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about what Mr. Musk and all of his al-
liances are doing across this country—
to benefit the Republic.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

————
GRID RELIABILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentlewoman from
North Dakota (Mrs. FEDORCHAK) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Dakota?

There was no objection.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I wanted to start this
speech with a real-time exercise. I
wanted to suddenly have all the lights
go out in here. Imagine what would
happen if we did that. It would be pitch
black in this room. Everything would
come to a halt. The microphones would
stop. We wouldn’t be able to see each
other. People watching online would
certainly be confused. We would all
wonder what was going on.
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Would we be able to see to walk
around, to get out? Would anyone
panic? Then, let’s imagine if the outage
wasn’t just in this room or this build-
ing, but all across Washington, D.C. At
first, there would be silence, but it
wouldn’t take long before confusion
and, perhaps, chaos ensued.

Now, let’s imagine this happening in
my State of North Dakota where just
this week, temperatures dropped to
minus 22 degrees for many days in a
row. In fact, this morning was the first
day it rose above zero.

What would that mean to lose power
when it is 22 below? People’s liveli-
hoods be at risk. Children couldn’t go
to school. Hospitals would be unable to
care for people. Businesses would come
to a standstill. Energy production
would halt. Livestock would be threat-
ened. Homes and properties would
freeze up.

It wouldn’t take very long in that
kind of weather for the economy of
North Dakota to grind to a halt and for
people to die if we had no power. This
isn’t some farfetched scenario. This is
a real threat in America today.

The North American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation warns that two-
thirds of the United States is at an ele-
vated risk of blackouts, of not having
enough reliable power to meet demand

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

when we need it the most. This map
clearly illustrates the problem.

Every area of America in red and yel-
low on this map has an elevated risk of
not having enough power to meet de-
mand; not tomorrow, not in 5 years or
10 years, today. This is the scenario
today in America.

That is why I am on the House floor
today to sound the alarm about our
grid reliability crisis and to highlight
five practical solutions to keep the
lights on. First, let’s talk about why
this happening. What is driving this
problem?

It really comes down to one thing:
We are retiring power plants faster
than we are replacing them. Seriously,
it is that simple. In States throughout
our Nation, power providers are shut-
ting down massive amounts of tradi-
tional power generation from power
plants that can be turned on, up or
down, as needed to follow demand.

They are retiring these generators
faster than they are able to bring on
new generators that can provide the
same kind of always-available power.
Grid operators measure this avail-
ability in terms of capacity, and there
are two kinds.

First, there is installed capacity.
That is the maximum amount of power
a generator can churn out in the best
conditions. For example, most wind
farms in North Dakota have a name-
plate capacity of 300 megawatts. Our
largest coal fire facility is 1,100
megawatts. Over on this chart, the
blue line on top represents nameplate
capacity.

The second capacity term, is called
accredited capacity. That is the
amount of power that can be counted
on, regardless of conditions. Grid oper-
ators determine the value of accredited
capacity. They look at performance of
a generator over time, how it works in
different conditions, and they deter-
mine how much of that power they can
rely on when they need it the most in
any weather condition.

That same wind farm would likely
have an accredited capacity that is 30
percent of its nameplate capacity or in
a 300-megawatt wind farm, a fraction of
that would be accredited capacity. The
coal facility probably comes in at
about 80 to 90 percent of nameplate ca-
pacity, so about 950 megawatts of ac-
credited capacity.

In the MISO market, this region here
in red, that serves 15 States. Roughly,
42 million Americans get their power in
the MISO region. The operators in that
region warn that the accredited capac-
ity, the line on the bottom here, the
red, is shrinking dramatically even
though we are spending a lot of money
installing more and more generation
on a nameplate capacity.

You can see this clearly in these two
lines. The top line, the blue, is name-
plate capacity. Americans are paying
for that to be installed. The red line
below is accredited capacity. Ameri-
cans are already paying for that, too.
The red line is what you can count on
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when times are tough, when it is 22
below. The blue line is questionable.
That is dependent on the weather.

If you ever wonder why your utility
prices are rising, but you face more
risk for blackouts or brownouts, this
gap is why. That is why NERC keeps
warning us with reports, forecasts, and
maps like this. MISO is in the red zone
on this map. All the yellow zones also
have elevated risk.

In a nation as blessed with natural
resources and brilliant people like the
United States, there is no reason to
ever run short of power. Our whole
country should be blue. We should
never run short of power ever.

