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Is it efficient when a Federal em-

ployee hired for 20 years, living in my 
district, is told to report back to an of-
fice in D.C. that never existed? 

Is it efficient when officials imme-
diately end public transit services that 
seniors rely upon and when community 
health centers that provide essential 
services to vulnerable populations 
can’t access government websites? 
These actions are creating inefficien-
cies and wasting taxpayer dollars. 

As a member of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, I encourage the ad-
ministration to look forward and put 
their proposals in their upcoming budg-
et requests. Let’s begin the constitu-
tional process and real negotiations 
with checks and balances to benefit the 
American people. 

f 

EMERGENCY BORDER CONTROL 
RESOLUTION 

(Mr. HARRIS of Maryland asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to introduce the Emer-
gency Border Control Resolution to 
kick-start the resolution process. 

As we stand here today, negotiations 
have stalled in the House. We all know 
this. We are at a crossroads in this rec-
onciliation process, and it is time for 
the House and Senate to quickly pass a 
border funding bill with a debt ceiling 
increase so President Trump can de-
liver on his promises to the American 
people and reassure the financial mar-
kets. 

The legislation I just introduced is a 
budget that contains $200 billion in new 
funding for President Trump to secure 
our southern border, fund immigration 
enforcement, and rebuild America’s de-
fenses. 

This increased spending is paired 
with $486 billion in cuts to Biden’s 
failed and wasteful spending. These 
cuts will result in a $286 billion real 
deficit reduction over 10 years. 

The Emergency Border Control Reso-
lution is the first step in the Freedom 
Caucus’ 218 strategy to successfully im-
plement the President’s America First 
agenda. 

f 

GREAT LAKES GATEWAYS 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate and protect the largest sys-
tem of freshwater on Earth: The Great 
Lakes. I will be introducing the bipar-
tisan Great Lakes Gateways Network 
Act of 2025, alongside my talented col-
league, DAVID JOYCE of Ohio. 

The Great Lakes have been declared 
a national treasure by executive order 
in 2004. The Great Lakes undergird 
America’s industrial and agricultural 
heartland and encompass terrestrial 
and aquatic wildlife, including two 

globally important migratory bird 
flyways. 

We are home to 20 national wildlife 
refuges; 7 national parks; America’s 
longest coast and lakeshores, monu-
ments, and memorials; 6 national for-
ests; many State parks; wildlife man-
agement areas; and trail systems. 
These assets generate annually over $52 
billion in economic activity. 

The Great Lakes Gateway Network 
Act of 2025 will help us conserve, re-
store, and interpret our precious his-
tory by catalyzing numerous public 
and private investments in the linked 
network of gateway sites. 

Mr. Speaker, it is long overdue for 
the northwest territory and our Great 
Lakes to shine a light on our region’s 
magnificence and America’s freshwater 
kingdom. 

f 

USAID’S IMPACT ON HAITI 

(Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak on the 
illegal dismantling of USAID and its 
detrimental effects on Haiti. 

Not only is Haiti currently dealing 
with massive gang violence that has 
killed thousands of people and dis-
placed millions of people, it is a coun-
try also on the verge of famine. The 
World Food Programme projects that 
they will run out of food assistance to 
Haiti in March due to this aid freeze. 

This will fuel the gangs who recruit 
starving children to join them, worsen 
the already dire humanitarian crisis, 
and cause thousands more to flee the 
nation, meaning mass migration to the 
United States. 

Make no mistake, gutting USAID 
means gutting regional security. It will 
also directly harm my constituents. 
The Port of Palm Beach exports $160 
million in food to the Caribbean alone, 
much of which is distributed by USAID 
and their partners. The farmers and 
dockworkers in my district will di-
rectly lose out on all critical business. 

I urge my colleagues to stand for 
USAID, the backbone of our national 
security, and remember either we feed 
them now or we will end up fighting 
them later. 

f 

SUPPORTING AID TO FLORIDA, 
TEXAS, AND CALIFORNIA 

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I am a 
proud New Yorker, and today I speak 
as a proud American. An American 
tragedy has played out in California, 
and those who have lost their homes 
and their lives are first and foremost 
Americans. 

This Nation has an obligation to help 
all of our fellow citizens. For those who 
claim America first, its is not America 
first except for California, America 

first except for Massachusetts or New 
York. We owe a debt to help our fellow 
Americans in California without polit-
ical considerations or restrictions. 

When a hurricane tears through Flor-
ida, do we say let’s see the Governor’s 
plans to harden infrastructure before 
we help Floridians? Do we say let’s see 
what local Florida zoning laws allow 
for buildings near the coast before we 
grant aid? When tornadoes devastate 
Texas, do we say how do they make 
schools less vulnerable before we give 
Texans assistance? 

When Floridians are suffering, I see 
Americans. When Texans are suffering, 
I see Americans. As a New Yorker, I 
support aid to Florida, Texas, and Cali-
fornia when they need it without poli-
tics. 

f 

IRON SHARPENS IRON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WIED). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 3, 2025, the gentle-
woman from South Carolina (Ms. 
MACE) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to call out the cowards who think they 
can prey on women and get away with 
it. Today, I am going scorched Earth. 
Let the bridges I burn this evening 
light our way forward. 

