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We must pass the Protecting Amer-

ican Energy Production Act. 
f 

ELON MUSK TAKEOVER 

(Ms. RIVAS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
my office was flooded with calls from 
constituents who are angry and frus-
trated about Elon Musk and his take-
over of our government. 

I am just as outraged as they are. 
This billionaire was neither elected by 
the American people nor Senate con-
firmed. Yet, he is sitting in our Na-
tion’s highest office, openly seizing 
power, making consequential decisions 
about Americans’ personal data, and 
gutting the services and programs that 
working families in the San Fernando 
Valley rely on. 

Why does Elon Musk have access to 
your personal information without any 
oversight or accountability? House 
Democrats and I are taking action. We 
are legislating. We are supporting liti-
gation, and we are mobilizing. 

I also ask why our Republican col-
leagues are sitting in silence while 
Elon Musk takes control our govern-
ment and harms Americans’ lives. I 
urge my Republican colleagues to join 
us in the fight against Elon’s takeover. 

f 

b 1715 

INCREASING DEPENDENCY AND IN-
DEMNITY COMPENSATION BENE-
FITS 

(Mrs. HAYES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, in 1993, 
the VA established the Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation, or DIC, bene-
fits which are paid to the survivors of 
servicemembers who died in the line of 
duty or to veterans who died from serv-
ice-related injuries or conditions. Un-
fortunately, the DIC benefits have fall-
en drastically behind the cost of living, 
causing a financial hardship on vet-
erans and military families. 

That is why I have led the introduc-
tion of the bipartisan Caring for Sur-
vivors Act, which would increase the 
DIC benefits from 43 percent to 55 per-
cent, amounting to an increase of ap-
proximately $454 per month for sur-
viving family members. The legislation 
also fast-tracks DIC benefits to family 
members who currently have to wait a 
decade before receiving benefits. 

Honoring the sacrifices our service-
members make on behalf of our Nation 
means caring for the loved ones they 
leave behind. 

f 

REDUCING THE COST OF LIVING 
TO AMERICANS 

(Mr. MOULTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump said he was going to lower 
food prices on day one, end the war in 
Ukraine on day one, bring down hous-
ing costs, make the government more 
efficient, and bring peace to the Middle 
East. All those things sound great, 
don’t they? 

Instead of reducing the price of eggs, 
his administration is kneecapping the 
CDC’s efforts to report on the avian flu 
outbreak. Instead of making housing 
more affordable, he is pushing tariffs 
on Canada and Mexico that would 
make construction significantly more 
expensive. Instead of making govern-
ment more efficient, he is paralyzing 
agencies like the IRS which under the 
Biden administration recovered over a 
billion dollars in taxes owed by 
wealthy Americans who weren’t paying 
their fair share. 

Frankly, my constituents are terri-
fied this administration will ruin their 
lives. On Tuesday alone, my staff an-
swered and spoke with more than 700 
constituents specifically concerned 
about Elon Musk running roughshod 
over the payment systems. We have re-
ceived thousands of emails. 

Mr. Speaker, in Trump’s view, mak-
ing America great again comes at the 
expense of hardworking Americans who 
already make our country great. He 
also seems to think that Elon Musk is 
going to do it for him. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MYTRON 
LISBY 

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of a great man who just 
so happened to be my high school prin-
cipal, Mr. Mytron Lisby. 

As a kid, I was a bit of a trouble-
maker. One day I played a prank at 
school that landed me in Mr. Lisby’s 
office. Honestly, I should have been ex-
pelled that day, but he told me: Max-
well, I am not expelling you. I think 
you can be great, and I see something 
in you. 

He believed in me, and he gave me a 
second chance. Honestly, I think that 
second chance is one of the reasons I 
am here today. He came to know Jesus 
Christ as his Savior at a young age and 
served him faithfully. He served as a 
teacher and an administrator for 43 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the tens of 
thousands of students across this Na-
tion he has inspired, I thank Mr. Lisby. 
I have to think that at the gates of 
Heaven, God is going to greet him with 
that administrator school radio be-
cause maybe even Heaven sometimes 
needs help keeping things on track just 
like a great principal does. 

May Mr. Lisby rest in peace. 
f 

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

KENNEDY of Utah). Under the Speaker’s 

announced policy of January 3, 2025, 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
HARIDOPOLOS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the topic of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 

lives destroyed, trust violated, and 
hearts broken, this is the story of ille-
gal immigration. 

Young girls and boys have been sold 
into sexual slavery. Hundreds of thou-
sands have been killed by fentanyl. 
Hundreds of known terrorists have en-
tered our Nation. Schools, hospitals, 
and towns have been overrun by num-
bers of illegal aliens and the high cost 
of taxpayers. Criminals entered and 
preyed on our citizens. Sadly, many 
committed murder and rape. 

Yet, we learned just over 2 weeks ago 
that this is a problem that could be 
quickly solved, and that is what is hap-
pening today with the election and ac-
tions of our new President. This crisis 
can be quickly solved with common-
sense and decisive action. 

Today, I am joined by other freshmen 
Members of this Congress who are 
problem-solvers, people who have made 
it work at the local level at businesses 
across our country, and they under-
stand how to get things done just like 
our President has been doing for the 
last 21⁄2 weeks. 

