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The material previously referred to
by Ms. BALINT is as follows:

Ms. Balint moves to recommit the bill H.R.
3492 to the Committee on the Judiciary with
instructions to report the same back to the
House forthwith, with the following amend-
ment:

At the end of the text, add the following:
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act, and the amendments made by
this Act, shall take effect on the date on
which the Comptroller General of the United
States determines that this Act will not
compromise the private medical records of a
minor or result in the arrest or prosecution
of a parent or health care provider for pro-
viding necessary health care.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Ms. BALINT. Madam Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

on

————
RELIABLE POWER ACT

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, pursuant to House Resolution 951, I
call up the bill (H.R. 3616) to require
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission to review regulations that may
affect the reliable operation of the
bulk-power system, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 951, the
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce,
printed in the bill, is adopted, and the
bill, as amended, is considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 3616

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reliable Power
Act’.

SEC. 2. COMMISSION REVIEW AND COMMENT FOR
COVERED AGENCY ACTIONS.

Section 215 of the Federal Power Act (16
U.S.C. 8240) is amended—

(1) in subsection (g)—

(A) by striking ‘“The ERO’ and inserting the
following:

““(1) IN GENERAL.—The ERO’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(2) ANNUAL LONG-TERM ASSESSMENT.—The
assessments under paragraph (1) shall include
an annual long-term assessment, which shall in-
clude—

“(A) an analysis of the ability of the bulk-
power system to supply sufficient electric energy
necessary to maintain an adequate level of reli-
ability, taking into account generation resource
mix, transmission development, and electric en-
ergy demand trends;

‘““(B) an analysis of the risk of future electric
energy supply shortfalls under normal and ex-
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treme weather conditions, and the risk of any
such shortfalls within each region of the bulk-
power system; and

“(C) a determination of whether additional
generation resources are mnecessary to supply
sufficient electric energy to maintain an ade-
quate level of reliability during the assessment
period.

““(3) NOTICE OF GENERATION INADEQUACY.—In
conducting a long-term assessment under para-
graph (2), if the ERO finds that the bulk-power
system is at risk of not having adequate genera-
tion resources to supply sufficient electric en-
ergy to maintain an adequate level of reliability,
the ERO shall publicly notify the Commission
that the bulk-power system is in a state of gen-
eration inadequacy.

““(4) DATA COLLECTION.—To conduct a long-
term assessment under paragraph (2), the ERO
may collect information and data from users,
owners, and operators of the bulk-power Sys-
tem.”’;

(2) by redesignating subsections (h) through
(k) as subsections (i) through (1), respectively;
and

(3) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing:

“(h) COMMISSION REVIEW AND COMMENT FOR
COVERED AGENCY ACTIONS.—

‘(1) NOTICE TO FEDERAL AGENCIES.—If the
ERO notifies the Commission under subsection
(9)(3) that the bulk-power system is in a state of
generation inadequacy, the Commission shall
promptly notify the Department of Energy, the
Environmental Protection Agency, and any
other Federal agency the Commission determines
appropriate of such state of generation inad-
equacy.

“(2) SUBMISSION.—Upon receiving notice
under paragraph (1), the head of each Federal
agency that received such mnotice shall provide
to the Commission for review and comment any
covered agency action by the Federal agency—

“(A) on the first date on which such covered
agency action is provided to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget or any other Federal agen-
cy for review and comment; or

“(B) if such covered agency action is not pro-
vided to the Office of Management and Budget
or any other Federal agency for review and
comment, not later than 90 days before the date
on which the covered agency action is published
in the Federal Register or is otherwise made
available for public inspection or comment.

“(3) COMMISSION COMMENTS.—The Commis-
sion, in consultation with the ERO and trans-
mission organizations, shall, by order, provide
to the agency head that provided to the Commis-
sion a covered agency action under paragraph
(2)—

“(A) comments on such covered agency ac-
tion, which such comments may include an as-
sessment of the effect of the covered agency ac-
tion on rates, terms, and conditions for services
pursuant to the authority of the Commission
under sections 201 and 206; and

“(B) if applicable, recommendations for modi-
fications to the covered agency action to prevent
a significant negative impact on the ability of
the bulk-power system to supply sufficient elec-
tric energy mecessary to maintain an adequate
level of reliability.

