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their satellite this year, a testament to
the power of American ingenuity.

These public-private partnerships are
key. It is not just a government pro-
gram. Companies like SpaceX, Rocket
Lab, and Blue Origin have dramatically
reduced launch costs and are saving
taxpayers billions. These firms work
alongside NASA and the Department of
Defense, proving that the private in-
dustry of America can be a powerful
force in advancing the United States’
space leadership. Their success creates
jobs, strengthens our national security,
and keeps America at the forefront of
the global space race.

Commercial space is the free market
revolution. If you haven’t already done
so, read the recent book by Isaacson
about Elon Musk. He basically looked
at NASA, saw some of the challenges
they faced after the Apollo program,
the cancellation of our shuttle pro-
gram, and even the challenges we face
in the ARIES program, which was can-
celed, the Constellation program,
which was canceled, and the X-33 pro-
gram, and he said we can do it better
at a better cost and win the space race.
Commercial space is the future as they
work in partnership with NASA.

O 2100

Before SpaceX, launch costs were
prohibitively high with a single mis-
sion costing hundreds of millions of
dollars.

The Falcon 9 rocket, with its reus-
able booster system, has slashed costs
by a factor of 10. This cost reduction
has made space more accessible, spur-
ring new industries, as I mentioned be-
fore, like satellite internet, space-
based manufacturing, and even orbital
tourism.

There are more players and more in-
novation. The Blue Origin New Glenn
rocket launched recently; Rocket Lab’s
Electron rocket, future markets—space
manufacturing, asteroid mining, and
orbital energy production are all
emerging technologies.

When these companies compete and
innovate, they drive down costs for ev-
eryone and, more importantly, will
have on-Earth benefits.

One of the issues that people have
asked me about is this issue of rural
broadband. For those who don’t know,
this is a program that has been allo-
cated over $40 billion so that everyone,
not just a select few in higher urban
areas, can enjoy high-speed internet
access. This program, which is allo-
cated over $40 billion, is one which
takes time, because as everyone knows
who is in business, you need to get the
permits. It takes a while to get the
rights-of-way purchased, and it takes a
while to lay that cable for high-speed
internet access.

With the new Starlink system which
SpaceX is launching up now, this can
be not only at lower cost but, more im-
portantly, can get to market faster so
that every American can enjoy the ac-
cess to high-speed internet. It will save
us billions so that we can not only pay
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down the debt but also afford the tax
cuts which Americans deserve.

In conclusion, we are in the golden
age of American spaceflight. We are
witnessing a true renaissance of space
exploration where the future is lit-
erally being built today.

I don’t know what is next. There are
stories about mining asteroids for rare-
earth metals to support global indus-
tries; large commercial space stations
that can replace the ISS and host re-
search; permanent human habitation
on the Moon laying the foundation for
deeper space travel; and the human ex-
ploration and the settlement of Mars,
an achievement that will truly define
this century.

These are not science fiction novels.
These are active projects by American
companies, American scientists, and
American engineers bringing in the
golden age of American spaceflight.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, the ur-
gency of action is now. America’s lead-
ership in space is hard-earned, but it is
not guaranteed. Our economy, our
technological future, and our national
security all depend on continued space
investment.

Congress must act to ensure that the
United States remains the leader in the
final frontier. This is our moment. If
we invest in space today, then we will
be stronger, safer, and more prosperous
for generations to come.

As I conclude, as the President said
well: You can’t be number one on
Earth if you are not number one in
space.

Mr. Speaker, I especially thank Con-
gressman FONG, Congressman BEGICH,
and Congressman KENNEDY for joining
me tonight.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
FOR THE 119TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, February 24, 2025.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause
2(a)(2) of House rule XI, the Committee on
Ways and Means adopted its rules for the
119th Congress on January 14, 2025, and I sub-
mit them now for publication in the Congres-
sional Record.

Sincerely,
JASON SMITH,
Chairman.

A. GENERAL
RULE 1. APPLICATION OF HOUSE RULES

The rules of the House are the rules of the
Committee on Ways and Means and its sub-
committees so far as applicable, except that
a motion to recess from day to day, and a
motion to dispense with the first reading (in
full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies
are available, is a non-debatable motion of
high privilege in the Committee.