The first of our speakers today comes 
from the experienced Missouri Legisla-
ture, serving in both the house and sen-
ate. He has great accomplishments as 
both an attorney and a doctor. He rep-
resents a central part of Missouri just 
west of St. Louis, and he is a person 
who back in 2008 knew this problem 
was coming to a head. He sponsored 
and passed legislation to make sure we 
did not have sanctuary cities. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. ONDER), the Con-
gressman from the Third District. 

Mr. ONDER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend from Florida for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to address 
an issue important to all Americans, 
not just Americans living on our bor-
der. Illegal immigration directly im-
pacts our society, our safety, our secu-
rity, and the future of our Nation. Dan-
gers posed by illegal immigration are 
many. The consequences of policies 
from the Biden administration are 
many and severe. 

Deaths from murder, poisonings from 
fentanyl, and victimization of the inno-
cent by human traffickers could all 
have been solved if only the Biden-Har-
ris administration and the Democrat 
Congress were willing to secure our 
borders. 
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I want to begin by sharing a case 

that sadly demonstrates the dire con-
sequences of our porous border and 
weak immigration enforcement. In my 
district, in St. Charles County, Mis-
souri, two innocent women were sexu-
ally assaulted by an illegal alien of 
Middle Eastern descent who overstayed 
his tourist visa. Instead of returning 
home like he was supposed to and as 
our law required, he flouted the law 
and stayed illegally. 

Ultimately, he victimized two inno-
cent American women. The trauma in-
flicted upon these women and upon 
many others like them is immeas-
urable. If we are to prevent this from 
happening again, we must remember 
that the pain is a direct result of the 
open border policies that have failed to 
prioritize the safety of Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not an isolated 
incident. This is a pattern and an epi-
demic of lawlessness that has swept 
across our country. Criminals, foreign 
nationals, and even terrorists have at-
tempted to exploit our immigration 
policy failures. 

Over the past 4 years, we have right-
fully turned our attention to the south-
ern border. We also have illegal immi-
grants taking advantage of lax enforce-
ment and overstaying visas without 
consequence. The story of this indi-
vidual in St. Charles County is part of 
a pattern with these overstays being a 
large source of our illegal alien popu-
lation. 

For that reason, I will soon be intro-
ducing the Timely Departure Act. This 
important legislation would require 
certain visa recipients to post a cash 
bond which they would forfeit should 
they overstay their visas. Under this 
law, overstayers who overstay would be 
unable to obtain lawful immigration 
status for at least 4 years, and they 
would be unable to submit an asylum 
claim or withholding of removal claim 
after their scheduled departure date. 
Visitor, business, and pleasure visas 
are important to our economy, but 
they are being abused. 

Before the Biden administration’s 
change to the asylum policy, visa 
overstays were a leading contributor to 
illegal immigration. As of 2023, visa 
overstays accounted for 42 percent of 
the illegal population. This legislation 
is necessary to enforce visa exit dates, 
and I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting the Timely Departure Act. 

Mr. Speaker, our immigration sys-
tem, which was once designed to be a 
source of legal immigration and lawful 
entry, has become nothing more than a 
wide-open door and a red carpet. This 
must end. This is why President Trump 
and House Republicans have to act 
forcefully to protect Americans. 

Another border security issue is the 
abuse of our asylum process. Over the 
past couple of years, especially as 
Texas has taken action to secure its 
border, fewer illegal aliens have been 
entering our country by sneaking by 
border crossings like Eagle Pass or 
Brownsville. 

More and more illegal aliens are pre-
senting themselves to immigration au-
thorities and claiming asylum. Most of 
these asylum cases are bogus. The 
Biden administration has not detained 
these aliens but, rather, released them 
into the country with some far-off asy-
lum hearing date to which they never 
show. We found time and time again 
that these so-called refugees are vio-
lent criminals. 

Under our America First border poli-
cies, this abuse of the asylum process 
is going to end. President Trump’s ac-
tions at the border, his executive or-
ders, and his diplomacy with Colombia, 
Mexico, and Canada show that he 
means what he says. He means busi-
ness. 

In Congress, we will assist with legis-
lation like the Laken Riley Act, and 
we will provide funding for the border 
wall, border guards, and the legal re-
sources to clean out the many bogus 
asylum claims. 

A message to all the countries who 
are part of the problem is the era of the 
U.S. playing the fool ends now. They 
should not empty their prisons or cod-
dle drug and human trafficking cartels 
at our expense or they will face con-
sequences. 

Another equally important issue is 
that the open border policies of the 
Biden-Harris administration have led 
to an epidemic of fentanyl poisonings 
across our country. Fentanyl, which is 
smuggled across our southern border, 
is responsible for 100,000 American 
deaths in the last year alone. 

We have become a global dumping 
ground for the world’s deadliest drugs 
with Mexican cartels making and 
smuggling fentanyl and methamphet-
amine into the United States, drugs 
made from Chinese precursor chemi-
cals. We will secure our border. We will 
build the wall. Yes, we will target drug 
cartels as international terrorists. 

Occasionally, we hear apologists for 
the open border policies of the Biden 
administration argue that somehow 
mass illegal immigration is good for 
our economy or that some illegal 
aliens pay taxes. It is nice that illegal 
aliens sometimes pay taxes, but these 
individuals fail to account for the full 
cost of illegal immigration. 