As in many areas, God’s Word has 
given me wisdom, God’s love has shown 
me the light, and God’s grace has given 
me the strength to be here today. God 
placed this burden on my path not to 
crush me but to ignite something with-
in me—a calling, a purpose, a responsi-
bility, and courage, which I am using 
in spades today. 

b 1915 

The purpose of my speech tonight is 
to make sure these women will never 
be forgotten and the men who hurt 
them will never be allowed to get away 
with it or hide again. 

God uses imperfect people to carry 
out his perfect plans. I ask God to fill 
me up, to be his vessel, and to use me 
for his purpose tonight. I ask for his 
protection as I expose the Devil’s hand 
today. 

In Jeremiah 6:16, it says when we are 
at a crossroads, that we are to look at 
the ancient paths, look for the right 
way, and walk on it. 

When I was saved 5 years ago in 
church, in May of 2019, it was a Satur-
day night, and I was there: I was at a 
crossroads in life. 

When I heard this sermon, with my 
child next to me, he put his arm 
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around me, and he said: Mommy, it is 
going to be okay. We are going to be 
okay. 

I know in God’s faith, in his wisdom, 
when I listen, he shows us his way. To-
night, it is God who is showing me the 
right path to take, because this is 
about truth. This is about unveiling 
evil that is in the State of South Caro-
lina. 

I want to quote Martin Luther King 
tonight who said: The time is always 
right to do what is right. 

What I am doing tonight, I know in 
my heart of hearts, is right. 

I am going to take this Bible a friend 
gave to me. I am going to place my 
hand on this Bible. 

I swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help me God. 

Today, I am going to free myself 
from the monster who broke me. 
Today, I am going to free other women 
who fell prey to this same man. Today, 
I will free other women further from a 
group of men who committed the most 
evil acts against them. 

I want every woman and girl to know 
in the country: You have a friend and 
you have a sister in me, and I will fight 
like hell for you every day of the week. 

We must never tolerate abusers 
masquerading as men of character. 
Abuse doesn’t discriminate. Abuse 
doesn’t care if you are a Republican or 
if you are a Democrat. Abuse doesn’t 
care who you are or where you come 
from or how strong you are or what 
title you hold. 

I am living proof that even as a Mem-
ber of Congress, I found myself face-to- 
face with the darkest corners of hu-
manity. You really think you know 
someone until you don’t. 

In November of 2023, I accidentally 
uncovered some of the most heinous 
crimes against women imaginable. We 
are talking about rape, nonconsensual 
photos, nonconsensual videos of women 
and underage girls, and the premedi-
tated, calculated exploitation of 
women and girls in my district. 

Today, you will hear about the de-
praved men behind these gutless and 
evil acts. These men didn’t just harm 
their victims. They recorded their de-
pravity as if it were a badge of honor. 

When I uncovered evidence of rape, 
the illegal filming of women, and sex 
trafficking, I didn’t just see victims. I 
saw a system that failed to protect 
them. 

I saw criminals who thought they 
could get away with it because no one 
had the guts, no one had the courage, 
and no one had the bravery to hold 
them accountable because we are filled 
with cowards. 

I will burn this system to the ground 
if I have to. 

These men aren’t just criminals; they 
are predators. You can see the names 
and the faces of these predators on this 
board to my right tonight. 

These predators are not untouchable. 
These predators are not invisible. 
These predators are not invincible. 

Today, their names will be tied to their 
crimes and their cowardice forever. 

Let me say their names for the 
RECORD in alphabetical order. Eric 
Bowman of Sullivan’s Island, South 
Carolina; Patrick Bryant of Mt. Pleas-
ant and Isle of Palms, South Carolina, 
who also goes by Brendan Patrick Bry-
ant; John Osborne of Charleston, South 
Carolina; and Brian Musgrave of Fort 
Mill, South Carolina. 

Let me be loud and clear. I would 
never allow any woman or underage 
girl anywhere near any of you. When 
you incapacitate women, it is against 
the law. When you sexually assault 
women, it is called rape. If you film 
women naked without their knowledge, 
without their permission, and without 
their consent, it is called voyeurism, 
and it makes you a Peeping Tom. It is 
illegal. 

When you and your business part-
ners—like these, all business part-
ners—when you and your business part-
ners pay each other and you sexually 
abuse women, it is called sex traf-
ficking, and it is against the law. It by 
definition makes you a sex trafficker. 

Witness intimidation is also illegal. 
To Eric Bowman, Patrick Bryant, 

Brian Musgrave, and John Osborne: 
You have bought yourself a one-way 
ticket to hell. It is nonstop, there are 
no connections, so I and all of your vic-
tims can watch you rot for an eternity. 
Today is about justice. 

Truth has a way of rising no matter 
how deeply you try to bury it. Tonight 
is about truth, the painful, the cold, 
the hard truth. 

On the night of October 30, 2023, I re-
ceived a text message with screenshots 
from a friend of mine in South Caro-
lina. It showed my then-fiance, Patrick 
Bryant, active on a dating app. 

In South Carolina, politics is a blood 
sport. I thought this was your usual, 
run-of-the-mill political game. I 
thought it was a joke. 

When I confronted Patrick Bryant 4 
days later, on November 3, the first 
thing he did was take his phone and 
put it in a safe and lock it, a safe iden-
tical to this one. It was so confusing. I 
didn’t understand why would someone 
put their cell phone in a safe and lock 
it. 

After more women came forward, I 
realized this was not for laughs. Soon 
after, I learned the dating app was the 
very least of my worries. Let me make 
clear: I don’t care that he was on a dat-
ing app. 