““(4) AGENCY RESPONSE.—The head of a Fed-
eral agency may not finalize a covered agency
action that is provided to the Commission under
paragraph (2) until—

“(A) the agency head responds in writing to
the Commission with an explanation of how the
agency head modified, or why the agency head
determined not to modify, such covered agency
action in response to any comments and rec-
ommendations provided by the Commission
under paragraph (3); and

“(B) the Commission finds that the covered
agency action will not be likely to have a sig-
nificant negative impact on the ability of the
bulk-power system to supply sufficient electric
energy mecessary to maintain an adequate level
of reliability.
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““(5) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF COMMENTS AND
RESPONSES.—An agency head shall include any
comments, recommendations, and responses for
the covered agency action when—

““(A) submitting the covered agency action to
the Federal Register for publication; or

‘““(B) otherwise making the covered agency ac-
tion available for public inspection or comment.

““(6) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) COVERED AGENCY ACTION.—The term
‘covered agency action’ means a regulation
that—

“(i) relates to, or otherwise directly affects,
any generation resource in the bulk-power sys-
tem; and

‘“(ii) is under development to be proposed or
otherwise under consideration in a rulemaking
prior to finalization on the date on which the
Federal agency receives notice from the Commis-
sion under paragraph (1).

‘““(B) FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term ‘Federal
agency’ means an Executive department (as that
term is defined in section 101 of title 5, United
States Code) or any other Executive agency that
is in the President’s cabinet.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, shall be debatable for 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce or their respective des-
ignees.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
WEBER) and the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. WEBER).
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
to revise and extend their remarks and
include extraneous material on H.R.
3616.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 3616, the Reliable Power Act,
sponsored by my colleague from Ohio’s
12th Congressional District, Mr. TROY
BALDERSON.

Put simply, this bill protects reli-
ability that is critical to the economy
as well as public health.

The bill protects the public from fu-
ture Federal rules that would force the
premature retirement of power genera-
tion that is absolutely essential to
keeping our grid reliable.

Madam Speaker, our Nation today is
confronting a reliability crisis. The
North American Electric Reliability
Corporation, which is the Nation’s
electric reliability organization, shows
vast regions of our Nation are at risk
for blackouts when weather events and
peak demand collide. It is only going to
get worse.

The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee has repeatedly heard from grid
authorities about the massive number
of premature retirements of baseload
power in our very own electric system.
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These retirements take much-needed
energy out of the grid system without
adequate replacement of the types of
baseload power needed to maintain re-
liability.

The numbers are staggering, Madam
Speaker. Over the next decade, 115GW
of power is expected to come offline
while 1561GW of demand is needed to
come online. Do that math.

For too long, radical green activists
in the Obama and Biden administra-
tions were able to hijack environ-
mental agencies with no authority over
the grid to force shutdowns of power
plants without regard to the impacts
on that very reliability I said we de-
pend on.

Madam Speaker, if the Biden EPA’s
radical clean power plan 2.0 had gone
forward, it would have shut down most
of the Nation’s coal-fired power and
threatened the closing of a substantial
number of existing gas generation
plants to disastrous effect.

We cannot—we must not—let Federal
agencies with no authority over elec-
tric reliability undermine that very
vital electric service. Congress already
established the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission as the reliability
authority, but when FERC is needed
most, there is no requirement that its
expert views should be accommodated.
This bill fixes that. Let me repeat: This
bill fixes that.

During periods of increased reli-
ability risks, FERC, informed by the
technical expertise of grid operators
and NERC, can require changes before
a rule can be finalized. FERC will not
stop agencies from pursuing their pol-
icy responsibilities effectively. It just
protects reliable power.

The legislation is necessary to pro-
vide a mechanism to adjust Federal
rules to ensure they protect electric re-
liability, which is so essential, Mr.
Speaker, to the economy, our public
health, and, yes, our safety.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 3616, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to H.R. 3616, yet another Repub-
lican bill that puts large corporate pol-
luters over people. At a time when
American families are struggling with
rising monthly energy bills, this legis-
lation does nothing to address the af-
fordability crisis.