The strain on our economy has been 
profound. Taxpayer dollars have been 
spent to fund social services, 
healthcare, and education for illegal 
aliens. That is money that could be 
better spent on securing the future, 
money that we do not have with our 
debt of $36 trillion, not to mention the 
economic and social costs of the vic-
tims of crime caused by illegal aliens 
or the lives cut short by fentanyl poi-
soning or the immeasurable and life-
long trauma of the victims of human 
trafficking. 

Police officers, teachers, and 
healthcare providers are working hard-
er than ever to accommodate an influx 
of people who have no legal right to be 
here. Democrats have told us to accept 
this as the new normal. House Repub-

licans and President Trump are here to 
tell our communities this ends now. 

Mr. Speaker, this crisis is not just a 
border issue. It is a national security 
issue. It is a public safety issue. It is a 
public health issue. It is an economic 
issue. We must take swift action to 
protect our country, our communities, 
and our people. 

Mr. Speaker, the Biden administra-
tion’s open border policies have failed, 
and it is time for a change. In collabo-
ration with Donald Trump, it is time 
to make America safe again. 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 
next we have Congressman TONY WIED 
from the great State of Wisconsin. He 
represents the northeastern portion of 
Wisconsin, the Eighth Congressional 
District. 

He comes with the real-world experi-
ence of being a businessowner, as he 
and his wife have developed an amazing 
business in their neck of the woods. He 
serves on the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, as well as the 
Committee on Small Business. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. WIED). 

b 1730 

Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with my colleagues to address an issue 
that has plagued our Nation over the 
last 4 years and to let the American 
people know that the House GOP is 
working alongside President Trump to 
secure our border and make the safety 
of American citizens our number one 
priority. 

When President Trump left office 4 
years ago, our border was secure, and 
significant progress was being made on 
the border wall. On the first day of the 
Biden administration, Joe Biden uni-
laterally reversed nearly all of the suc-
cessful policies of the Trump adminis-
tration and invited an invasion at our 
southern border. 

Every State became a border State, 
including my home state of Wisconsin. 
Every county became a border county. 
Every town became a border town. We 
saw unprecedented numbers of illegal 
aliens crossing our border and invading 
our country. Many of these individuals 
have committed violent felonies and 
other serious crimes since entering this 
country. 

As I traveled through all 11 counties 
in Wisconsin’s Eighth Congressional 
District, I heard from citizens who 
wanted the lawlessness to end. I also 
heard from sheriffs who had gang mem-
bers taking up spaces in their jails 
with no plans to deport them. 

Make no mistake, this crisis was a 
policy choice of Joe Biden and the 
Democrats. They purposely shredded 
President Trump’s successful border se-
curity playbook and allowed unmiti-
gated illegal immigration to continue 
uninterrupted and unimpeded for 4 
straight years. 

In just over 2 weeks since President 
Trump has taken office, he has done 
more to secure our border and protect 
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Americans than President Biden did in 
4 years. 

As you can see, over the past 2 years, 
there was an average of more than 1,500 
illegal migrants encountered at our 
border every single day. 

In President Trump’s first days in of-
fice, that number had fallen to fewer 
than 50 encounters. Since then, we 
have continued to see a 63 percent drop 
in illegal encounters at the border on 
average. 

This is what happens when you have 
a President who prioritizes the safety 
of American citizens. 

President Trump has reinstated the 
remain in Mexico policy, and I am 
proud to cosponsor a bill by Represent-
ative BRANDON GILL to make this pol-
icy permanent so that future, radical 
administrations cannot undo our 
progress. 

We also passed the Laken Riley Act 
and the Violence Against Women by Il-
legal Aliens Act. These bills ensure 
that anyone in this country illegally 
who commits a crime, whether it be a 
theft or sexual assault, will have an 
ICE detainer placed on them imme-
diately. 

The House of Representatives just 
passed the HALT Fentanyl Act, perma-
nently criminalizing fentanyl. 

In 2023, 70 percent of the 107,000 over-
dose deaths in the U.S. involved a syn-
thetic opioid such as fentanyl. 

Every single life lost is more than a 
statistic. Families should not have to 
feel this heartbreak, and this legisla-
tion will prevent future lives from 
being lost to this deadly drug. 

This is just the beginning. We will 
not rest until our border is secure 
again and Americans feel safe in their 
communities again. 

My pledge to the people of Wiscon-
sin’s Eighth Congressional District and 
to citizens all across the United States 
is that House Republicans will never 
relent in our mission to make America 
safe again. 

I thank President Trump and my Re-
publican colleagues for their leadership 
on this issue. A nation without borders 
is no nation at all. 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 
my next speaker, Representative BRAD 
KNOTT, is a Federal prosecutor, and he 
has seen firsthand the challenges that 
come with illegal immigration. It was 
one of the ways that I truly learned 
about what was going on at the border. 
Congressman KNOTT and I had long dis-
cussions about the challenges we faced 
at the Department of Justice and the 
everyday trials and tribulations that 
people face because of this illegal ac-
tivity. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. KNOTT), who 
represents central North Carolina in 
District 13. 

Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise as the newly 
elected Representative of North Caro-
lina’s 13th Congressional District. This 
being my first speech on the House 

floor, I want to take an opportunity to 
introduce myself to the House, to talk 
a little bit about our incredible dis-
trict, and then highlight one of the sin-
gle most important issues to me per-
sonally and one of the main motivating 
factors that led me to run for office: il-
legal immigration and the deep harm it 
inflicts on our country each and every 
day. 