We will have storms that knock the
power off for a time, but to not have
enough power to meet demand, that is
just bad planning and terrible leader-
ship. That is the bad news today. The
good news is this: We can fix this. We
have the resources. We have the tech-
nology, and now we just need to act.

Here are the five key steps—the five
solutions to this problem. First, we
need regulatory relief. Right now, Fed-
eral regulations are strangling our en-
ergy producers, making it nearly im-
possible for them to meet our power de-
mand. We must repeal the EPA’s green-
house gas rule. We must eliminate the
methane fee rule and roll back the
BLM resource management plan for
North Dakota and other States. We
must reform the new source perform-
ance standards that prevent power pro-
viders from making efficiency improve-
ments to their existing fleets, the ones
that are already connected to the grid,
to improve them, to help them produce
more power in a cleaner and more effi-
cient way.

That new source performance stand-
ard is just bad policy. It makes no
sense at all. These are just a few exam-
ples of Biden administration policies
that have imposed crushing costs and
regulatory burdens on the power sec-
tor. They are jeopardizing the stability
of our grid and the livelihoods of hard-
working Americans.

Second, we must reevaluate Federal
incentives for energy production. Our
government has distorted the energy
market with subsidies that favor cer-
tain resources while neglecting others.
This has resulted in a grid that is too
dependent on the weather. Think back
to the map from NERC, two-thirds of
the country at an elevated risk of not
having enough power to meet demand.

It is time to realign these incentives.
Today, our grid operators are calling
for more dispatchable generation, more
capacity. They want to fill that gap in
those two lines that I showed earlier.

Think of the MISO zone in red on my
first map. MISO is desperate for more
power resources that can be turned on
when needed, but here is the stack of
resources that are in line to connect
with the MISO grid. You see this over
time, it goes back to the year 2000, and
shows back then there was a decent
amount of gas—the blue lines are gas,
and then you start seeing wind coming
online.
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If you go all the way over to the far
side of this map, you see this stack of
resources currently in line in MISO, 171
gigawatts of resources, actually more
resources than the entire nameplate or
the entire peak demand in MISO is cur-
rently in line.

Today, in that column, you see it is
almost filled with solar and wind re-
sources. Fortunately, some battery
too, but those are not the dispatchable
resources MISO is calling for and clam-
oring for. Only a sliver of gas on the
bottom is in line to connect to MISO,
even though they are desperate for
more gas to help make it a more stable
grid.

We must ensure that our Federal pol-
icy doesn’t exacerbate this problem
and current vulnerabilities that have
been created by a flood of wind and
solar, which are weather-dependent
generation. Instead, we must support
fair markets that better encourage the
investments needed to meet growing
demand and long-term grid reliability
and stability.

Third, we need to speed up the per-
mitting process. Right now, it can take
years, sometimes decades, to get ap-
proval for new energy projects. This is
unacceptable, especially when we have
transformative technologies ready to
go, like small modular reactors. These
advanced nuclear systems are safe, re-
liable, clean, and capable of powering
entire communities.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues in the House and leaders,
like Energy Secretary Chris Wright, to
cut through the bureaucratic red tape
and accelerate deployment of these
new technologies.

Fourth, we must implement rules
that protect grid reliability. As I men-
tioned earlier, it was well below freez-
ing throughout North Dakota this
week. My State and region weathered
those temperatures largely because of
coal, natural gas, and nuclear power.

This chart here is straight from
MISO data. It illustrates the energy
that was used this week in the MISO
region to meet demand. As you can see,
fully 80 percent of those resources were
coal, natural gas, and nuclear. That is
what came online when the tempera-
tures were 22 below to keep the power
on for all the people living in those
cold areas.

Yet, despite this reality, States are
racing to shut down these reliable
baseload power generators that are re-
sponsible for powering our commu-
nities, replacing it with intermittent
resources—that huge stack that was in
the queue in the line in MISO, that
huge stake of wind and solar—the
intermittent resources that cannot re-
liably meet all the demands of our grid
or the people who depend on it.

I have nothing against wind and
solar. North Dakota has tons of wind
generation online, but it is simply not
capable today to meet the demands of
the grid. The people who are respon-
sible for making sure our grids are reli-
able are the ones saying that over and
over.
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This is reckless. We need Federal
safeguards to ensure before a power
plant is retired, there is a reliable re-
placement ready to go online. We can-
not afford to gamble with our Nation’s
energy security. Energy security is na-
tional security.

