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peace through strength, revealing war
criminal Putin lies, insulting and
mocking Trump.

As the New York Post editorialized,
Putin sent Witkoff and Jared Kushner
packing with yet more aerial assaults
on Ukrainian civilians. American pub-
lic support for Ukraine is growing.

———

HONORING LIEUTENANT GENERAL
KENNETH A. MINIHAN

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Lieutenant General
Kenneth A. Minihan, United States Air
Force, a transformative leader in
American intelligence who passed
away last month.

General Minihan spent 33 years in
uniform, advancing the security of our
Nation. Rising through the ranks, he
ultimately led all U.S. Air Force intel-
ligence efforts as Deputy Chief, Intel-
ligence, and subsequently held key
joint force positions, commanding both
the Defense Intelligence Agency and
the National Security Agency.

He guided the intelligence commu-
nity through its most consequential
transition from the Cold War to the In-
formation Age and pushed America to
prepare for a world where data, net-
works, and information would define
the next battlefield.

A visionary of what we now know is
cyberspace, he recognized the power
and risk associated with this
warfighting domain. He warned the Na-
tion about foreign intrusions into our
military networks, championed real-
time integrated military operations,
and built foundations of the cyber and
signals enterprise we depend on today.

His leadership created the structures,
culture, and historical stewardship
that still guide America’s intelligence
ideals. General Minihan was a man
dedicated to his intelligence
tradecraft, his Commander in Chief, his
Nation, and his family.

His service to country was strength-
ened by the steadfast devotion of his
wife, Barbara. She raised their family
through every military deployment
and every move, and supported mili-
tary spouses and children across the
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine
Corps with grace and compassion.

A son of Texas and a proud airman,
General Minihan leaves a legacy of
military and intelligence professionals
to carry his guidon into the future of a
strong and secure U.S. national secu-
rity enterprise.

On behalf of the House Intelligence
Committee and a grateful Nation, we
thank and honor Lieutenant General
Ken Minihan for a lifetime of extraor-
dinary service.

——
CELEBRATING TARBORO HIGH
SCHOOL VIKINGS

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the Tarboro High School Vi-
king football team is North Carolina’s
2A State champion.

The Vikings completed an amazing,
undefeated 15-0 season. The victory
marked the program’s 10th State
championship title and back-to-back
title wins.

He may go all the way, indeed. Sen-
ior Kamerin McDowell-Moore went all
the way. He was named the game’s
MVP, recording 15 tackles and 17 car-
ries for 190 yards and 3 touchdowns.

Coach Jeff Craddock is the absolute
GOAT. Many thanks to Principal Terry
Hopkins, coaches, parents, the Tarboro
community, and the entire Viking fam-
ily for their incredible support.

Mr. Speaker, when our student-ath-
letes succeed, the entire community
wins. What a victory for the Vikings.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Ferrari, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed bills of the
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 550. An act to provide for the equitable
settlement of certain Indian land disputes
regarding land in Illinois, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 748. An act to reaffirm the applicability
of the Indian reorganization Act to the
Lytton Rancheria of California, and for
other purposes.

S. 1510. An act to amend the Civil Rights
Cold Case Records Collection Act of 2018 to
strengthen the powers of the Civil Rights
Cold Case Records Review Board, and for
other purposes.

——
0 1210
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4776, STANDARDIZING

PERMITTING AND EXPEDITING
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACT;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1366, MINING REGU-
LATORY CLARITY ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 845, PET AND LIVESTOCK
PROTECTION ACT; PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R.
3616, RELIABLE POWER ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3632, POWER PLANT RELI-
ABILITY ACT OF 2025, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4371, KAYLA HAMILTON ACT

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 951 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 951

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4776) to amend
the National Environmental Policy Act of
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1969 to clarify ambiguous provisions and fa-
cilitate a more efficient, effective, and time-
ly environmental review process. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Natural Resources or their re-
spective designees. After general debate the
bill shall be considered for amendment under
the five-minute rule. The amendment in the
nature of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Natural Resources now print-
ed in the bill shall be considered as adopted
in the House and in the Committee of the
Whole. The bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as the original bill for the purpose of
further amendment under the five-minute
rule and shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill,
as amended, are waived. No further amend-
ment to the bill, as amended, shall be in
order except those printed in the report of
the Committee on Rules accompanying this
resolution. Each such further amendment
may be offered only in the order printed in
the report, may be offered only by a Member
designated in the report, shall be considered
as read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent,
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall
not be subject to a demand for division of the
question in the House or in the Committee of
the Whole. All points of order against such
further amendments are waived. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill, as amended, to the House with
such further amendments as may have been
adopted. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended,
and on any further amendment thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 1366) to provide for the location of
multiple hardrock mining mill sites, to es-
tablish the Abandoned Hardrock Mine Fund,
and for other purposes. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The amendment in the nature of a substitute
recommended by the Committee on Natural
Resources now printed in the bill shall be
considered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto, to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Natural Resources or their respective des-
ignees; and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 845) to require the Secretary of the
Interior to reissue regulations removing the
gray wolf from the list of endangered and
threatened wildlife under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The amendment in the nature of a substitute
recommended by the Committee on Natural
Resources now printed in the bill shall be
considered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto, to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
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divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Natural Resources or their respective des-
ignees; and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 4. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 3616) to require the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission to review regula-
tions that may affect the reliable operation
of the bulk-power system. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The amendment in the nature of a substitute
recommended by the Committee on Energy
and Commerce now printed in the bill shall
be considered as adopted. The bill, as amend-
ed, shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto, to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Energy and Commerce or their respective
designees; and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 5. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 3632) to amend the Federal Power
Act to adjust the requirements for orders,
rules, and regulations relating to furnishing
adequate service, to require owners or opera-
tors of generating facilities to provide notice
of planned retirements of certain electric
generating units, and for other purposes. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. The bill shall be considered
as read. All points of order against provi-
sions in the bill are waived. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and on any amendment thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce or their respective designees;
and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 6. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 4371) to amend the William Wilber-
force Trafficking Victims Protection Reau-
thorization Act of 2008 to enhance efforts to
combat the trafficking of children. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. The amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on the Judiciary now printed in
the bill shall be considered as adopted. The
bill, as amended, shall be considered as read.
All points of order against provisions in the
bill, as amended, are waived. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto, to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on the Judiciary or their respec-
tive designees; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. SCAN-
LON), pending which I yield myself such
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time
yielded is for the purpose of debate
only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
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bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the Committee on Rules
met last night and reported a rule,
House Resolution 951, providing for
consideration of six measures.

