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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 18, 2025. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CAROL D. 
MILLER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Lord our God, in this time of year 
when many faith traditions celebrate 
the gift of divine light in a world of 
darkness, may we each come to ac-
knowledge that You alone are the 
source of all light. At creation, when 
the world was without form and empty 
of life, when darkness had dominion 
over the deep, Your spirit hovered over 
the waters, and You allowed Your light 
to break through the darkness and give 
us life. 

Try as we may to shed our own light 
on the issues that trouble us or to dis-
pel the darkness of our disagreements, 
it is only Your truth that can illu-
minate our lives and enlighten the way 
ahead. 

When we imagine it is our power that 
shapes the future, or our knowledge 
that grants us direction, remind us 
that it is only by Your blessing that 
anything we attempt will endure. 
Enter our lives this day and bring the 
light of Your salvation into our world 
in this season. 

Grant us renewed awareness that You 
are the one true light who comes from 

above and is above all. Humble us, that 
You would increase and we would de-
crease, so that Your light would shine 
unheeded, and we might receive Your 
hope and guidance this day and always. 

In Your eternal name, we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms. 
DEAN) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING UNION COUNTY 
WEST END FIRE COMPANY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Union County West End Fire Com-
pany for 75 years of dedicated service 
to the community. 

Founded in 1950, the Union County 
West End Fire Company has been an-

swering the call to serve the commu-
nity and protect their neighbors in 
times of need. Our volunteer fire-
fighters provide fire, rescue, and EMS 
services, often balancing it with day 
jobs and family commitments. 

These professionally trained volun-
teers are the backbone of fire protec-
tion and emergency response, espe-
cially in our rural communities. They 
are there in emergency situations like 
fires, car accidents, medical calls, and 
disaster response. Their commitment 
to service and teamwork is second to 
none. 

The Union County West End Fire 
Company gives back throughout the 
year, whether it is delivering turkeys 
to families during the holidays, escort-
ing local sports teams to the final 
round of playoff games, or celebrating 
championship wins. They truly are the 
heart of the community. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate the 
Union County West End Fire Company 
on 75 years of outstanding service. 

f 

HONORING CARL ROSEN 

(Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Carl 
Rosen, one of the legendary architects 
of working-class power in Chicago. 

As president of the United Electrical 
Workers, Carl has always understood 
that power is never given. It is orga-
nized, disciplined, and won. 

From the shop floor to the ballot 
box, he has been instrumental in build-
ing real power for working-class com-
munities. A master tactician and nego-
tiator, he knows when to apply pres-
sure, when to build alliances, and when 
to move decisively. 

From the Republic Windows fight to 
other moments that shaped Chicago’s 
political order, Carl has been a steady 
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presence, helping working people se-
cure monumental victories. 

I am proud to call Carl a friend and 
one of my closest and most trusted ad-
visers. To some, he is a strategist, and 
to others, he is an organizer. I think he 
is a faithful interpreter of working- 
class power and a whisperer of the pro-
letariat. To Carl, here is to our legacy 
years. 

f 

REMEMBERING SERGEANT WIL-
LIAM HOWARD AND SERGEANT 
EDGAR TORRES-TOVAR 

(Mrs. HINSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. HINSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with a profound sense of loss. 

Sergeant William Nathaniel Howard 
of Marshalltown and Sergeant Edgar 
Brian Torres-Tovar of Des Moines were 
killed in action by ISIS terrorists 
while serving on a counterterrorism 
mission in Syria. 

Yesterday, I had the solemn honor of 
attending the dignified transfer of 
these fallen heroes. No words can fully 
capture the weight of that moment or 
the depth of gratitude that we owe 
these heroes and their families. 

Mothers and fathers should never 
have to bury their children. Our hearts 
are broken for these Gold Star fami-
lies. 

My husband, Matt, and I are mourn-
ing alongside you, and we join Ameri-
cans across the country asking our 
Lord to hold close the families of the 
fallen. Watch over our troops, and bless 
our military families. 

Sergeant Howard and Sergeant 
Torres-Tovar represent the very best of 
Iowa, and they will forever be remem-
bered as heroes. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN ‘‘FOOTY’’ 
KROSS 

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Speaker, it is with a heavy 
heart that I rise to pay tribute to my 
dear friend and south Florida icon, the 
legendary John ‘‘Footy’’ Kross, who we 
lost on December 13, 2025. 

Footy helped wake up south Florida 
for more than 30 years on the Y100 
Morning Show, and his commitment to 
community was second to none. 

Footy was a mainstay in the south 
Florida community, a passionate anti- 
drug crusader, and an incurable chick-
en wing junkie. 