Two days later, Patrick Bryant put 
my thumbprint on his phone, one just 
like this. He put my thumbprint on his 
phone. He also gave me the four-digit 
code to his safe. 

The night that I was given legal ac-
cess to his phone, I opened it for the 
first time. What I discovered shocked 
me to my core. One of the first videos 
I saw was of a woman, she was inca-
pacitated and she was being raped. I 
found some photos of what appeared to 
be a teenager undressed, in the kind of 
underwear a child would wear. To me, 

the facial expression of this young 
woman, young girl, teenager, looked 
scared and nervous. 

I saw another video of another 
woman who was undressed, clearly on a 
camera, unaware she was being filmed. 
She was slender, and she had long 
brown hair. I turned up the volume to 
hear if there was audio. I heard my 
voice. I zoomed in on the video, and 
that woman was me. 

My entire body was paralyzed, and I 
couldn’t move. Were my feet on the 
floor? Was I breathing? I have no idea. 
I could feel pain shooting out of my 
heart, out of my chest. I dropped 
straight down to the floor like I was in 
a nosedive. The pain running through 
my veins wouldn’t stop. Time was sus-
pended for a moment. 

This monster stole my body. It felt 
like I had been raped. He stole my body 
without my permission, without my 
knowledge, and without my consent. 

This hidden camera that I found was 
at a property owned by Patrick Bryant 
and his business partner Brian 
Musgrave. Here is a similar camera, 
bought on Amazon, something this 
small, that can violate so many to such 
a heinous degree. 

I found an app where the file of at 
least one of the hidden cameras I dis-
covered was stored. I discovered on this 
app, for this tiny little camera, there 
were 10,633 videos on it. Let me repeat. 
Just one camera I found had 10,633 vid-
eos on it. 

Patrick Bryant must have forgotten 
that in my younger days, in my youth, 
I used to be a computer programmer. I 
know enough about technology. 

I found more photos, this time of fe-
male employees. I found photos of 
wives of male employees, photos of 
girlfriends and women who very clearly 
didn’t know their private parts were 
being filmed and photographed. 

I found file after file after file. 
Patrick Bryant had upskirt photos of 

one particular victim, a wife of a male 
employee who was also one of his best 
friends. He took upskirt photos of his 
employee’s wife spanning at least 8 
years. He even took upskirt photos of 
her on their family vacations. I know 
she had no idea these photos were 
being taken because of the way that 
they were taken. There is no way that 
she knew about it. 

I found about a dozen photos in Pat-
rick Bryant’s trash bin of underage 
girls that he deleted in the hours after 
he gave me access to his phone. I recog-
nized three of the underage girls as 
daughters of some of his business part-
ners, some of them in bikinis. 

If you are a 50-year-old man and you 
have teenage girls in bikinis on your 
phone and it is okay, why would you 
delete them in the hours after your 
fiancee got access to your phone? If 
there is nothing wrong with it, why 
would these 12-plus photos of these un-
derage girls be in your trash bin? What 
are you to worry about if there is noth-
ing going on? 

Three of the teenage girls I saw in 
this trash bin of business partners were 
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in bikinis. One of these jarring photos 
of a child of one of his business part-
ners was an underage girl, fully 
clothed, but her legs were spread open, 
unaware she was being photographed. 

b 1930 

Patrick Bryant took this photo from 
his penis area. 

In my accidental discovery, I found 
multiple devices used by him to record 
women without their knowledge, and 
that is before I get to what I uncovered 
with Patrick Bryant and his business 
partners. 

The weekend I was given access to 
Patrick Bryant’s phone, I found evi-
dence that he got a second mobile de-
vice. I documented it. 

Patrick Bryant couldn’t transfer 
these files off his device fast enough. I 
discovered he was transferring 
terabytes of data onto another device. 
I documented it. 

Patrick Bryant would soon replace 
his cell phone with a new one. I docu-
mented that, too. He forgets that I 
used to be a computer programmer. 

None of this is conjecture. These are 
not allegations. These are facts. It is 
documented, sometimes with 
metadata. I knew how to get that, too. 

This is what I found; this is what I 
saw; and this is what I accidentally dis-
covered. 

As you should know by now, I keep 
all the receipts. 

In addition to what I documented, I 
personally identified—I personally 
identified—almost a dozen victims. I 
found some witnesses, and I found more 
than enough probable cause and then 
some. 

If I found this many victims with 
this little effort, why—why?—are they 
still on the streets of South Carolina 
today? 

I am just one person. Imagine how 
many victims there truly are tonight, 
and they don’t even know that they are 
victims of this cabal of rapists, this 
cabal of sex traffickers, this cabal of 
Peeping Toms. 

Exactly 7 days later, after I got ac-
cess to Patrick Bryant’s phone, I was 
under extreme duress. I found more 
photos. I found more videos. 

On my last night with Patrick Bry-
ant, he physically assaulted me. On the 
morning of November 13, I fled my 
home, and I went into hiding. I, as a 
Member of Congress, fled my home, and 
I went into hiding. It would be the first 
of four moves that I made last year. 

I still have the mark that Patrick 
Bryant made on me the night that he 
assaulted me. Rather than see this 
mark as a scar, I see this mark of a 
free woman, free from a monster. I will 
wear this mark that he made on me for 
the rest of my life as a badge of honor. 

To the friends who took me in, I 
want to say thank you. You took care 
of me when I had nowhere to go. You 
took care of me and my kids. 

