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California, to join other men and 
women from around the country to aid 
southern California in this horrendous 
and heartbreaking effort to quench the 
fire. 

As we see historic wildfires across 
California, the intensity will continue 
to remain, and our fervor and our com-
mitment to support our first respond-
ers will be swift. 

As a Representative for Oakland, 
California, and for California’s 12th 
District, I will continue to ensure that 
California’s 12th Congressional District 
is prepared and climate resilient. I am 
committed to making sure that our de-
partments in my district and through-
out California have what they need to 
keep Californians safe. 

f 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S 
RETALIATORY TARIFFS 

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, this in-
stitution has a choice: Either to be an 
independent deliberative body or to be 
a rubberstamp for foolish policies. 

What man desires to punish our 
neighbors, to insult and intimidate our 
closest ally Canada, when they have 
done nothing to warrant this action? 

Levying a tariff is an economic tool 
to be used carefully and strategically 
to deal with bad actors on the inter-
national scene who willfully undercut 
American fair trade. This 25 percent 
tariff that is proposed on Canada is 
counterproductive and mean-spirited. 
Its application to Mexico is equally 
devastating to us. 

It will raise prices for everyday 
Americans. When they go to the stores, 
the prices of over 1,200 goods will rise, 
with no rise in their paycheck. It will 
impact goods sold by American compa-
nies in Canada and Mexico as they im-
pose retaliatory tariffs to defend them-
selves. 

American families, not foreign lead-
ers, will bear the burden. The President 
himself acknowledged Americans 
would face some pain. Wall Street and 
Main Street alike know that the prices 
of agricultural products, cars, steel, 
and gas will rise. All of this is a self-in-
flicted wound, and it is all unneces-
sary. This institution needs to listen to 
Ronald Reagan. Ronald Reagan spoke 
eloquently and warned American poli-
ticians not to do this. 

f 

HONORING THERON GOYNES 

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an amazing activist, ed-
ucator, organizer, trailblazer, family 
man, and friend. Mayor Theron Goynes 
was a pillar of the North Las Vegas 
community, and Nevadans said good- 
bye to him last week. 

Mayor Goynes began his service in 
the Air Force and carried on as an edu-
cator in the Clark County School Dis-
trict first as a teacher, then counselor, 
adult education coordinator, assistant 
principal, and then principal. 

He spent 20 years on the North Las 
Vegas City Council, 12 of them as 
mayor pro tempore. Before his passing, 
he witnessed his daughter become the 
first Black mayor of any city in Ne-
vada, for the same city where he 
served. 

Mayor Goynes’ life was dedicated to 
making things better for others, and a 
grateful community honors his con-
tributions to this day. 

I would like to extend my heartfelt 
condolences to the family and the 
Theron H. and Naomi D. Goynes Ele-
mentary School located in my congres-
sional district where we celebrate his 
years of diligent service and commit-
ment to community. 

A graduate of Prairie View A&M Uni-
versity and a member of Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Incorporated, Mayor 
Goynes lived a life that inspires so 
many who knew him and set an exam-
ple for all to aspire to. The North Las 
Vegas community will miss his leader-
ship, his commitment to others, and 
his charming smile. 

We are thankful for all Mayor 
Goynes has given us. 

Rest in peace. Rest in power. 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO 
THE COMMISSION TO STUDY THE 
POTENTIAL CREATION OF A NA-
TIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN PA-
CIFIC AMERICAN HISTORY AND 
CULTURE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to section 2(b)(2) 
of the Commission to Study the Poten-
tial Creation of a National Museum of 
Asian Pacific American History and 
Culture Act (Public Law 117–140), and 
the order of the House of January 3, 
2025, of the following individual on the 
part of the House to the Commission to 
Study the Potential Creation of a Na-
tional Museum of Asian Pacific Amer-
ican History and Culture to fill the ex-
isting vacancy thereon: 

Ms. Michelle Park Steel, Surfside, 
California 

f 

PALESTINE BELONGS TO THE 
PALESTINIANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise, a proud, liberated Dem-
ocrat, unbossed, unbought, and 
unafraid. I rise as one who is not a sun-
shine freedom fighter, as one who can 
stand before the crowds. This is what a 
sunshine freedom fighter does. He 
stands before the crowd with plenty of 

people to surround him and receives 
the cheers. 