The rule provides for H.R. 4776, the
SPEED Act, to be considered under a
structured rule, making in order six
amendments. Additionally, it provides
1 hour of debate, equally divided and
controlled by the chair and the ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Natural Resources, or their respective
designees, and it provides for one mo-
tion to recommit.

Further, H.R. 1366, the Mining Regu-
latory Clarity Act, and H.R. 845, the
Pet and Livestock Protection Act, will
be considered under closed rules, with 1
hour of debate, each equally divided
and controlled by the chair and the
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, or their
respective designees, and provides each
with one motion to recommit.

Additionally, H.R. 3616, the Reliable
Power Act, and H.R. 3632, the Power
Plant Reliability Act of 2025, will each
be considered under closed rules, with 1
hour of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, or their respective
designees, with one motion to recom-
mit.

Finally, H.R. 4371, the Kayla Ham-
ilton Act, will be considered under a
closed rule, with 1 hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on the Judiciary, or
their respective designees, and provides
one motion to recommit.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
rule and in support of the underlying
legislation.

The rule before us gives this House
an opportunity to finally Dbegin
undoing the damage caused by years of
reckless regulatory overreach and eco-
nomic mismanagement driven by
Democrats’ failed policies.

Joe Biden may no longer be in the
White House, but American families
are still paying the price for his admin-
istration’s failures. Under President
Biden, this country experienced the
worst inflation spike in 40 years, and
we are still paying the price. Groceries
costs were more, housing costs were
more, transportation costs more, and
working families were left wondering
how much further their paychecks
could stretch.

Mr. Speaker, that pressure didn’t
stop there. Under Democratic leader-
ship, electricity prices surged by more
than 20 percent in many parts of the
country, including my own in New
York.

H5913

Families opened their utility bills
and asked a simple question: Why is
this getting so expensive so quickly?

The answer is clear: Democrats chose
ideology over affordability. They chose
mandates over reliability, and they
chose Washington control over simple,
plain common sense.

Mr. Speaker, the rule provides for
consideration of H.R. 4776, the SPEED
Act. For years, Democrats have taken
the well-intentioned National Environ-
mental Policy Act, or NEPA, and
twisted it far beyond its original pur-
pose.

NEPA was meant to be a common-
sense safeguard for our environment,
not a tool to block projects indefi-
nitely, but that is exactly how it is
being abused today. NEPA is now one
of the most litigated statutes in Fed-
eral law, not because projects fail envi-
ronmental standards but because a
small group of activist organizations
exploit the process itself. They file
endless lawsuits to stall infrastructure,
energy, and conservation projects for
years and years, sometimes decades,
with little regard to the real-world
consequences for workers, families,
communities, and progress.

Those consequences are real. Projects
get shelved. Costs skyrocket. Jobs dis-
appear, and families pay more for en-
ergy, housing, and basic infrastructure.

We see this broken system clearly in
upstate New York. Take Micron, a
company and a project too big to fail.
This historic investment to bring ad-
vanced semiconductor manufacturing
back to the United States is critical for
our country, for our national security,
and for the upstate economy. This
project means thousands of good-pay-
ing jobs and a stronger domestic supply
chain. Yet despite meeting some of the
most stringent environmental review
requirements in the country under New
York law, Micron is still being forced
through duplicative Federal reviews
that reach the very same conclusions
as the State reviews.
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As a result, Micron is the only semi-
conductor project in the country held
up, pending a full environmental im-
pact statement, not because of environ-
mental risk, but because of bureau-
cratic delay and regulatory duplica-
tion.

This is not environmental protection.
This is regulatory paralysis, and it is
costing us jobs and a brighter economic
future.

Time and again, Democrats defend
this broken system because it gives
Washington more control and activist
groups more leverage. Because of this
process, the result is gridlock. Nothing
gets built. Nothing gets fixed. Nothing
gets cheaper.

The SPEED Act restores balance. It
reins in duplicative reviews. It requires
the Federal Government to make time-
ly decisions and stop endless delay
from becoming the official policy of
the government.
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If Democrats are serious about infra-
structure, clean energy, and environ-
mental progress, they should support
fixing the permitting system that they
helped break. They should have no
problem supporting things like the
SPEED Act.

Mr. Speaker, the rule also provides
for consideration of H.R. 3632, the
Power Plant Reliability Act.

Years of Democratic energy policy
have put our electric grid under real,
significant strain, and Americans are
feeling the consequences in real time.

Demand is rising rapidly. Manufac-
turing growth and electrification are
pushing this system harder and harder
every single year. At the same time,
Democrats are forcing reliable base-
load generation offline, without a seri-
ous plan to replace it. Instead of co-
ordinating policy, they regulate in
silos. Instead of planning for reli-
ability, they react after the fact.

The Power Plant Reliability Act
forces accountability. It ensures regu-
lators cannot quietly retire critical
power plants without fully under-
standing the reliability consequences
on our Nation.

Americans don’t need a white paper
to understand what happens when reli-
ability is ignored. They see it when the
power goes out. They feel it when their
energy bills spike. They pay the price
when Washington refuses to plan for
real-world demand.

Keeping the lights on should not be
controversial. It should be something
we should be able to get 435 votes on,
but Democrats chose politics over reli-
ability. The families in this country
are the ones paying the price right
now. Premature plant retirements are
only part of the problem.

The rule further provides for consid-
eration of H.R. 3616, the Reliable Power
Act.

This bill addresses another uncom-
fortable truth that Democrats don’t
want to admit. Federal agencies are fi-
nalizing regulations that directly
threaten grid stability without fully
accounting for the consequences, and it
is just purely reckless.

The Reliable Power Act requires a
long-term reliability assessment that
ensures that when serious risks are
identified, regulators cannot simply ig-
nore them and press ahead anyway.