First, the 13th Congressional District 
of North Carolina stretches all the way 
from Lee County to the State’s north-
ern border, and it includes: Wake, 
Johnston, Harnett, Franklin, Caswell, 
Person, and Granville Counties along 
the way. 

We tout a wide array of professions 
from dedicated farmers and retailers to 
manufacturers and medical profes-
sionals, providing the Nation and the 
world with food, fuel, clothing, and 
care. 

On January 3 when I was sworn in to 
Congress, I was blessed and humbled to 
have my grandfather in the House 
Chamber with me. Also a lifelong 
North Carolinian, he fought and was 
wounded in World War II fighting the 
Nazis before coming home to start a 
business, raise a family, and serve his 
community in many ways for decades. 

He and my father both inspired me to 
work hard and pursue a lifelong goal of 
serving as a Federal prosecutor in the 
Eastern District of North Carolina, 
which I did for the better part of the 
last decade. 

I proudly worked alongside law en-
forcement at every level, local, State, 
and Federal, to prosecute organized 
crimes in cases that touched every cor-
ner of the country. 

This, of course, included drug cartels, 
human traffickers, those who were here 
to commit financial crimes, national 
gangs, and many, many more. 

I saw how harmful policies weakened 
law enforcement and gravely wounded 
communities and households all over 
the country. The most glaring policy 
flaws involved the southern border. 

As soon as the Biden administration 
took power, their decisions made one 
thing very clear: The policy flaws in-
volving the southern border and the il-
legal immigration crisis, they were no 
blunders of the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration. This was a conscious and delib-
erate policy to flood the Nation with il-
legal immigrants, not just from our 
neighbors to the south, but from all 
over the world. 

Behind me is a chart. Many of the 
viewers may recognize it as the chart 
that President Trump was viewing 
when he turned his head, a divine mir-
acle that saved his life. The chart itself 
shows directly that all President Biden 
and Kamala Harris had to do was noth-
ing. 

We can see that the border was se-
cure and illegal immigration was de-
scending. As soon as they took power, 
it was like a vertical rocket ship. 
There was no gradual increase. It was 
an immediate increase. 

Me personally, I saw how the Biden- 
Merrick Garland DOJ put the brakes 

on enforcing immigration laws, pur-
posely slowing immigration prosecu-
tions down to a trickle. 

Open borders and redirected efforts 
allowed the international criminal or-
ganizations not only to take hold in 
this country, but they took hold in 
such a way that it is far more perva-
sive than many Americans realize. 

Yes, we see the effects, but most do 
not fully understand the wide-reaching 
influence of these bad actors. As a 
point in thesis, we must address illegal 
immigration now. 

Now, I will say I was very glad to 
read the report yesterday of our new 
Attorney General, Ms. Bondi. On her 
very first day in office, she directed the 
DOJ to pause all Federal funding for 
sanctuary cities. I applaud the Attor-
ney General for taking this important 
step and I will state it is high time 
that public officials in Democratically 
controlled cities and States around the 
country follow her lead and adhere to 
the rule of law. 

It is because of the reckless open-bor-
der policies, again, designed and em-
braced by the Democratic Party, that 
every State has suffered. 

If I can turn to the next chart. 
Again, this next chart will show just 

how drastic the open border crisis was 
during the last 4 years, it is a little 
clearer. Again, these are the individ-
uals on the terrorist watch list appre-
hended illegally crossing the open bor-
der. 

Again, we are talking about the ill 
effects of these policies. In fiscal year 
2017, ’18, ’19, ’20, again, no involvement, 
and then in ’21, ’22, ’23, and ’24, it sky-
rockets. 

Again, all Americans have been put 
at risk. It is because of these open-bor-
der policies, that we continue to mourn 
the entirely preventable crimes that so 
many Americans have faced. This, of 
course, includes the young lady named 
Laken Riley from Georgia and Rachel 
Morin from Maryland and many others 
who died at the hands of illegal immi-
grants. 

As one other statistic, West Virginia, 
a rural State, loses more than a thou-
sand people every year from fentanyl 
smuggled across our southern border. 
Opioid overdoses are the leading cause 
of death among Americans in every 
State from 18 to 45. 

In Nevada, just those that we know 
about, human traffickers that are here 
illegally prey on up to 500 minors shuf-
fling them into sex trafficking. 

The statistics are endless. The exam-
ples are too numerous. And make no 
mistake about this, this wide, far- 
reaching crisis is in my community, it 
is in your community, and it is in 
every community around the country. 

With an open border and weak law 
enforcement policies, every incentive 
imaginable exists for individuals to 
come to the United States and prey on 
our people. I saw it firsthand as a pros-
ecutor when I talked to these crimi-
nals, when I investigated their crimes. 
We must face the reality that every in-
centive exists for criminals around the 
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world to come here to the United 
States, for organizations to come here 
to the United States to set up a perma-
nent and entrenched presence. They 
prey on our people, and they enrich 
themselves while doing it. 

Again, when I was prosecuting these 
cases, I saw firsthand how criminal il-
legal immigrants completely disregard 
our border and disregard our laws. 
They come here with one intent, to in-
flict harm on Americans while enrich-
ing themselves. 

