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presence, helping working people se-
cure monumental victories.

I am proud to call Carl a friend and
one of my closest and most trusted ad-
visers. To some, he is a strategist, and
to others, he is an organizer. I think he
is a faithful interpreter of working-
class power and a whisperer of the pro-
letariat. To Carl, here is to our legacy
years.

REMEMBERING SERGEANT WIL-
LIAM HOWARD AND SERGEANT
EDGAR TORRES-TOVAR

(Mrs. HINSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. HINSON. Madam Speaker, I rise
today with a profound sense of 1oss.

Sergeant William Nathaniel Howard
of Marshalltown and Sergeant Edgar
Brian Torres-Tovar of Des Moines were
killed in action by ISIS terrorists
while serving on a counterterrorism
mission in Syria.

Yesterday, I had the solemn honor of
attending the dignified transfer of
these fallen heroes. No words can fully
capture the weight of that moment or
the depth of gratitude that we owe
these heroes and their families.

Mothers and fathers should never
have to bury their children. Our hearts
are broken for these Gold Star fami-
lies.

My husband, Matt, and I are mourn-
ing alongside you, and we join Ameri-
cans across the country asking our
Lord to hold close the families of the
fallen. Watch over our troops, and bless
our military families.

Sergeant Howard and Sergeant
Torres-Tovar represent the very best of
Iowa, and they will forever be remem-
bered as heroes.

———

TRIBUTE TO JOHN “FOOTY”
KROSS

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy
heart that I rise to pay tribute to my
dear friend and south Florida icon, the
legendary John ‘“‘Footy’’ Kross, who we
lost on December 13, 2025.

Footy helped wake up south Florida
for more than 30 years on the Y100
Morning Show, and his commitment to
community was second to none.

Footy was a mainstay in the south
Florida community, a passionate anti-
drug crusader, and an incurable chick-
en wing junkie.

Originally, he created Footy’s Wing
Ding, a chicken wing eating competi-
tion, as a fundraiser to aid Here’s Help,
a not-for-profit organization that as-
sists adults and children with sub-
stance abuse addictions.

Although the event began mainly as
a competition to crown the maker of
south Florida’s best chicken wings, it
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evolved over the years into a popular
spot for pop music’s hottest stars.

Each year, Footy’s Wing Ding
brought a host of celebrities to south
Florida to raise thousands of dollars
for charity, from Here’s Help to the
Sun Sentinel-WB Television Channel 39
Children’s Fund, and many others.

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to
honor his life and service to our com-
munity. There was no one with better
humor or good nature than Footy. I
know I speak for countless south Flo-
ridians when I say I will miss his
friendship, voice, and advocacy. May
his memory be for a blessing.

———
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CONGRATULATING RAINES HIGH
SCHOOL VIKINGS

(Mr. BEAN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, throughout history, Vikings were
known as fearless explorers and war-
riors who never backed down from a
challenge. That same spirit lives on in
Jacksonville, Florida, where Raines
High School Vikings have written their
own chapter of triumph by capturing
Florida’s Class 3A State football cham-
pionship in dramatic fashion.

In a thrilling 23-22 comeback victory
over Miami Northwestern, the Vikings
showed resilience, sealing the win—get
this, Madam Speaker—with a touch-
down pass with just 10 seconds to spare.

This remarkable finish marks the
fourth State title in the proud history
of the Raines football program. This
victory is a testament to the hard
work and fighting spirit of these stu-
dent athletes. Unlike the Vikings of
old, they emerged triumphant through
teamwork, preparation, and heart.

Madam Speaker, I congratulate
Raines High School. Jacksonville is
very proud.

KEEPING HEALTHCARE
AFFORDABLE

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to warn my colleagues of the
pending healthcare crisis that Congress
is allowing to happen. As Sergeant Fri-
day used to say: ‘‘Just the facts,
ma’am.”