Each subcommittee of the Committee is
part of the Committee and is subject to the
authority and direction of the Committee
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and to its rules so far as applicable. Written
rules adopted by the Committee, not incon-
sistent with the Rules of the House, shall be
binding on each subcommittee of the Com-
mittee.

The provisions of rule XI of the Rules of
the House are incorporated by reference as
the rules of the Committee to the extent ap-
plicable.

RULE 2. MEETING DATE AND QUORUMS

The regular meeting day of the Committee
on Ways and Means shall be each Wednesday
while the House is in session. However, the
Committee shall not meet on the regularly
scheduled meeting day if there is no business
to be considered.

A majority of the Committee constitutes a
quorum for business; provided however, that
two Members shall constitute a quorum at
any regularly scheduled hearing called for
the purpose of taking testimony and receiv-
ing evidence. In establishing a quorum for
purposes of a public hearing, every effort
shall be made to secure the presence of at
least one Member each from the majority
and the minority.

The Chair of the Committee may call and
convene, as he or she considers necessary,
additional meetings of the Committee for
the consideration of any bill or resolution
pending before the Committee or for the con-
duct of other Committee business. The Com-
mittee shall meet pursuant to the call of the
Chair.

RULE 3. COMMITTEE BUDGET

For each Congress, the Chair, in consulta-
tion with the Majority Members of the Com-
mittee, shall prepare a preliminary budget.
Such budget shall include necessary amounts
for staff personnel, travel, investigation, and
other expenses of the Committee. After con-
sultation with the Minority Members, the
Chair shall include an amount budgeted by
Minority Members for staff under their di-
rection and supervision.

RULE 4. PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
DOCUMENTS

Any Committee or Subcommittee print,
document, or similar material prepared for
public distribution shall either be approved
by the Committee or Subcommittee prior to
distribution and opportunity afforded for the
inclusion of supplemental, minority or addi-
tional views, or such document shall promi-
nently display near the top of its cover the
following: ‘“Majority [or Minority] Staff Re-
port,”” as appropriate.

The requirements of this rule shall apply
only to the publication of policy-oriented,
analytical documents, and not to the publi-
cation of public hearings, legislative docu-
ments, documents which are administrative
in nature or reports which are required to be
submitted to the Committee under public
law. The appropriate characterization of a
document subject to this rule shall be deter-
mined after consultation with the Minority.

RULE 5. OFFICIAL TRAVEL

Consistent with the primary expense reso-
lution and such additional expense resolu-
tion as may have been approved, the provi-
sions of this rule shall govern official travel
of Committee Members and Committee staff.
Official travel to be reimbursed from funds
set aside for the full Committee for any
Member or any Committee staff member
shall be paid only upon the prior authoriza-
tion of the Chair. Official travel may be au-
thorized by the Chair for any Member and
any Committee staff member in connection
with the attendance at hearings conducted
by the Committee, its Subcommittees, or
any other Committee or Subcommittee of
the Congress on matters relevant to the gen-
eral jurisdiction of the Committee, and
meetings, conferences, facility inspections,
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and investigations which involve activities
or subject matter relevant to the general ju-
risdiction of the Committee. Before such au-
thorization is given, there shall be submitted
to the Chair in writing the following:

(1) The purpose of the official travel;

(2) The dates during which the official
travel is to be made and the date or dates of
the event for which the official travel is
being made;

(3) The location of the event for which the
official travel is to be made; and

(4) The names of the Members and Com-
mittee staff seeking authorization.

In the case of official travel of Members
and staff of a Subcommittee to hearings,
meetings, conferences, facility inspections
and investigations involving activities or
subject matter under the jurisdiction of such
Subcommittee, prior authorization must be
obtained from the Subcommittee Chair and
the full Committee Chair. Such prior author-
ization shall be given by the full Committee
Chair only upon the representation by the
applicable Subcommittee Chair in writing
setting forth those items enumerated above.

Within 60 days of the conclusion of any of-
ficial travel authorized under this rule, there
shall be submitted to the full Committee
Chair a written report covering the informa-
tion gained as a result of the hearing, meet-
ing, conference, facility inspection or inves-
tigation attended pursuant to such official
travel.

