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O God of Earth and sea and sky, as 

people from all over this world have 
gathered together in the Nation’s Cap-
ital for the National Prayer Breakfast 
to lift up their voices in praise and ado-
ration, thanksgiving and supplication, 
we see that such a marvelous chorus of 
gratitude and such solemn strains of 
concern are the prayers of Your people 
this day. 

In Your Heaven, O Lord, hear our 
prayers. 

Give each one mercy in their humil-
ity as they have set aside the business 
of the day and the busyness of their 
lives to come before Your mercy seat. 
In repentance, we, as Your people who 
call on Your name, profess our deep de-
sire to turn from our wicked ways and 
seek Your face this day and every day. 

In Your Heaven, O Lord, hear our 
prayers. 

In Your incomprehensible mercy and 
unfathomable grace, forgive us our 
sins, both our individual and corporate 
transgressions, the iniquities of body 
and mind, and our trespasses against 
others and against You. 

In Your Heaven, hear our prayers, O 
Lord. 

And heal our land, that it would once 
again know of Your will and receive 
Your favor. May all those who are 
called by Your name yield the fruits of 
Your holy spirit, that we would live 
lives of love, joy, peace, and forbear-
ance, showing kindness, goodness, and 
faithfulness in our walk with You. 

It is in Your merciful name, we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
HARRIS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

HONORING THE BIRTHDAY OF 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
birthday of one of America’s most out-
standing leaders, Ronald Reagan. 

More than just our 40th President, 
Reagan was a champion of freedom, 
prosperity, and American 
exceptionalism. His leadership restored 
confidence in our Nation, revived our 
economy, and helped bring an end to 
the Cold War without firing a shot. 

Through progrowth policies like tax 
cuts and deregulation, Reagan ushered 
in an era of economic expansion that 
lifted millions of Americans into pros-
perity. His belief in limited govern-
ment and individual liberty reshaped 
our political landscape and continues 
to inspire conservative leadership 
today. 

Beyond policy, Reagan reminded us 
that America’s best days are always 
ahead. His unwavering optimism and 
steadfast commitment to our founding 
principles resonate as strongly in 2025 
as they did in his time. His legacy lives 
on in every effort to lower taxes, 
strengthen our military, and uphold 
the values that make this Nation ex-
ceptional. 

Today, as we remember President 
Reagan, let’s recommit ourselves to his 
vision of a strong, prosperous, and free 
America. As he so often reminded us, 
freedom is never more than one genera-
tion away from extinction. It is up to 
us to preserve it. 

f 

GET GOVERNMENT WORKING FOR 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AGAIN 

(Ms. BYNUM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because the richest man in the 
world is buying access to our govern-
ment at the expense of the American 
people. 

Elon Musk, who wasn’t elected by 
anyone, is accessing the private infor-
mation of millions of Americans and 
eliminating Federal agencies. 

As a little girl in D.C., I was taught 
that the Nation’s Capital being taken 
by storm was our country’s worst 
nightmare. It is happening today, not 
by a foreign adversary but by the boy 
band billionaires looking to line their 
pockets. 

This week, many of us stood up and 
fought back. Our country does not have 
time for this foolishness. 

No one can seem to explain to me 
what the Trump administration has 
done to bring down prices at the gro-
cery store, to make it easier to buy or 
rent a home, or to lower the price of a 
gallon of gas. 

Mr. Speaker, we have to do whatever 
it takes to get this government work-
ing for the American people again. 

f 

ADDRESSING FENTANYL CRISIS 

(Mr. HILL of Arkansas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to highlight the critical 
steps that my colleagues and I are tak-
ing to protect Americans and their 
families from the illicit fentanyl crisis 
that has been harming our commu-
nities for years. 

Illicit fentanyl has become the lead-
ing cause of death for Americans be-
tween the ages of 18 and 49 and ravages 
communities in every corner of Arkan-
sas. 