Finally, we need to better understand
the growing demands of the AI indus-
try. AI and other data-intensive tech-
nologies are driving massive increases
in energy consumption.

As Vice President VANCE acknowl-
edged in Paris this week, if we are to
remain competitive in the global econ-
omy, we need to remove the barriers to
development and unleash the full po-
tential of American energy resources.
This means embracing an all-of-the-
above strategy that includes battery
technology to back up renewables, but
also oil, gas, nuclear, and hydropower,
whatever it takes to power our future.

Mr. Speaker, grid reliability is not a
partisan issue. It is an American issue.
Our security, our economy, and our
way of life depend on it. We cannot be
a beacon for the world, or even safe in
our own homes, if we are sitting in the
dark without power. We have the re-
sources. We have the technology. Now,
we must act. America can and must re-
main the most powerful, prosperous,
and innovative Nation on Earth. I look
forward to working with my colleagues
to do just that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. KiMm).

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
Congresswoman FEDORCHAK for hosting
this Special Order to raise awareness of
the critical need the United States is
facing to become energy independent.

Protecting our environment is not
controversial. I represent a district in
southern California. TUnfortunately,
Californians know too well the con-
sequences of rushing to implement en-
ergy policies.
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Mr. Speaker, as Governor Newsom
pushed to ban gas-powered cars, he
then said people couldn’t charge elec-
tric cars as our community saw rolling
blackouts. It doesn’t need to be one or
the other—environment or economy,
natural gas or renewables.

We need an all-of-the-above energy
strategy. Through American innova-
tion, we create jobs, expand our energy
supply, protect our environment, lower
costs, and strengthen our national se-
curity.

Energy fuels everything from our
cars to our homes, and we must ensure
we have energy resources here at home
that we can rely on. I will keep fight-
ing to bring commonsense energy poli-
cies to Congress. Again, I thank Con-
gresswoman FEDORCHAK for her leader-
ship on this issue.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Congresswoman KiIM. She has
lived this in her State of California,
and I appreciate her bringing attention
to the false choice of one or the other.
We can and must do it all.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HARIDOPOLOS).

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker,
this is an important issue which has af-
fected us all. We have seen prices rise
by 20 to 30 percent over the last 4
years. Unfortunately, because of the
policies of the previous administration,
we have seen these challenges become
more and more difficult as we take the
reins of power once again in Wash-
ington, D.C.

There is no other way to put it other
than energy dominance is essential. It
is the best way to ensure we have
American prosperity, national secu-
rity, innovation, excellence in energy,
and a reliable grid, as the Congress-
woman has talked about today.

Fortunately, we have persons who
are experts right here in the United
States Congress, a new Member of Con-
gress, Mrs. FEDORCHAK, on the Energy
and Commerce Committee. She under-
stands firsthand the essential nature of
energy and why it is so important to
all Americans as they face challenges
here and abroad.

If we can meet all of those criteria—
prosperity, national security, innova-
tion, and reliable energy—we will once
again have lower prices at the grocery
store, lower prices for the gas tank,
and make sure we stay warm in the
winter and cool in places like Florida
in the summer.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud this effort. If
we have an all-in energy solution and
energy dominance, once again, as the
Congresswoman has talked about,
America can move forward and meet
the challenges of tomorrow.

I appreciate the opportunity to speak
this afternoon on this Special Order
and make sure that we are moving for-
ward with the leadership of Donald
Trump and leaders like Congress-
woman FEDORCHAK on the Energy and
Commerce Committee.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. We certainly
need a lot of power to get out in space.
His dreams and his leadership in that
area are certainly noted. We need
power to fuel those, too, and I thank
him for being here today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. WEBER).

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman from North
Dakota. Like my preceding colleague
just said, she is great on the Com-
mittee on energy. She is an energy
busybody. She is moving and shaking
for being brand new. I thank her for
the opportunity to speak today.

Mr. Speaker, I will tell everyone that
being on the Energy and Commerce
Committee has been the delight of my
life. It means a lot to America.

When I speak to groups, Mr. Speaker,
whether they are school-aged kids or
whether they are college or whether
they are industry or whatever it might
be, I tell people that the things that
make America great are the things
that America makes.

How do we do that? We do that with
a reliable, affordable, dependable
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source of energy, Mr. Speaker. We do
that with grid reliability, a critical
issue that affects every single Amer-
ican. Our Nation’s economy, our secu-
rity, and our very way of life depend on
energy that is stable, affordable, and,
yes, resilient.