RULE 6. AVAILABILITY OF COMMITTEE RECORDS
AND PUBLICATIONS

The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives. The Chair shall
notify the Ranking Minority Member of any
decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause
4(b) of Rule VII, to withhold a record other-
wise available, and the matter shall be pre-
sented to the Committee for a determination
on the written request of any Member of the
Committee. The Committee shall, to the
maximum extent feasible, make its publica-
tions available in electronic form.

RULE 7. COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Chair shall maintain an official Com-
mittee website for the purpose of furthering
the Committee’s legislative and oversight re-
sponsibilities, including communicating in-
formation about the Committee’s activities
to Committee members, other members of
the House and the public. The ranking mi-
nority member may maintain a similar
website for the same purpose, including com-
municating information about the activities
of the minority to Committee members,
other members of the House, and the public.

B. SUBCOMMITTEES
RULE 8. SUBCOMMITTEE RATIOS AND
JURISDICTION

All matters referred to the Committee on
Ways and Means involving revenue meas-
ures, except those revenue measures referred
to Subcommittees under paragraphs a, b, c,
d, e or f shall be considered by the full Com-
mittee and not in Subcommittee. There shall
be six standing Subcommittees as follows: a
Subcommittee on Trade; a Subcommittee on
Oversight; a Subcommittee on Health; a Sub-
committee on Social Security; a Sub-
committee on Work and Welfare; and a Sub-
committee on Tax. The ratio of Republicans
to Democrats on any Subcommittee of the
Committee shall be consistent with the ratio
of Republicans to Democrats on the full
Committee.

(a) The Subcommittee on Trade shall con-
sist of 21 Members, 12 of whom shall be Re-
publicans and 9 of whom shall be Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Trade shall include bills and matters re-
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ferred to the Committee on Ways and Means
that relate to customs and customs adminis-
tration including tariff and import fee struc-
ture, classification, valuation of and special
rules applying to imports, and special tariff
provisions and procedures which relate to
customs operation affecting exports and im-
ports; import trade matters, including im-
port impact, industry relief from injurious
imports, adjustment assistance and pro-
grams to encourage competitive responses to
imports, unfair import practices including
antidumping and countervailing duty provi-
sions, and import policy which relates to de-
pendence on foreign sources of supply; com-
modity agreements and reciprocal trade
agreements involving multilateral and bilat-
eral trade negotiations and implementation
of agreements involving tariff and non-tariff
trade barriers to and distortions of inter-
national trade; international rules, organiza-
tions and institutional aspects of inter-
national trade agreements; budget author-
izations for the customs revenue functions of
the Department of Homeland Security, the
U.S. International Trade Commission, and
the U.S. Trade Representative; and special
trade-related problems involving market ac-
cess, competitive conditions of specific in-
dustries, export policy and promotion, access
to materials in short supply, bilateral trade
relations including trade with developing
countries, operations of multinational cor-
porations, and trade with non-market econo-
mies.

(b) The Subcommittee on Oversight shall
consist of 13 Members, 8 of whom shall be Re-
publicans and 5 of whom shall be Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Oversight shall include all matters within
the scope of the full Committee’s jurisdic-
tion. Said oversight jurisdiction shall not be
exclusive but shall be concurrent with that
of the other Subcommittees. With respect to
matters involving the Internal Revenue Code
and other revenue issues, said concurrent ju-
risdiction shall be shared with the full Com-
mittee. Before undertaking any investiga-
tion or hearing, the Chair of the Sub-
committee on Oversight shall confer with
the Chair of the full Committee and the
Chair of any other Subcommittee having ju-
risdiction.

(c) The Subcommittee on Health shall con-
sist of 19 Members, 11 of whom shall be Re-
publicans and 8 of whom shall be Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Health shall include bills and matters re-
ferred to the Committee on Ways and Means
that relate to programs providing payments
(from any source) for health care, health de-
livery systems, or health research. More spe-
cifically, the jurisdiction of the Sub-
committee on Health shall include bills and
matters that relate to the health care pro-
grams of the Social Security Act (including
titles V, XI (Part B), XVIII, and XIX thereof)
and, concurrent with the full Committee, tax
credit and deduction provisions of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code dealing with health insur-
ance premiums and health care costs.