Last year, I had to tell a woman that 
she had been raped, and she didn’t even 
know it. She didn’t know it. She had no 

idea because she was incapacitated at 
the time of the rape. I knew she was 
raped because I accidentally found the 
video of her being raped. I found photos 
and video of her assault on Patrick 
Bryant’s phone. 

One of Patrick Bryant’s business as-
sociates, John Osborne, sexually as-
saulted her at the home of Eric Bow-
man. Patrick Bryant and Eric Bowman 
both had their phones out like this as 
she was being assaulted, as she was 
being raped. The two of them—three of 
them business partners—the two of 
them had their phones out just like 
this, filming her as she was being 
raped, and she was completely laid out. 
There was no movement. There was no 
life. I couldn’t even tell if this young 
woman was alive. 

John Osborne today—John Osborne, I 
want you to hear this in your omission 
as you are frantically texting people 
today: I cannot unsee what you did to 
this young woman, and you will not— 
you will not—get away with it. None of 
you will because tonight is about jus-
tice for me, and tonight is about jus-
tice for all of the women that you all 
raped, that you all filmed, that you all 
photographed, and that you all abused 
for years. 

I would later learn that these men, 
the three of them, Patrick Bryant, Eric 
Bowman, and John Osborne, planned 
her rape. It was premeditated. 

Eric Bowman knew there were chil-
dren in the home at the time of the 
rape, and he decided to orchestrate it 
anyway. 

But that is not the only rape I uncov-
ered at Eric Bowman’s home. In a sec-
ond video, Patrick Bryant can be seen 
breaking into a room, his pants un-
done, ready to rape a different inca-
pacitated woman, again laid out. There 
was no life. There was no movement. I 
couldn’t tell if she was alive. 

Eric Bowman, his business partner, 
filmed it. 

When I informed my children we were 
urgently fleeing our home as if our 
lives depended on it, my children asked 
me if Patrick Bryant had ever raped 
me. I don’t know how children know 
the inherent spirit of humanity, but 
my kids knew something I did not al-
ready know. Children have a way of 
knowing evil in others when we don’t. 

In searching for victims over the last 
year, I met other women who were 
raped or sexually assaulted by some of 
these men. The other assaults I uncov-
ered over the last year span over a dec-
ade, almost 20 years. In talking to 
these victims, there is a clear pattern 
of behavior. Women were incapaci-
tated; they were raped; and someone 
filmed it. 

One night in 2022, I found myself at a 
property owned by Patrick Bryant and 
Brian Musgrave on the Isle of Palms in 
South Carolina. Business partners Pat-
rick Bryant and Eric Bowman were 
both there. I was served two small 
vodka sodas, like this glass right here, 
two small vodka sodas like anyone 
would have at their neighborhood res-
taurant. 

A short time later, I blacked out. I 
have never blacked out after having a 
vodka soda or any adult beverage ever 
in my life. It has never happened. But 
I know who has: the women raped on 
those tapes that I saw, the women 
raped that I spoke to over the course of 
the last year. The stories of these 
women were all too familiar. Now I 
know why. 

My memories of that night are just 
flashes in and out of the dark, flashes 
in and out of the night. I was raped 
that night. 

Was it Patrick Bryant? I don’t know, 
but I was raped. 

I believe that they purposely inca-
pacitated me. 

Was anyone else there? Was it 
filmed? Was it sold on the dark web? I 
have no idea, but I know what these 
men do to their victims. 

I learned firsthand about the 
weaponization of government going 
through this trauma because I met it 
head-on. I fought in silence, and it was 
one of the hardest things I have ever 
had to do. 

In October, Eric Bowman tried to in-
timidate me, and he tried to silence 
me, and the State of South Carolina 
failed to take it seriously as witness 
intimidation. 

During the last year, I turned every-
thing over to law enforcement and then 
some. I was told I, as a victim, would 
be investigated. Investigated for what? 
I am a victim here. I am turning in all 
of this evidence to you, and now you 
say: Victims, you are a victim of rape, 
you are a victim of being drugged, you 
are a victim of a Peeping Tom and voy-
eurs, and yet we are going to inves-
tigate you. 

That is what the State told me. 
During the last year, more than once, 

I was told I could be arrested. Arrested 
for what? 

These types of threats are also a way 
to intimidate victims, instilling fear so 
victims hide in the shadows, so victims 
don’t come forward, so victims don’t 
ask for complaints to be filed, so there 
is no investigation because you strike 
holy fear into victims, or you tell them 
there is nothing you can do. You tell 
them they have no value. 

I brought handcuffs with me today. If 
anyone would like to arrest me for 
standing up for women, here are my 
wrists. Arrest me. Take me to jail be-
cause I am 100 percent guilty of turn-
ing over evidence of Peeping Toms, of 
turning over evidence of rape, of turn-
ing over evidence of voyeurism, of 
turning over evidence of sex traf-
ficking, and, who knows, probably a 
heck of a lot more, and more crimes I 
don’t have time to get into tonight. 

I am 100 percent guilty of advocating 
for justice despite every effort to si-
lence me. 

There is a silent battle raging every 
single day. It is not a problem confined 
to one race. It is not a problem con-
fined to one religion. It is not a prob-
lem confined to one socioeconomic 
class. It is not someone else’s problem. 
It is our problem. 
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We must face domestic violence, sex-

ual assault, rape, and sex trafficking 
with courage; we must face it with 
clarity; and we must face it with com-
passion. We must also face it with 
hardcore justice. 