Electricity prices continue to go up.
They have increased by 13 percent just
since President Trump took office, and
they are about to get worse as the Re-
publicans’ big, ugly bill is expected to
increase those prices another 61 per-
cent.

You would think Republicans would
want to do something to address the af-
fordability crisis, but this is just more
of the same from them. They refuse to
address healthcare affordability, and
this afternoon, they continue to ignore
the crisis with regard to electricity.

I guess we shouldn’t be surprised.
After all, they just blindly follow
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President Trump, who simply does not
care. He does not believe the afford-
ability crisis is real. In fact, he re-
cently said: ‘“‘Affordability is a Demo-
crat scam.” That is what he actually
said. The President should tell that to
the hardworking families who are fac-
ing skyrocketing prices across the
board. It is a crisis, and Republicans
are simply ignoring it.

This bill is basically a thinly veiled
attempt by Republicans to obstruct
any future administration’s EPA regu-
lations that keep our air, lands, and
water clean. This bill would allow the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, or FERC, to block any regulation
from any other agency under certain
circumstances. It takes what should be
an apolitical process, a neutral review
of the reliability of our Nation’s elec-
tric sector, and twists it into a fully
partisan exercise. That is why we
should reject this bill entirely.

Right now, a number of Federal agen-
cies have authorities that could impact
the power sector. FERC and the De-
partment of Energy have the ability to
comment on those regulations if they
have concerns and work through the
interagency review process to ensure
that those concerns are heard.

FERC Commissioners in recent years
have not been shy about using their
powers to publicly highlight and com-
ment on Federal actions that they
deem flawed or insufficient. Agencies
can, and do, respond to that feedback,
as we saw with the EPA during the pre-
vious administration.

What no agency has the power to do
now is to arbitrarily block another
agency’s regulations that Congress
gave that agency the power to make.
That is simply ridiculous.

If Republicans have their way, agen-
cies would not only have to seek review
from the Office of Management and
Budget but will also have to ask per-
mission from FERC to see if FERC
likes the regulation or not. If not, even
if the White House likes the regulation,
the agency can’t finalize it.

If that is not bad enough, FERC tes-
tified before the Energy and Commerce
Committee that it does not even have
the capacity and expertise necessary to
investigate every other agency’s regu-
lation for the impacts that they will
have on electric reliability. That was
before the staff attrition that has hit
FERC over the past 10 months.

The agency has lost over 11 percent
of its staff through September. Who
knows how many additional staff have
left over the last 3 months because you
know that the President is wanting to
fire everybody.

Let me just review this, again, be-
cause I don’t want to be too bureau-
cratic here, Mr. Speaker. House Repub-
licans want FERC to do something it
has no ability to do, that would politi-
cize our Nation’s electric reliability
regulator, and that would make FERC
into a super-authority with powers ri-
valing those of certain White House of-
fices.
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This is all to Kkill regulations that
keep our air clean and our water drink-
able. That is what this is all about.
Let’s not pretend that House Repub-
licans are worried about regulations
coming from the Trump administra-
tion. They knew those regulations were
all going to destroy whatever clean air
or clean water we have.

Instead, they are worried about the
next time we have a President who ac-
tually cares about protecting public
health and the environment, a Presi-
dent who wants to restore the bedrock
environmental laws that the Repub-
licans have gotten rid of.

Republicans then want to use this
bill as a shield to protect polluters. If
the polluter now, under a new Presi-
dent, isn’t going to have the protec-
tion, and the public is going to have
the protection to make sure that the
water and the air are clean, then they
want to make sure they have some
shield to protect the polluters.

We shouldn’t let them do that. That
is not what we are supposed to do. We
are supposed to worry about the public.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no,” and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. ALLEN).

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend from Texas for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3616, the Reliable Power Act, of
which I am a proud cosponsor.

My home State of Georgia has been
named the number one State to do
business in for 12 consecutive years,
making it a popular destination for
new manufacturing facilities and data
centers. While I join Georgians in wel-
coming these economic drivers to our
State, it also presents increased de-
mand for our grid that we must ad-
dress.