I am speaking on behalf of the facts
that are impacting the people of the
San Joaquin Vallen in California, the
bread basket that puts food on Amer-
ica’s dinner table every night.

Yesterday, my colleagues on the
other side passed a partisan bill that
fails to renew the Affordable Care Act’s
enhanced premium tax credits that
help over 24 million American families
afford coverage.

In my district, over 65,000 families
risk losing Medicaid. Another 22,000
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families face higher premiums and out-
of-pocket costs. This also impacts the
hospitals and healthcare clinics which
provide that important care, especially
in rural areas. By the way, that is also
jobs.

Congress has a responsibility to pre-
vent families from being priced out of
the healthcare market. That is the bot-
tom line. There is a bipartisan solution
ready to go. Instead, we are going
home for the holidays. We are not ad-
dressing the issue.

Madam Speaker, I will not be leaving
town until we bring this measure to
the floor. Every American deserves re-
liable and afford healthcare.

———————

REMEMBERING WEST ORANGE-
STARK COACH DAN HOOKS

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, today we remember Coach Dan
Hooks, a legend in Texas high school
football and a man who just meant so
much more to his community than just
wins and trophies.

For nearly 30 years at West Orange-
Stark High School, Coach Hooks
showed up every single day for his
players. He pushed them. He believed
in them. He held them to a higher
standard.

Yes, there were championships and
unforgettable Friday night lights.
What really mattered happened beyond
the scoreboard: the lessons about team-
work, discipline, and doing things the
right way.

Coach Hooks wasn’t just preparing
young men for football games. He was
preparing them for life. Long after the
cheers faded and the stadium lights
went dark, those lessons stayed with
them and carried on for generations to
come.

Madam  Speaker, his influence
reached far beyond the field. It is why
this community will always carry his
name with pride. Coach Dan Hooks
built men, built a program, and built a
legacy that will live on in West Orange
for generations.

SPEEDING UP FLOW OF FEMA
DOLLARS

(Ms. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ROSS. Madam Speaker, this
week I introduced the FEMA Adminis-
trative Reform Act to accelerate the
delivery of Federal disaster recovery
aid to western North Carolina.

All year, President Trump and his
administration have continued to with-
hold aid and politicize disaster relief.
In June, DHS Secretary Kristi Noem
implemented a policy requiring her
personal approval of any contract
above $100,000, including FEMA dis-
aster aid reimbursements. This result
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has been delay after delay and local
communities waiting endlessly for the
aid they desperately need.

Madam Speaker, my bill would re-
verse this disastrous policy and speed
up the flow of Federal dollars to west-
ern North Carolina and communities
across the country. It is clear that
Congress needs to take action. Our peo-
ple need the relief that Congress ap-
proved over a year ago.

————
RECOGNIZING SHARON MURPHY

(Mr. LANGWORTHY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Sharon
Murphy of Horseheads, New York, a
truly special public servant from New
York’s southern tier. For more than 15
years, Sharon served the people of New
York’s 23rd Congressional District with
professionalism, compassion, and a
genuine heart for service.

She was a steady presence in our
community, serving three consecutive
Members of Congress, and always put-
ting the people first. Known for her
kindness and reliability, Sharon often
worked behind the scenes to help fami-
lies through their most difficult mo-
ments. She took great pride in man-
aging our service academy nomina-
tions, helping young men and women
take their first steps toward a career
serving this Nation.

As Sharon Murphy enters her retire-
ment, I will miss having her on my
staff. I will miss her. My staff will miss
her. My community will miss her

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to join me in thanking Sharon Murphy
for her outstanding service and in
wishing her every happiness in this
next chapter of her life.

————

COUNTING BLESSINGS AND CELE-
BRATING LIGHT OVER DARK-
NESS

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I try to slow down at this
time of the year, a season of giving
thanks, coming together, and counting
blessings. It is a season, regardless of
one’s faith—maybe really because of
all of our faith traditions—to celebrate
light, light over darkness.

