44,000. We
would love to see a budget worked out
that somehow gives a lie to those
frightening numbers.

Madam Chair, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from California (Mr. MIN), a
distinguished member of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee.

Mr. MIN. Madam Chair, I rise today
in opposition to the disastrous GOP
budget resolution.

This bill seeks to cut $3 trillion in
spending, supposedly by targeting
waste and fraud, but the entire domes-
tic discretionary budget is only $917
billion, and that simply doesn’t add up.
There is only one way to get to $3 tril-
lion in cuts, and that is to slash lifeline
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programs, including nearly $1 trillion
in cuts to Medicaid.

Under the GOP budget, over 136,000 of
my constituents would lose their
healthcare, including over 42,000 chil-
dren. This budget would also take food
away from hungry children and deny
healthcare to sick veterans.

Why are House Republicans pushing
such an immoral and cruel agenda?

It is not to reduce our deficits. In
fact, their budget adds nearly $1.6 tril-
lion a year to our debt.

No, it is to pass tax cuts for billion-
aires and foreign investors. In fact,
over $350 billion of these same tax cuts
went to foreign investors over the last
10 years.

Let’s be clear: If this budget passes,
kids are going to go to bed hungry so
that we can give more money to Elon
Musk and investors from Saudi Arabia,
China, and Russia. This is immoral. It
is wrong.

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues
to oppose this horrible budget measure.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1%2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Mexico (Mr. VASQUEZ), a distinguished
member of the Agriculture Committee
and Armed Services Committee.

Mr. VASQUEZ. Madam Chair, I
thought Republicans’ plans were to
make Americans’ lives Dbetter. I

thought we were supposed to lower the
cost of goods. I thought we were sup-
posed to make healthcare more afford-
able for Americans.

Well, let me tell you this: When you
strip healthcare away from 290,000 New
Mexicans, many of which are in my dis-
trict, including 132,000 children and
26,000 seniors, can anybody on the
other side of the aisle tell me how is
that making life better for my con-
stituents and for New Mexicans?

Well, it is not going to.

In fact, this Republican budget is
going to raise healthcare premiums by
nearly $1,000 a year for 20,000 people in
my district. It could force a 60-year-old
couple to pay over $16,000 more annu-
ally for coverage.

Now, in my district and in my State,
we have some of the best service
records of veterans in this entire coun-
try. In fact, we are home to the Code
Talkers. We are home to folks who
have served our country with pride and
with dignity for so many years that
when I look at the cuts that are being
made to the VA healthcare system, I
am ashamed of what this body is doing.
I am ashamed of what my colleagues
across the aisle are doing.

When I go home and I talk to a work-
ing mother, a person who wakes up at
7 in the morning and works two jobs
every day and has to send her kid to
school and relies on the food programs
just to keep her family healthy, just to
have something in the stomach of that
T-year-old who is going to first grade,
and to know that their food assistance
programs could get taken away, we are
doing the exact opposite of what Re-
publicans promised that they would do
for this country.
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This budget is a statement of where
we are at as a country, and this is the
wrong statement that we are making.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, I
would inquire once again on how much
time is remaining.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. SIMPSON).
The gentleman from Arizona has 7%
minutes remaining.

The gentleman from Virginia has 4%
minutes remaining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, just as some of my Demo-
cratic colleagues have done, I was just
thumbing through the actual docu-
ment. I know this is crazy, and literacy
being sort of a lost art, but I am trying
to find where this heresy, these cuts
are.

There is a discussion here that basi-
cally says we need not to just purely
stick this on the debt and deficit.
Okay.

In the Energy and Commerce instruc-
tion, I think it is 4 percent of the area
of authorization, you are telling me
after the hundreds of hours idiots like
me have come behind this microphone
and done presentations showing the
distortions, the waste and fraud, the
misallocations, the lack of use of tech-
nology, the duplications, you can’t
produce 4 percent?

Why is the left so terrified of the mo-
ment where maybe a document that
forces us in some ways to listen to each
other, to maybe say: How do we do this
better, faster, cheaper? I am going to
say this three or four more times. Does
the left really want to raise taxes on
the average American family by $2,853?
Is that the plan here?

This says that 63 percent of those
who are tax filers will see their taxes
go up. Is that the plan here?

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me just respond to my good
friend from Arizona. No, that is not
what Democrats want. We don’t want
to see taxes go up for average, middle-
class Americans at all. This is what
our budget experts say, based on the
budget resolution before us, as my
friend Mr. SCHWEIKERT knows well: To
achieve significant cuts, the kind of
cuts that you are talking about, inevi-
tably we have to look at Medicaid,
Medicare, and Social Security.

We look at the fact that in Virginia,
just eliminating Medicaid Advantage is
660,000 Virginians. We see that 46 per-
cent of the children in America receive
their healthcare through Medicaid.
When we look at Medicare, it is beyond
belief what that would do.

I am looking forward to somehow
seeing how you achieve the massive
budget cuts that are in this resolution
without touching those. That is why
you have heard so much concern today
about what this will do to the average
American people.

It is not that we don’t want to revisit
not raising taxes on the American pub-
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lic. We also just don’t want to cut
away their healthcare, their SNAP
benefits, their ability to put food on
the table, and the like.