We know electricity demand is ex-
pected to grow significantly over the
next several years, which means this
body has a duty to ensure our constitu-
ents have a dependable grid that meets
the needs of hardworking families.
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Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, both the
Obama and Biden-Harris administra-
tions were guilty of using the EPA to
promote radical policy designed to
drive out baseload generation in favor
of wind and solar, which simply cannot
assure adequate grid reliability. It in-
creases the risk of rolling blackouts.

H.R. 3616 will correct that very prob-
lem by improving Federal rulemaking
to ensure that future regulations im-
pacting power generation will not
harm electricity reliability, especially
in already vulnerable regions.

Under this bill, if FERC finds that a
proposed rule will have a significant
impact on reliability, the rule cannot
be finalized. That is about as common-
sense as it gets.

Mr. Speaker, the United States has
an abundant energy supply. The ques-
tion we must ask ourselves is not if we
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have enough energy resources but can
we produce energy at the necessary
levels to meet the growing demand?
The Reliable Power Act will help us do
just that, and I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on
H.R. 3616.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. CAS-
TOR), the ranking member of our Sub-
committee on Energy.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Ranking Member PALLONE for
yielding the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
H.R. 3616. It is another Republican bill
that fails to address skyrocketing elec-
tric bills that are a part of the overall
affordability squeeze that is gripping
the country right now.

What should we be doing on the floor
of the House right now?

We should bring up the discharge pe-
tition to make sure that healthcare
costs don’t skyrocket for 20 million
Americans and 4.7 million Floridians
back home in the Sunshine State.

Now that the discharge petition has
the necessary number of votes to come
to the floor and extend those lifesaving
and cost-saving ACA tax credits, we
should be doing that instead. That
would have a real impact. That would
send a great sign to folks back home
who are struggling with the rising cost
of living and are wondering how they
will pay for their health coverage next
year. That would really help our neigh-
bors back home. Alas, we are not doing
that.

At a time when prices are up, infla-
tion is up, and despite the Republican
promises to do something about it, all
of their bills and their policies are
making it worse and making life even
more expensive. Household electricity
prices are up across America by about
13 percent and a lot higher in some
places.

Why is that the case? First of all, the
big, ugly bill that Republicans passed
in July to provide tax breaks to the
wealthy and well-connected took away
tax credits to keep cleaner, cheaper en-
ergy producing across America. They
ripped away rebates for households to
help them afford the cost of upgrading
their homes, making their lives more
energy efficient.

Also, these arbitrary Trump tariffs
are at the highest levels since the
1930s. We see it in our grocery bills, but
it is also impacting electricity costs.
Costs are way up for poles and wires
and things that we import for our elec-
tricity systems. Those are being passed
along to consumers.

The Trump administration has can-
celed hundreds of projects across Amer-
ica, some that were permitted and ap-
proved, ready to bring cleaner and
cheaper energy onto the grid to help
keep electricity prices lower. All of
that is a recipe for skyrocketing elec-
tricity bills.

What do Republicans in Congress do?
They keep bringing these random bills
to the floor to boost the profits of pol-
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luters. This bill is a good example of
that.

This bill would elevate the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission above
any other Federal agency, give it un-
precedented veto power, and transform
it and the North American Electric Re-
liability Corporation into political ac-
tors. That is a world away from the
independent agencies that they are
now where they act in the public inter-
est and not in the interest of polluters.

Mr. Speaker, FERC doesn’t even
want this power. They lack the capac-
ity and the staff for this highly tech-
nical work.

When we discussed this bill 2 years
ago, David Ortiz, then FERC’s Director
of the Office of Electric Reliability,
testified before the Energy and Com-
merce Committee that FERC couldn’t
execute on the bill because FERC does
not have the capacity to assume other
agencies’ expertise. That was before
FERC lost 11 percent of its staff—hard-
working public servants—due to res-
ignations and layoffs under the Trump
administration.

This bill doesn’t do anything to pro-
vide FERC with the staff or funding
they would need to implement the bill.
No, it doesn’t. Polluters simply want
to short-circuit any oversight of their
higher costs and pollution. That is
what this is about.

