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conveyances under this legislation shall be sub-
ject to any valid existing rights, reservations, 
rights-of-way, and other encumbrances of third 
parties in, to, or on the Federal land as of the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER) and the gen-
tleman from Puerto Rico (Mr. 
HERNÁNDEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on H.R. 2815, the 
bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2815, the Cape Fox 

Land Entitlement Finalization Act of 
2025, introduced by Representative 
BEGICH of Alaska, would finalize the 
Cape Fox Corporation’s remaining 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, 
or ANCSA, land entitlement. In addi-
tion, this legislation will resolve land 
management issues tied to the 
Mahoney Lake power project. 

ANCSA was enacted by Congress to 
settle the aboriginal land claims of 
Alaska Natives. Under ANCSA, Alaska 
Native Corporations were established 
to receive land under the settlement 
and disburse money to Alaska Natives. 
The Cape Fox Corporation, or CFC, has 
yet to receive their full conveyance, 
with 180 acres remaining. 

The Bureau of Land Management is 
responsible for conveying the remain-
ing acres to CFC and has proposed spe-
cific acreage to complete the entitle-
ment. However, CFC has rejected the 
BLM’s proposal, as the proposed lands 
were outside of their core township, 
noncontiguous with their existing land 
holdings, and of limited economic 
value. 

CFC has identified 180 acres of land 
between their existing parcels, which 
would connect the land and complete 
the settlement. The acres in this legis-
lation would also enable the develop-
ment of Mahoney Lake power projects. 
CFC holds a Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission license and an ease-
ment for a power line and road corridor 
nearby. They also own the land adja-
cent to the substation. 

Power demand for the area exceeds 
available supply. In fact, in 2024, all 
available power was online, and it still 
was not enough. This legislation takes 
steps to increase the availability of af-
fordable power for the area. 

This legislation would not only final-
ize CFC’s remaining ANCSA land con-
veyance, but it also resolves land man-
agement issues related to the power 
project. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Mr. BEGICH 
for his work on behalf of his constitu-

ency. I urge support for this bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HERNÁNDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, or ANCSA, was 
enacted to recognize and settle the 
land claims of Alaska Natives. As part 
of this act, the Cape Fox Village Cor-
poration received a land entitlement 
but was unable to select usable land 
due to a technicality that restricted 
Cape Fox from selecting lands within 
six miles of Ketchikan. This left Cape 
Fox with mostly remote, mountainous 
lands with no productive or economic 
value. As a result, ANCSA settlement 
for Cape Fox remains unresolved. 

H.R. 2815 would waive the technical 
requirement and allow the Secretary of 
the Interior to convey approximately 
180 acres of surface estate within the 
Tongass National Forest in southeast 
Alaska to the Cape Fox Corporation, 
along with subsurface interests to the 
Sealaska Corporation. This legislation 
would resolve the longstanding land 
claim issue for Cape Fox. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Alaska 
(Mr. BEGICH), the lead sponsor of this 
bill. 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. Speaker, Alaska’s 
future is tied to land. It is how we 
build infrastructure, develop our re-
sources, and create opportunities for 
our communities, but for far too long, 
Alaska Native Corporations have faced 
unnecessary delays and constraints in 
securing the lands they were promised 
under the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act. 

After more than 50 years, Cape Fox 
Corporation, representing the village 
of Saxman, is among the last southeast 
villages still waiting for a full land en-
titlement. 

H.R. 2815 fixes that. The bill author-
izes a simple strategic land exchange, 
about 180 acres, to finally connect two 
Cape Fox parcels and honor a promise 
made decades ago. 

This bill also paves the way for a re-
newable energy corridor and year- 
round access to vital subsistence and 
tourism areas. It enables local develop-
ment, supports energy independence, 
and strengthens southeast Alaska’s 
economy, all while respecting Tribal 
sovereignty and the original intent of 
ANCSA. 

There is strong local support for this 
bill from utilities, businesses, and local 
governments. It is a commonsense, 
consensus-driven solution. Let’s finish 
what Congress started and deliver reso-
lution to the people of Saxman. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 2815 and help move the 
people of Saxman forward. 