Today, our system is under threat.
When we talk about grid reliability, we
have to start with the facts. Right now
fossil fuels, natural gas, coal, and even
petroleum supply 60 percent of our
electricity. Natural gas alone provides
40 percent and up. It keeps the lights
on in homes. It keeps the lights on in
businesses and factories all across
America.

Did I mention, Mr. Speaker, that the
things that make America great are
the things that America makes?

Add in nuclear power at nearly 19
percent, and it is clear that these are
the backbone of our energy system eco-
nomically, politically, and militarily.
Yet, despite this reliability, these prov-
en sources are under attack by radical
policies that push unreliable energy at
the expense of energy that actually
works.

Mr. Speaker, that is changing now.
The Trump administration has made it
clear. We are going to put American
energy first. We are increasing domes-
tic production, cutting unnecessary
regulations, and ensuring that our
power grids remain strong and resil-
ient. That means expanding natural
gas. That means investing in nuclear
energy. That means making sure we
have the very infrastructure to keep
energy flowing to American homes and
businesses.

Did I mention, Mr. Speaker, that the
things that make America great are
the things that America makes?

Yet, here is what is happening. The
premature shutdown of our most reli-
able energy sources—coal, natural gas,
and nuclear—put our entire grid at
risk. The Nation’s largest grid oper-
ator, PJM, which serves much of the
eastern U.S., warns that up to 30 per-
cent of its power generation could re-
tire by 2030.

Meanwhile, demand is expected to
rise 40 percent by 2039. I am not good at
math, Mr. Speaker. I don’t think that
adds up. We cannot take away reliable
generation and then just simply pre-
tend we don’t face an energy crisis.
That is pie in the sky.

Thankfully, President Trump under-
stands this and is working to ensure we
do not face a future of rolling black-
outs and energy shortages. He probably
understands, Mr. Speaker, that the
things that make America great are
the things that America makes.

If the United States is serious about
remaining a leader in energy and tech-
nology, we must embrace energy ex-
pansion. That means building more
pipelines. Pipelines are the safest and
most efficient way to transport energy.
Yet they are being blocked by over-
regulations and bad policy, and that is
why the Trump administration is com-
mitted to cutting the red tape, getting
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pipelines built, and making sure Amer-
ican energy can move freely to where it
is needed so that the things that make
America great can continue to be
made.

Let me be clear, Mr. Speaker. Mod-
ernizing our grid does not mean push-
ing expensive and unreliable energy
mandates on taxpayers. Americans
should not be forced to foot the bill for
an agenda that actually weakens our
power supply. What we need is a bal-
anced, commonsense approach that
prioritizes affordability, reliability,
stability, and security.

With the Trump administration back
in office, Mr. Speaker, we now have
leadership that values energy inde-
pendence, as well as economic growth.
This Congress, on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, I look forward to
advancing real solutions to hardening
our energy grid, to protect it from
cyberattacks, to protect it from supply
chain disruptions, and to protect it
from natural disasters.

Mr. Speaker, America needs a grid
that works when we need it. That
means standing up for natural gas.
That means investing in nuclear. That
means protecting our pipelines. That
means rejecting reckless policies that
put politics ahead of not only reli-
ability but reality.

The things that make America great
are the things that America makes.

President Trump, thanks to his lead-
ership, is on the right path to securing
a future based on that premise, and I
thank the gentlewoman from North
Dakota for holding this Special Order.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Representative WEBER for being
here and leaving us with that really
great phrase. The things that make
America great are the things that
America makes. I love that.

Mr. Speaker, we can and we must
meet the challenge of a reliable, afford-
able, sustainable power grid.

As President Trump said: ‘“‘In Amer-
ica, the impossible is what we do best.”
We can do this, and we will lead the
world in this venture.

Mr. Speaker, we have talked a lot
about the challenges that face Amer-
ican energy. I want to talk about the
opportunities we have, too. With an en-
ergy supply that is affordable, reliable,
and dependable, the United States can
lead the way on emissions reductions
and artificial intelligence.

Today, I want to talk about AIL To be
ATl dominant, we must first be energy
dominant. That is why today I am an-
nouncing my plans to create an Al and
Energy Working Group.

While my colleagues are thankfully
working hard on regulations, speech,
and other components of AI, this work-
ing group will focus exclusively on AI
and the energy this growing tech-
nology demands.