There is no room for those who think 
their strength is in intimidating and 
harming or threatening others. True 
strength lies in honor; it lies in re-
spect; and it lies in the truth. Real men 
are protectors; they are not predators. 

South Carolina’s chief law enforce-
ment officer, Attorney General Alan 
Wilson, stated 2 weeks ago tonight that 
he will let his ‘‘record’’ speak for itself. 

Attorney General Alan Wilson, be 
careful what you wish for because your 
record speaks loud and clear. Women 
who come forward in your system are 
treated like criminals—under your 
leadership, in your system, and on your 
watch. 

Attorney General Alan Wilson, you 
know there were deliberate delays in 
an investigation in what I turned over, 
228 days of delay, and you know this, 
228 days of delay. That is 7 months, 2 
weeks, and 4 days of delay to inves-
tigate. 

Once again, today, you are kicking 
the can down the road like you always 
do—you are known for it—more days, 
more weeks, and more delay. 

Did the attorney general contact the 
Department of Social Services when 
the State was told about a rape that 
happened in a home with children when 
children were at home? No, he didn’t. 

Did South Carolina’s attorney gen-
eral have any of these predators in-
dicted after being provided clear, cut- 
and-dry evidence, including video, 
photos, and witnesses? No, he did not. 

When the attorney of a victim asked 
to speak to the attorney general, Alan 
Wilson, directly, he told the attorney 
not to send him any information, not 
to send him any documents. 

Did the State accept additional phys-
ical evidence from me late last year 
when I stumbled upon it? No, they did 
not. 

I was also told my domestic violence 
incident would not be investigated. 

In your system, Attorney General 
Alan Wilson, women who come forward 
are threatened with investigation like 
I was. In your system, women who 
come forward are threatened with ar-
rest like I was. 

b 1945 

While the law is explicit in pro-
tecting victims, in your system, you 
don’t follow the law. I waited 320 days 
before receiving a victim’s rights advo-
cate and only because I was persistent. 

I was given a victim’s rights advo-
cate 10 months, 2 weeks, and 6 days 
later—10 months—101⁄2 months, the 
State waited to give me a victim’s 
rights advocate. 

What is wrong with you people? 
So let me remind you, Mr. Attorney 

General: You have one job, and it is to 
follow the law. 

South Carolina Attorney General 
Alan Wilson, you are not a real man 

because real men—real men—protect 
women. 

I have no respect for anyone who 
treats women and victims the way you 
do. 

I will stand up and stand in the way 
of anyone who will cause harm and 
abuse, and you are one of them. You 
have turned a blind eye to women and 
girls for the last 15 years. I don’t have 
the luxury of looking away. 

The larger emotional travesty for the 
victims here, which overshadows all of 
these evil acts, is the fact the State 
has refused to do its job and put these 
predators behind bars, in effect telling 
these victims: They have no value. 

Justice delayed is justice denied. The 
delays have been long enough. 

My outrage over your broken system 
and my passion to call it out and fix it 
isn’t personal. I have an ethical and a 
moral obligation to protect each and 
every one of my constituents, even if it 
is from someone I know personally. 

To the victims tonight, I want you to 
know you have value, and you, as a vic-
tim, can still have victory after to-
night. 

To those concerned about false accu-
sation—and there will be some of you 
out there—yes, fake victims exist, and 
they do real consequential harm to real 
victims. But the existence of a few 
frauds should not and cannot be an ex-
cuse to ignore the desperate cries of 
those who suffer in silence. 

Justice demands discernment, not de-
nial. 

This isn’t a story about bitter ex- 
girlfriends because some of you will 
say that, too. That is not true. 

This isn’t a story about consensual 
sex tapes, there are plenty of those. I 
don’t care what two consenting adults 
do. That is the definition of freedom. 

This is a story about predators who 
hunt women for sport. This is a story 
about rapists. This is a story about sex 
traffickers. This is a story about Peep-
ing Toms and voyeurs who have never 
been called to account or held respon-
sible for their heinous crimes against 
women. 

The daughter of Ethel Lance, a vic-
tim of the 2015 Mother Emanuel shoot-
ing, said to her mom’s killer: I forgive 
you. 

If she can do it, I can, too. 
Ethel, thank you for being a beacon 

of forgiveness for Christians out there 
in the world to know forgiveness can 
happen. 

I don’t want to forgive. I don’t want 
to, but I know that, as a woman of 
faith, I have to, but, also, the Bible re-
minds us that forgiveness does not for-
feit justice. 

In Romans 12:19, it says: ‘‘Beloved, 
never avenge yourselves, but leave it to 
the wrath of God, for it is written: 
‘Vengeance is mine, and I will repay, 
says the Lord.’ ’’ 

Today, we are getting justice. As a 
woman of faith, I draw strength from 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, and 
Christ confronted injustice wherever he 
saw it. 

I will not stand silently by while 
abuse is excused, while it is hidden, and 
while it is ignored. I will fight to pro-
tect victims. I will fight to hold abus-
ers accountable. And I will fight to en-
sure every woman and child has the 
safety and security they deserve. 

As Gisele Pelicot said: ‘‘Shame must 
change sides.’’ 

I no longer live in the shadows. I no 
longer live in shame. I live in the light. 
So thank you, Gisele, for being fearless 
in fighting for your justice. 

