United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 19 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 171

WASHINGTON, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025

No. 210

Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, December 15, 2025, at 3 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Receive us into Your presence, O
God, and accept our offerings of praise
and the intentions of our hearts, for we
come before You just as we are, with
deep desires to serve You faithfully in
this place where what we do has impact
on our communities and our country,
on our neighbors as well as on this Na-
tion.

With our eyes on You, may we be dis-
inclined to assume that it is our suc-
cess, our influence, or our efforts that
will matter at the end of the day.

Rather, help us to see that when we
live the lives You have called us to,
when we are obedient to Your law,
when we demonstrate Your compas-
sion, when we humble ourselves to
Your divine plan, our work should re-
veal Your impact on each of us and
Your power over this world.

God, You so love us that You, know-
ing both our strengths and weaknesses,
our character and our quirks, nonethe-
less, You not only receive us, You use
us to do the work of Your kingdom
even here.

Enable us, then, to be good and faith-
ful servants that we may share in Your
eternal joy.

It is in the strength of Your name we
pray.

Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. DAVIS) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

IMPORTANCE OF NDAA PASSAGE

(Mr. DOWNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOWNING. Mr. Speaker, I want
to take this opportunity to recognize
the importance of the House’s passage
of the 2026 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act earlier this week.

The 2026 NDAA codifies critical pro-
visions of President Trump’s peace
through strength agenda, including au-

thorizing full funding for the Sentinel
ICBM program. The Sentinel program
is set to provide essential upgrades to
the land-based component of our nu-
clear triad.

I thank the airmen, the security
forces, the missileers, everyone at
Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great
Falls, Montana, for their continued
hard work on the initial planning and
construction phases of this project.

Nuclear deterrence is the bedrock of
our national security. As China and
Russia rapidly expand their arsenals
and modernize their missile capabili-
ties, we cannot fall behind.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues on continuing congressional
support for Sentinel as this program
progresses.

————
THANKING MACKENZIE SCOTT

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
note the extraordinary act of patriot-
ism of one of our fellow citizens. I rise
today to thank MacKenzie Scott, for-
merly the wife of Jeff Bezos, for donat-
ing $60 million to Bowie State Univer-
sity, the largest single contribution in
the school’s history.

Bowie State University is not only
Maryland’s oldest HBCU; it is one of
our State’s finest higher education in-
stitutions, period.

MacKenzie Scott’s generous gift will
help make Bowie State University even
more affordable and support the
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groundbreaking research its students
produce every day.

With her historic donations to Bowie
State University, Morgan State Uni-
versity, and the University of Mary-
land Eastern Shore, MacKenzie has
proven herself to be an honorary Mary-
lander, an American who cares about
investing in our future, an American
who understands the critical impor-
tance of education in our State, in our
Nation, and for our kids and for our fu-
ture. I thank MacKenzie Scott.

———

HEALTHCARE AND
AFFORDABILITY

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I began this week in my dis-
trict at Penn State Abington’s new
Collegiate Recovery Program with stu-
dents in recovery for drug or alcohol
addiction or who have been affected by
others with addiction.

It is a place for students to be in
community with each other and with
professors and experts in addiction and
recovery. How I wish every school and
every family would have such an oppor-
tunity.

What are we doing here in D.C.? The
President and Republicans in Congress
are ripping the hope of recovery away
for so many, slashing and shuttering
SAMHSA, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administra-
tion.

Their big, beautiful bill gutted nearly
$1 trillion from Medicaid. In my State,
100,000 people through Medicaid have
access to treatment and to recovery.
That is in jeopardy.

In 19 days, ACA tax credits will ex-
pire, spiking premiums overnight. Mr.
Speaker, 30,000 Pennsylvanians have al-
ready dropped coverage. By the end of
January, it is estimated by my Gov-
ernor that 150,000 will be without insur-
ance.

The students I met with are so
young. They have people and resources
on their side. I have such hope for
them. We should want the same for ev-
eryone.

————

WE DON'T NEED ANOTHER
REGIME-CHANGE WAR

(Mr. KHANNA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to sound the alarm on the mili-
tary buildup in the Caribbean, edging
us closer to a regime-change war in
Venezuela.

The Trump administration has sent
the USS Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier,
our largest aircraft carrier. Mr. Speak-
er, 10 percent of our Navy is in the Car-
ibbean, including destroyers and sub-
marines.