This work will be complementary to
and not duplicative of other efforts by
my colleagues, including the Speaker’s
Task Force on AI, which completed its
work last December. My goal is to
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bring in experts and stakeholders, leg-
islators, and other interested parties to
fully explore these power needs, the
current barriers to meeting them, and
Federal policy solutions to help reli-
ably, affordably, and sustainably power
the future of AI. I plan to follow four
main pillars.

My first pillar is: Meeting AI energy
demands requires American energy
dominance.

Today, AI searches consume nearly
10 times the electricity of standard
internet searches. In 2024, data centers
accounted for 4.3 percent of total U.S.
power demand. Analysts predict this
could climb to as much as 12 percent by
2030.

To put that into perspective, that
would be more electricity than the en-
tire State of Texas uses today. Yet, the
U.S. isn’t scaling up reliable baseload
power quickly enough to support this
rapid growth. In fact, the Biden admin-
istration’s policies are forcing this
baseload power offline.

If we don’t act, we risk energy short-
ages, higher costs, and a slowdown in
technological advancement. To secure
their energy needs, major tech compa-
nies are locking in exclusive long-term
power contracts.

For example, in September, Micro-
soft entered an agreement to reopen
the Three Mile Island nuclear power
plant to reliably power its AI data cen-
ter. While I support these types of
agreements, we must also ensure that
smaller companies and new players in
the AI industry have access to the
power they need to innovate and com-
pete.

Meeting the energy demands of AI
isn’t just about powering technology.
It is about powering America’s future.

Now that brings us to pillar number
two: A strong, secure electronic grid.

The rapid, forced transition to inter-
mittent power sources, paired with the
retirement of reliable baseload genera-
tors, has left our electric grid increas-
ingly vulnerable to outages.

Today, the North American Electric
Reliability Corporation warns that
two-thirds of the United States faces
an elevated risk of not having enough
power to meet the demand of having
blackouts.

As we have become more reliant on
power-dependent digital infrastructure,
the stakes are even higher.

Having enough power isn’t our only
concern. Cyberattacks targeting U.S.
grid operations and infrastructure are
a growing threat that could disrupt ev-
erything from everyday conveniences
to our national security. If AI is to
flourish, we must prioritize grid reli-
ability and security.

This leads me to pillar number three:
This requires the right energy regula-
tions.

According to the report from the bi-
partisan House Task Force on Artifi-
cial Intelligence, new AI models are de-
veloped roughly every 6 months, and
data centers are built within 1 to 2
years.
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Meanwhile, new power plants and
transmission infrastructure can take
at least 5 to 10 years to build. This cre-
ates, obviously, a significant gap be-
tween the rapid growth of AI and the
slow growth of the power supply needed
to support it.

Our current energy regulatory envi-
ronment is not equipped to bridge this
gap. I know this environment well. I
served 12 years as a State energy regu-
lator.

We need forward-thinking regula-
tions that empower both small
innovators, who depend on the bulk
power system, and larger firms that se-
cure power through long-term agree-
ments.

By ensuring a level energy playing
field, we can position America as the
global leader in AI development, and
we can outpace China.

This leads me to pillar number four:
America, not China, must be the global
leader of AI innovation.

On January 20 of this year, China un-
veiled DeepSeek-R1. It is the most ad-
vanced large language model report-
edly developed with less advanced proc-
essors at a fraction of the cost of U.S.
models. This proves that China is rap-
idly closing the gap, and we can’t af-
ford to fall behind.

The Trump administration recog-
nizes this urgency. That is why, just 3
days after the new Chinese revelation,
on January 23, President Trump signed
Executive Order No. 14179: Removing
Barriers to American Leadership in Ar-
tificial Intelligence.

This order overturned President
Biden’s mandates that had stifled
American investment and innovation
in AI. With this decisive action, we are
reclaiming our competitive edge. It is
time to take the handcuffs off our AI
industry and unleash the full potential
of American ingenuity.

Winning the future of AI requires
bold action, smart energy policy, and a
commitment to American innovation.
That is why I will engage with a broad
range of voices and stakeholders, big
and small, to craft a legislative frame-
work that secures our energy domi-
nance, strengthens our electric grid,
and positions America as the global
leader in AI

For those with ideas on how we can
achieve these goals, my door is always
open. Together, we can power the fu-
ture of AI and assure that America, not
China, leads the way back.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. CLINE).