I want to recognize J.K. Rowling for 
her resilience in speaking out for 
women and girls. She, her message, has 
kept me pushing forward on days when 
I didn’t think I had anything left. 
There are an untold number of groups 
working around the clock to support 
women, I thank you, too. 

I spent countless hours working on 
legislation to protect women and girls 
since this deeply traumatic event. 

I want to thank my staff, who are 
here and who are watching, for work-
ing on this legislation. They have 
worked incredibly hard to deliver. 

Women have rights. Women have the 
right to privacy. We have the right not 
to be filmed. We have the right not to 
be raped. We have the right not to be 
intimidated and harassed. We have the 
right to feel safe and secure. 

There is more work to be done yet, 
but to my staff and to my team: You 
are making an enormous difference for 
women and girls everywhere. We have 
filed over a dozen bills in the last 14 
months since this has happened. 

My bill, the Sue VOYEURS Act, cre-
ates a civil right of action for victims 
of voyeurism. 

The Stop VOYEURS Act expands a 
very narrow criminal prohibition 
against video voyeurism at the Federal 
level. 

H.R. 7567 addresses deepfakes. 
The Violence Against Women by Ille-

gal Aliens Act deports rapists and 
pedophiles. 

The Safe Shelters Act prohibits sex 
offenders from entering or using the 
services of emergency shelters. 

The Rape Shield Enhancement Act is 
to protect the women who are raped 
and to protect their privacy. 

My bill, the Stop the Invasion of 
Women’s Spaces Act, defunds any enti-
ty who allows an individual to use a 
single-sex facility that does not cor-
respond with their biological sex. 

The Protecting Women’s Private 
Spaces Act prohibits people from using 
single-sex facilities on Federal prop-
erty other than those corresponding 
with their biological gender. 

The Prison Rape Prevention Act en-
sures and requires inmates to be 
housed based on their biological sex so 
that women can’t be raped by a man 
who thinks he is a woman. 

The VANISH Act addresses revenge 
porn. 

H.R. 8180 increases the civil penalty 
for revenge porn. 

H.R. 1579 prohibits Members and oth-
ers from using single-sex facilities 
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other than those corresponding with 
their gender. 

It is not just Federal law, but State 
law needs to be addressed, too. 

In South Carolina, State law 16–17– 
470 makes voyeurism and Peeping Tom 
first offenses a misdemeanor, not a fel-
ony. It is a couple-hundred-dollar fine 
and a few years in jail if—if—they pros-
ecute you, and if they get a conviction 
on that prosecution, which they don’t 
want to prosecute, by the way. 

If you would like to work on legisla-
tion with us, our office is open. You 
can go to mace.house.gov/women, and 
we will work with you. 

Some will ask why am I speaking 
out? 

I was horrified about what I uncov-
ered and cannot stand silent and do 
nothing about it. Being quiet is not in 
my DNA, especially when I see wrong-
doing. 

The probability these predators are 
continuing their abuse and crimes 
against women right now as I speak, as 
I give this speech right now, is very 
high. And if I found this many victims 
with this little effort, imagine how 
many victims are out there today. And 
so we will put up our hotline. 

If you call 843–212–7048, that is our 
hotline. If you are a victim, let us 
know. We will help you. 

But there are so many victims who 
may not even know they are victims 
yet. 

I am sounding the alarm on predators 
who are still roaming the streets of 
South Carolina, and our chief law en-
forcement officer, Attorney General 
Alan Wilson, knows it. 

You don’t wake up one day and say 
your first crime of your life, ever, is to 
premeditate a rape with you and your 
business partners, with your kids at 
home, and you film it. Who knows 
what else they have done over the 
years? 

To the men watching: Their next vic-
tim could be your daughter, your sis-
ter, your wife. 

To the women watching tonight: 
Their next victim could be you. 

I feel duty bound to protect these 
women and girls with every ounce of 
my being. I am one of you. We are no 
different. We are cut from the same 
cloth, victimized by the same men, and 
I am here for you. 

Do I trust South Carolina’s attorney 
general to bring these women justice? 
No. I do not. 

Even today, they are saying I don’t 
know how the law works, as they con-
descendingly talk down to a victim. 

Let me advise you, Mr. Attorney 
General: If you go to your website, it is 
your duty to prosecute rape and sexual 
assault and sex trafficking, which you 
bragged about protecting women and 
girls for the last 15 years. You have 
done nothing about it. And you refused 
to act when you were given, on a silver 
platter, a plate of evidence—videos, 
photos, witnesses, victims of this, and 
you turn the other cheek. 

If Alan Wilson won’t do his job as at-
torney general, I will do it for him. I 

am duty bound to protect and find 
every single female victim out there, 
and I will do it. I will do it single- 
handedly if I have to. 

For too long, women have been told 
that speaking out against abuse is un-
becoming, that it diminishes us. But si-
lence is what diminishes us, and 
strength comes from shining light on a 
darkness. 

This is an incredibly difficult task. I 
have been attacked for standing up for 
women, for our dignity, for our safety, 
and for our rights. 

Just a few weeks ago, I was phys-
ically attacked by a pro-trans man for 
it, too. 

I will take all of the arrows and all of 
the attacks if it means I am taking 
these attacks for each and every one of 
you. I am doing this today because we 
can’t delay justice—justice victims 
like myself need to move forward. 

I have lived in fear. I have lived in 
pain. I have lived in agony, but, after 
today, I will live free. 