For 75 years, my community of Ab-
ington, Pennsylvania, has hosted an
interfaith Thanksgiving service. This
year, hundreds gathered at Temple-
Beth Am, warmly welcomed by Rabbi
Robert Leib.

Pastors and priests, rabbis and
imams, we were young and old, faith
leaders and civic leaders, and what was
clear from the readings and beautiful
song is our different faiths have so
much more in common. It is a common
call to lift one another, welcome the
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stranger, feed the hungry, mourn with
those who mourn, to love one another,
price peache over conflict, and recog-
nize our common humanity. It is
“Tikkun olam’’; ‘‘repair the world.”

This season, as we have come by a
way we did not know to the end of an-
other year, I am counting blessings and
focusing on the light.
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HONORING GLENN MILLER

(Mrs. GRIJALVA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a member of the Gri-
jalva team who has served this great
institution since 2003.

Glenn Miller was a trusted source of
wisdom, institutional knowledge, and a
sounding board to my father, Congress-
man Raul Grijalva.

Throughout his more than two dec-
ades of public service in Washington,
Glenn brought a mix that is hard to
find: brutal honesty and unrelenting
compassion.

His frank insight was instrumental
for the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee, including flagship efforts such
as the Donald McEachin Environ-
mental Justice for All Act and the Baaj
Nwaavjo I’tah Kukveni-Ancestral Foot-
prints of the Grand Canyon National
Monument.

During complex negotiations, Glenn
was the reason that every voice was
heard. His leadership produced endur-
ing reforms that will impact genera-
tions and continue to inspire Federal
policies that promise a cleaner, fairer
future where every community enjoys
clean air, clean water, open space, and
economic opportunity.

I thank Glenn for standing by my
dad’s side for 37 years and for all he has
done for me and my entire family. We
love Glenn.

STANDARDIZING PERMITTING AND
EXPEDITING ECONOMIC DEVEL-
OPMENT ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 4776.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WEBER of Texas). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Ar-
kansas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 951 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4776.

The Chair appoints the gentlewoman
from West Virginia (Mrs. MILLER) to
preside over the Committee of the
Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4776) to
amend the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 to clarify ambiguous
provisions and facilitate a more effi-
cient, effective, and timely environ-
mental review process, with Mrs. MIL-
LER of West Virginia in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Natural Resources
or their respective designees.

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Chair, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4776, the Standardizing Permit-
ting and Expediting Economic Develop-
ment Act.

The SPEED Act is a focused, bipar-
tisan effort to restore common sense
and accountability to Federal permit-
ting by reforming the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act, or NEPA.

When Congress passed NEPA in 1969,
it did so with the best of intentions. It
directed Federal agencies to consider
the environmental impacts of major
Federal actions.

Unfortunately, what was meant to
facilitate responsible development has
been twisted into a bureaucratic bot-
tleneck that delays investments in the
infrastructure and technologies that
make our country run.

The first Trump administration
found that the average NEPA environ-
mental impact statement between 2013
and 2018 totaled 575 pages and took 4.7
years to complete. A quarter of them
took 6 years or more, a glacial pace
that costs the economy more than $100
billion a year.

Madam Chair, what reward do project
sponsors get for persevering through
this slog? Too often, a gauntlet of pre-
meditated, predatory lawsuits. Nation-
ally, NEPA is the most litigated envi-
ronmental statute. According to the
Breakthrough Institute, just 10 envi-
ronmental organizations are respon-
sible for 35 percent of all NEPA law-
suits. On average, it takes over 4 years
to resolve NEPA-related litigation on
environmental impact statements. I
doubt there is a single Member of the
House who has not heard of a NEPA
horror story from a family construc-
tion company or a local official back
home. Today, the word ‘“NEPA” is
more synonymous with red tape and
waste than genuine environmental pro-
tection. The SPEED Act would restore
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