Quite simply, this legislation is
about ending, once and for all, the im-
plementation of asinine regulations
that only harm our grid’s reliability.
Reliable electricity underpins every-
thing: public safety, economic growth,
hospitals, schools, and national secu-
rity. Republicans are treating that re-
sponsibility seriously, and that is why
we are bringing this legislation forward
today. Unfortunately, my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle are not.

Mr. Speaker, the rule also provides
for consideration of H.R. 1366, the Min-
ing Regulatory Clarity Act.

Democrats talk endlessly about sup-
ply chains and national security, but
their policies undermine both. Domes-
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tic mining projects are stalled, not be-
cause they fail environmental stand-
ards, but because Democrats have once
again allowed endless regulation and
regulatory ambiguity to choke them
off.

That means fewer American jobs. It
means greater dependence on foreign
adversaries that are getting rich in the
process. It means higher costs across
our economy.

If Democrats want secure supply
chains and fewer imports from hostile
foreign powers, this is exactly the kind
of bill that they should support.

Mr. Speaker, the rule also includes
consideration of H.R. 845, the Pet and
Livestock Protection Act.

It is impossible to deny that the re-
covery of the gray wolf is a success
story. Population goals were met years
and years ago, yet Democrats refuse to
trust the science and acknowledge the
clear success of saving the gray wolf
population in this country. Why? Be-
cause it would mean betraying the rad-
ical environmental groups that want to
see laws like the Endangered Species
Act weaponized rather than work as in-
tended, to save these animals.

Instead, bowing to their base and ig-
noring the science, Democrats have
kept the future of gray wolf manage-
ment trapped in endless litigation,
leaving farmers and ranchers to deal
with the real consequences that they
face on their ranches and farms every
single day.

What are those consequences? Live-
stock are attacked, and livelihoods
across rural America are threatened,
all to satisfy the whims of a radical
left activist base that thinks their food
comes from the grocery store and their
energy comes from a socket in the wall
when you plug something in.

The Pet and Livestock Protection
Act puts an end to this endless litiga-
tion and weaponization of the ESA. It
recognizes science, acknowledges suc-
cess, and restores balance, something
our colleagues on the other side of the
aisle seem unwilling to do.

Mr. Speaker, finally, the rule pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 4371, the
Kayla Hamilton Act.

The bill exists because of a tragic
failure, one that my Democratic col-
leagues, who supported the last admin-
istration for 4 long years of open bor-
ders, would rather continue to ignore.
As the first Trump administration rec-
ognized, the TUnaccompanied Alien
Children Program has been exploited
by criminals, including gang members,
who come to this country as wolves in
sheep’s clothing. These individuals use
the UAC system not for protection but
to recruit and traffic new members and
to wreak havoc on American commu-
nities.

Under the Biden administration
open-border, no-consequences policies,
policies my Democratic colleagues
wholeheartedly supported, that exploi-
tation exploded. During the Biden
years, approximately 465,000 unaccom-
panied alien children were released to
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unvetted sponsors. The program lacked
basic safeguards to prevent illegal
aliens from serving as sponsors.

According to Health and Human
Services, roughly 85 percent of UAC
sponsors lack lawful immigration sta-
tus. Thanks to the Biden administra-
tion’s own policies supported by Demo-
crats for 4 years, countless smugglers,
cartels, and bad actors profited from
nothing less than the exploitation of
children and human trafficking.

Instead of tightening safeguards as
encounters surged, Democrats chose to
roll back background checks and spon-
sor reviews, moving children out of law
enforcement custody faster, regardless
of risk. The consequences to innocent
children harmed from years of this hor-
rific policy choice have yet to be fully
reckoned with and will certainly haunt
generations of innocent victims for
years to come.

What we do know is that in May 2024,
the Biden administration had Ilost
track of more than 320,000 unaccom-
panied alien children, placing them at
heightened risk of sex trafficking,
forced labor, and abuse.

Mr. Speaker, this is not compassion.
This is pure negligence.

Picking up the pieces from the
wreckage of the Biden-Harris immigra-
tion policies, the Trump administra-
tion has committed to locating these
children and to saving lives, something
that eluded Democrats for 4 long years.
So far, more than 22,600 unaccompanied
children have been located, and over
400 sponsors have been arrested. Trag-
ically, 27 minors have been found dead,
victims of murder, victims of suicide,
victims of drug overdose. Those are not
statistics. Those are lives that are for-
ever lost to tragedy.

The Kayla Hamilton Act restores
basic safeguards. It requires back-
ground checks. It seeks criminal
records from home countries. It puts
public safety first.

I urge my colleagues to support this
rule. I urge my colleagues to support
the underlying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to today’s rule.

While Americans are going into the
holiday season struggling with rising
prices and the high cost of living, with
just days left before health insurance
premiums are set to skyrocket for 22
million Americans, while the President
is leading the country to war with Ven-
ezuela, and yet another mass shooting
has claimed the lives of young Ameri-
cans, Republicans are using the final
legislative days of 2025 to prioritize six
unserious, make-work bills.

They are using precious floor time
and resources to put forward messaging
bills with no chance of passing, bills
that have nothing to do with the re-
ality that most Americans are living
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and the problems that they want Con-
gress to solve.

But that is what this country has
come to expect from House Repub-
licans who have used their control of
the House as a vehicle for PR stunts
and to pick the pockets of working peo-
ple in order to line the pockets of the
wealthy and the well connected.

Under Republican control of the
House, the Senate, and the White
House, 2025 has been a year of chaos,
controversy, and corruption in which
every day brings a new self-inflicted
crisis.

While most of this chaos has origi-
nated from the White House, congres-
sional Republicans are no less respon-
sible, for they have aided and abetted
this administration’s agenda at every
turn. How humiliating that in recent
weeks, staff at the White House have
openly mocked the subservience of
House Republicans.

From day one of this term, Repub-
licans in Washington have made clear
they are here to serve their donors, to
serve billionaires and big business, and
not the American public. They spent
the first half of the year ramming
through their partisan big, ugly bill
which gave permanent, budget-busting
tax cuts to the rich while canceling
Medicaid and SNAP for millions of
Americans.

They continually prioritize big busi-
ness and culture wars in legislation
like the bills before us in today’s rule,
a series of bills that put their thumb
on the scale for the oil and gas indus-
try at the expense of Americans’ health
and the stewardship of the environ-
ment. Republicans are deliberately
choosing to raise Americans’
healthcare costs because they refuse to
extend the ACA tax credits.