I believe that there are times when 
one has to stand alone, and on some 
issues it is better to stand alone, Mr. 
Speaker, than not stand at all. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise to pro-
claim February 4, 2025, as a day that 
will live in infamy. It was a day when 
the leaders of two nuclear powers stood 
next to each other, and these nuclear 
power representatives, these persons 
who had the ability to create a nuclear 
holocaust, something that not even the 
mind of Dante can imagine, these two 
persons made comments about Gaza. 

One person said: It would be nice— 
not in these exact words—to make 
Gaza a better place for people to live. I 
am paraphrasing, but this person went 
on to talk about how this superpower 
would take over Gaza and how this su-
perpower might, at some point, have 
the American military have boots on 
the ground in Gaza. These are not the 
exact words. 

These two superpowers dared to work 
together. The other said: Well, I think 
this is an idea worth considering, to 
have the Palestinians move to another 
location. 

These two superpowers, the United 
States of America and Israel, were rep-
resented by the President of the United 
States and the Prime Minister of 
Israel. These are two superpowers that 
are not in the business of saying things 
without thought, or they shouldn’t be 
if they do. 

These two superpowers could 
operationalize what they say. The 
United States of America can go into 
Gaza by and through its military. It 
can take over Gaza, and it can remove 
the Palestinians from Gaza. The United 
States of America has already, with 
our tax dollars, sent money into Israel 
and munitions to Israel, and Israel has 
gone into Gaza. 

Yes, I know why. Yes, I believe that 
what Hamas did was a dastardly deed. 
Yes, that should have been redressed. 
However, there is a point in time when 
your redress becomes an offense as op-
posed to a defense. 

Israel went into Gaza and killed 
thousands of babies, obliterated 
schools, and destroyed hospitals and 
infrastructure. Israel, with our tax dol-
lars, and some of their own and others’ 
perhaps, but our tax dollars, Israel de-
stroyed Gaza. The President himself 
has said that Gaza is no longer habit-
able. These are not the exact words. 
Israel and the United States of Amer-
ica, represented by their various 
agents, are now indicating that Gaza 
can be taken over. 

I marveled, quite frankly, at some-
thing that happened. The President of 
the United States of America said: I 
talked to everybody, and everybody I 
have talked to agrees. 

Apparently, the Saudis didn’t agree. 
Apparently, the Jordanians didn’t 
agree. The Egyptians didn’t agree. The 
Europeans didn’t agree. There seems to 
be great disagreement with what the 
President said he would do in Gaza. 
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Mr. President, for your edification, 

and Mr. Prime Minister, for your edu-
cation and edification, you should have 
talked to the Palestinians. You talked 
to people other than the Palestinians 
about what would happen to the Pal-
estinians. The Palestinians are not cat-
tle, and they are not animals that you 
can herd and push in one corner or de-
cide you can go here and be happy. The 
Palestinians have the right to self-de-
termination in their land. 

Gaza belongs to Palestinians. At one 
time that whole area was called Pal-
estine. Now you can’t find Palestine on 
a map. 

I want you to know, Mr. Netanyahu, 
that what you said when you said this 
was worthy of consideration, you were 
agreeing with what the President of 
the United States said. I want both of 
you to know that this act, what you 
are proposing, was ethnic cleansing. It 
is ethnic cleansing, Mr. President. It is 
ethnic cleansing, Mr. Prime Minister. 

The two of you are superpowers. We 
are a global superpower, the United 
States of America. Israel is a regional 
superpower. You can operationalize 
what you say. You ought to be careful 
about the things that you say when 
you are speaking about the lives of 
other people. I want you to know, the 
two of you, that what you have done 
cannot be erased. It is indelible. It is 
indelible. It is a stain on Israel, and it 
will be a stain on Israel. 

From now until the end of time, peo-
ple will remember that the Prime Min-
ister of Israel, the Prime Minister of 
the state that passed a law that said 
that from the river of the sea there will 
be no Palestinian state. That is what 
the Israeli Knesset did. The Prime Min-
ister of Israel has agreed that the Pal-
estinians could be taken away or 
moved and that the United States 
would take over Gaza. 