FERC already has the power to inter-
vene and comment on agency rule-
making dockets if they think there
could be a reliability issue, as does
NERC, as does any of the grid opera-
tors, and any utility. This polluter-
friendly bill is a way to sabotage clean-
er and cheaper energy, however, and
energy storage. It is a recipe for higher
costs and electric bills for American
families.

Regional grid operators have the nec-
essary expertise and staffing to main-
tain reliability on their grids already.
Regional operators know that there are
cheaper, cleaner, and more reliable en-
ergy sources available, not just expen-
sive coal and gas.

There are modern grid solutions that
the committee has refused to take up
this year. That is another reason elec-
tric bills are so high. There are solu-
tions like energy storage, demand re-
sponse, grid-enhancing technologies,
and regional and interregional coordi-
nation that can provide reliability at a
lower price with less pollution.

Republicans also don’t want us to
know that, while this bill gives FERC
more responsibilities that it cannot
meet and does not want, the Trump ad-
ministration has been busy gutting the
agencies that are already working to
ensure that we have a reliable grid.

For example, the Trump Department
of Energy eliminated the Grid Deploy-
ment Office last month. That was an
office created under the bipartisan in-
frastructure law to manage important
and cost-saving investments to make
our grid more reliable. Over $3 billion
in grid deployment investments were
cut in October.
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The real Republican mantra should
be a less reliable grid with higher costs
because that is what this year has pro-
duced. Republican energy policy is cre-
ating a less reliable environment for
businesses, making it harder for com-
panies to invest in America.

Just yesterday, Ford announced they
were laying off all 1,600 employees at
their battery manufacturing plant in
Glendale, Kentucky. In October, on top
of the grid modernization cuts at the
Department of Energy, DOE canceled
321 awards, totaling $8 billion in fund-
ing. The largest award was $316 million
to support the manufacture of compo-
nents from recycled EV batteries in
Kentucky. That would have helped us
compete with Chinese batteries.

Mr. Speaker, $197 million was sup-
posed to help a plant in St. Louis pro-
ducing 30,000 metric tons annually of
critical minerals products. Mr. Speak-
er, $117 million was intended to support
production of synthetic graphite, in-
cluding construction of a large plant in
Alabama. Also, $31 million was cut
that was going to build an advanced
glass factory at the site of an old coal
plant in Detroit.

As a result, the United States will
have less capacity to support real and
reliable power. This bill does not solve
problems. It doesn’t tackle the afford-
ability crisis. It makes it worse. It
doesn’t even support more reliable
power. Republicans are just trying to
slap a new permitting reform label on
bad ideas that they have never been
able to pass into law.

Here we are, the last week in session
this year, Mr. Speaker, and Repub-
licans have not brought a single bill to
the floor of the House that would lower
costs for hardworking families. They
have no new ideas here. They have no
ideas on how to make energy more af-
fordable for everyday Americans and
no ideas to help us out of this
healthcare crisis.

Mr. Speaker, people really deserve
better. They deserve better over the
holidays, and they deserve better from
this Congress. I urge my colleagues to
vote against the bill.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. BALDERSON), the author of
this bill.
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Mr. BALDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Vice Chair WEBER for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, America’s electric grid
is facing a reliability crisis, one cre-
ated by heavyhanded Federal
rulemakings that prioritize politics
and ignore the realities of power gen-
eration and the needs of American fam-
ilies. That is why I rise today in sup-
port of my bill, the Reliable Power Act.

Under the Biden administration, Fed-
eral agencies pushed out rapid-fire cli-
mate rules and mandates with little co-
ordination and even less account-
ability. Instead of listening to grid op-
erators, they raced to advance extreme
policies that threaten our most depend-
able power sources with the American
people paying the price.
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The Reliable Power Act puts an end
to this by preventing Federal rules
from moving forward if they threaten
the ability of the grid to keep the
lights on. This legislation ensures
proper coordination between FERC, the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, and Federal agencies proposing
regulations that could affect the power
generation and grid reliability.

It strengthens Federal account-
ability, streamlines communication,
and puts in place commonsense guard-
rails needed to protect the bulk of the
power system.