Americans everywhere are pleading
with Congress to lower the cost of liv-
ing as families struggle to afford hous-
ing, healthcare, childcare, and even
groceries. Trump campaigned on a
promise that he would lower prices on
day one, but once in office, he has put
tariffs on almost every good coming
into the U.S., directly raising the
prices for nearly everything we buy.

Whether it is food at the grocery
store, home appliances, a new car,
Trump’s trade wars and tariffs have
made everything more expensive.
These trade wars have undermined key
portions of our economy. The tariffs
have already cost us nearly 50,000 man-
ufacturing jobs, and our tourism indus-
try is suffering greatly.

Making matters worse, Congress
could end the tariffs today. The House
could vote today on any number of
Senate-passed resolutions that would
end the Trump tariffs, but Speaker
Johnson has blocked every one of those
bills. House Republicans have now
voted on four separate occasions to
block legislation that would end the
Trump tariffs. They have repeatedly
doubled down on that decision to keep
your prices high.

But it is not just the tariffs. Just last
week, House Republicans blocked bi-
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partisan legislation that could have be-
come law, that would have built new
homes all over America, lowered rents,
and made mortgages more affordable.

With healthcare, Americans are see-
ing the biggest increase in health in-
surance costs in 15 years, yet the Re-
publican majority is actively opposing
extension of the ACA tax credits that
lower premiums for 22 million Ameri-
cans.

While Republicans fail to act on af-
fordability, they are also conspicuously
silent on the near daily corruption
emanating from this White House.
Trump has pardoned hundreds of crimi-
nals convicted of serious offenses, in-
cluding drug traffickers, money
launderers, and fraudsters, depriving
Americans of justice and restitution
and enabling at least some of those
pardoned to commit further crimes.

In many of these pardons, they have
come at a price. Trump pardoned Juan
Orlando Hernandez, who is convicted of
trafficking 400 tons of cocaine into the
United States. Ostensibly, this pardon
will influence a Presidential election in
Honduras.

Trump pardoned the CEO of Binance
after he made a $2 billion investment
in the President’s company, World Lib-
erty Financial. Nearly a dozen well-
connected individuals, many of them
donors to the President’s campaign or
investors in his companies, have also
received pardons.

Trump has also shown a curious leni-
ency to major criminals. He pardoned
Ross Ulbricht, who ran one of the big-
gest drug-trafficking and money-laun-
dering operations on the deep web.

The President also dropped criminal
charges against multiple MS-13 gang
leaders in order to help cover up a cor-
ruption scandal for his ally, Salva-
doran President Bukele.

He has directed Federal prosecutors
and law enforcement officers to drop
investigations of serious crimes, in-
cluding drug and human trafficking, in
order to focus on immigration enforce-
ment, letting countless criminals off
the hook.

Of course, we can’t forget the
yearslong coverup of the Epstein files.
On the campaign trail, Trump and his
allies swore they would release the Ep-
stein files, but once in office, they have
blocked the release for 11 months. Ulti-
mately, it has taken an act of Congress
to force the President to release those
files. The deadline to release the Ep-
stein files is this Friday, but we still
haven’t seen a single document from
the White House or the Department of
Justice. Again, all of this begs the
question: What exactly is this White
House trying to hide?

All this time, while Trump is par-
doning drug traffickers and dropping
charges against gang members and vio-
lent insurrectionists who assaulted
cops, congressional Republicans have
been silent. If you ask Speaker JOHN-
SON about it, as the press has, he will
tell you he has no idea what you are
talking about.
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Republicans are silent as Trump and
his White House cause crisis after cri-
sis. Trump and Hegseth are leading us
into another forever war in Venezuela.
The President has called for the execu-
tion of Democratic Members of Con-
gress. The administration has withheld
FEMA funding for disaster victims but
gave a $40 billion bailout to Argen-
tinean hedge funds.

Administration officials are wasting
taxpayer dollars to fly around the
country for personal business and
photo ops. ICE and Border Patrol have
detained more than 170 American citi-
zens, including nearly 20 children, and
that total is growing by the day.

The national debt is over $2 trillion
higher in just this year alone. It is all
so insulting to you, to me, to every
American, to see this flagrant corrup-
tion and shameful mismanagement on
a daily basis. House Republicans seem
to have priorities so completely at odds
with the needs of the American people
that they have ignored all year the
kitchen-table issues that American
families struggle with every single day.

Instead, they have spent their time
in Washington, when they have actu-
ally come to Washington, working on
industry handouts, gold-plated ball-
rooms, and stirring up insane culture
wars.

You deserve better. America deserves
better. We deserve a functioning Con-
gress that actually works for the
American people, not just the wealthy
and well connected.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I think we are now approaching
about year 9 of Democrats suffering
from Trump derangement syndrome.
No matter what is before this House,
no matter what the rule before us
today actually contains, my colleagues
across the aisle find a way to make
this about President Trump, not the
substance of the legislation, not the
issues before the American people, not
the suffering the last 4 years have
brought on them, not the costs facing
families, not the failures of their own
record. It is just about Trump to them.

While they are fixated on that, the
American people have paid the price.
In 2022, while Democrats were con-
sumed by their latest Trump obsession,
families were being crushed by the
worst inflation spikes in 40 years after
trillions upon trillions in Democratic
spending overheated the economy.

Groceries, gas, and rent all sky-
rocketed. You didn’t hear a peep on the
other side of the aisle. Democrats
didn’t fix it. They didn’t even acknowl-
edge it. Then they doubled down on it
and made it worse.

In 2024, with the border wide open
and millions of illegal aliens pouring
into our communities across the coun-
try, Democrats once again ignored the
top concerns of American families.



H5916

0 1240

Instead of securing the border or ad-
dressing affordability, they doubled
down on the same, tired narrative
claiming that President Trump was a
threat to democracy. You will hear
more of it today, Mr. Speaker.

The voters rejected it. They lost the
electoral college, they lost the popular
vote, and they lost every swing State
on the table. Since then, Democrats
haven’t learned a thing. They have
spent their time defending wasteful
programs, failed policies, and bureau-
cratic overreach all while opposing
every serious effort by President
Trump and House Republicans to clean
up the mess that they left behind.