(d) The Subcommittee on Social Security
shall consist of 13 Members, 8 of whom shall
be Republicans and 5 of whom shall be Demo-
crats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Social Security shall include bills and mat-
ters referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means that relate to the Federal Old Age,
Survivors and Disability Insurance System,
the Railroad Retirement System, and em-
ployment taxes and trust fund operations re-
lating to those systems. More specifically,
the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on So-
cial Security shall include bills and matters
involving title II of the Social Security Act
and Chapter 22 of the Internal Revenue Code
(the Railroad Retirement Tax Act), as well
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as provisions in title VII and title XI of the
Act relating to procedure and administration
involving the Old Age, Survivors’ and Dis-
ability Insurance System.

(e) The Subcommittee on Work and Wel-
fare shall consist of 13 Members, 8 of whom
shall be Republicans and 5 of whom shall be
Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Work and Welfare shall include bills and
matters referred to the Committee on Ways
and Means that relate to the public assist-
ance provisions of the Social Security Act,
including temporary assistance for needy
families, child care, child and family serv-
ices, child support, foster care, adoption,
supplemental security income, social serv-
ices, home visiting, and eligibility of welfare
recipients for food stamps. More specifically,
the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Work and Welfare shall include bills and
matters relating to titles I, IV, VI, X, XIV,
XVI, XVII, XX and related provisions of ti-
tles V, VII and XI of the Social Security Act.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Work and Welfare shall also include bills and
matters referred to the Committee on Ways
and Means that relate to the Federal-State
system of unemployment compensation, and
the financing thereof, including the pro-
grams for extended and emergency benefits.
More specifically, the jurisdiction of the
Subcommittee on Work and Welfare shall
also include all bills and matters pertaining
to the programs of unemployment compensa-
tion under titles III, IX and XII of the Social
Security Act, Chapters 23 and 23A of the In-
ternal Revenue Code, and the Federal-State
Extended Unemployment Compensation Act
of 1970, and provisions relating thereto.

(f). The Subcommittee on Tax shall consist
of 19 Members, 11 of whom shall be Repub-
licans and 8 of whom shall be Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Tax shall consist of those revenue measures
that, from time to time, shall be referred to
it specifically by the Chair of the full Com-
mittee.

RULE 9. COMMITTEE PANELS

Subject to clause 5(b)(2)(C) of Rule X of the
Rules of the House, the Chair may designate
a select panel of the Committee to inquire
into and take testimony on matters of spe-
cial national interest. Any such panel shall
be subject to all Committee rules herein and
shall not have legislative jurisdiction.

Any select panel designated under this rule
shall continue in existence for six months
after the date of the designation and may be
reauthorized in the discretion of the Chair
for subsequent six month terms.

RULE 10. EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS OF
SUBCOMMITTEES

The Chair of the full Committee and the
Ranking Minority Member may sit as ex-
officio Members of all Subcommittees. They
may be counted for purposes of assisting in
the establishment of a quorum for a Sub-
committee. However, their absence shall not
count against the establishment of a quorum
by the regular Members of the Sub-
committee. Ex-officio Members shall neither
vote in the Subcommittee nor be taken into
consideration for the purposes of deter-
mining the ratio of the Subcommittee.

RULE 11. SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS

Insofar as practicable, meetings of the full
Committee and its Subcommittees shall not
conflict. Subcommittee Chairmen shall set
meeting dates after consultation with the
Chair of the full Committee and other Sub-
committee Chairmen with a view towards
avoiding, wherever possible, simultaneous
scheduling of full Committee and Sub-
committee meetings or hearings.
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RULE 12. REFERENCE OF LEGISLATION AND
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Except for bills or measures retained by
the Chair of the full Committee for full Com-
mittee consideration, every bill or other
measure referred to the Committee shall be
referred by the Chair of the full Committee
to the appropriate Subcommittee in a timely
manner.