If you are a woman who has visited 
the home of Eric Bowman on Sullivan’s 
Island, South Carolina; if you are a 
woman who has visited the properties 
owned by Patrick Bryant and Brian 
Musgrave on Isle of Palms, South Caro-
lina; if you are a female employee of 
Patrick Bryant; if you are the wife of a 
male employee who works for him at 
any one of his companies 
headquartered in Mount Pleasant, 
South Carolina; if you are an underage 
girl anywhere near Patrick Bryant; if 
you have been anywhere near Patrick 
Bryant or Eric Bowman where there 
has been a cell phone recording device 
or any recording device or camera; if 
you believe you may have been drugged 
or incapacitated, raped, filmed, and 
photographed without your knowledge, 
permission, or consent by one or more 
of these men; or if you believe you may 
be a victim of the crimes I described 
today, we set up a hotline for you. 

If you will call or text 843–212–7048— 
when I see a problem, I will do any-
thing to fix it—you can call or text us. 

Like so many women, I have suffered 
tremendous consequences to my phys-
ical health. I have been diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder. I live 
looking over my shoulder. I endure 
sleepless nights. I have a form of 
vertigo related to my PTSD night-
mares, and the adverse health issues 
linger 14 months after this traumatic 
event—deeply traumatic event. 

I hit rock bottom last year, but as 
phoenix rose from the ashes, I, too, am 
coming back to life. My breakdown was 
my breakthrough, my devastation was 
my deliverance, and my God was my 
grace. 

I want to thank my children who are 
watching tonight. I want to thank my 
family. My mom is here tonight. She is 
up here. I love you. Thank you. 

I want to thank the Medical Univer-
sity of South Carolina for having one 
of the best sexual abuse trauma centers 
in the country. You saved my life and 
countless others, including some of the 
victims who are here tonight. 

To the women behind the scenes who 
shared their horror stories and who 
now lurk in the shadows out of real, 
terrifying fear about coming forward, I 
want to thank you, too, for your quiet 
courage. You know who you are, and 
you inspired me. You inspired me to 
keep going. 

Today, as I am standing here, not 
just as a Member of Congress but as a 
woman and as a survivor, fighting as 
hard—as hard as I can for other sur-
vivors, I am going to put this sticker 
on. My staff made it for me tonight, 
and it says in bold letters: Survivor. 

I am going to ask this sticker—we 
have many guests tonight, including 
some victims. I am going to ask those 
who are here on the floor tonight to 
put this sticker on and the lapel pins 
we made tonight that say: Survivor. 

I will be the loudest voice for those 
forced to stay silent. Living through 
my trauma and helping other women 
through theirs, all those victims of 
crimes we didn’t know had been com-
mitted—our bodies violated in ways 
none of us could comprehend. 

b 2000 

Today is about justice, and the belief 
we should do better, and we can do bet-
ter for every single woman and girl. 

I don’t want to hear a single excuse 
about what we can do for women. We 
can do it, and we can do it now. 

To anyone doing business with these 
men, know who you are doing business 
with. 

You are doing business with rapists. 
You are doing business with sex traf-
fickers, and you are doing business 
with Peeping Toms. 

Some of the properties where these 
crimes took place are listed on certain 
short-term rental sites like Airbnb and 
VRBO. I say this because there may 
have been hidden cameras in the prop-
erties at which these crimes took 
place. 

Some of the companies these preda-
tors are involved with have had or are 
trying to or might have now govern-
ment contracts with Federal and State 
and local governments. The govern-
ment should not do business with rap-
ists, sex traffickers, and Peeping Toms. 

I have many unanswered questions 
tonight. Were any children endan-
gered? Were any children raped? Were 
any underage girls victims? Did any 
children witness rape? Are there still 
underage children at the physical prop-
erty where the rapes occurred? How 
many recordings were taken of women 
on all these devices by all these men? 

I have found several devices. Were 
the recordings I saw of myself and all 
these women sold on the dark web? 
How many women were raped by these 
men? Who are all the victims of all of 
these men and will the victims, will 
these women, ever know? 

Had I never found out I was a victim, 
I would never have known to dig deep 
to find other victims. To the victims 
here tonight in the gallery, to the vic-
tims watching, my heart bleeds with 
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yours. We are one. We are the same. We 
are survivors together, and I will al-
ways, always be there for you no mat-
ter what. 

Today, I stand defiant with my fists 
in the air to say as loudly and as boldly 
as I can say: I have the courage, I have 
the strength, and I have the resilience 
to take on the challenges of this mo-
ment. To the naysayers who are out 
there, online, on the web and the press 
today living in my past, I want you to 
know I don’t live there anymore and 
your lies will never ever break me. 

In Genesis 19:26, when Lot and his 
wife were fleeing Sodom and Gomor-
rah, God said: Don’t look back. Lot’s 
wife looked back. She turned right into 
dust because she looked back when God 
said not to. 

Today, I am free. Today, I am moving 
forward and today, I am never looking 
back. 

Let us leave a legacy for our children 
that they can be proud of, a legacy of 
courage, a legacy of compassion, and a 
legacy of unyielding justice. Truth 
doesn’t cause the same fear as spin. 
Truth is peaceful, even in all of its 
awful and heinous brutality. 

To the victims of these predators, I 
pray for your protection, I pray for 
your courage, and I pray for your resil-
ience. 

In Ecclesiastes 4, it talks about the 
strength of a rope, how it is easily not 
broken. With one strand of a rope, you 
are weak. You won’t survive. Two 
strands of rope are better than one, but 
even then, it is not the best. But when 
you have three strands of a rope, you 
cannot be broken. 