Yet here we are today hearing the
same hysterics. The American people
have tuned it out. They know what ac-
tually matters: trying to lower costs,
keeping communities safe, securing re-
liable energy, and restoring account-
ability in Washington. That is exactly
what the bills under this rule are
about.

While Democrats rehash old griev-
ances and relive the same political fix-
ation for the ninth year in a row, Re-
publicans are focused on delivering re-
sults for working families. After 4
years of the economic mismanagement
under Democratic leadership, Demo-
crats are suddenly pretending to care
about trade, tariffs, and the American
economy. It is quite a performance.
The American people see right through
it.

For 4 years, Democrats told families
not to believe their own eyes as infla-
tion hit 40-year highs, as their grocery
bills exploded, and as their energy
costs soared. They brushed off concerns
from workers and manufacturers who
were watching their jobs disappear
overseas and while Washington signed
one bad trade deal after another.

They told Americans that surren-
dering leverage was smart trade policy
even as foreign countries flooded our
markets and shut their own doors for
American producers.

Now President Trump is back in of-
fice and trying to right the ship. He is
delivering results, and Democrats are
scrambling to rewrite history.

Under President Trump’s America
First trade agenda, the trade deficit
has narrowed to its smallest level since
the mid-2020 year, down more than 35
percent over last year alone. Exports
are up 6 percent year-over-year, reach-
ing their second highest level on
record. Inflation-adjusted exports of
consumer goods are the largest ever.
The trade deficit with China has nar-
rowed to its second smallest since 2009.
In the third quarter of 2025, real ex-
ports grew 4.1 percent annual rate
while imports fell 5 percent, adding
roughly 1 full percentage point to real
GDP growth.

In November alone, the trade deficit
was cut by more than one-half com-
pared to last year, driven by rising tar-
iff revenues as President Trump se-
cured better terms for American work-
ers, farmers, and manufacturers.
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This didn’t happen by accident. For
decades, weak trade policies allowed
foreign governments to exploit Amer-
ican openness while protecting their
own industries.

President Trump ended that arrange-
ment by using tariffs as leverage. He
forced countries to come to the table.
They have, and they are continuing to.

Since announcing his trade agenda in
April, President Trump has secured
new and improved trade deals with
major partners covering more than
one-half of the global GDP, spanning
Europe, Asia, and the Americas. At the
same time, companies are responding
by committing trillions of dollars in
new investment, bringing jobs back
here at home, rebuilding supply chains,
and putting American workers first
again.

Mr. Speaker, shouldn’t that be what
we are working on here?

I could go on and on, Mr. Speaker,
but today’s debate is not about reliti-
gating trade policy or listening to
Democrats pretend to suddenly dis-
cover economic responsibility. Today
we are focused on the six bills under
this rule, bills that reflect the same
commonsense approach that President
Trump has applied to trade, strength-
ening domestic production, lowering
costs, restoring reliability, and
undoing the damage of the Biden years.
That is the work before us today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I think the point we are
trying to make is that this shouldn’t
be about economic policy. The Repub-
lican leadership’s refusal to address the
Trump tariffs and the damage they
have inflicted upon our economy and
upon American families’ pocketbooks
should be the topic before the House in-
stead of these makeweight bills that
are never going to become law.

Mr. Speaker, at the start of 2025, the
Republicans knew there were two big
tax provisions due to expire at the end
of this year, now, within the next 10
days. One of them was the 2017 Trump
tax cuts which overwhelmingly went to
the wealthiest Americans, and the sec-
ond was the ACA tax credits that
helped millions of Americans afford
health insurance. This has been known
to everybody all year.

Now, our Republican colleagues made
the choice in their big, ugly bill, which
they spent so much time and energy on
this summer, to extend the Trump tax
cuts for the wealthy, and they have
also made the intentional choice to let
the ACA tax credits expire. In doing so,
they are causing the premiums for 22
million Americans to skyrocket. It is
likely that millions of Americans will
lose their health coverage this year due
to our Republican colleagues’ failure,
refusal, in fact, to address that issue.

Mr. Speaker, when we hear our Re-
publican colleagues talk about their
healthcare bill that they are trying to
bring to the floor this week, know that
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their legislation will not renew the
ACA tax credits. It will not lower pre-
miums, and it will not lower costs.

Mr. Speaker, 80 percent of the bill is
simply new paperwork requirements
for pharmacy benefit managers, and
the parts of the bill that do involve
healthcare costs are horrible. They ba-
sically want to sell Americans junk in-
surance policies, and people Kknow
about these. These are the policies that
have low sticker costs but terrible cov-
erage when you need it, Mr. Speaker.

We really just have been imploring
our colleagues to come to the table to
try to do what the American people
need them to do so that Americans
have health coverage when they need
it, and we have not seen them be will-
ing to do that.

That is why we have a discharge peti-
tion sitting there at the desk. We just
need four Republicans to join all of the
Democrats in the House to force a vote
to extend the ACA tax credits, and we
would invite them to do so.

Mr. Speaker, if we defeat the pre-
vious question, I will offer an amend-
ment to the rule to provide for consid-
eration of H.R. 6074, which would ex-
tend the Affordable Care Act enhanced
premium tax credits for 3 years,
through 2028.

Mr. Speaker, for months, Democrats
have sounded the alarm about the ex-
piring enhanced premiums, urging the
Republican majority to join us in ex-
tending these premiums before the end
of the year so that all of our constitu-
ents can get the healthcare coverage
they deserve.

Millions of Americans have already
received notices from their health plan
that their premiums are going to sky-
rocket starting January 1, 2026, just a
few days from now, in some cases by
over $1,000 a month. The median in-
come in my district is about $80,000 for
a family of four. They can’t afford an
additional $12,000 a year for health in-
surance.

However, there are only 3 legislative
days remaining to fix this problem be-
fore the health insurance costs of over
20 million Americans rise, but this Re-
publican majority has ignored and
blocked any effort to extend those
credits. The majority even told their
own moderates they won’t get a vote
on the floor to extend them.

I am happy to give them that vote
right now. We can defeat the previous
question, and we can consider a bill
that would extend the ACA enhanced
premium tax credits for 3 years.

