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Delaware and around the country into
chaos, and that is their goal.

The attacks we have seen in recent
days on public servants and lifesaving
programs administered by USAID don’t
just put our security and health glob-
ally at risk, they lay the foundation
here at home to gut Federal support
for education, for healthcare, for hous-
ing, for childcare, and for workers. If
they can do what they are doing at
USAID, then they can do it anywhere
in the Federal Government. That
means no place and no program is safe
from unilateral evisceration.

This week it is USAID. Tomorrow it
may be the Departments of Education
and Labor. We shouldn’t pretend that
this path doesn’t ultimately lead to So-
cial Security and Medicare.

Piece by piece, department by de-
partment, the Trump administration is
defunding critical Federal services,
purging employees, consolidating
power, and cutting and gutting pro-
grams that Delawareans rely on. They
are trying to decimate the Federal
Government and sell it for parts to line
the pockets of donors at the expense of
working people.

It is clear. They do not want to solve
the problems facing American people.
They do not want to make government
more efficient. They want to prove
that government can’t work by making
it not work.

In 1941, Franklin Roosevelt was in
this very Chamber and declared that
necessitous men are not free men and
that democracies can’t survive if peo-
ple are hungry or out of a job. They
want Americans hungry. They want
Americans scared for their future.
They want Americans to stay angry be-
cause that is the fuel of Trumpism.
That is how Donald Trump keeps his
power.

My constituents reject this adminis-
tration’s cycle of chaos, corruption,
and cynicism. Delawareans sent me
here to make government work better
for people, not to make it worse. Dela-
wareans want a government that re-
spects everyone by delivering for them.
By helping them learn, live, and thrive.

That is what I am here to do.

————

HOUSE REPUBLICANS ARE
COMPLICIT IN PRIVACY VIOLA-
TIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BARRAGAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. BARRAGAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to sound the alarm for the
American people about the abuse of
power that House Republicans are al-
lowing and that puts the American
people in danger.

House Republicans have allowed bil-
lionaire Elon Musk and his gang of
thieves to enter the U.S. Treasury De-
partment, fire the people entrusted
with secret, private information about
Americans, and give them that access.

Madam Speaker, this billionaire, his
interns, and his young workers have
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complete access to your Social Secu-
rity number, your bank account num-
ber, your name, your address, your
Medicare payments, your tax refunds,
and your veterans benefits.

This privacy violation endangers the
personal information of the American
people. Yet, where are House Repub-
licans? They are totally silent, doing
nothing, and saying nothing. They are
just allowing it to happen because they
are okay with it.

What is the worst that could happen?
Madam Speaker, your data could be
accessed in a way that makes it vulner-
able to hackers or identity theft. SNAP
benefits could be cut, Head Start shut
down, and your Medicare payments de-
layed or frozen, all without a paper
trail. Elon Musk and his DOGE friends
have the ability to choose what govern-
ment bills to pay and what not to pay.

I have heard from the American peo-
ple. They do not want a Federal con-
tractor who receives billions of dollars
in government payments to decide
which contracts to pay or to punish
Americans who disagree.

These individuals with no govern-
ment accountability are now inside the
very heart of our Federal systems, and
Republicans are nowhere to be found.
Elon Musk has bragged on social media
that he has been able to cancel con-
tracts and programs he doesn’t like.
This is reckless and illegal.

Why would he want access to the in-
formation? It is to look for programs
to cut, programs the American families
and people rely on every day. It is to
have more money to make sure House
Republicans can give to their billion-
aire friends, and tax cuts.

This is the Republican rip-off. Just
last week we saw the consequences of
this Republican rip-off in action. The
administration issued an illegal shut-
down order, a freeze that threw non-
profits, schools, health clinics, and en-
tire communities into chaos. Critical
grants and programs were frozen with-
out warning. Just yesterday, we
learned that some community health
centers in rural America are shutting
down because of it.

Where are House Republicans? They
are certainly not speaking out, and
they are not standing up for our com-
munity health centers.

Madam Speaker, imagine going to
your doctor and you are told you can-
not be seen because Elon Musk has cut
off Medicaid payments to your State.
Imagine your child’s school closing be-
cause the money to fund it was frozen.

That was the fear that went through
our communities last week. Domestic
violence shelters and health clinics
worried about whether they would have
to shut their doors. Meals on Wheels
and the seniors who rely on it didn’t
know where their next meal would
come from.