No measure reported by a Subcommittee
shall be considered by the full Committee
unless it has been presented to all Members
of the full Committee at least two legislative
days prior to the full Committee’s meeting,
together with a comparison with present
law, a section-by-section analysis of the pro-
posed change, a section-by-section justifica-
tion, and a draft statement of the budget ef-
fects of the measure that is consistent with
the requirements for reported measures
under clause 3(d)(1) of Rule XIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives.

RULE 13. RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENT
OF CONFEREES

Whenever in the legislative process it be-
comes necessary to appoint conferees, the
Chair of the full Committee shall rec-
ommend to the Speaker as conferees the
names of those Committee Members as the
Chair may designate. In making rec-
ommendations of Minority Members as con-
ferees, the Chair shall consult with the
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee.

C. HEARINGS
RULE 14. WITNESSES

In order to assure the most productive use
of the limited time available to question
hearing witnesses, a witness who is sched-
uled to appear before the full Committee or
a Subcommittee shall file with the Clerk of
the Committee at least 48 hours in advance
of his or her appearance a written statement
of their proposed testimony. In addition, all
witnesses shall comply with formatting re-
quirements as specified by the Committee
and the Rules of the House. Failure to com-
ply with the 48-hour rule may result in a wit-
ness being denied the opportunity to testify
in person. Failure to comply with the for-
matting requirements may result in a wit-
ness’ statement being rejected for inclusion
in the published hearing record. In addition
to the requirements of clause 2(g)(5) of Rule
XI of the Rules of the House regarding infor-
mation required of public witnesses, a wit-
ness shall limit his or her oral presentation
to a summary of their position and shall pro-
vide sufficient copies of their written state-
ment to the Clerk for distribution to Mem-
bers, staff and news media.

A witness appearing at a public hearing, or
submitting a statement for the record of a
public hearing, or submitting written com-
ments in response to a published request for
comments by the Committee must include in
their statement or submission, a list of all
clients, persons or organizations on whose
behalf the witness appears.

RULE 15. QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES

Committee Members may question wit-
nesses only when recognized by the Chair for
that purpose. All Members shall be limited
to five minutes on the initial round of ques-
tioning. In questioning witnesses under the
five minute rule, the Chair and the Ranking
Minority Member shall be recognized first.
In recognizing Members to question wit-
nesses, the Chair may take into consider-
ation Member attendance at the start of a
hearing, and give priority to those in attend-
ance at the start of a hearing. The Chair
may take into consideration the ratio of Ma-
jority Members to Minority Members and
the number of Majority and Minority Mem-
bers present and shall apportion the recogni-
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tion for questioning in such a manner as not
to disadvantage Members of the Majority.

RULE 16. SUBPOENA POWER

The power to authorize and issue sub-
poenas is delegated to the Chair of the full
Committee, as provided for under clause
2(m)(3)(A)(1) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

RULE 17. DEPOSITION AUTHORITY

The Regulations for the Use of Deposition
Authority as issued by the Committee on
Rules pursuant to H. Res. 5 titled—Adopting
the Rules of the House of Representatives for
the One Hundred Eighteenth Congress, and
for other purposes—are incorporated by ref-
erence and shall be considered the rules of
the Committee.

RULE 18. RECORDS OF HEARINGS

An accurate stenographic record shall be
kept of all testimony taken at a public hear-
ing.

The staff shall transmit to a witness the
transcript of his or her testimony for correc-
tion and immediate return to the Committee
offices. Only changes in the interest of clar-
ity, accuracy and corrections in transcribing
errors will be permitted. Changes that sub-
stantially alter the actual testimony will
not be permitted. Members shall have the op-
portunity to correct their own remarks be-
fore publication. The Chair of the full Com-
mittee may order the printing of a hearing
without the corrections of a witness or Mem-
ber if he or she determines that a reasonable
time has been afforded to make corrections
and that further delay would impede the con-
sideration of the legislation or other meas-
ure that is the subject of the hearing.

RULE 19. BROADCASTING OF HEARINGS

The provisions of clause 4(f) of rule XI of
the Rules of the House of Representatives
are specifically made a part of these rules by
reference. In addition, the following policy
shall apply to media coverage of any meet-
ing of the full Committee or a Sub-
committee:

(1) An appropriate area of the Committee’s
hearing room will be designated for members
of the media and their equipment.