We have got 15,000 troops in Florida
and Puerto Rico, including marines
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who are ready for amphibious landings,
and we have F-35s and B-52s flying
across the Caribbean and Venezuelan
airspace.

After Iraq, after Libya, after 20 years
in Afghanistan, after Yemen, we do not
need another regime-change war. It is
time for the American people to oppose
a regime-change war in Venezuela.

————

PUTTING UP POINTS ON THE
SCOREBOARD

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, here is the scoreboard. It
seems the game of mid-decade redis-
tricting is still ongoing. I commend In-
diana for recognizing that this isn’t
good for democracy, and it is not good
for our country.

It is wrong for Democrats and it is
wrong for Republicans to draw maps
mid-decade for the sole purpose of put-
ting up points on the scoreboard, which
is why I introduced the RESET Act and
call on Congress to pass it. Congress
must restore electoral stability to en-
hance trust.

With elections every other year,
imagine assemblies across the country
waiting to see the results, only to re-
draw the congressional districts to run
up the points. The people deserve bet-
ter. The people deserve their voices to
be heard. We must put our constituents
first. Stop the political gamesmanship
and bring this redistricting madness to
an end.

CONGRATULATING SOUTH
HIGH SCHOOL
VOLLEYBALL TEAM

(Ms. GILLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GILLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with great pride to congratulate
South Side High School’s girls’
volleyball team on winning the New
York State Class A girls’ volleyball
championship.

On behalf of Nassau County and New
York’s Fourth Congressional District, I
want to take this opportunity to com-
mend and celebrate these young ath-
letes for their dedication, their team-
work, and their perseverance.

This year’s championship marks
South Side’s second State title in pro-
gram history and its first since 1993, a
testament to the strong foundation
built by players and coaches over
many, many years.

I congratulate the Cyclones on their
remarkable victory. They have made
Rockville Centre and New York’s
Fourth Congressional District very
proud.
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APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUALS
TO THE COMMISSION TO STUDY
THE POTENTIAL TRANSFER OF
THE WEITZMAN NATIONAL MU-
SEUM OF AMERICAN JEWISH
HISTORY TO THE SMITHSONIAN
INSTITUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOORE of Utah). The Chair announces
the Speaker’s appointment, pursuant
to section 2(b)(2) of the Commission to
Study the Potential Transfer of the
Weitzman National Museum of Amer-
ican Jewish History to the Smithso-
nian Institution Act (Public Law 118-
144), and the order of the House of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, of the following individ-
uals on the part of the House to the
Commission to Study the Potential
Transfer of the Weitzman National Mu-
seum of American Jewish History to
the Smithsonian Institution:

Mr. Paul Packer, Boca Raton, Flor-
ida

Mr. Michael Goldfarb, McLean, Vir-
ginia

——
IMPROVING INTERAGENCY CO-
ORDINATION FOR PIPELINE RE-
VIEWS ACT

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 936, I call up the
bill (H.R. 3668) to promote interagency
coordination for reviewing certain au-
thorizations under section 3 of the Nat-
ural Gas Act, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS of Texas). Pursuant to House
Resolution 936, the bill is considered
read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3668

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Improving
Interagency Coordination for Pipeline Re-
views Act”.

SEC. 2. PROMOTING INTERAGENCY COORDINA-
TION FOR REVIEW OF NATURAL GAS
PIPELINES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CoMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission.

(2) FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION.—The term
“Federal authorization” has the meaning
given that term in section 15(a) of the Nat-
ural Gas Act (156 U.S.C. 717n(a)).

(3) NEPA REVIEW.—The term ‘“NEPA re-
view’”’ means the process of reviewing a pro-
posed Federal action under section 102 of the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4332).

(4) PROJECT-RELATED NEPA REVIEW.—The
term ‘‘project-related NEPA review’ means
any NEPA review required to be conducted
with respect to the issuance of an authoriza-
tion under section 3 of the Natural Gas Act
or a certificate of public convenience and ne-
cessity under section 7 of such Act.

(b) COMMISSION NEPA REVIEW RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES.—In acting as the lead agency under
section 15(b)(1) of the Natural Gas Act for



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-12-13T04:29:10-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