There is no more time to waste. The
deadlines are all passed. We have to act
now for the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of the amend-
ment into the RECORD, along with ex-
traneous material, immediately prior
to the vote on the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.
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Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MIN) to discuss our pro-
posal.

Mr. MIN. Mr. Speaker, it was with in-
terest that I heard the remarks of my
colleague from New York. I just want-
ed to correct a few things as someone
who just won one of those swings seats
that was in play last year.

I would say that that was not a man-
date, but the Republicans did win Con-
gress, they did win the Presidency, and
I think that Republicans last year
rightly focused on inflation, the cost-
of-living, and the economy as key
issues that Americans are facing.

Now, I represent a very wealthy dis-
trict. The median income in my dis-
trict is about $130,000. Even in my dis-
trict right now, people are suffering.
When I go visit my food banks, the
usage right now is at record highs. This
is directly related to the policies that
were in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act,
as it is Orwellianly named by our Re-
publican colleagues.

The tariffs and the OBBB in combina-
tion have caused costs to skyrocket,
and inflation right now is as high as it
has ever been, as high as it ever was
under Biden.

They are seeing their electric costs
go up because of the giveaways to utili-
ties and the crackdown on renewable
energies, very cheap forms of energy.
In places like California, they are see-
ing their grocery prices go up because
of the tariffs. They are set to see their
health insurance costs go up massively.

When I go out there and I talk to my
families, it is not as if they have one
budget for utilities, one budget for
food, and one budget for health insur-
ance. They have a budget, and they are
struggling right now to pay for things.
They are now going to see in the State
of California, in my district, their
health insurance costs, if they are pur-
chasing it on an exchange, go up be-
tween 50 percent to 200 percent or more
as was announced by Covered Cali-
fornia just last month.
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That is a cost that people just can’t
afford, no matter how much they are
making. I know the billionaires do
pretty well under this Presidency,
under this Republican-controlled Con-
gress, but regular people, even people
who are making a good amount of
money are struggling to get by right
now, to pay those bills.

I have talked to too many people in
my district who are making that hard
decision. Many of them, we know, will
drop their health insurance because
they just can’t afford to pay it. They
need food. They need to keep the lights
on. They need to buy gas to get to
work. Consequently, they are going to
drop health insurance.

That means that we will have more
families who are one catastrophic ill-
ness or injury away from bankruptcy,
something that is far too common. You
can multiply that by millions and mil-
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lions of households across this country
right now because millions of house-
holds are facing that same dilemma.

I urge my Republican colleagues
right now to ignore what their Presi-
dent is doing. He is focused on the ball-
room. He is focused on building out our
golf courses here in D.C., according to
yesterday’s news. He is focused on for-
eign affairs, giving money to Argen-
tina, and blowing up boats off the coast
of Venezuela.

What I would urge my Republican
colleagues to start focusing on is the
cost of things right now. We have a
way to do that, a bipartisan initiative.
We would love it to be bipartisan, if
you all would join us in just giving a
clean 3-year extension of the ACA tax
credits. This is something that would
give immediate relief to millions of
families out there that are seeking to
lower their costs.

Now, I know we have this vote com-
ing up on this package of healthcare
bills. I would say it is very complicated
stuff, lots of random proposals in there.
There is clearly an attack on women’s
reproductive rights and access to con-
traception. That is a key part of what
these healthcare bills will do.

What they do not do in any way,
shape, or form is address the fact that
people are going to pay thousands of
dollars, sometimes tens of thousands of
dollars more for their health insurance
because of Republican policies.

You have a chance right now to do
right by the American people to try to
rectify the wrongs that your policies
have created. This has nothing to do
with Trump. It has nothing to do with
Biden. It has to do with an opportunity
right now to get some bipartisan legis-
lation passed.

This is going to save lives. We are lit-
erally talking about people in your dis-
trict, in my district, in MARY GAY
SCANLON’s district. We have a chance
to really help save lives right now.
Even in districts like mine—again, a
wealthy district—I have talked to
many people right now who are set to
lose their health insurance, set to lose
their healthcare.

Whether they have kids with cancer
or whether they have autistic children,
they are struggling right now. We have
a chance to show the American people
that we can rise above partisan politics
and do what is right. I think there is
broad consensus on both sides of the
aisle that extending the ACA tax cred-
its is good policy. I urge them to join
us.
Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
open up the text of the rule before us
today, and for good measure the under-
lying legislation as well, and hit ‘‘con-
trol F’ on the words Affordable Care
Act. They will quickly see that despite
their fixation on making everything
about the topic, nowhere in this rule or
the underlying legislation is the Af-
fordable Care Act, ACA subsidies, or
marketplace coverage mentioned.
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However, the policies that they are
working, and hopefully there will be
further bipartisan discussions about,
were set to expire by their own hand at
the end of a 5-year window because it
was COVID emergency spending. I
don’t think I am breaking any news
here, but COVID is over. Something
that Democrats don’t seem to want to
ever end is an unlimited spigot of pub-
lic money devoted to an issue.

We have to get to the core reasons
why health insurance for all, not just
those that are on Affordable Care Act
plans, but for people in private insur-
ance, all the public expenditures
through our Medicare and Medicaid
programs, why is healthcare an explo-
sive cost year over year?

That is going to take bipartisanship
and working together and putting some
of these petty fights aside, because
even if we extended these credits for 3
years, as they would like, it doesn’t
solve the problem for the millions upon
millions and tens of millions of Ameri-
cans who are on private pay insurance.

We have to really get serious about
affordability, health insurance afford-
ability, and the cost of delivering our
healthcare in this country. Their rem-
edy to this problem is putting a Band-
Aid on a bullet hole. It is an expiration
that is by their own hand and own de-
sign because it was designed for
COVID-era emergency spending.

As a reminder, the measures in this
rule are straightforward and common
sense: strengthening energy reliability
and tackling affordability in this area,
streamlining permitting so that infra-
structure can actually get built, re-
storing certainty to domestic supply
chains, trusting science over ideology
in wildlife management, and advancing
public safety measures that protect our
communities.

These bills are about lowering costs,
keeping the lights on, and restoring ac-
countability. That is the agenda before
us in this rule today. That is an impor-
tant agenda to the American people
and the affordability issues that stand
before us and our future prosperity.