Mr. Chair, I am ready to close when
the distinguished chair of the Joint
Economic Committee tells me it is
time. I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman,
just because I want to help out—be-
cause I know this is heresy around
here. Truly one of my favorite Mem-
bers to work with, even though we are
on different sides of the aisle, he may
want to retract the words ‘“‘Social Se-
curity,” which he just said, because he
knows Social Security cannot be al-
lowed in any of this package.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Chair, I will be
happy to retract. I also notice that our
anxiety about Social Security will not
g0 away.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Oh, no. Who else
has been working for a decade now to
save it?

Remember, in 2033, about halfway
through the year, the trust fund is
gone. Is that a Republican or a Demo-
cratic problem? I would say it is a mo-
rality problem. We will be doubling
senior poverty in America in 8 years.

How often are we allowed to come
talk about it?

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

In doing so, let me first begin by say-
ing that my good friend, JOHN LARSON,
on the Ways and Means Committee has
for years promoted Social Security
2100, which would actually fix it for the
rest of this century.

Mr. Chairman, President Trump and
the Republican majority were elected
last November to deliver on a simple
promise, to lower costs for Americans.
Unfortunately, this budget does not do
that.

My Republican friends have decided
that providing billions of dollars in tax
breaks for a few millionaires and bil-
lionaires is worth ordinary Americans
bearing, as Elon Musk put it last year,
some temporary hardship. That hard-
ship brought about by this budget will
come in many forms and may not mean
much to the richest man in history,
but it will certainly mean a lot to ordi-
nary people.

It will grow our debt by $4.6 trillion.
It will lead to higher interest rates and
raising prices on goods that Americans
pay for every day. It will cut crucial
government services that keep us safe,
healthy, and productive. It will strip
healthcare and food assistance from
tens of millions of Americans who are
already struggling to make ends meet.

What are Americans getting in ex-
change for this hardship? Tax cuts for
billionaires and corporations that they
do not need and that our country can-
not afford.

Mr. Chair, this is a bad deal. I urge
all of my colleagues to reject this pro-
posal. I yield back the balance of my
time.
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Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, I
am prepared to close, but I would like
to inquire on how much time is re-
maining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Arizona has 5 minutes remaining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close. I know it is painful to listen to
an idiot like me for 5 minutes, but let’s
have some fun here.

First, I want to say to everyone who
has spoken, I love the passion and I
love the caring. I just, once again, have
to come back. This is a reconciliation
budget. It basically builds boxes. This
box here is for your authorization. You
can go more, but you can’t go less.
Okay.

I am on the other side. I actually be-
lieve there should be more cuts in
spending because I think we can
achieve that by modernization, chang-
ing processes, and the adoption of tech-
nology.

Last week, I believe I was behind this
very microphone, and we were showing
charts of, hey, this is Medicare, how
many billions and billions do we spend
every year on duplicative MRIs,
ultrasounds, x-rays? Does that make
someone healthier? Does that make
them better? No. It is basically waste
and fraud.

We have the ability to use tech-
nology to get rid of that. If we all
agreed to do something like that, then
we are going to get rid of these duplica-
tive services. We are going to get rid of
some of the—we like to say waste and
fraud, but the fact of the matter is
there are design problems in the model.
You didn’t cut a single service. You
didn’t take anything away from some-
one, but what you gave is my kids a
chance to survive.

Look, part of this I don’t like. I am
going to be brutally honest. I wish
there were more cuts. I don’t like the
amount of borrowing here, but if this is
the moment that opens up a chance for
someone like myself, who has spent a
decade here passionately trying to say
it doesn’t have to be cuts. It is actually
the adoption of technology.

I am going to go slightly off track,
then I want to get back into the dis-
tribution. If I turn to my brothers and
sisters and anyone willing to listen
right now, what is the single biggest
cost in our society? This is where
SCHWEIKERT soaks himself in kerosene
and plays with matches, Mr. Chair.

It turns out it is obesity. For our
brothers and sisters, we calculate there
will be over $9 trillion in additional
healthcare costs over the next decade.
What would happen if the left and the
right actually said we are going to fix-
ate on the way we deliver healthcare,
the way we deliver nutrition support,
the way we do agriculture policy, that
we are going to help our brothers and
sisters be healthier, and, by the way,
family formation, the use of
healthcare, the ability to have a life.

Maybe it is moments like this where
we go to battle in the committees. We
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have really smart people, but armies of
lobbyists outside these hallways look
at us and stress out when we start say-
ing it is time to modernize, time to
find a better, faster, more elegant way
to deliver services and slow down the
piling of debt because the math still
comes back to 63 percent of our tax-
paying brothers and sisters will see
their taxes go up.

Now, for the comments you have
heard over and over here about the dis-
tributional effects. Okay. Mr. BEYER
and I are both on Ways and Means and
battle in the committee.

Remember, there is no bill coming
out of the committee yet. What is it
going to look like? Do we actually have
to make elegant changes? Are there
things we can agree on as a body that
will maximize economic growth?

At some point you have got to look—
and I am sorry I have beaten up this
chart, but we have been trying to
model what happens to the economy if
we allow these tax hikes to come in
automatically.

It turns out the economy is also ben-
efited if we maximize how much we pay
for at the end of 10 years. I know
changing spending policy is hard, but if
we were to maximize both, at the end
of the decade we are more prosperous.