Mr. Prime Minister and Mr. Presi-
dent, what you have done brings shame 
onto both countries. I love my country, 
but you have brought shame on it. 

That doesn’t mean I don’t still love 
it, because I love what it stands for. I 
salute the flag, say the Pledge of Alle-
giance, and sing the national anthem. 
However, the greatness of America is 
not in whether I will do these things. 
The greatness of America is in whether 
we will appreciate and allow people 
who do not do these things to have the 
freedom to do them. 

b 1145 

What I am saying to both of you is 
this: You brought shame on your re-
spective countries, the United States of 
America and Israel. That shame is 
something that you cannot walk back. 
You can’t crawl it back. You can’t 
slither it back. 

You brought shame on two great 
countries, and I assure you that it will 
live on your records and live in the an-
nals of time forever, a day that will 
live in infamy, February 4. 

It also calls to mind something else. 
It calls to mind now how this didn’t 

just start on February 4, 2025. It start-
ed in 1948, when the United States of 
America was the first country to recog-
nize Israel as a country. When we did 
it, we did not recognize a state for the 
Palestinians. 

That was the genesis of it, and it has 
now come to fruition that the Israelis, 
by and through their Prime Minister, 
desire to have us take over Gaza. 

This is shameful. Here is what I 
think has to happen, and I speak for 
myself and everybody who agrees with 
me: I will boycott. I will boycott. 

I want my colleagues to hear that. 
You have put us in a position such 
that, if we disapprove of this kind of 
invidious discrimination and harm that 
is being perpetrated, we can’t say any-
thing about it. I am saying: I will boy-
cott. 

My first boycott will take place when 
there is a vote on sending more money, 
more tax dollars, to Israel. If you bring 
a standalone bill to the floor, I am 
going to boycott with my vote. I will 
not vote to send another dime to 
Israel. Israel has to do more than sim-
ply say: Well, what we said the other 
day was not a big deal. We were just 
talking about a temporary relocation. 

That is not what you said. We are not 
going to let you crawl that back, so I 
am going to boycott. 

I know that there are persons who be-
lieve that to say that is somehow inap-
propriate. I am saying it live here and 
now. I will boycott. 

I also understand that if I or someone 
else, any two of my colleagues, took to 
a podium and have it televised, and if 
you would say, ‘‘I believe we ought to 
buy Israel and ought to relocate the 
Israelis,’’ I believe that if you said 
that, they would never live it down. 
Members would be called anti-Semitic 
if they talked about relocating Israel 
the same way people are talking about 
relocating the people of Gaza, the Pal-
estinians. You would be anti-Semitic. 

What does that make the President 
of the United States and the Prime 
Minister of Israel? You have to be anti- 
Palestinian. You cannot say what you 
said and not be anti-Palestinian. 

This day is going to live in infamy. 
This will be forever a part of your his-
tory—anti-Palestinian. It didn’t just 
start in that moment in time. It had to 
be a part of the Knesset of Israel when 
they voted. They voted to not have a 
Palestinian state west of the Jordan. 
That is another way of saying: From 
the river to the sea, there will be no 
Palestinian state. 

You can’t say that in this country. If 
you say that, you will be labeled an 
anti-Semite. If you say that and you 
are a Member of Congress, you will be 
brought into the House and you would 
be sanctioned for it. It happened to one 
of my colleagues, someone that I have 
respect for—may I change that—I have 
great respect for. 

It happened to her, RASHIDA TLAIB. 
‘‘From the river to the sea,’’ and you 
are sanctioned, but you can pass a law 
in the Knesset saying that from the 

river to the sea, there will be no Pales-
tinian state? 

It was a slogan that she could not 
operationalize, by the way. You can 
operationalize what you say, Mr. Presi-
dent, Mr. Prime Minister. Yet, you 
don’t want others to say what you are 
doing. You talk about how the Pal-
estinians—more specifically, Hamas— 
are an existential threat to Israel. 

You, Mr. President, and you, Mr. 
Prime Minister, are not just an exis-
tential threat. You are 
operationalizing that threat. You are, 
as I speak and as you spoke, making 
your plans to take over Gaza. 