So to the women tonight, the victims 
of these crimes, to women everywhere, 
women and girls all across the country, 
I want you to know you have the cour-
age and you have the bravery nec-
essary. You have the courage required 
and the voice needed in times like 
these to hold those accountable for 
their horrific abuses against you. 

Proverbs 27:17 says: Iron sharpens 
iron as one man sharpens another. I 
want to thank the citadel for being the 
iron that sharpened me in my youth. 

There is power in the brokenness we 
feel. Ladies, find your death goddess. 
Find that death goddess energy and use 
it. It is hard to explain to others who 
haven’t been in this place, who haven’t 
hit rock bottom, but for those of us 
that have, this death goddess energy is 
unmistakable and it is unstoppable. 

We don’t cower, we don’t hide, and 
we don’t shrink. We stand tall, and we 
rise. We are not destroyed. We say: No 
more. We fight back. And when we feel 
defeated, we fight harder. And when we 
need nourishment, we seek God’s wis-
dom. 

Your wound is my wound. Your 
wound is our wound. Your pain is our 
pain, and your fear is our fear. 

This is who you are, this is your spir-
it, and this is your superpower. Know I 
am standing on the battlefield with 
you. Know I am standing in the trench-
es with you. Know I am standing in 

your fight with you. Know I will al-
ways be your iron. 

May God bless the women who fell 
victim to the abuse of these monsters. 
May God bless the great State of South 
Carolina. May God bless the United 
States of America and every single 
woman and girl out there today. 

In my most humble voice, Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 6 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2025, at 10 a.m. for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–390. A letter from the President and 
Chair, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report of a violation of the Antideficiency 
Act, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1517(b); Public 
Law 97-258, Sept. 13, 1982 (as amended by 
Public Law 108-447, div. G, title I, Sec. 
1401(b)); (118 Stat. 3192); to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

EC–391. A letter from the Director, Public 
Affairs and Congressional Relations, Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency, trans-
mitting the Office’s 2024 Annual Report, pur-
suant to 12 U.S.C. 14; Feb. 18, 1875, ch. 80, 
Sec. 1 (as amended by Public Law 106-569, 
Sec. 1103(c)); (114 Stat. 3031); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

EC–392. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the Re-
port to Congress on Children’s Mental Health 
Initiative, FY 2022-2023, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 
290ff-4(c)(2); July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title V, Sec. 
565(c)(2) (as amended by Public Law 106-310, 
Sec. 3105(c)); (114 Stat. 1175); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–393. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration’s Report to Congress: Sui-
cide Prevention Resource Center FY 2023- 
2024; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

EC–394. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration Treatment, Recovery, and 
Workforce Support Grants Final Report, pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. 290ee-8(j)(2); Public Law 
115-271, Sec. 7183(j)(2); (132 Stat. 4070); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–395. A letter from the Executive Direc-
tor, Office of Information and Communica-
tions Technology and Services, Bureau of In-
dustry and Security, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s Major 
final rule — Securing the Information and 
Communications Technology and Services 
Supply Chain: Connected Vehicles [Docket 
No.: 250107-0005] (RIN: 0694-AJ56) received 
January 15, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

EC–396. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting a notifica-
tion of a federal vacancy and designation of 
acting officer, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); 
Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 
2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

EC–397. A letter from the Assistant Chief 
Counsel, Transportation Security Adminis-
tration, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s Major final 
rule — Minimum Standards for Driver’s Li-
censes and Identification Cards Acceptable 
by Federal Agencies for Official Purposes; 
Phased Approach for Card-Based Enforce-
ment [Docket No.: TSA-2023-0003] (RIN: 1652- 
AA77) received January 22, 2025, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

EC–398. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General, Office of Legislative Af-
fairs, Department of Justice, transmitting 
the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absen-
tee Voting Act Annual Report to Congress 
2024, pursuant to 52 U.S.C. 20307(b); Public 
Law 99-410, Sec. 105(b) (as amended by Public 
Law 111-84, Sec. 587(2)); (123 Stat. 2333); to the 
Committee on House Administration. 

EC–399. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General, Office of Legislative Af-
fairs, Department of Justice, transmitting 
the Department’s Appendix D submission to 
the GSA’s FY24 Governmentwide Section 508 
Assessment, pursuant to 29 U.S.C. 794d(d)(2); 
Public Law 105-220, title IV, Sec. 408(b); (112 
Stat. 1205); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–400. A letter from the Regulations Su-
pervisor, Office of Natural Resources Rev-
enue, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — 2025 Civil 
Monetary Penalty Inflation Adjustments 
[Docket No.: ONRR-2022-0003; DS63644000 
DR2000000.CH7000 256D1113RT] (RIN: 1012- 
AA37) received February 5, 2025, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mrs. FISCHBACH: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 122. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 77) to 
amend chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, to provide for en bloc consideration in 
resolutions of disapproval for ‘‘midnight 
rules’’, and for other purposes (Rept. 119–3). 
Referred to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. LAHOOD (for himself, Ms. 
DELBENE, Mr. FEENSTRA, Mr. SCHNEI-
DER, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and Mr. PA-
NETTA): 

H.R. 1152. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the applica-
tion of the mailbox rule to documents and 
payments electronically submitted to the In-
ternal Revenue Service; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. HARSHBARGER (for herself, 
Ms. SCHRIER, and Mr. BACON): 
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