Mr. HERNÁNDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 
2815 finalizes CFC’s outstanding 
ANCSA land conveyance while working 
to alleviate future land concerns with 
the Mahoney Lake power project. This 
legislation has the support of various 
Alaska organizations, government rep-
resentatives, and impacted groups. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. BEGICH for 
his hard work on this bill. I urge pas-
sage of H.R. 2815, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

b 1640 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
STAUBER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2815, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SOUTHCENTRAL FOUNDATION 
LAND TRANSFER ACT OF 2025 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3620) to provide for the convey-
ance of certain property to the 
Southcentral Foundation located in 
Anchorage, Alaska, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3620 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the 
‘‘Southcentral Foundation Land Transfer 
Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) SCF.—The term ‘‘SCF’’ means the 

Southcentral Foundation located in Anchor-
age, Alaska. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 
SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY TO SCF. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable, 
but not later than 2 years, after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
convey to SCF all right, title, and interest of 
the United States in and to the property de-
scribed in subsection (b) for use in connec-
tion with health and social services pro-
grams. 

(b) PROPERTY DESCRIBED.—The property, 
including all land, improvements, and appur-
tenances, referred to in this section is the 
approximately 3.372 acres located in Lot 1A, 
Block 36 East Addition, Anchorage Townsite 
Subdivision in Anchorage, Alaska, according 
to the official plat thereof, filed under Plat 
No. 2025–11, records of the Anchorage Record-
ing District, Third Judicial District, State of 
Alaska. 
SEC. 4. CONDITIONS OF CONVEYANCE. 

(a) CONDITIONS.—The conveyance under 
subsection (a) of section 3— 

(1) shall be made by warranty deed; and 
(2) shall not— 
(A) require any consideration from SCF for 

the property described in subsection (b) of 
that section; 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:09 Dec 16, 2025 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A15DE7.019 H15DEPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5881 December 15, 2025 
(B) impose any obligation, term, or condi-

tion on SCF relating to that property; or 
(C) allow for any reversionary interest of 

the United States in that property. 
(b) EFFECT ON ANY QUITCLAIM DEED.—The 

conveyance by the Secretary under sub-
section (a) of section 3 by warranty deed 
shall, on the effective date of the convey-
ance, supersede, and render of no future ef-
fect, any quitclaim deed to the property de-
scribed in subsection (b) of that section exe-
cuted by the Secretary and SCF. 

(c) EASEMENT.—The Secretary shall be ac-
corded any easement or access to the prop-
erty conveyed under section 3(a) as may be 
reasonably necessary to satisfy any retained 
obligation or liability of the Secretary. 
SEC. 5. ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, SCF shall not be lia-
ble for any soil, surface water, groundwater, 
or other contamination resulting from the 
disposal, release, or presence of any environ-
mental contamination described in sub-
section (b) on any portion of the property de-
scribed in section 3(b) that occurred on or be-
fore the date on which the property is con-
veyed to SCF under section 3(a), except that 
the Secretary shall not be liable for any con-
tamination that occurred after the date that 
SCF controlled, occupied, and used the prop-
erty. 

(b) ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION.—Envi-
ronmental contamination referred to in sub-
section (a) includes any oil or petroleum 
products, hazardous substances, hazardous 
materials, hazardous waste, pollutants, toxic 
substances, solid waste, or any other envi-
ronmental contamination or hazard as de-
fined in any Federal or State of Alaska law. 

(c) NOTICE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE AC-
TIVITY AND WARRANTY.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary shall comply with sec-
tion 120(h) of the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9620(h)). 

(d) LIMITATION ON APPLICABILITY.—This 
section shall only apply to the property con-
veyance specifically required by this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER) and the gen-
tleman from Puerto Rico (Mr. 
HERNÁNDEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on H.R. 
3620, the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 3620, the Southcentral Founda-
tion Land Transfer Act of 2025, spon-
sored by my colleague, Representative 
BEGICH of Alaska. This would transfer 
approximately 3.4 acres of Federal land 
in Anchorage, Alaska, to the 
Southcentral Foundation. 

Southcentral Foundation is a trib-
ally-operated health organization serv-
ing Alaska Native people under the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act. This parcel, currently 

owned by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, has housed 
Southcentral Foundation’s behavioral 
health programs since 1994, for over 30 
years. 