You ought to have some sense of jus-
tice, righteousness, and fair play, 
which seems to be absent from your 
very souls for you to say these things 
and then deny others the ability to say 
them—to have already done this, de-
nied others the ability of saying what 
you are doing. 

There is no amount of shame that 
you can show now. I assure you this 
will be a stain on your records forever 
and a stain on the State of Israel and 
on the United States of America that 
you would go to the podium and do 
this. 

You have done other things, Mr. 
President. I am not going to go 
through an entire laundry list. I will 
talk about many of these things from 
time to time. 

I want you to know, Mr. President, 
that I—personal pronoun—standing 
alone here in the House of Representa-
tives, not looking for a cheering crowd, 
not looking for people to pat me on the 
back—most of the people don’t bother 
to care, it seems—but I—I—will bring 
what you fear the most because you 
have talked about how you think that 
we shouldn’t have done what we did. I, 
who laid the foundation for impeach-
ment in the House of Representatives, 
along with the Honorable MAXINE 
WATERS—I don’t want to ever take 
away the role that she played because 
she was there, but I—I will bring Arti-
cles of Impeachment to this floor. 

I will bring Articles of Impeachment 
to the floor of the House of Representa-
tives. I am not saying that the Articles 
of Impeachment will be about this, and 
I am not saying what I am talking 
about today, February 4, 2025, being a 
day to live in infamy, and I am not 
saying that they won’t. I am not say-
ing what will be in those Articles of 
Impeachment now because those Arti-
cles of Impeachment will become a re-
ality on the floor after a passage of 
time. 

We need to make sure that time has 
given other people an understanding. 
You know that I support peaceful pro-
tests. At some point, there will be peo-
ple in the streets peacefully protesting 
with signs with ‘‘impeachment’’ on 
them. 

It is going to happen. When it hap-
pens, I will come back to this floor at 
some point. I may come back before. I 
will come back before, in fact, because 
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what I will do will help to lay the foun-
dation for the impeachment that is to 
come. 

By the way, I have 4 years to do it. I 
have 4 years. There is no rush, but I 
want you to know and I want this to 
help galvanize the public because 
marching is a great thing, but you 
have to have a goal. What is the 
endgame? For me, the endgame is to 
remove a President from office who 
would engage in ethnic cleansing. 

There are other things that I shall 
not mention now that I would have 
him removed from office for. 

You have to have the endgame, but 
that is the endgame for me. When I 
march—and I shall be marching soon. 
If I march alone, it will be to remove 
this President from office, and I have 4 
years to do it. I have this Congress, and 
there is another Congress. 

Now, there are some people who will 
agree with me if we take back the 
House. If we never take back the 
House, I am going to do it because peo-
ple need to know that there is a certain 
amount of courage within these Cham-
bers. 

There are people who will not stand 
for what we are seeing, who won’t 
stand for taking over the Department 
of Education, who won’t stand for at-
tempting to vitriolize the Nation, who 
won’t stand for attempting to roll back 
the clock to segregation. There are 
some of us who won’t stand for that. 

There are some people who will not 
stand by and watch you eviscerate the 
FBI and install people who are going to 
be loyal to you and not the Constitu-
tion. There are some people who won’t 
stand for it. Others will do things to in-
dicate their positions. I am doing 
things to indicate my position. 

I remember when I filed Articles of 
Impeachment before. It was after the 
President fired Mr. James Comey, the 
Director of the FBI. 

He fired Mr. Comey because Mr. 
Comey was investigating him. Mr. 
Comey would not tell the President: I 
am not investigating you. 

The President wanted Mr. Comey, 
out of loyalty and out of the President 
allowing him to be the Director—he ex-
pected Mr. Comey to say: Well, Mr. 
President, you are all clear. We are not 
investigating you. 

Mr. Speaker, he fired Mr. Comey, and 
we did not impeach him for that. If we 
had impeached him for that, we might 
not be here today because we have 
given him reason to believe that if he 
could fire the Director for inves-
tigating him, why not fire everybody 
that was a part of that investigation, a 
lawful investigation, based on things 
that he did? It was a lawful investiga-
tion. 

