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the taxpayers money. It is not our 
money. It is the taxpayers’ money. 

This includes, for example, the great 
work done by our Secretary of Trans-
portation Sean Duffy the other day in 
California. He pointed out that this 
boondoggle, high-speed rail system in 
California that has cost about $15 bil-
lion so far now is going to cost $130 bil-
lion. 

The quibbling over $4 billion right 
now of Federal money that Biden 
dumped in at the last minute, we 
should claw that back and then stop 
the spigot. No more spending. It is $110 
billion short of what it is going to take 
to build the whole rail from San Fran-
cisco to L.A. 

We need to stop the boondoggle 
spending. The work of DOGE and the 
work of our Budget Committee are 
going to be important to set the course 
for all of America and on all of these 
things we have been wasting so much 
money on. 

Remember, Mr. Speaker, we have to 
respect the taxpayers. It is their 
money, not ours. 

f 

UKRAINE 
(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, Putin 
and Trump: a dictator and a wannabe, 
and another destroyed Ukrainian city. 
Thousands have been murdered and 
thousands of children have been kid-
napped. Trump disgracefully voted yes-
terday with North Korea and Russia to 
blame the murdered, not the murderer. 

Trump is joining a rogues’ gallery of 
lesser dictators to deny Putin’s mur-
derous invasion, his war crimes, and a 
demand that he return occupied 
Ukrainian territory. Trump, ‘‘the great 
appeaser,’’ is joined in this appalling 
wrong by House Republican accom-
plices. 

While Ukrainians dodge bullets and 
missiles and are risking death daily, 
most of the House Republicans seem 
scared into silence by the threat of a 
very mean Trump tweet. By its silence, 
this Republican white flag surrender 
caucus is emboldening our adversaries 
to replace the world order established 
by both Democratic and Republican 
leaders since World War II. 

If we fail Ukraine, our democratic 
ally, we fail the rule of law. Let’s unite 
to resist the appeasement of Putin and 
seek a victory for self-determination, 
democracy, and freedom. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

MAY COURAGEOUS UKRAINE 
PREVAIL 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday marked the tragic 

third anniversary of the invasion of 
Ukraine by war criminal Putin con-
cealed as a 30-day special mission, mis-
leading his troops into bringing dress 
uniforms for fictional victory parades 
in his quest to resurrect the failed So-
viet Union. 

Thanks to President Donald Trump, 
the Putin invasion convoy was de-
stroyed by Javelin missiles he pre-
viously provided Ukraine. The Ukrain-
ian people courageously and valiantly 
fought back with war criminal Putin 
importing Iranian drones and sacri-
ficing North Korean troops, confirming 
this is a war of dictators in Moscow, 
Tehran, Pyongyang, and Beijing. 

President Donald Trump is achieving 
peace through strength with an em-
powered Ukraine and a now-liberated 
Syria because Putin was not able to 
save dictator Assad, as Trump praises 
Turkiye’s and Saudi Arabia’s success. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops as 
the global war on terrorism continues. 
Open borders for dictators put all 
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks 
imminent, as warned by the FBI. 
Trump is building peace through 
strength. 

f 

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER 
APPRECIATION WEEK 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to acknowledge the 
dedicated schoolbus drivers who ensure 
our children’s safety every day. 

During School Bus Driver Apprecia-
tion Week, I had the privilege of riding 
along on Mrs. Pamela Respess’ school-
bus at Banks Elementary School in 
Lenoir County. 

There was so much excitement. It 
was an early morning, and we hopped 
on the bus after the prechecks. 
Throughout the route, Mrs. Respess 
greeted students by name, trans-
forming morning faces into smiles. 
After parking the schoolbus, the stu-
dents hugged Mrs. Respess as they 
hopped off and headed to class. 

My experience highlights the vital 
role of schoolbus drivers who face enor-
mous challenges like bus shortages and 
overcrowding. 

We thank our schoolbus drivers 
across America like Mrs. Respess not 
just today but every day. 

f 

THANKING ALEX CISNEROS, 
LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

(Mrs. KIM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to thank Alex Cisneros for his decade 
of service to our Nation as a dedicated 
staff member in the House of Rep-
resentatives, most recently as my leg-
islative director over the last 4 years. 

His diligent work ethic, sharp intel-
lect, and the ability to build trusting 

relationships on both sides of the aisle 
have made him an invaluable part of 
my team. 

His legislative team advised me each 
week in Congress and shepherded more 
than 40 bills through the House and got 
more than 15 bills signed into law. 

These are real results that have made 
a difference in the lives of the Amer-
ican people. 

So I thank Alex, and I hope that he 
knows how proud we all are of what he 
has accomplished. 

We will miss Alex, but he will always 
be a part of our family. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF PARMA HEIGHTS POLICE DE-
PARTMENT CHIEF TANYA CZACK 

(Mr. MILLER of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the retirement 
of Parma Heights Police Department 
Chief Tanya Czack, who is a very good 
friend of mine. 

Chief Czack has dedicated her career 
to upholding the law, protecting her 
community, and leading with integ-
rity. With over 35 years of service in 
law enforcement, Tanya has risen 
through the ranks, starting as a dis-
patcher and becoming the first female 
chief in her department’s history. 

A graduate of Northwestern Univer-
sity’s prestigious staff and command 
program, Chief Czack has not only ex-
celled in her role but has also com-
mitted herself to shaping the future of 
law enforcement. 