Since introducing this bill in the
spring, I have heard from energy lead-
ers across Ohio—energy co-ops, utili-
ties, manufacturers, and grid opera-
tors—who all say the same thing: Reg-
ulatory chaos driven by climate activ-
ists is putting grid reliability at risk
and driving up costs.

Just look at this map I have with me
today. You can see for yourself how
shortsighted policies can drive up elec-
tricity costs from one State to the
next. When Democratic States side-
lined reliable, conventional fuels and
mandated rushed transition to renew-
ables, consumers paid more.

I don’t know about New York or Cali-
fornia, but Ohio cannot afford rolling
blackouts, price spikes, or uncertainty
about whether our grid can meet future
demand.

Earlier this year, the Department of
Energy released a reliability report
warning that blackouts could increase
by 100 percent by 2030.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YAKYM). The time of the gentleman has
expired.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentleman from Ohio.

Mr. BALDERSON. The Reliable
Power Act directly responds to those
concerns. First, it requires NERC, the
electricity reliability organization, to
conduct annual long-term assessments
of the bulk power system. If NERC
finds the grid is at risk of inadequate
generation, it must notify FERC.

FERC must then notify the Depart-
ment of Energy, the EPA, and other
relevant agencies. Once notified, those
agencies must send the proposed rules
back to FERC for review, comment,
and recommendations to prevent se-
vere impacts on grid reliability.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support this
bipartisan, commonsense legislation to
ensure that no future administration
or unelected Federal bureaucrat can
unilaterally jeopardize grid reliability.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have a lot of respect
for the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BALDERSON), who just spoke, but the
bottom line is that I think it is dis-
honest for Republicans to claim that
the cost of compliance with environ-
mental regulations is driving up utility
prices.

The regulatory chaos that the gen-
tleman from Ohio mentions is created
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by the Trump administration. Since
President Trump took office, his ad-
ministration has created tremendous
regulatory uncertainty through DOGE,
senseless tariffs, and unprecedented ex-
ecutive actions. As a result, as I men-
tioned, electricity prices are up 13 per-
cent, and natural gas prices are up 8
percent since the President took office.

Mr. Speaker, this holiday season,
Americans are struggling to afford
record-high utility bills and sky-
rocketing grocery prices. Donald
Trump and the Republican Party were
elected on their promise to bring prices
down. Instead, the Republican Party is
about to become the grinch who stole
Christmas. They want to let the Af-
fordable Care Act credits that kept
health insurance affordable for families
expire on January 1.

This bill, the Reliable Power Act,
would let the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, or FERC, kill any
environmental regulations they don’t
like. In other words, this bill would
make Americans sicker as health in-
surance prices are skyrocketing.

Republicans in Congress are just not
delivering on their promise to bring
down prices. The big, ugly bill will in-
crease electricity prices for American
families by 61 percent. Instead of pass-
ing partisan bills this week that would
increase energy prices, Republicans
should be working with us and Demo-
crats on bipartisan proposals that can
decrease energy bills.

Mr. Speaker, Americans are just beg-
ging for relief on skyrocketing prices,
and President Trump’s only response
has been to call the affordability crisis
the ‘“‘Democratic hoax.”” His rhetoric is
an insult to the American people, but
my Democratic colleagues and I are
taking the affordability crisis very se-
riously. We hear the concerns of the
public, and we strongly urge our Re-
publican colleagues to come to the
table to pass commonsense legislation
that brings prices down for the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. ONDER).

Mr. ONDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 3616, the Reliable
Power Act.

Mr. Speaker, if the Democrats cared
one whit about affordability, they
would join me in that support. In Mis-
souri’s Third Congressional District,
families, farmers, and manufacturers
rely on affordable, dependable elec-
tricity. Our district is powered by a di-
verse mix of nuclear, hydropower, nat-
ural gas, and coal. That diversity is a
strength, which is why Missouri con-
sistently enjoys lower energy bprices
than the rest of the Nation.

However, reliability is threatened
when Washington policies force pre-
mature plant closures and prioritize
ideology over affordability. The Reli-
able Power Act restores common sense.
It ensures that grid reliability is not
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sacrificed and that critical baseload
generation is protected when reli-
ability is at risk.