Mr. Chairman, at some point that is
the ultimate question here: Is pros-
perity moral? Is there a way we can ac-
tually do our work here where we
maximize the prosperity for my 2%-
year-old but also the person heading to
retirement, to our brothers and sisters
who are out there working their hearts
out? There is a way.

The hardest part is we are going to
have to do things differently than we
have done in the past.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Chair, today’s vote marks
an essential step towards fulfilling our promise
to the American people—to extend the 2017
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, secure funding for
border protection, and move toward American
energy independence.

After enduring significant inflation, American
families and small businesses urgently need
tax relief to make ends meet.

We must pass our budget resolution today
to start the budget reconciliation process and
advance the policies our American families ex-
pect and desperately need.

It includes much-needed deficit reduction,
for which our children and grandchildren will
be grateful. It will allow us to extend the suc-
cessful tax cuts from 2017 that produced un-
precedented job growth and higher wages for
American workers.

This is only the first step in a process where
everyone will have a voice. But it's a signifi-
cant step toward American success and secu-
rity, and | urge my colleagues to support it.

The Acting CHAIR. All time for gen-
eral debate has expired. Pursuant to
the rule, the amendment printed in
House Report 119-5 is adopted and the
concurrent resolution, as amended, is
considered read.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 14

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025.

(a) DECLARATION.—The Congress deter-
mines and declares that prior concurrent res-
olutions on the budget are replaced as of fis-
cal year 2025 and that this concurrent resolu-
tion establishes the budget for fiscal year
2025 and sets forth the appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2026 through 2034.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this concurrent resolution is as fol-
lows:

Sec. 1. Concurrent resolution on the budget
for fiscal year 2025.
TITLE I—RECOMMENDED LEVELS AND
AMOUNTS

Sec. 1001. Recommended levels and amounts.
Sec. 1002. Major functional categories.
TITLE II—RECONCILIATION AND
RELATED MATTERS

Sec. 2001. Reconciliation in the House of
Representatives.

TITLE III-RESERVE FUND AND DEFICIT
REDUCTION ADJUSTMENT

Sec. 3001. Reserve fund for reconciliation
legislation in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Sec. 3002. Adjustment for spending cuts of at
least $2 trillion.

TITLE IV—POLICY STATEMENTS

Sec. 4001. Policy statement on economic
growth.
Sec. 4002. Policy statement on mandatory
spending reduction.
Sec. 4003. Policy statement on Government
deregulation.
TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS

Sec. 5001. Enforcement filing in the House of
Representatives.

Sec. 5002. Budgetary treatment of adminis-
trative expenses in the House of
Representatives.

Sec. 5003. Application and effect of changes
in allocations, aggregates, and
other budgetary levels.

Sec. 5004. Adjustments to reflect changes in
concepts and definitions in the
House of Representatives.

Sec. 5005. Adjustment for changes in the
baseline.

Sec. 5006. Exercise of rulemaking powers.

TITLE I—RECOMMENDED LEVELS AND
AMOUNTS

RECOMMENDED
AMOUNTS.

The following budgetary levels are appro-
priate for each of fiscal years 2025 through
2034:

(1) FEDERAL REVENUES.—For purposes of
the enforcement of this concurrent resolu-
tion:

(A) The recommended levels of Federal
revenues are as follows:

SEC. 1001. LEVELS AND
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Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:
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-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.

(2) NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY.—For purposes

of the enforcement of this concurrent resolu-
tion, the appropriate levels of total new
budget authority are as follows:

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$5,515,610,000,000.
$5,605,352,000,000.
$5,744,975,000,000.
$5,999,399,000,000.
$6,173,475,000,000.
$6,494,898,000,000.
$6,748,868,000,000.
$7,048,096,000,000.

$7,438,116,000,000 .

$7,610,582,000,000.

(3) BUDGET OUTLAYS.—For purposes of the

enforcement of this concurrent resolution,
the appropriate levels of total budget out-
lays are as follows:

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$3,408,969,000,000.
$3,766,668,000,000.
$4,066,393,000,000.
$4,186,847,000,000.
$4,309,831,000,000.
$4,508,641,000,000.
$4,730,270,000,000.
$4,938,712,000,000.
$5,172,643,000,000.
$5,410,030,000,000.

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$5,490,790,000,000.
$5,623,085,000,000.
$5,821,621,000,000.
$6,088,332,000,000.
$6,164,293,000,000.
$6,484,545,000,000.
$6,720,491,000,000.
$6,983,637,000,000.
$7,401,699,000,000.
$7,529,256,000,000.

(4) DEFICITS.—For purposes of the enforce-

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

ment of this concurrent resolution,
amounts of the deficits are as follows:

$2,081,821,000,000.
$1,856,417,000,000.
$1,755,228,000,000.
$1,901,485,000,000.
$1,854,462,000,000.
$1,975,904,000,000.
$1,990,221,000,000.
$2,044,925,000,000.
$2,229,056,000,000.
$2,119,226,000,000.

the

(5) DEBT SUBJECT TO LIMIT.—The appro-

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$37,660,656,000,000.
$39,839,449,000,000.
$41,752,932,000,000.
$43,721,320,000,000.
$45,725,094,000,000.
$417,646,893,000,000.
$49,490,401,000,000.
$51,311,359,000,000.
$53,342,100,000,000.
$55,566,372,000,000.

priate levels of debt subject to limit are as
follows:

(6) DEBT HELD BY THE PUBLIC.—The appro-

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$30,430,405,000,000.
$32,469,082,000,000.
$34,395,037,000,000.
$36,452,960,000,000.
$38,403,594,000,000.
$40,444,544,000,000.
$42,449,786,000,000.
$44,476,114,000,000.
$46,612,129,000,000.
$48,599,876,000,000.

priate levels of debt held by the public are as
follows:

(B) The amounts by which the aggregate
levels of Federal revenues should be changed
are as follows:

SEC. 1002. MAJOR FUNCTIONAL CATEGORIES.

