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1st Special Forces Command, Airborne.
Roy’s dedication and service to our
country continued after he left the
military. As a civilian he worked as an
operations manager.

Roy married Elaine McDonald in
1972, and together they built a life
filled with love and beautiful memo-
ries.

Our community lost Sergeant Neeley
on October 12, 2024, at the age of 76. His
memory lives on through his loving
wife, children, grandchildren, and our
Orange County community.

Sergeant Neeley, thank you for your
service to our country and dedication
to our community. We will miss you.

——————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF JOHN
REGINALD MURPHY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to mourn the loss of
John Reginald ‘“‘Reg’ Murphy, who un-
fortunately passed away last Novem-
ber.

Mr. Murphy was a true Renaissance
man who lived an extraordinary life
guided by curiosity, integrity, engage-
ment, and helping those in need.

Mr. Murphy was raised in Gainesville
and attended Mercer University, where
he ©began his journalism career.
Throughout his career, Mr. Murphy ex-
perienced success working in a variety
of esteemed publications, including
The Macon Telegraph and The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution. Shortly after, he
was chosen as a Nieman fellow at Har-
vard University in 1959.

Mr. Murphy went on to serve as the
editor and publisher of the San Fran-
cisco Examiner, and then he became
the publisher and CEO of The Balti-
more Sun.

Throughout his life and career, Mr.
Murphy stayed true to his morals and
strong ethical compass.

Mr. Murphy is survived by his wife,
Diana; daughters, Karen and Susan;
two grandsons; a sister; and three
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Murphy will always be remem-
bered as a humble, approachable,
gentle, and kind man.

RECOGNIZING MARLON LAWRENCE

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Marlon
Lawrence, a custodian at Mary Lee
Clark Elementary School in Camden
County for being named the South Re-
gion winner in the Georgia Leadership
Institute for School Improvement Hid-
den Heroes Campaign.

This recognition celebrates unsung
leaders in education whose dedication
makes a profound impact on their
schools and their communities.

Marlon’s hard work and commitment
to maintaining a clean, welcoming, and
inclusive environment have helped cre-
ate a space where students and staff
can thrive.

This achievement reflects the collec-
tive teamwork at Mary Lee Clark Ele-
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mentary where everyone works to-
gether to ensure student success.

Principal Rika Dow has praised
Marlon for his unwavering dedication
and innovative approach, making him
a model for others to follow.

On behalf of the community and as
his Congressman, I commend Marlon
Lawrence for his exceptional contribu-
tions, and I thank him for the example
he sets.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Marlon
on this well-deserved recognition.

HONORING THE LIFE OF MS. ELIZABETH PRYOR

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Ms.
Elizabeth XKatherine Pryor, a civil
rights activist, educator, and pillar in
the Savannah community, who passed
away last month.

Ms. Pryor was an activist, joining
the civil rights movement at a young
age where she proudly participated in
organized sit-ins, marches, and peace-
ful protests in the city of Savannah.

After graduating from Savannah
State College and Georgia Southern
University, Ms. Pryor served as an edu-
cator in the Savannah-Chatham Coun-
ty Public School District for more than
four decades.

As a lifelong member of the NAACP,
Ms. Pryor also was a strong proponent
of voting rights. She was also among
the activists who were instrumental in
the renaming of West Broad Street to
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.

Ms. Pryor served on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil
Rights Museum and was the former
grand marshal for the annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day Parade.

Ms. Pryor is survived by her two
daughters and many other beloved rel-
atives and friends. Ms. Pryor will al-
ways be remembered for her dedication
to advocating for justice, change, and
equality.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSEPH RYLON WILLS,

JR.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Mr.
Joseph Rylon Wills, Jr., a man of faith,
service, and dedication.

Born in 1957 in Plant City, Florida,
Joe was raised by his loving parents,
Rylon and Gail. He was active in
church and sports, demonstrating a
commitment to faith and teamwork
from a young age.

In 1982, he married Stacy, his lifelong
partner, and together they built a
beautiful life, raising three wonderful
sons, Patrick, Timothy, and David.

Joe earned a business degree from
Augusta University and had a distin-
guished career in hospitality and real
estate. He worked at Augusta National
Golf Club, Sea Island Company, and
Brunswick Country Club. Joe later be-
came a top producing realtor, special-
izing in luxury properties.