While a judge has temporarily
blocked the government-wide freeze,
many grant recipients still cannot ac-
cess funding. The administration has
said that they are still going to imple-
ment the funding shutdown.
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The administration is also targeting
programs such as the EPA’s clean ports
program which affects millions of dol-
lars going to ports across the country
to help clean up air pollution. In my
district alone, that is over $400 million
in funding to reduce pollution at the
Port of Los Angeles.

Madam Speaker, what could be next?
How will it affect your family? There
are reports that the Department of
Education and our public schools’ fund-
ing is next on their target list.

Let me be clear. This is unconstitu-
tional. Congress controls the purse
strings, not the President and not Elon
Musk. This money was legally appro-
priated by the people’s Representa-
tives. Elon Musk and House Repub-
licans want to steal it from the Amer-
ican people to give tax breaks to bil-
lionaires and to get investments in our
communities.

House Republicans continue to re-
main silent. Their silence makes them
complicit. Americans will pay the
price. Democrats will stand up, speak
out, and fight back. Just one of those
things Democrats are doing to fight
back is we are demanding that Repub-
licans quickly bring up legislation to
protect your private information. Let’s
all support that.

——
O 1100

BLACK HISTORY IS AMERICAN
HISTORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Ms. PRESSLEY) for 5
minutes.

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker,
good morning and happy Black History
Month.

Black history is American history, so
I rise today to give a history lesson.

I think, at moments of inflection for
our country, history provides a critical
contextualizing. In order to go forward,
we need to look back, especially when
the White House is working overtime,
as laid out in their playbook, Project
2025, to ban our history and to dis-
mantle our Department of Education.

Let’s start at the beginning.

Why did we establish a Federal De-
partment of Education? In the early
days of this Nation, education was left
entirely to the States, and schools
were run by a patchwork of religious
schools and one-room schoolhouses,
leaving many children excluded based
on their race, gender, or poverty.

Madam Speaker, there is much I dis-
agree with our Founding Fathers on,
but they knew that preserving democ-
racy required an educated population,
one that could participate in civic
issues, understand social and political
issues, vote, and resist tyrants.

In the late 1700s and early 1800s, the
concept of free public education began
to take hold, but not for everyone. En-
slavement ruled the day. Black and Na-
tive American families faced State-
sponsored violence and systemic exclu-
sion from education.



H516

In the 1830s, it was the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts and a legis-
lator named Horace Mann who estab-
lished the common school movement,
pushing to extend free public education
to poor and middle-class children. Yet,
Black children across the Nation were
still barred from learning and faced se-
vere punishment and abuse if they
tried.

By the 1870s, Reconstruction in the
South gave way to Jim Crow laws that
segregated public spaces, explicitly in-
cluding our schools.

Additionally, child-labor exploitation
was rampant; education for girls lagged
far behind; and children with disabil-
ities were far too often institutional-
ized and not educated at all.

A little more than 100 years later,
our Department of Education in its
modern-day form was championed by
none other than the late, great Presi-
dent James Earl Carter. May he rest in
peace and power.

He knew that fully implementing the
civil rights legislation of the 1960s and
fighting Jim Crow would require a
well-resourced Federal role in edu-
cation. This agency had existed for
over a century in many iterations, but
Carter explicitly understood that at
the core of education was a vision of
opportunity and access for every child
in America.

He and Congress resourced the De-
partment accordingly, and this Depart-
ment was tasked with implementing
core tenets of the Civil Rights Act and
the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act.

Federal funding through the Depart-
ment of Education became integral to
addressing disparities, hiring and
training teachers, building accessible
school facilities, enforcing civil rights
protections, heating and powering
those buildings, and, finally, living up
to our ideals of education as a pathway
to opportunity in America.

Madam Speaker, today, that progress
is under attack. The Trump adminis-
tration’s attack on education is a fun-
damental attack on democracy and on
every child who calls this country
home.

Let’s call it what it is: resegregation
and a full-scale attack on civil rights.

Dictating what can be taught is
shameful.

Madam Speaker, I stand firmly on
the side of our public school babies and
our educators and families today and
always.

———
CONGRATULATING TEXAS’ LONG-
EST SERVING SHERIFF, LIVE

OAK COUNTY’S LARRY BUSBY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. DE LA CRUZ) for 5 minutes.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate an extraor-
dinary milestone for an extraordinary
man, Live Oak County Sheriff Larry
Busby.

Sworn in on New Year’s Day for his
12th consecutive term, Sheriff Busby
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has cemented his place in history as
Texas’ longest serving sheriff. With a
remarkable 50 years in law enforce-
ment, 44 of those years as sheriff of
Live Oak County, he exemplifies dedi-
cation, resilience, and leadership.