For 17 years she has been an instruc-
tor at police academies, preparing the 
next generation of law enforcement of-
ficers to serve with honor, courage, and 
dedication to justice 

Our community is made better by 
people like Chief Czack, and I thank 
her for her selfless service and wish her 
a very happy retirement. I will see her 
Friday. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST ME-
MORIAL COUNCIL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 2302, 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2025, of the following Members on the 
part of the House to the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Council: 

Mr. KUSTOFF, Tennessee 
Mr. BACON, Nebraska 
Mr. MILLER, Ohio 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND 
COOPERATION IN EUROPE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 3003, 
and the order of the House of January 
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3, 2025, of the following Member on the 
part of the House to the Commission 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe: 

Mr. WILSON, South Carolina, Co- 
Chair 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
CANADA-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d, 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2025, of the following Member on the 
part of the House to the Canada-United 
States Interparliamentary Group: 

Mr. HUIZENGA, Michigan, Chair 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
BRITISH-AMERICAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276L, 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2025, of the following Members on the 
part of the House to the British-Amer-
ican Interparliamentary Group: 

Mrs. KIM, California 
Mr. MEUSER, Pennsylvania 
Mr. ADERHOLT, Alabama 
Mr. SMUCKER, Pennsylvania 
Mr. COLE, Oklahoma 
Mr. KEAN, New Jersey 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.J. RES. 20, PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL 
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
RELATING TO ‘‘ENERGY CON-
SERVATION PROGRAM: ENERGY 
CONSERVATION STANDARDS FOR 
CONSUMER GAS-FIRED INSTAN-
TANEOUS WATER HEATERS’’; 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.J. RES. 35, PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL 
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION AGENCY RELATING TO 
‘‘WASTE EMISSIONS CHARGE 
FOR PETROLEUM AND NATURAL 
GAS SYSTEMS: PROCEDURES 
FOR FACILITATING COMPLIANCE, 
INCLUDING NETTING AND EX-
EMPTIONS’’; AND PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. 
RES. 14, CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2025 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 161 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 161 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 20) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Department of En-
ergy relating to ‘‘Energy Conservation Pro-

gram: Energy Conservation Standards for 
Consumer Gas-fired Instantaneous Water 
Heaters’’. All points of order against consid-
eration of the joint resolution are waived. 
The joint resolution shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the joint resolution are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the joint resolution and on any amend-
ment thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce or their re-
spective designees; and (2) one motion to re-
commit. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 35) providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘Waste Emissions Charge 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems: 
Procedures for Facilitating Compliance, In-
cluding Netting and Exemptions’’. All points 
of order against consideration of the joint 
resolution are waived. The joint resolution 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the joint resolu-
tion are waived. The previous question shall 
be considered as ordered on the joint resolu-
tion and on any amendment thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except: 
(1) one hour of debate equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce or their respective designees; and 
(2) one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 3. At any time after adoption of this 
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 14) establishing the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2025 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2026 
through 2034. The first reading of the concur-
rent resolution shall be dispensed with. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
concurrent resolution are waived. General 
debate shall not exceed three hours, with 
two hours of general debate confined to the 
congressional budget equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on the Budget or 
their respective designees and one hour of 
general debate on the subject of economic 
goals and policies equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Schweikert of Ari-
zona and Representative Beyer of Virginia or 
their respective designees. The amendment 
printed in the report of the Committee on 
Rules accompanying this resolution shall be 
considered as adopted in the House and in 
the Committee of the Whole. The concurrent 
resolution, as amended, shall be considered 
as read. After general debate the Committee 
shall rise and report the concurrent resolu-
tion, as amended, to the House. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the concurrent resolution and amendments 
thereto to adoption without intervening mo-
tion except amendments offered by the chair 
of the Committee on the Budget pursuant to 
section 305(a)(5) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974 to achieve mathematical consist-
ency. The concurrent resolution shall not be 
subject to a demand for division of the ques-
tion of its adoption. 

b 1215 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tlewoman from Indiana is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

support of this rule and in support of 
the underlying legislation. 

Last night, the Rules Committee met 
and produced a rule, House Resolution 
161, providing for the House’s consider-
ation of several pieces of legislation, 
including a closed rule for H. Con. Res. 
14, the budget resolution. 

The rule provides for 2 hours of de-
bate for the Committee on the Budget 
or their respective designees to debate 
the congressional budget and an addi-
tional hour equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative SCHWEIKERT 
of Arizona and Representative BEYER 
of Virginia or their respective des-
ignees to debate economic goals and 
policies. 

The rule further permits the chair of 
the Committee on the Budget to offer 
amendments in the House to achieve 
mathematical consistency and provides 
that the concurrent resolution shall 
not be subject to a demand for division 
of the question at its adoption. 

Additionally, the rule provides for 
consideration of H.J. Res. 20, a CRA re-
lating to the DOE’s water heater rule, 
under a closed rule. The rule provides 
for 1 hour of debate equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking 
member of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce or their respective des-
ignees and provides for one motion to 
recommit. 

Finally, the rule provides for consid-
eration of H.J. Res. 35, a CRA relating 
to EPA’s methane tax, under a closed 
rule. The rule provides for 1 hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking member of the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
or their respective designees and pro-
vides for one motion to recommit. 

Mr. Speaker, notable among the bills 
this rule provides for is the House 
budget resolution, H. Con. Res. 14. This 
budget resolution marks the first step 
for House Republicans to advance 
President Trump’s America First agen-
da. 

We have heard plenty of fear- 
mongering and flatout dishonesty from 
Democrats and their liberal media al-
lies about what is included in this reso-
lution. To be clear, this resolution 
unlocks the path forward to deliver on 
our promises to the American people. 

Over the next hour, Members are 
going to hear all of the identity groups 
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