(2) No interviews will be allowed in the
Committee room while the Committee is in
session. Individual interviews must take
place before the gavel falls for the convening
of a meeting or after the gavel falls for ad-
journment.

(3) Day-to-day notification of the next
day’s electronic coverage shall be provided
by the media to the Chair of the full Com-
mittee through an appropriate designee.

(4) Still photography during a Committee
meeting will not be permitted to disrupt the
proceedings or block the vision of Com-
mittee Members or witnesses.

(5) Further conditions may be specified by
the Chair.

D. MARKUPS
RULE 20. PREVIOUS QUESTION

The Chair shall not recognize a Member for
the purpose of moving the previous question
unless the Member has first advised the
Chair and the Committee that this is the
purpose for which recognition is being
sought.

RULE 21. POSTPONEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

The Chair may postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving any measure or matter
or adopting an amendment.

The Chair may resume proceedings on a
postponed request at any time. In exercising
postponement authority the Chair shall take
reasonable steps to notify Members on the
resumption of proceedings on any postponed
record vote.
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When proceedings resume on a postponed
question, notwithstanding any intervening
order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to fur-
ther debate or amendment to the same ex-
tent as when the question was postponed.

RULE 22. MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE

The Chair is authorized to offer a motion
under clause 1 of rule XXII of the Rules of
the House of Representatives whenever the
Chair considers it appropriate.

RULE 23. OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS OF MARKUPS
AND OTHER COMMITTEE MEETINGS

An official stenographic transcript shall be
kept accurately reflecting all markups and
other official meetings of the full Committee
and the Subcommittees, whether they be
open or closed to the public. This official
transcript, marked as ‘‘uncorrected,” shall
be available for inspection by the public (ex-
cept for meetings closed pursuant to clause
2(g)(1) of rule XI of the Rules of the House),
by Members of the House, or by Members of
the Committee together with their staffs,
during normal business hours in the full
Committee or Subcommittee office under
such controls as the Chair of the full Com-
mittee deems necessary.

The Chair may provide a Member of the
Committee with electronic access to an un-
official transcript of an open markup or
other open official meeting of the full Com-
mittee or a Subcommittee upon written re-
quest by the Member to the Chair, but the
Member shall not cause such electronic unof-
ficial transcript to be published or otherwise
made publicly available.

If (1) in executing technical and con-
forming changes, the Office of the House
Legislative Counsel or (2) in the preparation
of a Committee report, the Chief of Staff of
the Joint Committee on Taxation deter-
mines (in consultation with appropriate ma-
jority and minority committee staff) that it
is necessary to review the official transcript
of a markup, such transcript may be released
upon the signature and to the custody of an
appropriate committee staff person. Such
transcript shall be returned immediately
after its review in the drafting session.

The official transcript of a markup or
Committee meeting other than a public
hearing shall not be published or distributed
to the public in any way except by a major-
ity vote of the Committee. Before any public
release of the uncorrected transcript, Mem-
bers must be given a reasonable opportunity
to correct their remarks. In instances in
which a stenographic transcript is kept of a
conference committee proceeding, all of the
requirements of this rule shall likewise be
observed.

E. STAFF
RULE 24. SUPERVISION OF COMMITTEE STAFF

The staff of the Committee shall be under
the general supervision and direction of the
Chair of the full Committee except as pro-
vided in clause 9 of rule X of the Rules of the
House of Representatives concerning Com-
mittee expenses and staff.

Pursuant to clause 6(d) of rule X of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
Chair of the full Committee, from the funds
made available for the appointment of Com-
mittee staff pursuant to primary and addi-
tional expense resolutions, shall ensure that
each Subcommittee receives sufficient staff
to carry out its responsibilities under the
rules of the Committee, and that the minor-
ity party is fairly treated in the appoint-
ment of such staff.
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PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE,
AND TECHNOLOGY FOR THE 119TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY,
Washington, DC, February 24, 2025.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Rule XI,
clause 2(a)(2) of the Rules of the United
States House of Representatives, I submit
the rules of the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology for the 119th Con-
gress for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. The rules were adopted by the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology by
voice vote with a quorum present on Feb-
ruary 5, 2025.