This bill protects consumers from
price hikes, safeguards American man-
ufacturing, and keeps power flowing in
communities like mine.

Mr. Speaker, reliable power is not a
luxury. It is essential.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 3616.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I stress again that the
President promised to cut Americans’
power bills in half. Instead, he and his
Republican accomplices in the House
are causing those prices to soar with
their backward policies and, essen-
tially, their war on cheaper, clean en-
ergy.

Thanks to Republicans, electricity
prices are climbing more than twice as
fast as inflation, and more than 80 mil-
lion Americans are struggling to pay
their utility bills. Many of these Amer-
icans are having to make the impos-
sible choice of either paying for hous-
ing, medicine, and food, or Kkeeping
their lights on.

Let me just give some examples.
Since President Trump took office,
electricity prices are up, 13 percent na-
tionwide, as I mentioned. However, in
Iowa, they are up 23 percent. In North
Carolina, they are up 21 percent. In
Pennsylvania, they are up 16 percent.

Mr. Speaker, electricity prices aren’t
the only bills that are skyrocketing.
Residential natural gas prices are now
8 percent higher than they were a year
ago nationally, but, again, 19 percent
in Pennsylvania, 14 percent in Wis-
consin, and 13 percent in North Caro-
lina.

We mentioned that the big, ugly bill
will raise electricity prices by a stag-
gering 61 percent over the next decade
due to its attacks on cleaner and
cheaper energy and its crippling of the
American clean energy industry.

The big, ugly bill destroyed tax cred-
its that were designed to incentivize
developers to build more domestic en-
ergy projects, raising barriers to those
buildings in the process, and it will
half the deployment of cheap, renew-
able American energy and imperil our
power grid. These historic price hikes
are on top of the $29 billion in elec-
tricity bill rate hikes that utility com-
panies have requested since the start of
President Trump’s term.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t want to just
talk about prices because the bottom
line is we are also talking with this bill
about a cost to Americans’ health and
safety.

This bill allows FERC to override
regulations established by other agen-
cies. This is the Christmas gift to some
of the Nation’s largest polluters. Think
about that. FERC, which has no exper-
tise in public health or environmental
protections, would just be able to stop
another agency’s regulation meant to
protect public health.

These are regulations that are re-
sponsible for safe drinking water, for
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reducing air pollution, and preventing
exposure to cancer-causing chemicals.
We are not just talking about price in-
creases here that the Trump adminis-
tration has imposed. We are also talk-
ing about the impact on health and
people’s ability to breathe and drink
clean water.

By advancing this bill, Republicans
are telling communities that their
health and safety is not a priority. Pol-
lution is exacerbating your child’s
asthma. Who cares? Your water may be
contaminated. That is nothing to
worry about. We don’t care.

Other agencies spent years crafting
regulations, often after an extensive
analysis that shows that the benefits of
that regulation from a health and safe-
ty point of view outweighs the costs.
However, this bill would throw all of
that out the door by allowing FERC,
which has no expertise in these areas,
to just say ‘‘no,” and FERC doesn’t
even want to do it. They told us.

As the ranking member of the En-
ergy Subcommittee, Ms. CASTOR, said—
they literally told us at the com-
mittee—that they didn’t want to do
this and didn’t have the capacity to do
it.

J 1630

We have made so much progress in
the United States on environmental
protection over the last 50 years. Our
Nation’s rivers used to catch fire. Now,
they don’t. Smog used to surround our
cities, particularly Los Angeles. Now,
it doesn’t.

President Trump and House Repub-
licans want to undo all of that. They
have waged an all-out war against pub-
lic health, and this bill is just one piece
of that.

If my colleagues care about public
health, if they care about prices, if
they want to make sure people can
breathe and can still pay their elec-
tricity bills, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this bill. It just makes common
sense.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Ohio’s 12th
Congressional District, TROY
BALDERSON, for sponsoring this impor-
tant legislation.

H.R. 3616, the Reliable Power Act,
provides a critical tool to protect the
public from future Federal rules that
would force the premature retirement
of power generation that is absolutely
essential to keeping our grid reliable.