Sheriff Busby’s philosophy of treat-
ing everyone with respect has earned
him not just the trust of his commu-
nity but also their enduring support.

His history, rooted in cowboy values
of hard work and responsibility, in-
spires all of us. Whether as a teacher,
cowboy, or law enforcement officer, he
has always served with honor and hu-
mility.

I congratulate Sheriff Busby on this
historic achievement, and I thank him
for his unwavering commitment to
Live Oak County. Here is to the legacy
he continues to build and the many
lives he has touched along the way.

HONORING LIEUTENANT OSCAR TREVINO

Ms. DE LLA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Lieutenant Oscar
Trevino of the Edinburg Police Depart-
ment in Texas. Lieutenant Trevino re-
tired after an extraordinary 37 years of
service.

On January 10, Lieutenant Trevino
marked the conclusion of his remark-
able career with an emotional last call
over the radio, a powerful moment that
symbolized his unwavering dedication
to protecting and serving his commu-
nity.

Lieutenant Trevino’s legacy is one of
courage, leadership, and selfless com-
mitment. He has made an indelible im-
pact on Edinburg, and his years of serv-
ice will not be forgotten.

As he begins his well-deserved retire-
ment, we express our deepest gratitude
and wish him all the best in his upcom-
ing retirement and new chapter of life.

We thank Lieutenant Trevino for his
service and sacrifice.

CELEBRATING UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS RIO
GRANDE VALLEY’S CHESS TEAM

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, I
rise to celebrate the historic achieve-
ment of the University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley chess team, who claimed
their first outright victory at the Pan
American Intercollegiate Chess Cham-
pionship earlier this month.

Out of 91 teams, UTRGV’s A team de-
livered a flawless performance, winning
all six matches, a feat unmatched in
the tournament. This victory exempli-
fies talent, teamwork, and the
“‘vaquero,’’ ‘‘cowboy,” spirit.

This win secures UTRGV’s spot in
the prestigious President’s Cup, where
they will compete for their fourth na-
tional collegiate chess championship.
Their success is a testament to the ex-
traordinary caliber of UTRGV stu-
dents.

I congratulate the team, their coach,
and the entire UTRGV community. We
are all so proud of them and look for-
ward to cheering them on in April.

HONORING DR. MILTON LOUIS GONZALEZ

Ms. DE LLA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor my guest for this
year’s National Prayer Breakfast, Dr.
Milton Gonzalez from McAllen, Texas.
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For over 25 years, Dr. Milton Louis
Gonzalez has taught and inspired south
Texans. He has dedicated his life to en-
suring that the next generation is able
to reach their potential and live a life
full of faith.

Not only has his gift for speaking
touched many, many lives, but his in-
sightful speeches have empowered peo-
ple all across the United States and the
world.

Outside of his incredible work, Dr.
Gonzalez is a great man of faith, de-
voted husband, proud father of two, and
grandfather.

I am honored to recognize Dr. Gon-
zalez. It was my pleasure to have him
join me in praying for our Nation and
our leaders at the National Prayer
Breakfast.

———

UNELECTED BILLIONAIRE
RUNNING OUR COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NORMAN). The Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY)
for 5 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 2
weeks ago, President Trump was sworn
into office. He won the popular vote
and the electoral college. I didn’t like
the results, but I accepted them.

For the past 4 years, I have heard my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
passionately defend Article I of the
Constitution. Not anymore.

I heard them speak about the impor-
tance of Congress’ power of the purse.
Not anymore.

I heard them insist that only Con-
gress can change laws and determine
the structure of our government. Not
anymore.

In the past 2 weeks, we have seen a
familiar pattern emerge: The President
creates an issue, causing a crisis. There
is confusion. Then, he fixes the crisis,
often by walking back the very same
issue he created.

Just this week, he threatened tariffs
against our closest neighbors, import
taxes that would drive up the costs for
American consumers. There was no
real reason and no real justification,
but after days of uncertainty for busi-
nesses across the country, President
Trump backed down.

What did he get in return? Promises
from Canada and Mexico that they
were already planning to do around
border security.

To make matters worse, while Presi-
dent Trump plays the bully on the
world stage, an unelected billionaire
has been running our government. Elon
Musk, who was never confirmed by the
Senate, never elected by the American
people, now wields immense power.

He has installed loyalists who stand
to profit from unrestricted access to
government records and the personal
data of millions of Americans. He do-
nated nearly $300 million to elect
President Trump, and now he is getting
his return on investment.

He now has access to his competitors’
financial information. He can dis-
mantle agencies that have challenged
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