Congress determines and declares that the
appropriate levels of new budget authority
and outlays for fiscal years 2025 through 2034
for each major functional category are:

(1) National Defense (050):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $888,044,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $883,821,000,000.

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:

-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $913,263,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $895,830,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $935,345,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $913,493,000,000.
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Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $956,694,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $940,299,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $979,049,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $950,598,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $1,002,337,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $977,233,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $1,026,119,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $996,535,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $1,050,408,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,016,235,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $1,076,299,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,050,728,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $1,101,659,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,067,701,000,000.

(2) International Affairs (150):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $65,962,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $69,206,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $64,270,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $68,458,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $64,856,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $68,013,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $66,169,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $64,433,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $67,655,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $65,177,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $69,175,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $65,601,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $70,699,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $66,643,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $72,220,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $67,916,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $73,809,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $69,332,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $75,431,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $70,768,000,000.

(3) General Science, Space, and Technology
(250):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $42,084,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $41,734,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $43,056,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $42,483,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $44,011,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $43,166,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $44,881,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $43,781,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $45,834,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $44,611,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $46,835,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $45,450,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $47,840,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $46,405,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $48,853,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $47,377,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $49,907,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $48,391,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $50,997,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $49,436,000,000.

(4) Energy (270):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $39,842,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $37,587,000,000.
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Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $40,172,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $44,518,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $43,579,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $52,928,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $44,493,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $52,542,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $45,633,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $51,237,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $44,014,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $47,297,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $45,460,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $46,521,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $50,176,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $48,864,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $35,184,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $34,040,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $27,122,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $26,021,000,000.

(6) Natural Resources and Environment
(300):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $88,219,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $90,074,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $89,760,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $90,428,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $83,830,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $91,282,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $85,498,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $91,754,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $87,319,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $92,172,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $88,970,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $92,442,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $91,016,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $92,640,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $92,975,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $91,686,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $95,254,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $93,640,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $97,211,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $94,831,000,000.

(6) Agriculture (350):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $58,457,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $41,846,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $59,875,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $58,018,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $64,092,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $61,792,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $66,014,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $64,140,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $66,999,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $63,775,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $65,213,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $62,065,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $65,516,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $62,226,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $66,979,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $63,432,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $68,738,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $64,825,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:
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(A) New budget authority, $70,130,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $66,347,000,000.

(7) Commerce and Housing Credit (370):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $12,477,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$18,175,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $33,817,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$207,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $29,807,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $8,387,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, -$55,092,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$64,213,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $27,308,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $17,149,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $27,501,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $14,043,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $27,776,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $9,486,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $28,233,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $6,788,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $22,118,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$2,412,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $31,836,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $4,308,000,000.

(8) Transportation (400):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $173,158,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $144,771,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $176,249,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $154,625,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $178,411,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $162,925,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $180,607,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $171,610,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $182,610,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $175,967,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $179,144,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $174,442,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $181,099,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $178,314,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $189,966,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $187,367,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $192,692,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $191,213,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $195,495,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $194,754,000,000.

(9) Community and Regional Development
(450):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $87,762,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $78,752,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $89,366,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $69,845,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $91,267,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $74,426,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $92,897,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $75,604,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $94,812,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $77,850,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $96,811,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $82,903,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $98,774,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $86,364,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:
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(A) New budget authority, $100,621,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $88,685,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $102,711,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $90,723,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $104,818,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $93,005,000,000.

(10) Education, Training, Employment, and
Social Services (500):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $149,303,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $171,916,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $152,714,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $151,605,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $155,153,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $150,979,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $157,971,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $152,819,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $160,952,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $155,502,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $163,865,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $158,383,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $166,854,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $161,312,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $170,223,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $164,486,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $173,784,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $167,792,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $176,834,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $170,876,000,000.

(11) Health (550):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $945,070,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $961,180,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $992,460,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $976,705,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $1,021,428,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,021,884,000,000.
Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $1,056,522,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,053,318,000,000.
Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $1,099,999,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,095,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $1,144,066,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,133,456,000,000.
Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $1,177,723,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,176,648,000,000.
Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $1,228,051,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,218,203,000,000.
Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $1,278,134,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,267,299,000,000.
Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $1,311,280,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,300,233,000,000.

(12) Medicare (570):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $950,891,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $950,641,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $1,007,431,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,009,161,000,000.
Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $1,067,229,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,066,832,000,000.
Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $1,210,420,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,208,952,000,000.
Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $1,126,357,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,125,928,000,000.
Fiscal year 2030:
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(A) New budget authority, $1,276,602,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,276,291,000,000.
Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $1,358,554,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,358,476,000,000.
Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $1,445,982,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,445,966,000,000.
Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $1,664,590,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,664,595,000,000.
Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $1,667,328,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,667,321,000,000.