Sincerely,
BRIAN BABIN, D.D.S.,
Chairman.
RULE I. GENERAL

(a) Application of Rules.

(1) The Rules of the House of Representa-
tives (‘‘House Rules’) are the rules of the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology and its Subcommittees with the spe-
cific additions thereto contained in these
rules.

(2) Except where the term ‘‘Sub-
committee’” is specifically referred to, the
following rules shall apply to the Committee
and its Subcommittees as well as to the re-
spective Chairs and Ranking Minority Mem-
bers.

(b) Other Procedures. The Chair of the
Committee, after consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee, may establish such other procedures
and take such actions as may be necessary
to carry out these rules or to facilitate the
effective operation of the Committee.

(c) Use of Hearing Rooms. In consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member, the
Chair of the Committee shall establish
guidelines for the use of Committee hearing
rooms.

RULE II. REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL

MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meetings. The regular meeting
day of the Committee for the conduct of its
business shall be on the first Wednesday of
each month, if the House is in session. If the
House is not in session on that day, then the
Committee shall meet on the next Wednes-
day of such month on which the House is in
session, or at another practicable time as de-
termined by the Chair.

(1) A regular meeting of the Committee
may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of
the Chair, there is no need for the meeting.

(2) The Chair may call and convene, when
the Chair considers it necessary and in ac-
cordance with the notice requirements con-
tained in these rules, additional meetings of
the Committee for the consideration of any
bill or resolution pending before the Com-
mittee or for the conduct of other Com-
mittee business.

(b) Bills and Subjects to be Considered.

(1) The Chair shall announce the date,
place, and subject matter of any Committee
meeting, which may not commence earlier
than the third calendar day (excluding Sat-
urdays, Sundays, or legal holidays except
when the House is in session on such a day)
on which Members have notice thereof, un-
less the Chair, with the concurrence of the
Ranking Minority Member, or the Com-
mittee by majority vote with a quorum
present for the transaction of business, de-
termines there is good cause to begin the
meeting sooner, in which case the Chair
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shall make the announcement at the earliest
possible date.

(2) At least 48 hours prior to the com-
mencement of a meeting for the markup of
legislation (excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays except when the House is
in session on such a day), the Chair shall
cause the text of such legislation to be made
publicly available in electronic form.

(3) To the maximum extent practicable,
amendments to a measure or matter shall be
submitted in writing or electronically to the
designee of both the Chair and Ranking Mi-
nority Member at least 24 hours prior to the
consideration of the measure or matter, and
the Chair may oppose any amendment not so
submitted.

(c) Open Meetings.

Meetings for the transaction of business
and hearings of the Committee shall be open
to the public or closed in accordance with
the House Rules.

(d) Quorums.

(1) Majority Quorum. A majority of the
Members of the Committee or Subcommittee
shall constitute a quorum for:

(A). The reporting of a bill, resolution or
other measure (See clause 2(h)(1) of House
Rule XI);

(B). The closing of a meeting or hearing to
the public pursuant to clause 2(g), 2(k)(5),
and 2(k)(7) of House Rule XI; and

(C). As where required by a Rule of the
House.

(2) Quorum for Taking Testimony. Two Mem-
bers of the Committee or Subcommittee
shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of
taking testimony and receiving evidence.

(3) Working Quorum. One-third of the Mem-
bers of the Committee or Subcommittee
shall constitute a quorum for taking any ac-
tion, other than as noted in paragraphs (1)
and (2) of this subsection.

(e) Absence of the Chair. If the Chair is not
present at any meeting of the Committee or
Subcommittee, the Vice Chair on the Com-
mittee who is present shall preside at the
meeting, unless another Member of the Com-
mittee is designated by the Chair.

(f) Postponement of Proceedings.

(1) Pursuant to clause 2(h)(4) of House Rule
XI, the Chair may postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving a measure or matter
or on adopting an amendment. The Chair
may resume proceedings on a postponed vote
at any time after reasonable notice.