A devoted church leader, Joe served
as an elder and deacon, supporting or-
ganizations like Manna House of
Brunswick and contributing to commu-
nity events. He was known for his gen-
erosity, Kindness, and willingness to
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help others, always offering a listening
ear and thoughtful advice.

Joe found joy in family, good friends,
music, cycling, and long walks on the
beach with his dogs. His legacy of serv-
ice, faith, and love for his community
will continue to inspire all those who
knew him.

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT
INEFFICIENCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the White
House’s pet project, the department of
government inefficiency, otherwise
known as DOGI.

For the past month, our Federal
workers and agencies have been as-
saulted by a dilettante billionaire em-
powered by President Trump to muck
about in Americans’ lives and Federal
agencies.

Americans are justifiably concerned
that these unelected intruders are act-
ing as judge and jury on people’s lives
and livelihoods as they gleefully and il-
legally feed tens of thousands of jobs
and vital programs into a woodchipper.

This billionaire and his tech bros
claim to have found billions in fraud,
waste, and inefficiency, but their meth-
ods and results are shrouded in secrecy.
When they hype their claim on Twitter
or the White House press room, inde-
pendent review has shown that their
claims are false or riddled with errors.

Buying condoms for Gaza?

It didn’t happen.

Social Security payments to people
who are 150 years old?

Nope.

Mr. Speaker, $800 billion in savings
on one contract?

Oops. Maybe $800 million, they are
not really sure.

Absolutely nothing adds up.

These DOGI efforts have introduced
fraud, waste, and inefficiency into
every agency they have touched with
their invasions, freezes, and suspen-
sions.

Federal workers have been fired then
rehired as their functions were quickly
proven to be indispensable rather than
nonessential. Employees have been
bombarded with weird emails that
threaten them with termination if they
don’t accept a sketchy buyout or
snitch on their colleagues and with de-
mands that they interrupt their real
work to do make-work for review by
people who have no understanding or
interest in public service or govern-
ment functions.

Elon Musk’s DOGI efforts are dis-
rupting critical medical research and
treatments, foreign aid, veterans’ care,
criminal investigations, and health,
housing and human services across the
Nation and beyond.

It takes a remarkable combination of
arrogance and stupidity to think that
this is the best use of time for our in-
telligence officers, VA workers, air
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traffic controllers, FBI agents, and ev-
eryone else upon whom our Nation de-
pends to do their jobs well.

If this is what bringing business acu-
men to government function 1looks
like, then it is pretty clear we need to
prevent our government from becoming
a dumpster fire like X or one of
Trump’s corrupt corporations.

We can’t afford it, and the American
people can’t afford it.

Mr. Speaker, it is well past time that
Congress removed Mr. Musk and his
DOGI minions from our government
and get down to doing the peoples’
business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT
EFFICIENCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, once in
a while we could cooperate with the
President and those who are trying to
do things to make our government run
better ultimately for the benefit of the
citizens of this country, the taxpayers.

So what we see with DOGE is that $65
billion of savings have been found and
many, many contracts that are illegit-
imate or unnecessary to the operations
of the government or what people ex-
pect are being turned over and are
being rescinded.

This includes the scandal that has
been USAID. What started out as a
good thing many years ago has been
turned into something that is almost
completely corrupt.

So let’s take a look at some of the
other items that DOGE has found: 104
DEI contracts eliminating $1 billion in
spending. I could go down a whole long
list: $168,000 for a Dr. Fauci exhibit and
a $45 million DEI scholarship in
Burma.

What are we doing here when we have
really difficult issues in our home dis-
tricts and across the country as well as
a $2 trillion deficit?

So this isn’t going to solve every-
thing overnight, but it sure is a right
step.

So why don’t we have cooperation by
Federal agencies that work for us but
ultimately for the American people?

Here is the food chain: The people are
on top. In a republic these are the vot-
ers who vote us in to carry out what
they tell us they want done. Then we
employ people at the different levels of
different agencies to get that work
done for us, which is ultimately the
American people.

Why is that not being recognized
here, that yes, we are supposed to hold
them accountable, and yes, we are sup-
posed to have oversight?

Ultimately, the oversight hearings
don’t work around here because it is 2
hours of running the clock out by the
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bureaucracy. Now we have an adminis-
tration that has the executive author-
ity to do that oversight.