Democrats want to lecture us about
being serious on energy, but the Amer-
ican people remember exactly what 4
years of Democratic energy policy de-
livered. Under President Biden, Demo-
crats drove up costs, weakened our
electrical grid, and forced the pre-
mature retirement of reliable baseload
power. They flooded the market with
mandates and subsidies picked by
Washington, not by engineers, and then
acted surprised when electricity prices
spiked and grid operators started warn-
ing about blackouts.

When those prices spiked, the price of
everything spiked because increased
electricity and energy costs drive up
the price of all goods and services.
Families paid more, reliability got
worse, and Democrats told Americans
that somehow it was all worth it.

Now that President Trump is back in
office and reversing that damage,
Democrats suddenly claim that these
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bills are partisan not because they are
extreme, but because they expose how
reckless the last administration was.

President Trump and House Repub-
licans are doing what Democrats re-
fused to do: streamlining permitting so
that projects can actually get built, re-
storing common sense to environ-
mental review, and prioritizing
dispatchable power sources that actu-
ally keep the lights and the heat on in
this country.

The truth is, Democrats don’t have a
serious answer to rising energy de-
mand, grid reliability, or affordability.
Their answer is just throw up a few
more windmills and all will be well
with the world. We can shutter every
other power plant that has proven
baseline power, and the windmills and
solar panels will solve all the problems.

Their solution is always the same:
more mandates, more subsidies, more
regulation, and hope that the grid
holds together by wishes and dreams,
not by science and practicality.

Republicans are offering something
different: policies grounded in reli-
ability, affordability, and domestic
American production so American fam-
ilies aren’t left paying more while
China builds coal plant after coal plant
month after month and laughs all the
way to the bank.

Mr. Speaker, that is exactly what
this rule advances. The energy bills be-
fore us are commonsense measures to
strengthen reliability, streamline ap-
provals, and support American jobs as
well as ensure that American families
have access to affordable American
power, not slogans, not lectures, not
dreams and wishful thinking.

If my colleagues across the aisle are
truly serious about lowering costs and
securing Americans’ energy future,
they should stop posturing and support
this rule because Americans don’t need
more talking points. They need the
lights to stay on.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I completely agree with
my colleague from New York that Con-
gress needs to get serious about afford-
ability both of everyday products and
services but also health insurance, and
that is why we have offered the amend-
ments that we have and why we have
been urging our colleagues across the
aisle for months to address this issue.

However, as we focus on the rule
today, which does not address afford-
ability, there are a number of issues
dealing with electricity prices. Amer-
ican households right now are paying
record-high electricity prices, prices
that have been rising, and most ana-
lysts are predicting will continue to
rise more in 2026.

There is only one real way to lower
electricity prices. That is to build
more energy in the United States.
Democrats did this, made serious ef-
forts toward this when we passed the
Inflation Reduction Act. We provided a
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forward-looking mix of financial incen-
tives to build more power from all
sources but especially from wind and
solar. Those measures have been em-
braced by the American people, and
they have been embraced by our energy
industries.

0 1300

However, while our Republican col-
leagues say they want to lower elec-
tricity Dbills, they have actively
torpedoed these efforts to build more
domestic energy.

President Trump and congressional
Republicans have rescinded nearly all
the investment incentives from the
IRA. As a result, we are seeing domes-
tic power generation decreasing, house-
hold electricity costs rising, and thou-
sands of good-paying jobs being effec-
tively canceled.

At the same time, the big, beautiful
bill gave huge handouts to the oil and
gas industry. These are handouts that
won’t increase energy production but
will simply pad the profits of Chevron
and Exxon. This is the Republican en-
ergy agenda: higher prices for you, the
consumer, and higher profits for the oil
and gas industry.

It is an incentive that we see contin-
ued in some of the bills under consider-
ation in this rule today, which will re-
quire that coal-generating electricity
plants stay online even when they have
outlived their usefulness and profit-
ability. Meaning, once again, consumer
costs go up, but the coal industry gets
the benefit.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, my colleague across the
aisle wants to paint these bills as give-
aways, which is wild considering what
Democrats themselves have already
done.

Democrats passed a so-called Infla-
tion Reduction Act, the most poorly
named bill in the history of the Con-
gress because it did nothing but sky-
rocket inflation. Everyone has the
proof of that in their weekly grocery
bills and their utility costs.

It happened on their watch. They
dumped massive new spending on an
overheated economy and helped drive
the worst inflation in 40 years. That is
just fact. That is indisputable. Despite
the title, it didn’t reduce any inflation,
not even close.

What it did was create a massive sub-
sidy pipeline for green energy compa-
nies, all tied to the People’s Republic
of China. Chinese firms, ultimately an-
swerable to the Chinese Communist
Party, rushed in to take advantage of
all these credits and the programs that
Democrats set up. Apparently, that
part has slipped their memory.

When House Republicans tried to add
basic guardrails to stop those subsidies
from flowing overseas to China, Demo-
crats objected. They objected loudly,
not quietly.
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When Democrats are throwing
around the word ‘‘giveaway,’”’ it is fair
to wonder whether they have forgotten
their own record or are just hoping
that everyone else is focused on some-
thing else.

Democrats are perfectly willing to
outsource Americans’ energy future
and our national security to foreign ad-
versaries to pursue their agenda.

Republicans are doing the opposite.
We are strengthening domestic produc-
tion. We are securing supply chains
here at home in the United States and
reducing our dependence on China.

That brings us back to the rule be-
fore us today. The six bills in this rule
are focusing on restoring reliability,
supporting domestic production, and
streamlining permitting o] that
projects can actually move forward and
lower costs for American taxpayers.

Mr. Speaker, that is the work before
the House today, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for clos-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, we have heard some
well-intentioned debate from our Re-
publican colleague today, but the fact
remains that this week is being wasted
on messaging bills that will not be-
come law.

All year, Republicans have failed to
act on affordability. They failed to
bring down housing costs, to control
inflation at the grocery store, or to
lower electricity bills. They were elect-
ed to office to tackle these problems,
but for an entire year, they have sat on
their hands, opting for press con-
ferences and tweets instead of legisla-
tion and dealmaking.