However, the foundation does not 
currently hold title to the property. As 
a result, it cannot secure financing to 
improve or replace the aging facility, 
meaning that it cannot take full ad-
vantage of opportunities to expand 
mental health services for the Alaska 
Native population that it serves. 

H.R. 3620 corrects this by conveying 
the land to Southcentral Foundation 
so it may move forward with plans to 
construct a modern behavioral health 
facility. The foundation has already co-
ordinated with the municipality of An-
chorage to rezone the land in anticipa-
tion of this project. Once the bill is 
signed into law, construction can and 
will begin immediately. 

This is a commonsense measure that 
supports Tribal self-determination. It 
empowers a proven provider to serve 
its community with up-to-date infra-
structure. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
BEGICH for introducing this bill and for 
his hard work and leadership on Alaska 
Native health issues. I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 3620, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, 

Washington, DC, December 8, 2025. 
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN WESTERMAN: I write re-
garding H.R. 3620, the ‘‘Southcentral Foun-
dation Land Transfer Act of 2025.’’ While 
there are provisions of the legislation that 
fall within the Rule X jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, I 
wanted to notify you that the Committee 
will forgo action on the bill so that it may 
proceed expeditiously to the House floor for 
consideration. 

This is done with the understanding that 
the Committee’s jurisdictional interests over 
this and similar legislation are in no way di-
minished or altered. In addition, the Com-
mittee reserves the right to seek conferees 
on H.R. 3620 and requests your support when 
such a request is made. 

I would appreciate your response con-
firming this understanding with respect to 
H.R. 3620 and ask that a copy of our ex-
change of letters on this matter be included 
in the committee report on the bill or in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD during consideration 
of the bill on the House floor. 

Sincerely, 
BRETT GUTHRIE, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, December 8, 2025. 
Hon. BRETT GUTHRIE, 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GUTHRIE: I write regarding 
H.R. 3620, the ‘‘Southcentral Foundation 
Land Transfer Act of 2025,’’ which was or-
dered reported by the Committee on Natural 
Resources on July 23, 2025. 

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce and ap-
preciate your willingness to forgo further 

consideration of the bill. I acknowledge that 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce 
will not formally consider H.R. 3620 and 
agree that the inaction of your Committee 
with respect to the bill does not waive any 
jurisdiction over the subject matter con-
tained therein. 

I am pleased to support your request to 
name members of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce to any conference committee 
to consider such provisions. I will ensure 
that our exchange of letters is included in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD during floor con-
sideration of the bill and will include such 
letters in the committee report on H.R. 3620. 
I appreciate your cooperation regarding this 
legislation. 

Sincerely, 
BRUCE WESTERMAN, 

Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources. 

Mr. HERNÁNDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, under this bill, the 
Southcentral Foundation Land Trans-
fer Act of 2025, title to the land where 
the Southcentral Foundation operates 
the Quyana Clubhouse and Intensive 
Case Management program would be 
transferred from the Indian Health 
Service to the foundation. This trans-
fer would give the foundation the abil-
ity to invest in a new facility to house 
both of these vital programs. 

The Quyana Clubhouse offers an inte-
grated behavioral and primary care 
service day-treatment program, while 
the Intensive Case Management pro-
gram provides community-based, non-
clinical support. 

By obtaining title to the land, the 
Southcentral Foundation will be able 
to construct a new facility to house 
both programs. This will allow for bet-
ter care transitions and reduced trans-
portation costs, and it makes it easier 
for thousands of Alaska Native people 
to access services. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Alaska 
(Mr. BEGICH), the lead sponsor of this 
bill. 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 3620, the 
Southcentral Foundation Land Trans-
fer Act of 2025. This is a bill that re-
flects both common sense and compas-
sion, and I am proud to sponsor it. 

Southcentral Foundation is a nation-
ally respected Alaska Native health 
provider, serving over 70,000 people 
with an integrated, culturally ground-
ed model of care that works. Some of 
the buildings that they are using for 
behavioral health services, buildings 
like the Quyana Clubhouse, are aging, 
inadequate, and, in some cases, were 
never meant to facilitate medical serv-
ices. One facility was literally a former 
morgue. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation enables 
something critically important, the 
ability to deliver modern mental 
health care in a space designed for 
healing and recovery. 