(13) Income Security (600):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $712,446,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $709,132,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $702,007,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $699,086,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $703,592,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $698,238,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $722,280,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $721,948,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $724,420,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $710,279,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $743,824,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $735,068,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $757,021,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $747,723,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $775,456,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $765,416,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $796,775,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $793,408,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $805,597,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $795,238,000,000.

(14) Social Security (650):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $67,259,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $67,259,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $81,690,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $81,690,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $89,447,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $89,447,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $94,419,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $94,419,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $100,138,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $100,138,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $106,208,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $106,208,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $112,114,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $112,114,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $118,485,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $118,485,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $125,325,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $125,325,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $132,539,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $132,539,000,000.

(15) Veterans Benefits and Services (700):
Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $361,349,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $357,760,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $382,625,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $378,862,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $404,665,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $401,379,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $427,402,000,000.
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(B) Outlays, $444,309,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $447,832,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $422,387,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $466,693,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $461,795,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $486,796,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $481,715,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $507,269,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $502,734,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $528,816,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $548,814,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $550,747,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $547,878,000,000.

(16) Administration of Justice (750):
Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $83,111,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $85,235,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $90,002,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $87,682,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $89,047,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $87,256,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $91,066,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $89,499,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $93,553,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $91,849,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $96,019,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $94,292,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $98,328,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $96,277,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $105,979,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $103,293,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $108,710,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $105,827,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $111,020,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $108,460,000,000.

(17) General Government (800):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $10,089,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,960,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $30,678,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $38,289,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $32,078,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $38,267,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $33,007,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,965,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $33,784,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,804,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $34,628,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,998,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $35,261,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,038,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $36,204,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $36,321,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $36,975,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $36,772,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $37,697,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,281,000,000.

(18) Net Interest (900):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $1,027,694,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,027,694,000,000.
Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $1,090,880,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,090,880,000,000.
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Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $1,160,719,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,160,719,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $1,250,257,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,250,257,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $1,328,362,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,328,362,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $1,399,636,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,399,636,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $1,475,634,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,475,634,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $1,551,786,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,551,786,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $1,619,496,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,619,496,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $1,693,863,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,693,863,000,000.

(19) Allowances (920):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

(20) Government-Wide Savings (930):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, -$120,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$120,000,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, -$299,849,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$179,763,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, -$375,694,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$231,910,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, -$384,958,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$263,939,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, -$393,736,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$296,185,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, -$407,056,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$330,476,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, -$419,698,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$357,567,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, -$431,652,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$381,290,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, -$445,094,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$402,008,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, -$460,001,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$420,590,000,000.

(21) Undistributed Offsetting Receipts (950):
Fiscal year 2025:
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(A) New budget authority, -$127,603,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$127,603,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, -$135,110,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$135,110,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, -$137,883,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$137,883,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, -$141,145,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$141,165,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, -$145,400,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$145,407,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, -$149,582,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$149,581,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, -$154,014,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$154,013,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, -$160,114,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$160,113,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, -$166,102,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$166,101,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, -$171,015,000,000.

(B) Outlays,-$171,014,000,000.

(22) Across-the-Board Adjustment (990):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, -$5,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, -$5,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

TITLE II—RECONCILIATION AND
RELATED MATTERS
SEC. 2001. RECONCILIATION IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.

(a) SUBMISSIONS.—Not later than March 27,
2025, the committees named in subsection (b)
and subsection (c) shall submit their rec-
ommendations on changes in laws within
their jurisdictions to the Committee on the
Budget of the House of Representatives to
carry out this section.

(b) INSTRUCTIONS.—

(1) COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE.—The Com-
mittee on Agriculture shall submit changes
in laws within its jurisdiction to reduce the
deficit by not less than $230,000,000,000 for the
period of fiscal years 2025 through 2034.

(2) COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES.—The
Committee on Armed Services shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction that
increase the deficit by not more than
$100,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(3) COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND WORK-
FORCE.—The Committee on Education and
Workforce shall submit changes in laws
within its jurisdiction to reduce the deficit
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by not less than $330,000,000,000 for the period
of fiscal years 2025 through 2034.

(4) COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE.—
The Committee on Energy and Commerce
shall submit changes in laws within its juris-
diction to reduce the deficit by not less than
$880,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(5) COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES.—The
Committee on Financial Services shall sub-
mit changes in laws within its jurisdiction to
reduce the deficit by not less than
$1,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(6) COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY.—
The Committee on Homeland Security shall
submit changes in laws within its jurisdic-
tion that increase the deficit by not more
than $90,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal
years 2025 through 2034.

(7) COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY.—The
Committee on the Judiciary shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction that
increase the deficit by not more than
$110,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(8) COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES.—
The Committee on Natural Resources shall
submit changes in laws within its jurisdic-
tion to reduce the deficit by not less than
$1,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(9) COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERN-
MENT REFORM.—The Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction to re-
duce the deficit by not less than
$50,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(10) COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND IN-
FRASTRUCTURE.—The Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction to re-
duce the deficit by not less than
$10,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(11) COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS.—The
Committee on Ways and Means shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction that
increase the deficit by not more than
$4,500,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(¢) INCREASE IN STATUTORY DEBT LIMIT.—
The Committee on Ways and Means shall
submit changes in laws within its jurisdic-
tion that increase the statutory debt limit
by $4,000,000,000,000.

