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helping shape the transportation indus-
try with trailers: flatbeds, refrigerated,
and dry freight. Since then, the com-
pany has been expanding past its host-
ess city roots to 11 different plants
across America, employing 4,000 people.

In the 1940s, the company revolution-
ized food distribution by circulating air
over ice blocks to keep things fresh.

In World War II, the company was
honored with the Army-Navy Excel-
lence Award for making military-grade
trailers to support troops in Europe.

Then 9 years ago, a state-of-the-art
research and development lab opened
for the company in Savannah.

Mr. Speaker, let us celebrate this ex-
traordinary company whose legacy of
innovation, endurance, and excellence
continues to shape the world of trans-
portation and inspire future genera-
tions.

———

FUNCTIONING IN THE FACE OF AN
AFFORDABILITY CRISIS

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because American utility prices
are going up and those currently in
charge of this country are doing noth-
ing about it. My constituents are look-
ing at monthly bills that have in-
creased by 19 percent, and that is not
affordability-plus-plus-plus.

Rather than looking for bipartisan
solutions to make energy more afford-
able, this majority and the Trump ad-
ministration continue to fixate on put-
ting young people back in coal mines
and opening Alaska to oil and gas drill-
ing. There is no set correlation be-
tween more drilling and lower con-
sumer prices.

We must act now to fix our outdated
electric grid to bring more renewable
energy sources online. This will make
us less reliant on natural gas prices
that fluctuate.

This week, the majority brought bills
before this House, claiming to save
Americans money on utility bills.
These bills did nothing to update our
electric grid, interconnect clean energy
projects, or combat the Trump admin-
istration’s attacks on clean energy per-
mitting.

Mr. Speaker, while we waste our time
on this legislation, I continue to hear
from constituents worried about being
able to afford their next utility bill.
This is not how Congress should func-
tion in the face of an affordability cri-
sis, and this crisis is real.

———

CELEBRATING NATIONAL GUARD’S
389th BIRTHDAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, Saturday is the National
Guard’s 389th birthday. Nearly four
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centuries ago, the National Guard was
founded in the Massachusetts Bay Col-
ony. Since then, the National Guard
has exemplified the spirit of citizen
soldiers. These are ordinary men and
women who answer the call to serve
their community and country at a mo-
ment’s notice.

From the footprints that mark the
snows of Valley Forge to the sandy
beaches at Normandy, from the skies
above Vietnam to the deserts of the
Persian Gulf, the National Guard has
been there for America every step of
the way. For 389 years, these men and
women have represented America’s
best.

Mr. Speaker, today we honor the men
and women who have worn the uniform
of the National Guard, past and
present. We salute their sacrifice, their
courage, and unwavering dedication to
serving the American people through
war and peace, disaster and recovery,
and every moment in between.

Happy birthday to the National
Guard.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF CANDIS
KING

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor the life of Miss Candis
King. Candis was a lifelong resident of
Prince William County and the beloved
daughter of my friend, Delegate Candi
Mundon King, and Deputy Sheriff Josh-
ua King.

Candis was known for her kindness
and creativity and the ability to
brighten every room. She left a lasting
impact on her peers, teachers, and
community. Tragically, Candis passed
away from complications of sickle cell
disease. We need to invest more in
medical research, expand access to
care, and raise greater national atten-
tion to this serious disease.

I extend my deepest condolences to
Delegate King, Deputy Sheriff King,
and their entire family. Their strength
in the face of unimaginable loss is
truly inspiring.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring the life of Miss
Candis King who was only 15 years old
when she passed. Though her time was
far too short, her legacy of joy, cre-
ativity, and resilience will endure.

———

WELCOMING SWIRE COCA-COLA TO
COLORADO SPRINGS

(Mr. CRANK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRANK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome the Swire Coca-Cola
manufacturing plant to Colorado
Springs. This week, the company an-
nounced a 620,000-square-foot facility
at Peak Innovation Park near the Col-
orado Springs airport. This is an in-
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vestment of $475 million and will create
at least 170 jobs. It will modernize pro-
duction for more than 230 beverage op-
tions across 60 well-known Coca-Cola
brands.