In Alaska, we face real challenges. 
People dealing with serious mental ill-
ness are being served in locations that 
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were not designed for clinical care. 
That is unacceptable. They deserve 
better—safe, dignified, purpose-built 
treatment environments that reflect 
the seriousness of their needs and the 
inherent dignity of their lives. 

H.R. 3620 clears the way for 
Southcentral Foundation to build that 
future. This bill transfers land already 
in use and allows Southcentral Foun-
dation to make long-term investments 
in modern infrastructure. The bill sup-
ports Tribal self-determination, 
strengthens care delivery, and empow-
ers a trusted partner to do even more 
for our communities. 

This is a narrowly tailored, fiscally 
responsible bill with broad support. Mr. 
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in advancing this measure and help-
ing more Alaskans get the care that 
they deserve. 

Mr. HERNÁNDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3620 is a simple fix 
that will have a meaningful impact. By 
granting Southcentral Foundation 
title to the land it has used for dec-
ades, we are removing bureaucratic 
barriers and enabling the construction 
of a modern behavioral health facility. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
3620 and help us take a small but sig-
nificant step forward in improving be-
havioral health outcomes for our Trib-
al communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
STAUBER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3620. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

NATIONAL VOLCANO EARLY WARNING AND 
MONITORING SYSTEM REAUTHORIZATION 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3176) to amend the John D. Din-
gell, Jr. Conservation, Management, 
and Recreation Act to reauthorize the 
National Volcano Early Warning and 
Monitoring System, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3176 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. NATIONAL VOLCANO EARLY WARN-

ING AND MONITORING SYSTEM RE-
AUTHORIZATION. 

Section 5001(c) of the John D. Dingell, Jr. 
Conservation, Management, and Recreation 
Act (43 U.S.C. 31k(c)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘United States Geological 

Survey’’ and inserting ‘‘Secretary’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘2019 through 2023’’ and in-

serting ‘‘2026 through 2029’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘National Oceanic and At-

mospheric Administration’’ and inserting 
‘‘Secretary of Commerce’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘such sums as may be nec-
essary for the period of fiscal years 2023 
through 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘$470,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2026 through 2029’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER) and the gen-
tleman from Puerto Rico (Mr. 
HERNÁNDEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3176, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 3176, which will amend the John 
D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Manage-
ment, and Recreation Act to reauthor-
ize the National Volcano Early Warn-
ing and Monitoring System, NVEWS. 

First, I thank my colleague from 
Alaska, Representative BEGICH, for his 
efforts on this bill. 

With over 130 volcanoes and volcanic 
fields, Alaska has more volcanoes than 
any other State, and more than 50 of 
those have been active in the last 300 
years. 

Volcanic hazards are difficult to esti-
mate on a year-to-year basis, but when 
they occur, the results can be cata-
strophic. For example, the Mount St. 
Helens eruption in 1980 caused more 
than $1 billion in damage. Adjusting 
for inflation, that figure would now ex-
ceed $4 billion. 

Damage estimates for volcanic erup-
tions can swing wildly, depending on 
many factors, but are almost always 
severe, underscoring the need for early 
warning and monitoring. 

Obviously, protecting human life is 
our paramount concern in monitoring 
volcanic activity, but it is not just peo-
ple on the ground who are at risk. Air-
craft that are flying within 1,000 miles 
of a volcanic eruption can experience 
damage if they are not made aware of 
the smoke. Volcanic eruptions can be 
detrimental, and even fatal, to pas-
sengers and crew. 

The lives of families near erupting 
volcanoes are priceless, far surpassing 
the value of any damaged infrastruc-
ture. To protect those lives, we must 
be able to monitor volcanic activity ef-
fectively and broadcast early warnings 
of eruptions. 

This is why Congress should reau-
thorize this critical program so that 
communities near volcanoes are pro-
vided ample time to react to an erup-
tion and so that air traffic is warned of 
potential dangers. 