(2) When proceedings resume on a post-
poned question, notwithstanding any inter-
vening order for the previous question, an
underlying proposition shall remain subject
to further debate or amendment to the same
extent as when the question was postponed.

(g) Time for Statements and Debate.

(1) Insofar as is practicable, the Chair,
after consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, shall limit the total time of
opening statements by Members at a Com-
mittee meeting to no more than ten min-
utes, the time to be divided equally between
the Chair and Ranking Minority Member, ex-
cept in the case of joint Subcommittee hear-
ings, in which case the total time of opening
statements by Members at such joint hear-
ing shall be no more than twenty minutes,
the time to be divided equally between the
Chairs and Ranking Minority Members.
When requested, ex officio Members of any
Subcommittee shall also be recognized at a
Subcommittee hearing for five minutes each
to present an opening statement.

(2) The time any one Member may address
the Committee on any bill, amendment, mo-
tion, or other matter under consideration by
the Committee will be limited to five min-
utes, and then only when the Member has
been recognized by the Chair. This time
limit may be waived by the Chair pursuant
to unanimous consent.

February 24, 2025

(h) Requests for Recorded Vote. A record
vote of the Committee shall be provided on
any question before the Committee upon the
request of three or more Members or, in the
apparent absence of a quorum, by any one
Member.

(i) Electronic Voting. The chair may con-
duct any record vote by electronic device in
accordance with clause 2(n) of House Rule
XI.

(j) Transcripts. Transcripts of markups
shall be recorded and may be published in
the same manner as hearings before the
Committee and shall be included as part of
the legislative report, unless waived by the
Chair of the Committee.

(k) Motion to Go to Conference. Without
further action of the Committee, the Chair is
authorized to offer a motion under clause 1
of House Rule XXII whenever the Chair con-
siders it appropriate.

RULE III. HEARINGS

(a) Notice of Hearings.

(1) The Chair shall publicly announce the
date, place, and subject matter of any hear-
ing to be conducted by the Committee on
any measure or matter at least one week be-
fore the commencement of that hearing. If
the Chair, with the concurrence of the Rank-
ing Minority Member, determines there is
good cause to begin the hearing sooner, or if
the Committee so determines by majority
vote, a quorum being present for the trans-
action of business, the Chair shall make the
announcement at the earliest possible date.

(2) The Chair shall publicly announce a list
of witnesses to testify at a hearing as soon as
a complete list of witnesses, including those
to be called by the minority, is compiled.
When practicable, the Chair and the Ranking
Minority Member will seek to have a com-
plete list of witnesses compiled at or as soon
as practicable after the time that the hear-
ing is publicly announced.

(b) Witnesses.

(1) Insofar as is practicable, no later than
48 hours in advance of his or her appearance,
each witness who is to appear before the
Committee shall file, in printed copy and in
electronic form, a written statement of his
or her proposed testimony and a curriculum
vitae.

(2) Each witness shall limit his or her pres-
entation to a five minute summary, however
additional time may be granted by the Chair
when appropriate.

(3) The Chair, or any Member of the Com-
mittee designated by the Chair, may admin-
ister oaths to witnesses before the Com-
mittee.

(4) Whenever any hearing is conducted by
the Committee on any measure or matter,
the Minority Members of the Committee
shall be entitled, upon request to the Chair
by a majority of them and before the comple-
tion of the hearing, to call witnesses selected
by the Minority to testify with respect to
the measure or matter during at least one
day of hearing thereon.

(5) In the case of a witness appearing in a
nongovernmental capacity, a written state-
ment of proposed testimony shall include:

(A). A curriculum vitae;

(B). A disclosure of any Federal grants or
contracts, or contracts, grants, or payments
originating with a foreign government, re-
ceived during the past 36 months by the wit-
ness or by an entity represented by the wit-
ness and related to the subject matter of the
hearing; and

(C). A disclosure of whether the witness is
a fiduciary (including, but not limited to, a
director, officer, advisor, or resident agent)
of any organization or entity that has an in-
terest in the subject matter of the hearing.

Such statements, with appropriate
redactions to protect the privacy or security
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