I also congratulate the Colorado
Springs Chamber of Commerce for
bringing this economic boost to the
Pikes Peak region. This news shows
once again that Colorado Springs is be-
coming an economic titan of the West
and a destination for global brands.

Mr. Speaker, I am personally very ex-
cited for easier access to my favorite
drink, Diet Coke, right in my home-
town.

——
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CONGRATULATING MARYJO
McCLOSKEY

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize George Fox University Wom-
en’s Golf Head Coach MaryJo McClos-
key.

In 2006, Coach MJ helped found the
women’s golf program at George Fox,
and since then, she has coached hun-
dreds of talented student-athletes.

During her time coaching, she has
put together an inspiring track record.
She is an 8-time NCAA Division III
West Region Coach of the Year, a 10-
time Northwest Conference Coach of
the Year, and has an NCAA National
Championship under her belt.

In addition to coaching her award
winning team, she recently published a
book titled ‘“When Girls Win,” which
delves into the personal challenges
Coach MJ has faced as a woman in a
male-dominated field while illustrating
how people like you and me can build a
winning mindset.

MaryJo has been a fixture at George
Fox University, and her hard work and
determination led her to be one of two
inductees to the Women’s Golf Coaches
Association’s Hall of Fame.

Oregon’s Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict is extremely proud of what Coach
MJ has achieved. Her tremendous
honor is not only a testament to the
investment she has made in herself,
but also to her family, her community,
and, most importantly, to her team.

I congratulate Coach MJ.

————

RECOGNIZING EMMA HALL

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize my friend, Ms.
Emma Hall, my deputy chief of staff
and the first and only communications
director since the beginning of my
journey here to D.C.

Emma has served in my office and
the constituents of Utah’s Fourth Con-
gressional District for nearly 5 years.
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During this time, I have come to rely
on her sharp instincts, her keen atten-
tion to detail, and her unwavering
commitment to keeping my constitu-
ents back home informed of the day-to-
day effort here in Washington.

It is often said in Congress that if we
do not communicate what we are
doing, then folks back home will as-
sume that we are doing nothing. With
relentless consistency, every bill, let-
ter, hearing, and townhall meeting has
been communicated with my constitu-
ents with professionalism, clarity, and,
if I may say, refinement. Ms. Hall is
meticulously organized, with tasks
completed weeks ahead of schedule.
Nothing is left to the last minute.

She is the heart and soul of our team.
No birthday is forgotten without a
card, cake, and celebration.

Over these last 5 years, her leader-
ship and thoughtfulness have helped in
the effort to make our team feel like a
family. For that, Emma will always re-
main a member of Team Owens.

Mr. Speaker, our entire team will
miss Emma. We wish her the very best
in her new endeavor.

——
IMMIGRATION

(Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today out of deep con-
cern for the direction of our Nation.
Immigration policies restricting green
card holders, banning asylum seekers
from 19 Third World countries, cutting
their worker visas, and terminating
TPS will have dire economic con-
sequences.

Immigrants have sustained Amer-
ica’s economy for generations, and in
my home State of Florida, they make
up over 30 percent of our workforce and
contribute more than $170 billion in
spending power.

Many industries, such as construc-
tion, agriculture, hospital, and
healthcare, are already suffering severe
worker shortages.

Ending TPS for nearly one-half mil-
lion Haitians and Venezuelans will dev-
astate these sectors, and the blanket
ban on 19 countries will block the stu-
dents, nurses, entrepreneurs, and sci-
entists and drive American innovation
to a stagnation. It blocks the next Ein-
stein and the next Carnegie.

We need strategic policies that are
workforce-driven, create merit-based
pathways, and expanded skills training
for Americans to meet this moment.

Mr. Speaker, I urge this Chamber to
support an immigration system that

strengthens American families, busi-
nesses, and economy.
——
HONORING LIEUTENANT SARAH
McCARTHY

(Mr. ONDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. ONDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Lieutenant Sarah
McCarthy, who recently passed in the
line of duty while serving the St.
Charles County Ambulance District. As
a former physician, I know firsthand
the dedication and compassion re-
quired of those who answer the call in
our emergency medical services, and
Sarah lived that calling for 23 years.