He believes he can do it. We cannot 
allow this kind of injustice to go unno-
ticed. We cannot take this notion of 
‘‘we will get to that when appropriate, 
at a later time.’’ 

Now is the time to stand up to injus-
tice. Now is the time to let people 
know that you have the guts, the cour-

age, the moral turpitude, and the 
strength of your convictions. Stand up 
for your country. Stand against what 
you see happening. 

How can you see the takeover of the 
constabulary, the FBI, the CIA? What 
Federal FBI agent will see the Presi-
dent commit a crime and call it to any-
body’s attention knowing that the 
President can fire him, knowing that 
the Supreme Court has already given 
him immunity, knowing that the 
President can take his livelihood? 

We are putting the President not 
above the law but beyond the law, be-
yond any means of redress for the in-
justices he perpetrates. 

That is not the country I want, and 
that is not the country my Republican 
friends across the aisle want. They are 
just too timid to say it. I am not. 

I want you to know also, Mr. Presi-
dent, that you are doing them a dis-
service. Here is why you are doing 
them a disservice. It is because you can 
do these dastardly things and bring 
them along, drag them along, and put 
anybody you want in charge of the De-
partment of Defense—put anybody you 
want, just anybody. It doesn’t matter. 
That is your choice. 

You can do these things, and they 
can support you, but here is where you 
harm them: America is going to wake 
up. Some of them won’t be coming 
back to Congress. You don’t worry 
about getting reelected; some of them 
do. You are putting them in a bad posi-
tion. 

Someone will say, well, AL GREEN, 
you may not come back to Congress. If 
I don’t come back, I will know that, be-
fore I left, I spoke truth not only to 
power but about power. 

b 1200 

Many of them will just leave in 
shame, afraid, in fear of the President, 
afraid that he will try to get Elon to 
spend $25 million against him just as 
they did Jamaal, just as they did 
Corey, and we never said a word about 
those. That is another speech. 

My point to you is, we cannot allow 
this kind of injustice to go unnoticed. 

I assure you that what you have done 
to bring shame on yourselves, what 
you have done, Mr. President and Mr. 
Prime Minister, to disgrace the coun-
tries that you represent will live in in-
famy. It will live in the records of the 
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica not only by virtue of this speech 
but also by written words that will be 
placed in the RECORD, so that those 
who look through the vista of time, 
when they look upon this time, they 
will know who had the guts to stand 
here in the House of Representatives 
and call out your injustices. 

Mr. Speaker, I am a person who is 
not afraid of what I have been and am 
not. I am reaching my final comments. 

These are my final comments. I have 
said I am a liberated Democrat, 
unbought, unbossed, unafraid. I am 
also woke, not in the sense that my 
colleagues have redefined the words to 

suit their unjust means, but in the 
sense that it has been defined, more 
specifically, in a dictionary. 

I am awake, and I understand injus-
tice and prejudice. I know what it 
looks like. I had the clan burn a cross 
in my yard. I know what it smells like. 
I have been called ugly names. I know 
what it sounds like. I had to go to the 
back door in my lifetime to use rest-
rooms that were never cleaned it 
seems. I know what it hurts like be-
cause I have felt the pain myself of in-
vidious discrimination. 

So I am woke. I know injustice when 
I see it, and what occurred on February 
4th was an injustice. I am woke, and I 
have this flag. This is my favorite T- 
shirt. I took a picture of it rather than 
wear it on the floor. 

I am woke and the flag says I love 
my country in spite of all this country 
has done to me. I still love my country 
because I love what it stands for, not 
the behavior that it exhibits at all 
times. 

Then I have Black lives matter. I am 
woke, and I want you to know that 
Black lives matter. I am saying I want 
you to know this because they do. 
Someone would say, but AL, don’t you 
know that all lives matter? Yes, but 
when my mother was ill and she was in 
the hospital and I spoke to the doctors 
and I knew there were other people 
who were sick, but we were talking 
about my mother. I didn’t say: Doctor, 
everybody is sick. I want you to go out 
there and help them all. I did want ev-
eryone to recover, but I knew the suf-
fering of my mother. So I explained to 
the doctor: I want you to take care of 
her. I want you to treat her with dig-
nity and respect. I want her to be a pa-
tient that means something to you. 

