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RECOGNIZING STEVE REEDER 

(Mr. BAIRD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Steve Reeder, a dedicated local 
historian and the chair of the social 
studies department at Monrovia High 
School. 

He has taught at Monrovia High 
School for over 25 years. Steve spent 
nearly 2 years researching and writing 
‘‘Our Town,’’ a book that chronicles 
the history of Monrovia and the sur-
rounding areas in Morgan County. He 
first undertook the project to help his 
students with pride and to have pride 
in their community. ‘‘Our Town’’ was 
published earlier this year. 

Steve and his students have also 
helped with the installation of several 
local history markers in the commu-
nity. In addition to getting published, 
Steve was honored by WISH TV with 
their Golden Apple Award, which rec-
ognizes exceptional teachers in central 
Indiana. 

I thank Steve for his decades of edu-
cating children and for supporting Mor-
gan County communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING INTERNS AND 
FELLOWS ON CAPITOL HILL 

(Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
important role that interns and fellows 
play on Capitol Hill and in the district 
offices and the important contributions 
that they make each and every day to 
this institution. 

Every semester, young people from 
across the country come to intern and 
be part of democracy in action. Their 
enthusiasm, service, and optimism in-
fuses our office with hope, energy, and 
much-needed help. 

Today, I lift up all of my interns but, 
most especially, my communications 
fellow, Claire Satkiewicz, who has 
served our office well for the past 7 
months. Her strong work ethic and 
multimedia talents have brought my 
team’s messages to life, especially dur-
ing the government shutdown, when 
our constituents needed to connect 
with us most. 

She even had to step into our comms 
director’s role when our comms direc-
tor was absent for jury duty. 

She will soon return to Northeastern 
University to complete her studies, but 
we know her future is bright. 

In sum, to Claire and to all of our in-
terns and fellows across the entire bit 
of Congress, we are thankful for their 
contributions, their enthusiasm, and 
heart for public service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STATE FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONS IN NC–14 

(Mr. MOORE of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 

the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize three out-
standing high school football teams 
from North Carolina’s 14th Congres-
sional District who brought home 
State championships. 

From my home county of Cleveland 
County, I congratulate the Crest High 
School Chargers, the 5A State cham-
pions. These young men showed grit, 
discipline, and heart all season. 

Also from my home county, I con-
gratulate Shelby High School, which 
earned the 3A title, continuing a proud 
tradition of excellence, proving that 
Cleveland County is a football home. 

In northern Mecklenburg County, 
Hough High School captured the 8A 
championship. This incredible achieve-
ment reflects the talent and deter-
mination in communities like 
Cornelius. 

However, these victories actually re-
flect much more than athletic skill. 
They reflect the support of coaches, 
parents, teachers, and communities 
who stand behind these teams. These 
young athletes made us very proud to 
represent the best of the 14th Congres-
sional District. 

I congratulate all three teams. 
f 

ABORTION CARE IS HEALTHCARE 
(Ms. PRESSLEY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, the 
wealth of our Nation is the health of 
our people. Yet Republicans are doing 
everything in their power to make fam-
ilies sicker. 

They want to deny children food, ban 
abortion care, and obstruct the exten-
sion of the Affordable Care Act sub-
sidies. This is dire for folks in my dis-
trict where, in a 3-mile radius, life ex-
pectancy drops by 30 years. 

For my constituent, Paula, whose 
husband lost his job and became ill, the 
ACA has been their lifeline, carrying 
them through years of uncertainty as 
she became his caregiver. 

This is a healthcare crisis that Re-
publicans created, and it is inter-
sectional. 

Abortion care is healthcare. 
Once again, the Republicans are 

using abortion care as a political bar-
gaining chip. The truth: Republicans 
will send premiums sky high just to 
stop families from using their own 
money on a plan that covers abortion. 

They are not just putting healthcare 
out of reach for millions; they are fur-
ther restricting reproductive care. The 
shame and the sham of it all. 