Again, it was no secret what was hap-
pening across the Department of Jus-
tice. Statistics were overwhelming as 
it relates to drug overdose deaths, ad-
diction, and the presence of cartels in 
our communities. Human traffickers 
and drug cartels clearly saw that the 
Biden administration was intent on 
undoing every enforcement mechanism 
that they had at the border. 

President Trump had figured it out. 
Joe Biden undid it. 

Our criminal justice system imme-
diately, State and Federal, became 
weighed down by the surging crime 
that accompanied our invasion from il-
legal immigrants. This crisis burdens 
not just our communities with public 
safety issues, as my colleague from 
Missouri just mentioned, this crisis 
burdens our healthcare system, and it 
burdens our public school system. By 
some estimates, illegal immigrant chil-
dren account for up to 10 to 15 percent 
of the public school students in various 
portions of our country. 

By some estimates, it is estimated 
that we spend up to $150 billion per 
year at local, State, and Federal levels 
that are direct payments for illegal im-
migrants. 

Again, there is one study that the 
Homeland Security Committee did in 
the 118th Congress that reported that 
nearly 10 percent of the births covered 
by Medicaid were children of illegal 
immigrants. 

Now, proponents of illegal immigra-
tion and weak borders have for years 
gaslit Americans into believing that it 
is inhumane to enforce our borders. Of 
course, this empty argument is ridicu-
lous and easily rebutted on multiple 
levels. 

For those who have experienced the 
crime brought to our country from ille-
gal immigration, we have a different 
perspective. I would submit allowing a 
criminal illegal alien who was arrested 
on multiple occasions to be free in our 
midst and to murder an innocent girl 
like Laken Riley, that is inhumane. 

Surrendering apartment complexes 
that are filled with hardworking Amer-
ican taxpayers to vicious gangs, that is 
inhumane. 

Allowing hundreds of thousands of 
Americans to die from one drug that 
enters into our country through one 
mechanism, an open southern border, 
through meticulous schemes of multi-
national criminal organizations day 
after day, week after week, month 
after month, year after year, and to do 
nothing about it, that is inhumane. 

Allowing millions more to fall into 
treacherous addiction with wide avail-
ability of dangerous drugs flowing 
across the open border, and again, to 
do nothing about it, that is inhumane. 

b 1745 

We see once mighty centers of Amer-
ican exceptionalism from New York 
City, Manhattan; Philadelphia, specifi-
cally the Kensington neighborhood; or 
even San Francisco. From East to West 
and North to South, a tsunami of ille-
gal drugs have hollowed out countless 
individuals and countless homes, ruin-
ing lives, ruining neighborhoods, ruin-
ing cities, and ruining States. 

What have our leaders done over the 
last 4 years? Nothing. Instead and 
insultingly, they have continued to 
incentivize without check illegal immi-
gration, and they force the taxpayers 
to foot the bill. 

Weak border proponents, including 
some of my colleagues on the other 
side of this aisle, expect law enforce-
ment to turn a blind eye to the traf-
ficking of people across our border and 
around the country. They have played 
right into the hand of cartels, making 
their policies and their efforts 
complicit in the abuse and the atroc-
ities that we all see. 

This cycle is not only inhumane, it is 
as shameful as it is dangerous, and it 
will destroy our country if we do not 
fix it and fix it with urgency. 

I personally saw firsthand how crimi-
nal illegal aliens and the organizations 
that send them here capitalized on our 
open-border policies and how flatly 
wrong many, if not all, of the left’s 
talking points are as they relate to the 
broader immigrant issue. 

The following observations of mine 
are supported by facts within our na-
tional law enforcement communities 
and, again, through firsthand observa-
tions. 

First, the left throws out any distinc-
tion between legal immigrants and 
legal immigrant descendants and ille-
gal immigrants and their descendants. 
There is a very stark contrast between 
those two camps. 

Second, the left claims that immi-
grants, broadly speaking, only want to 
come here to the United States for a 
better life and that they only engage in 
legal and honest work. Again, that is 
simply not the case uniformly by any 
stretch. There are hundreds of thou-
sands, if not millions, who come here 
repeatedly illegally, again, looking to 
enrich themselves through illegal ac-
tivity at the American people’s ex-
pense. 

I investigated and prosecuted dozens 
of individuals who worked in various 
sectors, like banking, the auto repair 
business, the public school system, the 
agricultural business, shipping enter-
prises, law enforcement, and countless 
other outlets. Yes, even law enforce-
ment. Those same people, while they 
had an honest job, they also engaged in 
violent crime, Medicaid fraud, and or-
ganized retail theft. They engaged in 

drug trafficking, human trafficking, 
and/or other types of crime in addition 
to their ‘‘honest’’ work. At times they 
even used their jobs to better facilitate 
criminal endeavors. 

This type of sophisticated criminal 
infrastructure is a cancer, and it must 
be eradicated. Again, we must redirect 
the terrible policies that enabled this 
ill in our country. 

Lastly, I will say this: The claim 
that immigrants commit far fewer 
crimes than native-born Americans, 
again, this statement is far too broad, 
and it is easily refuted. 

First, as the President’s team has 
stated correctly, every person who en-
ters our country illegally has com-
mitted a crime. That is 100 percent 
across the board. However, secondly, 
and even more importantly and going 
directly to the heart of what that 
claim indicates, one must ask oneself: 
If we do not know who you are and why 
you are here, is it likely that you will 
be successfully investigated and pros-
ecuted? 