In 2019, my Fentanyl Sanctions Act 
became law, imposing sanctions on 
Chinese drug manufacturers that sup-
ply synthetic opioids and transnational 
criminal organizations that traffic 
fentanyl into our country. 

In 2022, my Preventing Overdoses and 
Saving Lives Act passed the House 
with overwhelming support and became 
law. That bill expands lifesaving drugs 
like naloxone by promoting its co-
prescription with opioid medications. 

Later this afternoon, the House will 
come together again and pass the 
HALT Fentanyl Act, permanently ex-
tending President Trump’s 2018 classi-
fication of illicit fentanyl-related sub-
stances in schedule I. 

Mr. Speaker, together, this Chamber 
and President Trump will continue our 
work to save American lives by keep-
ing illicit fentanyl off of our streets 
and out of our communities. 

f 

REMEMBERING APOLINARIO YSIT 

(Mr. SWALWELL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SWALWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor the life and legacy of 
Apolinario Ysit, or Ario, a devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather, and leader in 
our community who passed away last 
month. 

Ario learned values of hard work and 
service to others on his 13-acre ranch 
and as an active member of the Boy 
Scouts of America. He met the love of 
his life, Joyce, at the local movie the-
ater, and they married in 1957. 

Ario also proudly served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and locally served on the 
Alameda County Planning Commis-
sion. He was named the Commissioner 
of the Year in 2003. He was also on our 
local fire commission. 

He was considered the unofficial 
mayor of Sunol. He worked tirelessly 
to secure funding for local projects, de-
veloped the Sunol Depot Gardens park, 
and strengthened community organiza-
tions like the Sunol Business Guild. 

Mr. Speaker, he will forever be re-
membered to me as a friend but an 
even bigger friend and public servant 
to the community of Alameda County. 

May our dear friend, Ario, rest in 
peace. 
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HONORING NORTH CAROLINA 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE DEAN 
ARP 

(Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor one of 
my constituents, Representative Dean 
Arp of the North Carolina General As-
sembly, for going above and beyond 
and putting his life on the line for a 
fellow North Carolinian just this week. 

On Monday night, Representative 
Arp found himself in the position of 
seeing something that looked con-
cerning. During a road trip, he noticed 
smoke coming from a roadside mobile 
home. Being moved in his heart to turn 
around and stop, Representative Arp 
discovered a woman in a wheelchair, 
trying to escape her burning home. 

What did Representative Arp do? He 
took his public service to a whole new 
level, rescuing her from the flaming 
house and saving the woman’s life. 

Not everyone would have the courage 
to step up and get engaged, but Rep-
resentative Arp clearly has a hero’s 
heart. 

Mr. Speaker, in a day of the slogan, 
If You See Something, Say Something, 
I thank God Representative Arp saw 
something and did something to 
change the outcome. 

f 

INCREASING PENALTIES FOR 
SCAMMERS 

(Mr. SORENSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, across 
America, working families and seniors 
are feeling the high costs of goods. All 
the while, scammers are using AI tech-
nology to impersonate loved ones, their 
banks, or even their government. Too 
often, it ends up with people being 
duped. 

Every sheriff in my district tells a 
similar story. Police reports get filed. 
In some instances, hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars are gone. Many of 
these hustlers are not even in our 
country. 

That is why I am reintroducing the 
QUIET Act. My bipartisan legislation 
would increase the penalties for any 
scammer who thinks that they can use 
AI to make an easy buck off of a senior 
citizen by stealing their Social Secu-
rity check. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
stand up to these bad actors and join 
me in this fight. 

f 

HONORING THE COURAGEOUS ACT 
OF DEAN ARP 

(Mr. MOORE of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to follow up on the 
comments made by my colleague from 
North Carolina (Mr. HARRIS) about 
Representative Dean Arp. I had the op-
portunity to serve in the North Caro-
lina General Assembly with him for 
many years. Talk about a man who em-
bodies a servant’s heart. That is Dean 
Arp. 