Earlier this year, Republicans ended
healthcare coverage for 15 million
Americans with their big, ugly bill. All
this year, Republicans have blocked
each and every effort to renew the ACA
tax credits. Now, health insurance
costs are at a 15-year high, and pre-
miums are set to skyrocket for 22 mil-
lion people.

In my district and in most of Amer-
ica, electricity prices are through the
roof. Meanwhile, the Trump adminis-
tration has bent over backward for AI
companies, cut billions of dollars in en-
ergy investments, and canceled major
clean energy projects.

In Congress, Republicans’ energy
agenda continues to boost oil and gas
profits but does nothing to actually
lower bills.

This past weekend, America wit-
nessed yet another mass shooting that
took the lives of two and critically in-
jured nine more. This year has seen 391
mass shootings. We have lost nearly
14,000 people to senseless gun violence.
No matter how many times we see the
same tragic story play out on the news,
our Republican colleagues keep their
heads in the sand and refuse to bring
forward or endorse commonsense gun
safety legislation, which the majority
of Americans and law enforcement
leaders support.

X}
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This term, Republicans have turned
Congress into a rubberstamp for execu-
tive action. It is a major abdication of
our constitutional responsibilities, and
it has done irreparable damage to this
institution. It is my sincere hope that
2026 brings new opportunities for bipar-
tisan action on these pressing issues.

The American people deserve better
than a President who governs by tweet
and a Speaker who has neutered Con-
gress’ role in our constitutional order.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“no’”” on the previous question and
rule, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the rule before us re-
flects a clear choice. After years of reg-
ulatory overreach, misplaced prior-
ities, and Washington-knows-best pol-
icymaking, this House is taking steps
to restore balance, accountability, and
common sense.

The legislation considered under this
rule addresses real problems Americans
are facing: higher energy costs, delayed
infrastructure, weakened supply
chains, threats to grid reliability, and
failures that put public safety at risk.

These bills do not eliminate environ-
mental protections or public input.
They simply require the Federal Gov-
ernment to act responsibly, plan for
real-world consequences, and stop
using endless process as an excuse for
inaction.

Republicans are focused on getting
things built, keeping the lights on for
Americans, keeping the heat on, pro-
tecting communities, and strength-
ening America’s economic and national
security. That is what the American
people expect, and that is what this
rule and the underlying legislation ad-
vances. I strongly support the rule be-
fore us today.

The material previously referred to
by Ms. SCANLON is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 951 OFFERED BY

MS. SCANLON OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 7. Immediately upon adoption of this
resolution, the House shall proceed to the
consideration in the House of the bill (H.R.
6074) to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to extend the enhancement of the health
care premium tax credit. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The bill shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Ways and Means or their re-
spective designees; and (2) one motion to re-
commit.

SEC. 8. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not
apply to the consideration of H.R. 6074.

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1330

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. FONG) at 1 o’clock and 30
minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Ordering the previous question on
House Resolution 951; and

Adoption of House Resolution 951, if
ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

——
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 476, STANDARDIZING

PERMITTING AND EXPEDITING
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACT;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1366, MINING REGU-
LATORY CLARITY ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 845, PET AND LIVESTOCK
PROTECTION ACT; PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R.
3616, RELIABLE POWER ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3632, POWER PLANT RELI-
ABILITY ACT OF 2025; AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4371, KAYLA HAMILTON ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering
the previous question on the resolution
(H. Res. 951) providing for comnsider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 4776) to amend
the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 to clarify ambiguous provisions
and facilitate a more efficient, effec-
tive, and timely environmental review
process; providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1366) to provide for the lo-
cation of multiple hardrock mining
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mill sites, to establish the Abandoned
Hardrock Mine Fund, and for other
purposes; providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 845) to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to reissue regula-
tions removing the gray wolf from the
list of endangered and threatened wild-
life under the Endangered Species Act
of 1973; providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3616) to require the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission to
review regulations that may affect the
reliable operation of the bulk-power
system; providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3632) to amend the Fed-
eral Power Act to adjust the require-
ments for orders, rules, and regulations
relating to furnishing adequate service,
to require owners or operators of gen-
erating facilities to provide notice of
planned retirements of certain electric
generating units, and for other pur-
poses; and providing for consideration
of the bill (H.R. 4371) to amend the Wil-
liam Wilberforce Trafficking Victims
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008
to enhance efforts to combat the traf-
ficking of children, on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 215, nays
207, not voting 11, as follows:

[Roll No. 337]

YEAS—215
Aderholt Downing Hudson
Alford Dunn (FL) Huizenga
Allen Edwards Hunt
Amodei (NV) Ellzey Hurd (CO)
Arrington Emmer Issa
Babin Estes Jack
Bacon Evans (CO) Jackson (TX)
Baird Ezell James
Balderson Fallon Johnson (LA)
Barr Fedorchak Johnson (SD)
Barrett Feenstra Jordan
Baumgartner Fine Joyce (OH)
Bean (FL) Finstad Joyce (PA)
Begich Fischbach Kean
Bentz Fitzgerald Kelly (MS)
Bergman Fitzpatrick Kelly (PA)
Bice Fleischmann Kennedy (UT)
Biggs (AZ) Flood Kiggans (VA)
Biggs (SC) Fong Kiley (CA)
Bilirakis Foxx Kim
Boebert Franklin, Scott Knott
Bost Fry Kustoff
Brecheen Fulcher LaHood
Bresnahan Garbarino LaLota
Buchanan Gill (TX) LaMalfa
Burchett Gimenez Langworthy
Burlison Goldman (TX) Latta
Calvert Gongzales, Tony Lawler
Cammack Gooden Lee (FL)
Carey Gosar Letlow
Carter (GA) Graves Loudermilk
Carter (TX) Greene (GA) Lucas
Ciscomani Griffith Luna
Cline Grothman Luttrell
Cloud Guest Mace
Clyde Guthrie Malliotakis
Cole Hageman Maloy
Collins Hamadeh (AZ) Mann
Comer Haridopolos Massie
Crane Harrigan Mast
Crank Harris (MD) McCaul
Crawford Harris (NC) McClain
Crenshaw Harshbarger McClintock
Davidson Hern (OK) McCormick
De La Cruz Higgins (LA) McDowell
DesJarlais Hill (AR) McGuire
Diaz-Balart Hinson Messmer
Donalds Houchin Meuser
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