Of course not. There are hundreds of 
thousands of people who cross over the 
border undetected. One must ask them-
selves hypothetically: Regarding a na-
tive-born, local thief, a pickpocket, is 
it easier to investigate and prosecute 
him or someone that even our border 
enforcement authorities, our Federal 
law enforcement authorities, or local 
law enforcement have no idea who they 
are? Of course, the former is easier to 
convict. 

With all that our country has en-
dured, we simply must know who is en-
tering our country and why they are 
coming here. Thankfully, we have all 
turned the page. The disastrous poli-
cies of Joe Biden, Kamala Harris, and 
Mr. Mayorkas are being undone with 
rapid speed. 

For a decade, President Trump alone 
has identified the threat of illegal im-
migration and how the American tax-
payers are being damaged by those who 
come here to harm us collectively. 

We say America First because there 
is simply no plan B. Flatly speaking, 
nobody can save us if we do not save 
ourselves. As my colleagues have stat-
ed, so far Republicans have made great 
progress this cycle. We passed the 
Laken Riley Act. We passed the Pre-
venting Violence Against Women By Il-
legal Immigrants Act. President 
Trump’s executive orders have made an 
immediate difference, but our work is 
far from over. 

We must reverse the incentive struc-
tures. We must classify illegal immi-
grant criminals for what they are, and 
we must punish them severely. It is a 
no-brainer, Mr. Speaker. We must pro-
tect our borders and, by extension, all 
American citizens. If we don’t, then we 
run a grave risk of losing our country. 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the good words of the Con-
gressman from the 13th District of 
North Carolina giving real-world exam-
ples of how this unfair policy has im-
pacted so many of us not just with dol-
lars but with lives. 
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As I mentioned earlier, this is a 

crime which we must end. The good 
news is we are moving in that direc-
tion. What I have mentioned before is 
so telling, and that is the idea of lives 
destroyed, trust violated, and hearts 
broken. 

America is the land of opportunity 
and equal justice. What was so frus-
trating in watching this issue grow 
over the last 4 years is that as people 
are paying more and more for rent, 
gasoline, and the basics of life, here 
was the Federal Government actually 
subsidizing illegal activity by giving 
phone cards, giving cash cards, free 
housing, and other benefits while the 
Americans were suffering each and 
every day. 

To further complicate that issue, 
they were hiding not only illegal indi-
viduals but people who had committed 
crimes in sanctuary cities. Everyone in 
that neighborhood knew exactly who 
these people were. We saw on day one 
when Donald Trump took the Office of 
the Presidency once again, those peo-
ple were quickly identified, arrested, 
and deported or put into jail if they 
committed a completely violent act. 

It was a no-brainer. As our colleagues 
before me talked about, all he had to 
do was nothing. It is the ultimate goal 
of life, just show up and do nothing, 
and you would actually continue to 
solve a problem. However, the former 
President actually took action. New 
executive orders repealed the success-
ful policies of President Trump, and 
the problem grew and grew and grew. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, I reached 
out to the place that I used to serve in 
the Florida legislature talking to what 
is called AHCA. AHCA is the group 
that oversees our healthcare system in 
Florida. The numbers are there in con-
crete form. Over half a billion dollars 
was put on the backs of taxpayers be-
cause illegal aliens accessed the med-
ical system for free through Medicaid 
or other devices, and those cost shifts 
would take place. That means that half 
a billion dollars was taken out of tax-
payers’ pockets that could have been 
spent on schools, hospitals, roads, the 
environment, or even tax reduction. In-
stead, it was spent on folks who 
shouldn’t be here, period. 

Mr. Speaker, as you can imagine, my 
last name is a unique one. My dad was 
actually born in Athens, Greece, but he 
came here to make a better life. He 
wanted to play by the rules. That is the 
second thing I want to get into to-
night. 

There are millions of people who 
want to come here legally. Yet, they 
are being cut in line by people who are 
undercutting the rule of law. Those 
folks want to contribute. They have 
skills that we need: Science, tech-
nology, engineering, math, and other 
skills that we desperately need in this 
potential growing economy, especially 
if the Trump tax cuts are reinforced. 

However, instead, we continue to 
spend, spend, spend with no hope in 
sight for folks who just don’t want to 

contribute to the American Dream. It 
is a great frustration because, Mr. 
Speaker, when you look at the graphs 
before, the President called it cor-
rectly, his policies actually worked. It 
is so enlightening for all of us and such 
a joy that when the President simply 
went back to the old policy, the num-
ber of illegals diminished to almost 
zero. That means we can now go after 
those people who have been preying on 
the system, whether it be for financial 
or more, let’s just say, devious reasons. 

I am proud to represent the great 
State of Florida. They have been ag-
gressive about illegal immigration. In 
one of my first days in the Florida Leg-
islature, one of the bills that was intro-
duced was to give the illegal aliens a 
driver’s license, a ticket to ride, so to 
speak. Fortunately, we were able to 
kill such legislation. 

Congressman Unger back in 2008 
passed legislation to get tough on sanc-
tuary cities. Those policies simply 
work. I think what all of us want, 
whether on the left side of the aisle or 
our side, we want problem solvers in 
America again. We want people who 
just want to come here and get things 
done. 