Originally, he created Footy’s Wing 
Ding, a chicken wing eating competi-
tion, as a fundraiser to aid Here’s Help, 
a not-for-profit organization that as-
sists adults and children with sub-
stance abuse addictions. 

Although the event began mainly as 
a competition to crown the maker of 
south Florida’s best chicken wings, it 

evolved over the years into a popular 
spot for pop music’s hottest stars. 

Each year, Footy’s Wing Ding 
brought a host of celebrities to south 
Florida to raise thousands of dollars 
for charity, from Here’s Help to the 
Sun Sentinel-WB Television Channel 39 
Children’s Fund, and many others. 

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to 
honor his life and service to our com-
munity. There was no one with better 
humor or good nature than Footy. I 
know I speak for countless south Flo-
ridians when I say I will miss his 
friendship, voice, and advocacy. May 
his memory be for a blessing. 

f 

b 0910 

CONGRATULATING RAINES HIGH 
SCHOOL VIKINGS 

(Mr. BEAN of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, throughout history, Vikings were 
known as fearless explorers and war-
riors who never backed down from a 
challenge. That same spirit lives on in 
Jacksonville, Florida, where Raines 
High School Vikings have written their 
own chapter of triumph by capturing 
Florida’s Class 3A State football cham-
pionship in dramatic fashion. 

In a thrilling 23–22 comeback victory 
over Miami Northwestern, the Vikings 
showed resilience, sealing the win—get 
this, Madam Speaker—with a touch-
down pass with just 10 seconds to spare. 

This remarkable finish marks the 
fourth State title in the proud history 
of the Raines football program. This 
victory is a testament to the hard 
work and fighting spirit of these stu-
dent athletes. Unlike the Vikings of 
old, they emerged triumphant through 
teamwork, preparation, and heart. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate 
Raines High School. Jacksonville is 
very proud. 

f 

KEEPING HEALTHCARE 
AFFORDABLE 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to warn my colleagues of the 
pending healthcare crisis that Congress 
is allowing to happen. As Sergeant Fri-
day used to say: ‘‘Just the facts, 
ma’am.’’ 

I am speaking on behalf of the facts 
that are impacting the people of the 
San Joaquin Vallen in California, the 
bread basket that puts food on Amer-
ica’s dinner table every night. 

Yesterday, my colleagues on the 
other side passed a partisan bill that 
fails to renew the Affordable Care Act’s 
enhanced premium tax credits that 
help over 24 million American families 
afford coverage. 

In my district, over 65,000 families 
risk losing Medicaid. Another 22,000 

families face higher premiums and out- 
of-pocket costs. This also impacts the 
hospitals and healthcare clinics which 
provide that important care, especially 
in rural areas. By the way, that is also 
jobs. 

Congress has a responsibility to pre-
vent families from being priced out of 
the healthcare market. That is the bot-
tom line. There is a bipartisan solution 
ready to go. Instead, we are going 
home for the holidays. We are not ad-
dressing the issue. 

Madam Speaker, I will not be leaving 
town until we bring this measure to 
the floor. Every American deserves re-
liable and afford healthcare. 

f 

REMEMBERING WEST ORANGE- 
STARK COACH DAN HOOKS 

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, today we remember Coach Dan 
Hooks, a legend in Texas high school 
football and a man who just meant so 
much more to his community than just 
wins and trophies. 

For nearly 30 years at West Orange- 
Stark High School, Coach Hooks 
showed up every single day for his 
players. He pushed them. He believed 
in them. He held them to a higher 
standard. 

Yes, there were championships and 
unforgettable Friday night lights. 
What really mattered happened beyond 
the scoreboard: the lessons about team-
work, discipline, and doing things the 
right way. 

Coach Hooks wasn’t just preparing 
young men for football games. He was 
preparing them for life. Long after the 
cheers faded and the stadium lights 
went dark, those lessons stayed with 
them and carried on for generations to 
come. 

Madam Speaker, his influence 
reached far beyond the field. It is why 
this community will always carry his 
name with pride. Coach Dan Hooks 
built men, built a program, and built a 
legacy that will live on in West Orange 
for generations. 

f 

SPEEDING UP FLOW OF FEMA 
DOLLARS 

(Ms. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ROSS. Madam Speaker, this 
week I introduced the FEMA Adminis-
trative Reform Act to accelerate the 
delivery of Federal disaster recovery 
aid to western North Carolina. 

All year, President Trump and his 
administration have continued to with-
hold aid and politicize disaster relief. 
In June, DHS Secretary Kristi Noem 
implemented a policy requiring her 
personal approval of any contract 
above $100,000, including FEMA dis-
aster aid reimbursements. This result 
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