TITLE III—RESERVE FUND AND DEFICIT
REDUCTION ADJUSTMENT

SEC. 3001. RESERVE FUND FOR RECONCILIATION
LEGISLATION IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the House of Rep-
resentatives, the chair of the Committee on
the Budget may revise the allocations of a
committee or committees, aggregates, and
other appropriate levels in this resolution
for any bill or joint resolution considered
pursuant to section 2001 containing the rec-
ommendations of one or more committees,
or for one or more amendments to, a con-
ference report on, or an amendment between
the Houses in relation to such a bill or joint
resolution, by the amounts necessary to ac-
commodate the budgetary effects of the leg-
islation, if the budgetary effects of the legis-
lation comply with the reconciliation in-
structions under this concurrent resolution.

(b) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANCE.—For
purposes of this section, compliance with the
reconciliation instructions under this con-
current resolution shall be determined by
the chair of the Committee on the Budget of
the House of Representatives.
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SEC. 3002. ADJUSTMENT FOR SPENDING CUTS OF
AT LEAST $2 TRILLION.

(a) ADJUSTMENT IF DEFICIT REDUCTION TAR-
GET NOT ACHIEVED.—If one or more commit-
tees of the House of Representatives submit
reconciliation recommendations pursuant to
paragraphs (1), (3), (4), (), (8), (9), or (10) of
section 2001(b) and such recommendations do
not, in total, achieve at least
$2,000,000,000,000 in net deficit reduction over
the period of fiscal years 2025 through 2034,
the chair of the Committee on the Budget of
the House shall reduce—

(1) the $4,500,000,000,000 reconciliation in-
struction for the Committee on Ways and
Means under section 2001(b)(11);

(2) the allocations to the Committee on
Ways and Means under section 302(a) of the
Congressional Budget and Impoundment
Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 633(a));

(3) the aggregates of budget authority, out-
lays, and revenues; and

(4) any other appropriate level in this con-
current resolution,
by an amount equal to the difference be-
tween $2,000,000,000,000 and the total dollar
amount of such recommendations.

(b) ADJUSTMENT IF DEFICIT REDUCTION TAR-
GET EXCEEDED.—If one or more committees
of the House of Representatives submit rec-
onciliation recommendations pursuant to
paragraphs (1), (3), (4), (5), (8), (9), or (10) of
section 2001(b) and such recommendations, in
total, achieve at least $2,000,000,000,000 in net
deficit reduction over the period of fiscal
years 2025 through 2034, the chair of the Com-
mittee on the Budget of the House shall in-
crease the levels described in paragraphs (1)
through (4) of subsection (a) by an amount
equal to the difference between the total dol-
lar amount of such recommendations and
$2,000,000,000,000.

(¢) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED FOR ADJUST-
MENT.—No adjustment may be made under
subsection (a) or subsection (b) unless the
chair of the Committee on the Budget of the
House, using cost estimates provided by the
Congressional Budget Office and the Joint
Committee on Taxation (as appropriate),
certifies in writing that the applicable rec-
onciliation recommendations—

(1) with respect to subsection (a), do not
achieve net deficit reduction of at least
$2,000,000,000,000 over the period of fiscal
years 2025 through 2034; or

(2) with respect to subsection (b), achieve
net deficit reduction of at least
$2,000,000,000,000 over the period of such fiscal
years.

(d) RECONCILIATION INSTRUCTION FOR WAYS
AND MEANS.—The dollar amount resulting
from any adjustment made under this sec-
tion to the reconciliation instruction for the
Committee on Ways and Means under para-
graph (11) of section 2001(b) shall be sub-
stituted for ‘‘$4,500,000,000,000"" in such sec-
tion and shall be deemed the reconciliation
instructions for such Committee under such
section. Any recommendations on changes in
law within the jurisdiction of the Committee
shall be consistent with the goals of this
concurrent resolution, including with re-
spect to spending reduction, tax policy
changes, reforms, or other measures deemed
appropriate by the chair of the Committee
on the Budget of the House.

(e) CONSISTENCY WITH THE RESOLUTION.—
Any reconciliation recommendations receiv-
ing an allocation adjustment under this sec-
tion shall not be considered in violation of
the budgetary levels established by this con-
current resolution.

TITLE IV—POLICY STATEMENTS

SEC. 4001. POLICY STATEMENT ON ECONOMIC
GROWTH.
(a) FINDINGS.—The House finds the fol-
lowing:
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(1) The rate of economic growth has a sig-
nificant impact on budget deficits. When the
rate of gross domestic product (GDP) in-
creases, projected revenue grows with it and
deficits decline. Conversely, slower GDP
growth can lead to lagging revenues and
mounting deficits.

(2) Federal policies affect the economy’s
potential to grow and impact economic per-
formance, influencing budgetary outcomes.
Consequently, fiscally responsible policies
that improve the economy’s long-term
growth prospects help reduce the size of
budget deficits over a given period.