The NVEWS Advisory Committee is 
integral to this program. It provides 
the Secretary of the Interior with in-
formation on current program activi-
ties and relevant research that may 
improve the program going forward. 

b 1650 
The committee cannot meet while 

the program is unauthorized, however, 
so reauthorization is essential to get 
the committee working again. 

While we cannot stop volcanic erup-
tions, we can take prudent steps to 
minimize damage and loss of life. That 
is precisely what this program is in-
tended to do. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this bill, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HERNÁNDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of this bill to reauthorize the 
National Volcano Early Warning and 
Monitoring System. 

This program is essential to the pub-
lic safety mission of the United States 
Geological Survey. Working in coordi-
nation with the Department of Trans-
portation, the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, NOAA, and FEMA, the Na-
tional Volcano Early Warning and 
Monitoring System helps us better 
forecast volcanic activity and prepare 
for emergencies. This forecasting helps 
save lives, protects property, and safe-
guards our infrastructure. 

This program reflects that the Fed-
eral Government works best in coordi-
nation with the community, and it sup-
ports outside science and expertise. It 
works in partnership with local govern-
ment and emergency managers, pro-
vides grants to universities and re-
search institutions, and ensures that 
data is shared openly with the public. 
That means communities have the in-
formation they need when it counts the 
most. 

The early warning system was first 
authorized through the bipartisan Din-
gell Act with a clear mission: to mon-
itor, warn, and protect. 

Since then, scientists have been able 
to expand our volcano monitoring pro-
gram to ensure that every dangerous 
volcano in the United States is tracked 
at appropriate levels, allowing experts 
to issue timely and accurate warnings 
to protect communities from avoidable 
harm. 

I am grateful for the bipartisan work 
my colleagues put into this bill to en-
sure that the program gets the funding 
it deserves. I am happy to support the 
continuity of this program, and I urge 
my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Alaska 
(Mr. BEGICH), the lead sponsor of this 
bill. 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 3176, the bill to reau-
thorize the National Volcano Early 
Warning and Monitoring System. 
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This is a program of national impor-

tance. Volcano monitoring strengthens 
safety and emergency preparedness 
across the country, from the Cascades 
to Hawaii to the Rockies, but there is 
no question that Alaska has the most 
at stake. 

Our State is home to over 130 active 
volcanos, by far the largest concentra-
tion in the United States. These aren’t 
isolated or dormant. Mount Spurr, just 
80 miles from Anchorage, reached a 
yellow alert level due to elevated seis-
mic activity earlier this year, and it is 
still listed as a very high threat by the 
most recent edition of the USGS Na-
tional Volcanic Threat Assessment. If 
it erupts, as it did in 1992 and 1953, 
ashfall could shut down air traffic, 
damage critical infrastructure, and put 
lives at risk. 

H.R. 3176 is a straightforward, 5-year 
reauthorization that keeps the pro-
gram funded and operational. It main-
tains existing funding levels but pro-
vides the U.S. Geological Survey and 
its partners with the continuity that 
they need to monitor high-threat vol-
canos and coordinate real-time alerts 
with emergency responders. 

Early warning is essential. It gives 
pilots time to reroute, gives commu-
nities time to prepare, and saves lives, 
especially in rural, high-risk States 
like Alaska where response logistics 
are already challenging. 

This is a bipartisan, science-based 
system that works. I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 3176 and ensure 
that every community living in the 
shadow of volcanic risk has the tools to 
stay safe. 

Mr. HERNÁNDEZ. Mr. Speaker, in 
closing, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I would again commend my col-
league from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) for 
working to pass meaningful legislation 
that can save lives. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting H.R. 3176, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
STAUBER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3176, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONVEYANCE OF SPECIFIED FOR-
EST SERVICE PROPERTY TO 
PERRY COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3187) to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to convey a parcel of prop-
erty of the Forest Service to Perry 
County, Arkansas, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3187 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE OF SPECIFIED FOREST 

SERVICE PROPERTY TO PERRY 
COUNTY, ARKANSAS. 

(a) REQUIRED CONVEYANCE.—Subject to this 
section, if the County submits to the Secretary a 
written request for conveyance of the property 
described in subsection (b) not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall convey to the County all right, 
title, and interest of the United States in and to 
the property described in subsection (b). 