That is an important thing that
keeps getting lost here. The adminis-
tration has the executive authority to
appoint people. That is what the entire
administration is: people appointed by
the executive branch, by the President.
At the State level it is by a Governor.
In a city it is by a mayor. It is not a
foreign concept.

Certainly, it is something that the
Democrats when they are in charge
take advantage of. They appoint people
to do things.

I didn’t vote for Fauci, did I?

A whole lot of other people are won-
dering that too.

That is what gets done by the execu-
tive branch.

0 1030

Whether we are talking about Elon
Musk, or whether we are talking about
anybody in the President’s Cabinet and
the people that they appoint, yes, they
are appointed positions. It is our job to
rein them in and hold them in line to
whatever their mission statement was,
if they remember their mission state-
ment, and to follow that.

The work that DOGE is doing is pret-
ty darn good. Yes, there are some fits
and starts here and there and some
things that we need to modify and
smooth out a little bit on some of the
employment out there, but at least the
people’s tax dollars are finally being
respected.

We want to keep going with this and
work that out, but we would like to be
able to work with the agencies and say:
Where are the areas that we could do
better in, and what personnel are extra
to the process?

Certainly, when the government was
shut down due to COVID and we saw
which people are essential and which
people are nonessential, that should
have been pretty revealing right there.
That is tough if you are on the non-
essential list, but we have to remember
that we hire people in government and
we create the agencies to serve a task
and a purpose for the people of the
country. It is not a government jobs
program. It is a get-a-job-done-for-the-
people program.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA’S HIGH-SPEED RAIL
PROJECT

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, one
thing I point out here that came up
last week in my home State of Cali-
fornia as part of a considerable amount
of savings we could do federally is to
quit funding that high-speed rail
project. It has been a boondoggle from
day one.

Right at the end of the Biden admin-
istration, they put up nearly $4 billion
more at the end, so let’s quickly review
that. The original high-speed rail pro-
gram was going to be $33 billion to
build the rail from San Francisco to
L.A., and that has ballooned in the fol-
lowing years to $130 billion.

It was supposed to be completed by
2020. All they have is about an 1,800-
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foot-long bridge near Fresno done right
now. They haven’t laid any track. They
have seized a lot of land. They have
devastated a lot of agricultural land,
parts of cities, important installations,
et cetera, but they haven’t laid any
rail yet.

They are trying to first do the easy
part between Merced, California, and
an orchard somewhere outside of Ba-
kersfield. They actually said at the
time it is because they will have less
resistance to building that portion.
That is not going to help anybody in
San Francisco or Los Angeles, where
the population base is.

Basically, if it is timed versus Am-
trak, I think you get from Merced to
Bakersfield about 20 minutes faster, if
they actually had a high-speed rail
that ran all the way through on just
this chunk of track. They don’t, and
they won’t by at least 2033, 2035. To
build out the whole thing will be a lot
longer.

We had a conference meeting in Los
Angeles at Union Station last week,
and I was very pleased. This was called
by our Secretary of Transportation,
Sean Duffy, at the behest of the Trump
administration. We had this oppor-
tunity to talk to the press, the people
of California, and anybody who would
listen about what such a boondoggle
this high-speed rail project is. It de-
mands $4 billion of new money that we
need to claw back and put toward
something useful, such as fixing our
highways, water infrastructure, or any-
thing besides this boondoggle.

————

DEFENSE OF DEDICATED
FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVANTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HARRIS of North Carolina). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from New
York (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in defense of our
dedicated Federal public servants in
the face of the relentless attacks from
President Trump and Elon Musk.

Hardworking families in my district
and people across the country are be-
ginning to see this initiative for what
it really is: a sham perpetrated by
President Trump and run by an
unelected billionaire, the richest per-
son in the world, who has no idea how
our government operates or what our
public servants do for our commu-
nities.

Trump and Musk’s goal is to under-
mine people’s faith in public services,
gain access to sensitive government
data, and ultimately give away tril-
lions of dollars in tax cuts for the rich.
We know their game, and we are not
playing it.

Last week, I met with union leaders
who are representing our Federal work-
force, including the American Federa-
tion of Government Employees, Na-
tional Nurses United, the National As-
sociation of Letter Carriers, the Amer-
ican Postal Workers Union, and the
Western New York Area Labor Federa-
tion.
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