Mr. Speaker, we have the votes to ex-
tend these subsidies and save 
healthcare for our constituents. The 
House must vote on it now. 

f 

RECOGNIZING INDIANA NATIONAL 
GUARD 

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the courageous men 
and women from the Indiana National 
Guard who are here to serve in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

On December 6, about 300 service-
members from Indiana deployed to our 
Nation’s Capital. They have already 
started their mission in D.C. to keep 
our streets safe and free from violent 
criminals. I am especially thankful to 
these men and women for serving dur-
ing the holidays. 

These Hoosiers will miss cherished 
times celebrating Christmas and New 
Year’s with family and friends to re-
store order in D.C. 

While these Hoosiers just begin their 
mission here, this deployment is just 
another one of the ways on a long list 
that Indiana troops have supported our 
country. 

In 2024, Indiana National Guardsmen 
deployed to Texas to secure our border. 
Earlier this year, 400 National Guards-
men returned from their mission in the 
Middle East. Indiana National Guards-
men continue to pour out their time 
and talents to serve our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, the Indiana National 
Guard’s dedication to serving our coun-
try continues to make all of us in Indi-
ana very proud. 

f 

RECOGNIZING A.T. WALL 

(Mr. AMO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. AMO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of a great 
Rhode Islander, A.T. Wall. 

A.T. was a dedicated husband, father, 
and criminal justice leader. After a 
life-changing internship with the juve-
nile justice system in New Haven while 
an undergraduate at Yale, he dedicated 
his career to making the Rhode Island 
Department of Corrections more just 
and restorative. 

During his lengthy tenure, A.T. 
founded groundbreaking programs, of-
fering medication-assisted treatment 
for inmates struggling with substance 
use disorders and training service dogs 
for disabled veterans. He dedicated his 
professional life to fostering second 
chances. 

A man of deep faith and dedication, 
A.T. was always happy to lend a help-
ing hand to anyone, including me. 

My thoughts are with his wife, 
Maria; his children, Harrison and, my 
dear friend, Ash; his grandchildren; and 
his extended family. 

He will be missed. 
f 

TAX CUTS FOR WORKING 
FAMILIES 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, as I 
travel across Michigan’s Fifth District, 
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I have heard from many Michiganders 
who are thrilled about the economic re-
lief that House Republicans are pro-
viding. 

Earlier this year, we passed the 
working families tax cut legislation, 
which is profamily, proworker, and 
pro-Michigan. 

This historic legislation empowers 
families by preventing residents of 
Michigan’s Fifth District from facing a 
27 percent tax hike and increasing 
take-home pay by up to $11,700. 

In addition, the legislation increases 
the child tax credit, strengthens paid 
family leave, and establishes savings 
accounts for newborns, allowing fami-
lies to invest in their child’s future 
from birth. 

House Republicans have accom-
plished so much this year, but we are 
only just getting started. 

f 

b 1520 

RECOGNIZING A CENTURY OF EX-
CELLENCE FOR CHI OMEGA 
CHAPTER OF AKA 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize a century 
of excellence by the Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated, Chi Omega 
Chapter located in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina. 

The Chi Omega Chapter was char-
tered under the leadership of Anna 
Easter Brown, one of the original 16 
founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Incorporated. 

The chapter is home to Ruth Ander-
son Smith, who has served as a member 
for over 75 years and is 103 years old. 
She is a Chi Omega Diamond. There are 
three Chi Omega Pearls who served for 
over 65 years in membership, with 12 
over 50 years who are Golden Members. 

That is 100 years of membership, edu-
cational support, health advocacy, and 
steadfast commitment to our HBCUs 
and transforming lives and strength-
ening eastern North Carolina. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate everyone 
who came to celebrate this amazing 
celebration of 100 years. 

f 

HONORING TENSE FRANKLIN 
BANKS 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise with a 
heavy heart to pay tribute to the life of 
Tense Franklin Banks, who passed 
away this week at 75. 

Tense was a gifted writer and recog-
nized for contributions to preserving 
the history of Linville Falls and Avery 
County of the North Carolina Society 
of Historians. 

Tense is remembered by many as 
someone who had an impeccable mem-
ory and who believed that the preserva-

tion of local history was critical to 
pass on to future generations. 

Tense was a friend and someone I ad-
mired greatly for her talents and 
warmth. She, along with the entire 
Banks family, has a special place in my 
heart. 