My mother’s life mattered. If some-
body had asked me, I would have said 
my mother’s life mattered. Well, Black 
lives matter. Black people suffered 240- 
plus years of slavery. Black people suf-
fered 100 years of invidious discrimina-
tion after having suffered—and there 
are 95 graves in Texas that prove what 
I am about to say. Black codes were 
literally used on people to place them 
in jail, then they would lease them out, 
and many of them would never ever 
have freedom again. It was convict 
leasing. 240-plus years of slavery, years 
of convict leasing, black codes, and 
then 100 years thereabout of invidious 
discrimination known as segregation, 
which was really racism by any name. 
So Black lives matter. 

I have to say this because invidious 
discrimination against Black people 
still exists, and if I don’t have the 
courage to say that Black lives matter, 
who should? 

I was elected by a good constituency, 
many of whom are Black. I fight for 
Latinos. I fight for the LGBTQ commu-
nity. I fight against anti-Islamics. I 
fight for justice for all, including 
women. I fight for justice for all, in-
cluding all of the various religious 
groups, but that doesn’t mean that I 
can’t tell you that Black lives matter 
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because of the suffering that Black 
people have endured and still endure. 

Black lives matter because America 
is not a meritocracy. I hear my col-
leagues talking about how we should 
not have any DEI programs because 
this is a meritocracy. Well, find an-
other reason because it is not a 
meritocracy. 

If America were a meritocracy where 
the most qualified person would get the 
job, you would have somebody else as 
Secretary of Defense. It is not a 
meritocracy. It is a country currently 
where conservative, White, wealthy 
men have power and where they are 
willing to use it. 

Black lives matter, I am woke, and I 
am proud to be an American. 

I will close with the remedy for all of 
these problems, Mr. Speaker. Here is 
the remedy for all of these problems. 

They are found in a poem that I 
didn’t write. The style of the poem is 
‘‘The Cold Within.’’ It speaks to what 
we shouldn’t do and in understanding 
what we shouldn’t do, we can under-
stand what we must do. 
The Cold Within: 
Six humans trapped by happenstance in 

black and bitter cold. Each one pos-
sessed a stick of wood or so the story’s 
told. 

Their dying fire in need of logs, the first man 
held his back. Because on the faces 
around the fire he noticed one was 
Black. 

And the next man looking across the way 
saw one not of his church and he 
couldn’t convince himself to give the 
fire his stick of birch. 

The third man sat in tattered clothes. He 
gave his coat a hitch. Why should his 
stick of wood be put to use to warm the 
idle rich? 

And the rich man just sat back and thought 
of all the wealth he had in store and to 
how to keep what he had earned from 
the lazy, shiftless poor. 

And the last man of the forlorn group did 
nought except for gain. Giving only to 
those who gave was how he played the 
game. 

Their logs held tight in death’s still hands. 
They didn’t die from the cold without, 
they died from the cold within. 

My dear brothers and sisters, people 
of goodwill, eliminate the cold within 
your hearts. Unite to fight the injus-
tices that can cause us to lose our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind all persons in the 
gallery that they are here as guests of 
the House and that any manifestation 
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of 
the House. 

Members are reminded to direct their 
remarks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience. 

Members are reminded to refrain 
from engaging in personalities toward 
the President. 

UNITED STATES DEBT BY CBO IS 
PROJECTED TO BE $37.2 TRIL-
LION BY SEPTEMBER 30, 2025 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, for-
give us, as we are getting ourselves or-
ganized. The gentleman from Texas 
ended a couple minutes sooner than we 
expected. 

Mr. Speaker, for anyone listening, 
whether it be staff, another Member, 
anyone that actually gives a darn, give 
me your first 4 minutes because in the 
first 4 minutes, I need to explain why 
we have been joking about it, in a dark 
way, that we are in the budget wars. 

It is about reconciliation. Why is 
there such angst by some of us—Mr. 
Speaker, I chaired the Joint Economic 
Committee, so I am the idiot with all 
the economists. I am number four on 
Ways and Means. I am not good at 
many things in life. I am okay at 
math. What is going on that is stress-
ing us? 