The Reliable Power Act, Mr. Speak-
er, is about safety. It is about security.
It is also, quite frankly, about afford-
ability. There is nothing more expen-
sive, Mr. Speaker, than a blackout, a
rolling blackout. I know.

There is nothing more costly than
green visions that drive out affordable
power for expensive overbuilding of
weather-dependent generation and
backup power. That is why these elec-
tric bills are rising.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford to let
radical rules destroy reliability in our
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great Nation. H.R. 3616 provides a way
to adjust proposed rules to absolutely
ensure good Federal policies while pro-
tecting electric reliability. A ‘‘yes”
vote on H.R. 3616 is a vote for that kind
of reliable power. There is nothing
more important for our electric policy
than that, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’ on H.R. 3616,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 951,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 33 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GIMENEZ) at 5 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Adoption of H. Con. Res. 61;

Adoption of H. Con. Res. 64;

Passage of H.R. 3616;

The motion to recommit H.R. 6703;

Passage of H.R. 6703, if ordered;

The motion to recommit H.R. 3492;
and,

Passage of H.R. 3492, if ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

December 17, 2025

DIRECTING THE PRESIDENT, PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION 5(c) OF THE
WAR POWERS RESOLUTION, TO
REMOVE UNITED STATES ARMED
FORCES FROM HOSTILITIES
WITH PRESIDENTIALLY  DES-
IGNATED TERRORIST ORGANIZA-
TIONS IN THE WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on adoption
of the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 61) directing the President, pursu-
ant to section 5(c) of the War Powers
Resolution, to remove United States
Armed Forces from hostilities with
presidentially designated terrorist or-
ganizations in the Western Hemi-
sphere, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 210, nays
216, not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 345]

The

YEAS—210

Adams Fletcher McCollum
Aguilar Foster McDonald Rivet
Amo Foushee McGarvey
Ansari Frankel, Lois McGovern
Auchincloss Friedman Meclver
Bacon Frost Meeks
Balint Garamendi Menendez
Barragan Garcia (CA) Meng
Beatty Garcia (IL) Mfume
Bell Garcia (TX) Min
Bera Gillen Moore (WI)
Beyer Golden (ME) Morelle
Bishop Goldman (NY) Morrison
Bonamici Gomez Moskowitz
Boyle (PA) Goodlander Moulton
Brown Gottheimer Mrvan
Brownley Gray Mullin
Budzinski Green, Al (TX) Nadler
Bynum Grijalva Neal
Carbajal Harder (CA) Neguse
Carson Hayes Norcross
Carter (LA) Himes Ocasio-Cortez
Casar Horsford Olszewski
Case Houlahan Omar
Casten Hoyer Pallone
Castor (FL) Hoyle (OR) Panetta
Castro (TX) Huffman Pappas
Cherfilus- Ivey Pelosi

McCormick Jackson (IL) Perez
Chu Jacobs Peters
Cisneros Jayapal Pettersen
Clark (MA) Jeffries Pingree
Clarke (NY) Johnson (GA) Pocan
Cleaver Johnson (TX) Pou
Clyburn Kamlager-Dove Pressley
Cohen Kaptur Quigley
Conaway Keating Ramirez
Correa Kelly (IL) Randall
Costa Kennedy (NY) Raskin
Craig Khanna Riley (NY)
Crockett Krishnamoorthi  Rivas
Crow Landsman Ross
Davids (KS) Larsen (WA) Ruiz
Davis (IL) Larson (CT) Ryan
Davis (NC) Latimer Salinas
Dean (PA) Lee (NV) Sanchez
DeGette Lee (PA) Scanlon
DeLauro Leger Fernandez Schakowsky
DelBene Levin Schneider
Deluzio Liccardo Scholten
DeSaulnier Lieu Schrier
Dexter Lofgren Scott (VA)
Dingell Lynch Scott, David
Doggett Magaziner Sewell
Elfreth Mannion Sherman
Escobar Massie Simon
Espaillat Matsui Smith (WA)
Evans (PA) McBride Sorensen
Fields McClain Delaney Soto
Figures McClellan Stansbury
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