Her final act of generosity as an
organ donor reminds us, once again, of
her deep commitment to saving lives,
even in her final moments. Throughout
her service, she cared for thousands of
patients, contributed proudly to the
St. Charles County Honor Guard, and
played an important role in the STARS
program supporting children with spe-
cial medical needs.

Her colleagues remember her as
someone who never hesitated to step
forward for those in need. Lieutenant
McCarthy embodied the very best of
her profession, and she will be deeply
missed.

—————

IMPEACHING SECRETARY PETE
HEGSETH

(Mr. THANEDAR asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. THANEDAR. Mr. Speaker, this
week, I introduced articles to impeach
Secretary Pete Hegseth for murder and
conspiracy to murder and reckless and
unlawful mishandling of classified in-
formation.

From issuing orders to Kkill every-
body onboard a small boat with no evi-
dence of any wrongdoing to launching
a follow-up strike to finish off sur-
vivors barely clinging onto life, his ac-
tions are not just reprehensible but il-
legal as well.

He also put the lives of our own
troops in danger by leaking classified
war plans in an unauthorized Signal
chat. Former military attorneys have
come out and asserted that his actions
have risen to the level of war crimes.

Mr. Hegseth must resign from his po-
sition or be impeached by this House.

———

HONORING RETIRED SCHUYLER
COUNTY SHERIFF WILLIAM E.
YESSMAN, JR.

(Mr. LANGWORTHY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life and ex-
traordinary service of retired Schuyler
County Sheriff William E. Yessman,
Jr., whose passing on November 29 is
deeply felt across the community that
he faithfully served for more than
three decades.

Sheriff Yessman began his service to
our Nation in the United States Coast
Guard, demonstrating the duty, dis-
cipline, and integrity that would define
his long career in law enforcement.

He joined the Schuyler County Sher-
iff’s Office in 1985. Over 36 years, he
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rose through the ranks to ultimately
serve as the elected sheriff.

More than the top law enforcement
officer, he was a mentor who shaped
the careers of countless officers and
strengthened the department that he
loved so much. His steady guidance,
professionalism, and deep commitment
to public safety have left an indelible
mark on the entire community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the House
join me in honoring Sheriff Yessman
for his lifetime of exemplary service
and in extending our deepest condo-
lences to his wife, Anne; his son, Ser-
geant Andrew Yessman; and the entire
Yessman family.

———————

MINNEAPOLIS FIRST ALL-NATIVE
FIRE CREW

(Ms. OMAR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the Minneapolis Fire De-
partment for the historic assembly of
their first all-Native fire crew.

Manned by Captain Michael Graves,
fire motor operator Jessie Strong, and
firefighters Johnny Crow and Bobby
Headbird, the new crew operates En-
gine 10 out of Fire House Number 6 in
Minneapolis.

The four firefighters share one goal:
to build trust between the department
and the communities it serves.

Beyond responding to fire and emer-
gency medical calls across south Min-
neapolis, the crew makes a diligent ef-
fort to attend community events and
ensure young kids see their identities
represented in public service.

I am incredibly grateful for the work
they do to keep our city safe and in-
spire future generations to give back to
their communities.

——
O 1100

MANDATES MAKE HEALTHCARE
UNAFFORDABLE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, afford-
ability is the buzzword of late. It is
also the keyword in the Affordable
Care Act, which kicked in well over a
decade ago.

Where are we at now? We are about
to run into a cliff here at the end of
this month because it isn’t affordable,
and it can’t be paid for by conventional
means. Instead, we have to pay for it
with borrowed money.

What makes things unaffordable to
begin with in the medical industry?
Mandates make things unaffordable,
whether it is mandates on hospitals,
mandates on doctors, or mandates on
any aspect of the cost of equipment.
Again, energy is a big part of every-
thing just to run our buildings, just to
run offices, just to run clinics.
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