Candidly, I think that is why so 
many people love President Trump. He 
is a problem solver. He looks at a prob-
lem in a common sense way. He doesn’t 
automatically put a Republican or a 
Democratic spin on it. He said: How do 
we solve the problem? He talked to the 
experts. He put those items in place, 
and the border crisis went away in his 
first term. He implemented those poli-
cies once again 2 weeks into office, and 
we are back in a successful border. 
Without a successful border, we simply 
don’t have a nation. 

Again, I am encouraged by these ac-
tions. I am just amazed that the prior 
President and his team would turn 
their backs on the American people 
who gave them this opportunity to 
lead. It is going to be a challenging 
time to get this thing right. The good 
news is that with President Trump in 
place, we have seen the changes in a 
clear and let’s just say discernible way. 

As we look at the testimony earlier 
by Congressman KNOTT, it is one of the 
reasons I wanted to have this conversa-
tion today. A few weeks ago before we 
were actually sworn into office, Con-
gressman KNOTT and I sat down in Bos-
ton. I said: What is really happening at 
the Department of Justice? Why are 
they not prosecuting these crimes? 

As he mentioned in his very eloquent 
speech, he walks us through the crisis. 
He tells us how simple it is to solve 
this crisis, and the other team just 
chooses to turn a blind eye. 

The statistics are pretty over-
whelming with the number of people 
who were in challenging situations. 
Just to give you an idea, Mr. Speaker, 
of how frustrating it is to so many peo-
ple on this issue. As the Biden adminis-
tration was winding down, they were 
actually looking to sell off the very 
border wall that the American public 

had already paid for. You talk about 
insulting; it is to the highest degree. 
They are literally letting this metal 
rot and rust in the desert instead of 
just simply putting it up. 

I am glad to see, I must admit, one of 
the real highlights of my early career 
here in Congress was actually seeing 
the bipartisanship that was shown on 
the Laken Riley bill. It was a pleasant 
surprise given the rhetoric of the prior 
4 years. I hope it is a sign of things to 
come. 

I happen to serve on the Financial 
Services Committee, I serve on the 
Science Committee, and I chair the 
Space and Aeronautics Subcommittee. 
Those should be bipartisan solutions in 
which we come across the aisle and 
solve problems as opposed to pointing 
fingers. 

I really appreciate the kind words of 
the President this morning during his 
address at the National Day of Prayer. 
He talked about reaching across the 
aisle and solving problems in a con-
crete way. This issue should be one 
where we all solve that problem. Again, 
I don’t care about who gets the support 
because the American people support 
the idea of finally closing the gates to 
these people who come across illegally 
and opening the door once again to 
smart, commonsense legal immigra-
tion as opposed to illegal immigration. 

As I get ready to close, I am thank-
ful, first of all, for these types of oppor-
tunities. America is such a unique 
place. I noticed as the other side of the 
aisle is going to have their Special 
Order hour today, that we need to have 
these constructive dialogues. It seemed 
so hyperbolic during the campaign, the 
pointing of fingers, but it is so nice to 
see a quick and decisive result in talk-
ing about illegal immigration and how 
quickly we can solve this issue and 
truly secure our border and remove 
those people who should not be here. 

I am so glad the President is going 
after those violent offenders first, the 
ones who have been protected by sanc-
tuary cities. My former Attorney Gen-
eral, Pam Bondi, has now taken the 
reins at the Attorney General’s Office. 
She is a tough-on-crime prosecutor. 
She is not a politico. She is a person 
who has been a problem solver 
throughout her career and who cared 
about her State and now her Nation. 
She is saying: We will go after those of-
fenders. If the law is not going to be 
enforced and it is a sanctuary city, 
then move over. We are taking away 
the funding. We are extracting these 
people who have preyed on the system 
for too long and who have been pro-
tected, sadly, by the political class in 
their community. The political class 
who has been turning their backs on 
the very people who put them into 
power and into office. 

b 1800 
I hope that we can have this con-

structive dialogue, and I am optimistic 
that the Senate will take up our tough 
border ideas so that we can, again, cre-
ate a logical immigration system that 
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created so many opportunities for each 
of us. 

We each have a story about how our 
parents, our grandparents, and our 
great-grandparents, for that matter, 
came to this country. That is that 
dream of America, that they want to 
come to America, assimilate, and live 
the American Dream. 

Sadly, the actions of the previous ad-
ministration undercut that very ideal 
because people take a sour view of im-
migration. 

As I get ready to close today, I am 
sorry that the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. CRANK) could not make it 
back from his other obligations, but I 
appreciate the good words of Congress-
man KNOTT, Congressman ONDER, and 
Congressman WIED. They have done a 
remarkable job of putting a human 
face on illegal immigration. 

Let us never forget that the biggest 
victims of this, besides the crisis with 
fentanyl, are those young boys and 
girls who have been sold into sexual 
slavery. 

I don’t like the term ‘‘human traf-
ficking’’ because it is such a bland 
term. The term is ‘‘sexual slavery,’’ 
and I can’t imagine the horrors that 
these individuals have gone through as 
they came across the border thinking 
that they would be given an oppor-
tunity in America. Instead, they were 
sentenced to a life of evil. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to speak tonight on this impor-
tant issue, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RULLI). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 3, 2025, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TONKO) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
bring attention to an issue that should 
concern all Americans. 

This evening, in this Special Order, 
we will be talking about scientific in-
tegrity. To be a problem solver today, 
I believe it is important for leaders to 
embrace scientific integrity, and we 
will talk about that throughout the 
course of the next hour. 