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for holding this Special
Order and for her leadership on energy
issues. The House is truly fortunate to
have her as a Member.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK is exactly right. We
have, as our top priority, the need to
restore energy independence for this
country and energy dominance, espe-
cially in regard to our relationship
with nations like China that are push-
ing to lead in AI and other tech-
nologies.
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We are dependent on China for rare
earth minerals that are so important
to powering our grid, powering the
technologies that support AI. That is
why it is great that the Trump admin-
istration is leading on ways in which
we can explore not only in the conti-
nental United States for rare earth
minerals but also talking to other
countries, talking to countries like
Greenland and Ukraine, quite frankly,
making comments about the need to
ensure that the U.S. has the rare earth
mineral supply that it needs to support
the AI initiatives that are happening in
this country. We need to be the leader
in AI globally. If not, we cede it to
China.

We just had a hearing yesterday in
the Judiciary Committee about what
would happen with the censorship-in-
dustrial complex if other nations,
whether it is Europe and their privacy
directive or China through their efforts
in AI, to dictate what can and cannot
be said on the internet.

When it comes to energy, what is
most important is the American con-
sumer, the American citizen. What we
have seen over the last several years is
that American citizens are suffering
under the Green New Deal agenda, the
increasing dependence on other coun-
tries for our energy needs, and the need
to restore that energy independence in
order to target costs, bring down infla-
tion, and actually allow Americans to
be able to afford the important tech-
nologies and appliances and other
things that are critical to daily living.

According to the U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration, since 2021, en-
ergy prices under the Biden adminis-
tration outpaced inflation, with con-
sumers seeing an average rise of 10 per-
cent. This is all despite the massive
glut of subsidies that the Biden admin-
istration pushed to prop up Green New
Deal technologies that otherwise
wouldn’t exist without government
handouts.

Thankfully, we have a new President,
a new sheriff in town, one who will
bring online more energy production
and ensure that the days of $5 gas
prices are left behind along with
Biden’s failed legacy.

Moreover, this administration will
prioritize affordability and consumer
choice in appliances, focusing on cut-
ting burdensome red tape, not on regu-
lating your gas stoves or water heaters
at home, which we saw the Biden ad-
ministration seek to regulate in the
waning days of the administration, the
outgoing days of that administration.

Just this week, Energy Secretary
Chris Wright signed his first secre-
tarial order meant to unleash a golden
era of American energy dominance. I
look forward to working with them and
the administration to lend whatever
support and authority is needed from
Congress to achieve tangible results for
the American people.

At the end of the day, that is what it
is all about, is making sure that we de-
liver for the American people and en-
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sure that this great Nation continues
its energy dominance that we had
under the first Trump administration,
that we lost under the failed Biden ad-
ministration, and that we are seeking
to regain under the current Trump ad-
ministration.

I thank the gentlewoman for her
leadership, and I look forward to work-
ing with her on these issues.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Mr. CLINE for taking the time to
participate in the Special Order this
afternoon, especially on a fly-out day
when everyone is heading back to their
districts to be with the citizens they
represent.

Energy dominance and energy inde-
pendence is the foundation for the mas-
sive new agenda that we must move
forward with in America today. It is
the foundation for driving down infla-
tion, for lowering costs of everything
from housing to utilities to rent to gro-
ceries and gas. The cost of power is
baked into everything we buy. It is the
foundation for powering economic
growth. It is the foundation for becom-
ing AI dominant, and it is clearly the
foundation for national security.

I thank everyone who participated in
this Special Order this afternoon, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

———

GREATEST LIVING THREAT TO
OUR REPUBLIC

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRESNAHAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2025, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise, a proud, liberated Dem-
ocrat, unbought, unbossed, and
unafraid. I rise, Mr. Speaker, today, in
the name of liberty and justice for all,
in the name of government of the peo-
ple, by the people, for the people. I rise
to remind us of the words of Ben
Franklin. He reminded us that we have
a republic if we can keep it.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to warn all
of the greatest living threat to our Re-
public. I rise to explain how we must
deter this threat or we must remove it.
I rise to explain how the consequences
of doing nothing can be harmful to all
that we hold dear.

Mr. Speaker, our greatest living
threat is a President who defies court
orders. Our greatest living threat is a
President who defies court orders. One
can but only imagine what America
would be like today if President Eisen-
hower had defied the order of the court
in Brown v. Board of Education.

It was Brown v. Board of Education
that desegregated society to the extent
that it is, that integrated it to the ex-
tent that it is, that probably has given
me a means by which I can stand here
in the House of Representatives.

Brown v. Board of Education was a
seminal moment in time. It was a mo-
ment in time which has changed time
from the point of its announcements to
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