(b) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The property referred to in 

subsection (a) is the parcel of real property, in-
cluding all land and improvements, generally re-
ferred to as parcel 850–10555–001 in the urban 
property records of the County, consisting of 
approximately 0.81 acres of Forest Service land 
located at 1069 Fourche Avenue, Perryville, Ar-
kansas 72126. 

(2) SURVEY.—The exact acreage and legal de-
scription of land to be conveyed under sub-
section (a) shall be determined by a survey satis-
factory to the Secretary. 

(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The conveyance 
under subsection (a) shall be— 

(1) subject to valid existing rights; 
(2) subject to reversion under subsection (g); 
(3) made without consideration; 
(4) made by quitclaim deed; and 
(5) subject to such other terms and conditions 

as the Secretary considers to be appropriate to 
protect the interests of the United States. 

(d) COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—As a condition of 
the conveyance under subsection (a), the Coun-
ty shall pay all costs associated with the con-
veyance, including the cost of— 

(1) a survey, if necessary, under subsection 
(b)(2); 

(2) any environmental analysis or resources 
survey required under Federal law; and 

(3) any analysis required to comply with divi-
sion A of subtitle III of title 54, United States 
Code (commonly referred to as the ‘‘National 
Historic Preservation Act’’). 

(e) ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS.—Notwith-
standing section 120(h)(3)(A) of the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 
9620(h)(3)(A)), the Secretary shall not be re-
quired to provide any covenant or warranty for 
the property and improvements conveyed to the 
County under subsection (a). 

(f) PUBLIC PURPOSES USE.—The property con-
veyed under subsection (a) shall be used only 
for public purposes, such as supporting edu-
cation and youth development. 

(g) REVERSION.—If the property conveyed 
under subsection (a) ceases to be used in a man-
ner consistent with subsection (f), the property 
shall, at the discretion of the Secretary, revert 
to the United States. 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COUNTY.—The term ‘‘County’’ means Perry 

County, Arkansas. 
(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 

the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the 
Chief of the Forest Service. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER) and the gen-
tleman from Puerto Rico (Mr. 
HERNÁNDEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3187, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of H.R. 3187, led by my friend 
and colleague from Arkansas, Rep-
resentative HILL. 

This legislation directs the Secretary 
of Agriculture to convey a vacant For-
est Service building and less than 1 
acre of surrounding land in Perryville, 
Arkansas, to Perry County. 

This property has sat vacant for 
years, and the Forest Service has no 
plans for its use. In the meantime, the 
building has been damaged by weather 
and continues to decline structurally. 
Every year, it stays vacant, resulting 
in higher repair costs and increased li-
ability for the Federal Government and 
taxpayers. Instead of watching this 
asset deteriorate, we have the chance 
to put it to productive use for the local 
community. 

For more than a decade, Perry Coun-
ty sought to acquire this site to meet 
pressing needs in education, conserva-
tion, and youth development. The 
county intends to renovate and repur-
pose the building to provide a perma-
nent home for the University of Arkan-
sas Extension Program, the Perry 
County Conservation District, and 4–H 
youth programs. Having a dedicated fa-
cility will allow these organizations to 
expand their services and better sup-
port the people of Perry County. 

This bill is also fiscally responsible. 
It will eliminate the Federal cost of 
maintaining an idle, deteriorating 
building. By transferring the site, we 
stop wasting resources and empower 
local leaders to transform a declining 
Federal property into a hub for edu-
cation, conservation, and youth pro-
grams. 

H.R. 3187 is a commonsense solution. 
It cuts costs, eliminates waste, and 
supports youth engagement in con-
servation. I commend Representative 
HILL for his championing this thought-
ful legislation which will support com-
munity development in a rural county 
with limited resources. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 3187, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HERNÁNDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3187, a bill to convey a small but mean-
ingful parcel of Forest Service prop-
erty to Perry County, Arkansas. 

This legislation will direct the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to convey a little 
less than 1 acre of land located in Per-
ryville, Arkansas, including any struc-
tures on the property, to Perry County, 
should the county request a transfer 
within 180 days of enactment. 
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