Every day, our Nation’s scientists 
are making vital contributions to our 
public health, economy, and national 
security. 

Modern society as we know it is only 
possible due to Federal investments in 
everything from medical research and 
food safety to severe weather fore-
casting and pollution reduction. These 
contributions extend far beyond our 
own borders, lifting up people all over 
the world through life-changing sci-
entific breakthroughs and innovations. 

Under normal circumstances, feder-
ally funded scientists could often avoid 
the noise and clamor of public political 
debates. As the world has seen over the 
last 21⁄2 weeks, the Trump administra-
tion is anything but normal. 

The President and his billionaire cro-
nies took no time at all to begin at-
tacking our world-renowned institu-
tions that support publicly funded 
science. 

They are shamelessly attempting to 
destroy the visionary ideals of great 
leaders like President Franklin Roo-
sevelt, who created the Federal Office 
of Scientific Research and Develop-
ment during the Second World War. 
The creation of this office led to untold 
advancements in radar technology and 
nuclear energy, becoming a roadmap 
for our government to advance inde-
pendent, fundamental, and necessary 
scientific knowledge for the benefit of 
all. 

After the war, our government treat-
ed science as a necessary answer to 
clear and present threats. Today that 
is not the case. Federal research and 
development are primary targets of po-
litical attacks from this administra-
tion. 

Science is no longer the answer but a 
direct threat to the cruel, backward, 
and barbaric Trump-Musk agenda. We 
can only look at the President’s first 
term in office to know how his admin-
istration will treat the scientific com-
munity. 

What exactly is on the table here? 
What is at stake? It is scientific integ-
rity. 

‘‘Scientific integrity,’’ as defined by 
the National Science and Technology 
Council, ‘‘is the adherence to profes-
sional practices, ethical behavior, and 
the principles of honesty and objec-
tivity when conducting, managing, 
using the results of, and commu-
nicating about science and scientific 
activities.’’ 

Inclusivity, transparency, and pro-
tection from inappropriate influence 
are hallmarks of scientific integrity. 
Integrity in research is essential—es-
sential—for maintaining scientific ex-
cellence and keeping the public’s trust. 

It is true that administrations from 
both parties may have violated sci-
entific integrity at some point during 
their time in office, but the first 
Trump term exceeded them all with 
well over 150 reported attacks on 
science. They suppressed studies, al-
tered reports, interfered in scientific 
processes, ignored concerns, refused to 
adopt scientifically backed guidelines, 
and politicized health assessments. 

The level of damage from these at-
tacks was, indeed, staggering and af-
fected every single agency that em-
ploys science in its decisionmaking 
process. 

That is why, as an engineer myself, I 
have consistently made it one of my 
top priorities in Congress to right the 
ship of America’s science policy be-
cause science lives at the very core of 
a healthy democracy. 

As part of that broad effort, I am 
proud to lead the bipartisan Scientific 
Integrity Act, which was reintroduced 
today alongside my dear friends and 
colleagues, Representative LOFGREN, 
Representative BEYER, Representative 

BONAMICI, and Representative STEVENS, 
and over 100 original cosponsors. 

This legislation establishes con-
sistent scientific integrity policies 
across all agencies so that scientists, 
Members of Congress, and the Amer-
ican people can put their faith in Fed-
eral research findings. 

Thanks to the efforts of the Biden ad-
ministration, more than 28 Federal 
agencies have some form of scientific 
integrity policy today, but standards 
remain inconsistent. 

America’s most important science is 
conducted, reviewed, communicated to 
the public, and incorporated into pol-
icymaking in ways that must be trans-
parent and free from inappropriate po-
litical, ideological, financial, and other 
undue influences. 

My colleagues and I are fighting to 
ensure that sound, evidence-based pol-
icy is always readily available for pol-
icymakers and that scientists and ad-
visers should never feel threatened to 
speak the truth. 

This is a critical moment. 
America is facing unprecedented 

challenges in the form of a rapidly 
changing climate, environmental con-
tamination, and countless other con-
cerns that threaten our public health, 
national security, and general welfare. 
We cannot afford to let the integrity of 
our scientific enterprise be demolished. 

The Trump administration and Elon 
Musk are direct threats to U.S. sci-
entific leadership on the global stage. 
My colleagues and I will highlight 
many of the most recent and egregious 
violations of scientific integrity by 
this new administration. 

From removing data and censoring 
research at the CDC to the 
politicization of career scientists 
across government, this administration 
has once again made it clear that they 
do not care about scientific integrity. 

They do not care about our national 
security or competing with China. 

They do not care about saving Amer-
ican lives threatened by the climate 
crisis. 

They do not care about public health 
or ensuring the safety and well-being of 
families from the threat of the deadly 
viruses that we have seen, like COVID– 
19. 

The scientific knowledge we carry 
forward is critical for our continued 
survival, even as its validity is being 
questioned at a scale unprecedented in 
modern history. 

America has both the skill and the 
structure to develop the knowledge 
that we need. Thankfully, many are 
rising to the defense of scientific integ-
rity, and the reality is that this should 
not be a partisan issue. 

Over the many years that I have led 
this bill, my colleagues across the aisle 
have been more than willing to join the 
effort. It passed out of the House 
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee back in the 116th Congress with 
overwhelming support from both par-
ties. 

I like to think that we all recognize 
how important sound science is to 
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