(3) The free market, where individuals pur-
sue their own self-interests, has been respon-
sible for greater advancements in quality of
life and generation of wealth than any other
form of economic system. Federal policies
designed to grow the economy should thus
allow market forces to operate unhindered
rather than pick ‘‘winners’ and ‘‘losers’.

(b) PoLICY ON ECONOMIC GROWTH.—It is the
policy of this concurrent resolution to pur-
sue policies that embrace the free market
and promote economic growth policies that—

(1) reduce Federal spending;

(2) expand American energy production;

(3) lower taxes that discourage work, sav-
ings, and investment;

(4) deregulate the economy and enact re-
forms to diminish bureaucratic red tape; and

(5) eliminate barriers to work so more
Americans enter (or reenter) the job market.
SEC. 4002. POLICY STATEMENT ON MANDATORY

SPENDING REDUCTION.

(a) FINDINGS.—The House finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The United States faces a significant
debt crisis, with the national debt currently
exceeding $36 trillion, or 123 percent of GDP.

(2) Since 2019, mandatory spending has in-
creased by 59 percent.

(3) This debt poses a significant risk to the
country’s long-term fiscal sustainability,
with implications for future generations.

(4) Mandatory spending currently accounts
for over 70 percent of the entire Federal
budget.

(5) The deficit for fiscal year 2025 is pro-
jected to be $1.9 trillion, or 6.2 percent of
GDP.

(6) This fiscal year, net interest will total
$952 billion, or 3.2 percent of GDP.

(b) POLICY ON MANDATORY SPENDING REDUC-
TION.—It is the goal of this concurrent reso-
lution to reduce mandatory spending by $2
trillion over the budget window. If the com-
bined deficit reduction provided by author-
izing committees is below this target, it is
the policy of the Committee on the Budget of
the House that the instruction provided to
the Committee on Ways and Means of the
House should be reduced by a commensurate
amount to offset the difference.

SEC. 4003. POLICY STATEMENT ON GOVERNMENT
DEREGULATION.

(a) FINDINGS.—The House finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Regulations throughout the Federal
Government have been a major issue for dec-
ades, continuously growing while negatively
impacting the nation’s economic and fiscal
standing.

(2) Overregulation has consistently hurt
small businesses, strangled domestic energy
production, weakened labor market condi-
tions, and expanded government overreach
and costs on taxpayers.

(3) Real (inflation-adjusted) spending on
regulatory agencies has increased exponen-
tially since 1960. The total number of pages
in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) has
increased from 22,877 pages in 1960 to nearly
200,000 today. When compared to 1950, the
CFR contained only 9,745 pages in 1950, mak-
ing the size of the CFR today 95% larger
than it was in 1950.

February 25, 2025

(b) POLICY STATEMENT ON GOVERNMENT DE-
REGULATION.—It is the policy of this concur-
rent resolution—

(1) that Congress continues to examine
ways to relieve the burdens of overregulation
throughout the Federal Government;

(2) that Congress is ready to promote ini-
tiatives that will reduce government bu-
reaucracy, enhance Federalism, and increase
economic prosperity through deregulation;

(3) to not only reduce burdensome, costly
regulations, but to also reassert the role of
Congress; and

(4) to enact legislation through reconcili-
ation that strengthens Congress, scales back
Federal regulations, limits future bureau-
cratic red tape, and unleashes economic
growth, such as the Regulations from the
Executive in Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act.

TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 5001. ENFORCEMENT FILING IN THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES.

In the House of Representatives, if a con-
current resolution on the budget for fiscal
year 2025 is adopted without the appoint-
ment of a committee of conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses with re-
spect to this concurrent resolution on the
budget, for the purpose of enforcing the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 621 et
seq.) and applicable rules and requirements
set forth in the concurrent resolution on the
budget, the allocations provided for in this
section shall apply in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the same manner as if such
allocations were in a joint explanatory state-
ment accompanying a conference report on
the budget for fiscal year 2025. The chair of
the Committee on the Budget of the House of
Representatives shall submit a statement for
publication in the Congressional Record con-
taining—

(1) for the Committee on Appropriations,
committee allocations for fiscal year 2025
consistent with title I for the purpose of en-
forcing section 302 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 633); and

(2) for all committees other than the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, committee alloca-
tions consistent with title I for fiscal year
2025 and for the period of fiscal years 2025
through 2034 for the purpose of enforcing sec-
tion 302 of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 (2 U.S.C. 633).

SEC. 5002. BUDGETARY TREATMENT OF ADMINIS-
TRATIVE EXPENSES IN THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the House of Rep-
resentatives, notwithstanding section
302(a)(1) of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 (2 U.S.C. 633(a)(1)), section 13301 of the
Budget Enforcement Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 632
note), and section 2009a of title 39, United
States Code, the report or the joint explana-
tory statement accompanying this concur-
rent resolution on the budget or the state-
ment filed pursuant to section 5001, as appli-
cable, shall include in an allocation under
section 302(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 633(a)) to the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives amounts for the discretionary admin-
istrative expenses of the Social Security Ad-
ministration and the United States Postal
Service.

(b) SPECIAL RULE.—In the House of Rep-
resentatives, for purposes of enforcing sec-
tion 302(f) of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 (2 U.S.C. 633(f)), estimates of the level of
total new budget authority and total outlays
provided by a measure shall include any dis-
cretionary amounts described in subsection
(a).
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APPLICATION AND EFFECT OF
CHANGES IN ALLOCATIONS, AGGRE-
GATES, AND OTHER BUDGETARY
LEVELS.