Mr. Speaker, may God continue to 
provide comfort and care to the Banks 
family during this difficult time. 

f 

CELEBRATING NORMA CYNTHIA 
SIMON’S 100th BIRTHDAY 

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate Norma Cynthia 
Simon on her 100th birthday. Her life 
exemplifies the power of education, 
family, and service. 

Ms. Simon was born on December 15, 
1925, in South America, in Guyana’s 
capital, Georgetown. 

Ms. Simon devoted 35 years to learn-
ing and teaching as an educator. She 
taught her children that education is a 
pathway to opportunity. She is the 
mother of 5, grandmother of 10, and 
great-grandmother of 14. 

I am very fortunate to have her 
great-granddaughter, Maxe Samiko 
Hinds, in my office, continuing her 
great-grandmother’s legacy of public 
service. 

Today, I wish Ms. Simon a happy 
birthday and thank her for leaving us a 
great legacy. I commend Ms. Simon on 
the occasion of her 100th birthday. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
DONALD E. OLSOMMER, SR. 

(Mr. BRESNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BRESNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and remember the 
life of Donald E. Olsommer, Sr., of 
Sterling, Pennsylvania. 

Born and raised in Scranton, Don de-
voted his life to serving his country, 
community, and family. He was a U.S. 
Army veteran and served for 30 years 
in the Pennsylvania National Guard. 
He rose to the rank of major, leading 
the National Guard units in 
Carbondale, Honesdale, and Scranton, 
and the Tobyhanna Reserve Unit as a 
company commander. 

Don was elected to public service 
twice as a Wayne County commis-
sioner, served as township supervisor, 
and was deeply involved in civic and 
charitable efforts throughout his com-
munity. 

Don owned and operated a local 
Christmas tree farm, founded a small 
insurance company, and was the co-
founder of the Sterling Little League. 
Most of all, he cherished the time he 
spent with his family. 

It was an honor to know Don, and I 
know everyone who had the pleasure of 
meeting him feels the same way. My 
thoughts and prayers go to Don’s fam-

ily and friends, including his son, 
Pennsylvania State Representative 
Jeff Olsommer, as they grieve their 
loss and remember Don. He will be 
greatly missed. 

f 

REVIEWING SOCIAL MEDIA 
BEFORE APPROVING VISAS 

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
happy holidays to everyone. 

I rise because we have to do some-
thing about the nonimmigrant visa 
process right now. I have several con-
stituents who want to see their fami-
lies for the holidays, but, unfortu-
nately, this administration has put in 
place a new social media policy for 
anyone applying for a nonimmigrant 
visa. 

Essentially, they are scrubbing your 
social media to see if you agree with 
the President or not. That is essen-
tially what is happening. It is not 
about dangers to our country. If it 
were, it would go a lot faster than the 
many months that it is taking right 
now. 

I have one constituent, for instance, 
who traveled abroad for a consular ap-
pointment. When she tried to come 
back, she was notified that, because of 
this policy, they need 4 months to re-
view her social media, including ac-
counts that they had already deleted. 
As a result, she faces the possibility of 
losing her job. Her daughter, who is a 
U.S. citizen, is going to fall behind in 
school. 

These are serious consequences for so 
many families across the country. We 
need to make sure we change this pol-
icy and make it better. Most impor-
tantly, we need to get these visas ap-
proved. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ 
LONG 

(Mr. HUIZENGA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate William ‘‘Bill’’ 
Long on his retirement from MEMA, 
The Vehicle Suppliers Association. 

As the Representative for Michigan’s 
Fourth Congressional District, home to 
many of those hardworking MEMA 
members, I can attest to the lasting 
impact of Bill’s leadership as president 
and CEO. 

Bill Long has spent more than 40 
years in the automotive and parts in-
dustry. Prior to joining MEMA in 2012, 
he held executive roles at Echlin Inc., 
Dana Incorporated, and Proliance 
International. 

Appointed CEO in 2019, Bill helped re-
define MEMA’s mission: uniting vehi-
cle aftermarket and original equip-
ment suppliers, and positioning the as-
sociation as a strong, unified voice dur-
ing a period of major industrial trans-
formation. 
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