Last night, I could barely sleep be-
cause I had read report after report 
after report and the math was dev-
astating. 

This is what we need to understand. 
Here is our reality. Forgive us, we 

have been going as fast as we can in 
our office to find some way to explain 
what the hell is going on. 

At the end of this budget year, Sep-
tember 30, the United States debt by 
Congressional Budget Office is pro-
jected to be $37.2 trillion. They are pro-
jecting over the next 10 years, we will 
add another $20 trillion. 

The debate that has been going on is, 
we have these provisions of the 2017 tax 
reform that are expiring at the end of 
this year. If you go take it to 2035 be-
cause that is sort of the 10-year win-
dow, in 9 budget years, it is another 
$5.5 trillion. Then you add on to that 
the interest because it turns out if you 
were to finance it, not pay for any of 
it, that is another $1.3 trillion on top of 
that. Then if you were to come in here 
and then take the President’s re-
quests—we have a couple Members here 
that say, just do everything. Make ev-
eryone happy. Screw my retirement 
and the next generation. America will 
be fine. 

If you add it all up, by 2035 you have 
over $74 trillion in debt. You are some-
where in the 155 percent or so of the en-
tire economy is borrowed. Today, we 
are a little less than a 100. 

The point I am trying to make here 
is, even if you do the calculation of 
publicly sold debt because, as I have 
tried to explain, you have the Social 
Security trust fund, which is gone in 8 
years. We borrow the money out of 
that and we do pay interest on it, but 
if you take everything where we sell 
bonds to the world, to each other, to 
our retirement accounts, to pensions, 
the day we got elected, Mr. Speaker, a 

long time ago in November, U.S. sov-
ereign debt that was held by the public 
was around $28 trillion. 

These numbers right now say that 
number that took 240 years of publicly 
held debt, we intend to double in 9 
years. In 9 years, we are going to func-
tionally add another $28 trillion of pub-
licly held debt. Actually, it will be a 
little more if we finance them and 
don’t try to pay for them. 

This is my 4-minute spiel. When you 
see some of us stressing out, when you 
see some of us—he is being disharmo-
nious, maybe it is because I own a 
damn calculator. If these numbers 
don’t make you pucker up and scare 
the crap out of you, you don’t under-
stand. Yet the hallways around here 
are full of people demanding we give 
them more money or they want more 
barriers to entry or they don’t want to 
change their business model. They 
want to do it in archaic fashion be-
cause it might make them have to 
compete. 

b 1215 
This is no longer the next generation. 

This is your own retirement. Look, I 
accept that I traditionally tease behind 
this microphone that I am pathologi-
cally optimistic. My wife and I are 
both 62 years old, and we have a 21⁄2- 
year-old we have adopted. We also have 
a 9-year-old. When my little boy is 24 
years old, the math says every single 
tax in America needs to be doubled just 
to maintain baseline services. 

The wheels are coming off. Do you 
really think the bond market will say, 
‘‘Oh, we want to keep buying U.S. sov-
ereign debt even though you have gone 
and doubled it in 9 years’’? 

We did a math problem a couple of 
weeks ago on this floor and showed 
that if we stress the bond markets, if 
we got up to a 6 percent handle—and it 
wasn’t that many decades ago U.S. sov-
ereign debt was kissing up around 6 
percent—in 9 years, 45 percent of all 
U.S. tax receipts went to interest. 

Do you think this is a game? The 
bond market is on the edge of running 
this country, not us. 

If you are a Member of Congress and 
claim that you care about debt, defi-
cits, the next generation, working peo-
ple, and people’s retirement, and you 
don’t have this poster up somewhere in 
your office, how do you understand the 
math? 

The wheels are coming off. I am 
going to show in a bunch of these slides 
that there is a path. We can produce 
some level of stabilization. It means 
doing really hard things, which you 
know how good we are at doing hard 
things because, once again, there will 
be an army of people outside the door 
all upset with us because we are trying 
to do hard things. 

You have known this has been com-
ing for decades. When I was an idiot 
kid in the 1980s, I remember my statis-
tics professor basically did a chart in, 
like, 1983, saying: Okay, here are baby 
boomers. This is going to happen. 
There is this huge bubble. 
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