(a) APPLICATION.—Any adjustments of allo-
cations, aggregates, and other budgetary lev-
els made pursuant to this concurrent resolu-
tion shall—

(1) apply while that measure is under con-
sideration;

(2) take effect upon the enactment of that
measure; and

(3) be published in the Congressional
Record as soon as practicable.

(b) EFFECT OF CHANGED ALLOCATIONS, AG-
GREGATES, AND OTHER BUDGETARY LEVELS.—
Revised allocations, aggregates, and other
budgetary levels resulting from these adjust-
ments shall be considered for the purposes of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2
U.S.C. 621 et seq.) as the allocations, aggre-
gates, and other budgetary levels contained
in this concurrent resolution.

(¢) BUDGET COMMITTEE DETERMINATIONS.—
For purposes of this concurrent resolution,
the levels of new budget authority, outlays,
direct spending, new entitlement authority,
revenues, deficits, and surpluses for a fiscal
year or period of fiscal years shall be deter-
mined on the basis of estimates made by the
chair of the Committee on the Budget of the
applicable House of Congress.

(d) AGGREGATES, ALLOCATIONS AND APPLI-
CATION.—In the House of Representatives, for
purposes of this concurrent resolution and
budget enforcement, the consideration of
any bill or joint resolution, or amendment
thereto or conference report thereon, for
which the chair of the Committee on the
Budget makes adjustments or revisions in
the allocations, aggregates, and other budg-
etary levels of this concurrent resolution
shall not be subject to the point of order set
forth in clause 10 of rule XXI of the Rules of
the House of Representatives.

SEC. 5004. ADJUSTMENTS TO REFLECT CHANGES
IN CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS IN
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

In the House of Representatives, the chair
of the Committee on the Budget may adjust
the appropriate aggregates, allocations, and
other budgetary levels in this concurrent
resolution for any change in budgetary con-
cepts and definitions consistent with section
251(b)(1) of the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C.
901(b)(1)).

SEC. 5005. ADJUSTMENT FOR CHANGES IN THE
BASELINE.

In the House of Representatives, the chair
of the Committee on the Budget may adjust
the allocations, aggregates, and other appro-
priate budgetary levels in this concurrent
resolution to reflect changes resulting from
the Congressional Budget Office’s updates to
its baseline for fiscal years 2025 through 2034.
SEC. 5006. EXERCISE OF RULEMAKING POWERS.

Congress adopts the provisions of this
title—

(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives, respectively, and as such they shall be
considered as part of the rules of each House
or of that House to which they specifically
apply, and such rules shall supersede other
rules only to the extent that they are incon-
sistent with such other rules; and

(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either the Senate or the
House of Representatives to change those
rules (insofar as they relate to that House)
at any time, in the same manner, and to the
same extent as is the case of any other rule
of the Senate or House of Representatives.

The Acting CHAIR. Under the rule,
the committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.

SEC. 5003.

WOMACK) having assumed the chair,
Mr. SIMPSON, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
14) establishing the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government
for fiscal year 2025 and setting forth
the appropriate budgetary levels for
fiscal years 2026 through 2034, and, pur-
suant to House Resolution 161, he re-
ported the concurrent resolution, as
amended by that resolution, back to
the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX,
further consideration of H. Con. Res. 14
is postponed.

————
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 788;

Adoption of H. Con. Res. 14; and

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 804.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

—————

DOE AND SBA RESEARCH ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 788) to provide for Depart-
ment of Energy and Small Business Ad-
ministration joint research and devel-
opment activities, and for other pur-
poses, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 427, nays 3,
not voting 3, as follows:

[Roll No. 48]

YEAS—427
Adams Barr Bilirakis
Aderholt Barragan Bishop
Aguilar Barrett Boebert
Alford Baumgartner Bonamici
Allen Bean (FL) Bost
Amo Beatty Boyle (PA)
Amodei (NV) Begich Brecheen
Ansari Bell Bresnahan
Arrington Bentz Brown
Auchincloss Bera Brownley
Babin Bergman Buchanan
Bacon Beyer Budzinski
Baird Bice Burchett
Balderson Biggs (AZ) Burlison
Balint Biggs (SC) Bynum
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Calvert
Cammack
Carbajal
Carey
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Carter (TX)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Cole
Collins
Comer
Conaway
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Dexter
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Elfreth
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Espaillat
Estes
Evans (CO)
Evans (PA)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Fields
Figures
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Fong
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Friedman
Frost
Fry
Fulcher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gill (TX)

Gillen
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Goldman (TX)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden
Goodlander
Gosar
Gottheimer
Graves

Gray

Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Harder (CA)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt

Hurd (CO)
Issa

Ivey

Jack
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (NY)
Kennedy (UT)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Krishnamoorthi
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
Latta

Lawler

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Letlow

Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna

H823

Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Mannion
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McCaul
McClain
McClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McCormick
McDonald Rivet
McDowell
McGarvey
McGovern
McGuire
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Messmer
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

Min
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Murphy
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (TA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Olszewski
Omar
Onder
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan

Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz

Rulli
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scalise
Scanlon



		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-03-31T23:37:20-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