Part of the rest of the story that 
Representative HARRIS didn’t get a 
chance to mention, because of the time 
constraints, was that this was no ordi-
nary thing. When Representative Arp 
saw this trailer on fire, he had to actu-
ally go inside. The lady was in a wheel-
chair. I think he described her wheel-
chair as being as hot as a pan on a 
stove. He got her out of there and 
clearly saved her life. 

The one thing that is very telling 
about Representative Arp is he didn’t 
give credit to himself. He gave credit 
to God. He said something told him to 
go back and had him on that particular 
route that day at that time to save 
that lady’s life. 

On behalf of all of our colleagues in 
the House, I congratulate Representa-
tive Dean Arp, a fine North Carolinian, 
a fine American, and a fine man of God. 

f 

SUPPORTING USAID 
(Mr. MCGARVEY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGARVEY. Mr. Speaker, we are 
in a constitutional crisis. 

Our Founding Fathers created three 
coequal branches of government to en-
sure that no one man can be king, but 
here we are. We have a President who 
is willing to tear up our Constitution 
in order to seize more power for him-
self. 

Last week, Donald Trump empowered 
Elon Musk to delete USAID. Now, they 
are trying to eliminate the Department 
of Education and go after Medicaid. 
What is next, Social Security? 

Let’s be clear. It is unconstitutional 
for any President to abolish any Fed-
eral agency created and funded by Con-
gress. 

My question to the body is this: 
Where are my Republican colleagues? 

They would not be okay if this were 
Kamala Harris or Joe Biden, and the 
difference is, neither would I. 

Mr. Speaker, stand with me. We all 
must stand up to do something to stop 
it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

STOP INSTALLING CHINESE SOLAR 
PANELS ON AMERICAN FARMLAND 

(Mrs. MILLER of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, as a family farmer, I am very con-

cerned with America’s prime farmland 
being covered with taxpayer-subsidized 
solar panel installations. 

Food security is national security, 
and if we cover our farm ground with 
Chinese solar panels, we will become 
dependent on foreign adversaries for 
food. 

According to the EPA, solar panels 
contain hazardous waste that can be 
harmful to human health. That is why 
we should be alarmed by the increasing 
number of solar panels being installed 
on our most fertile farmland, espe-
cially when the Federal Government is 
handing out tax credits for it. 

Today, I reintroduced the No Solar 
Panels on Fertile Farmland Act to stop 
Federal Government tax incentives for 
installing Chinese solar panels on 
American farmland. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to cosponsor this important 
legislation and put an end to the left’s 
green bad deal that puts fake environ-
mental goals over food security. 

f 

b 1215 

FENTANYL EPIDEMIC 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the fentanyl epidemic has 
devastated communities across our Na-
tion for far too long. 

In North Carolina’s First Congres-
sional District, an estimated three in-
dividuals die each week from fentanyl 
overdose. 

Over the past year, law enforcement 
has seized more than 80 million 
fentanyl-laced fake pills nationwide. 

During a trip to the southern border, 
I visited the Tucson Border Patrol sec-
tor, the epicenter of the fentanyl crisis. 
I saw firsthand how deadly drugs make 
their way into our community. 

To combat these lethal and counter-
feit pills, I am introducing the Modern 
Authentication of Pharmaceuticals 
Act, or the MAP Act. 

The MAP Act would require more ad-
vanced tracing technology on con-
trolled substances in our drug supply 
chain. I urge Congress to pass this leg-
islation. 

f 

HONORING FRANCES MAE WEST 
BYERS ON HER 110TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. MCGUIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise today to honor an amazing person, 
Frances Mae West Byers from 
Bumpass, Virginia, in my district, Vir-
ginia’s Fifth Congressional District. 

Mrs. Byers was born on January 25, 
1915, in Hanover County, where my 
family is from, in the district, and she 
just celebrated her 110th birthday on 
January 25, 2025. 
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