H4998

homeownership, raising the minimum
wage, and expanding tax deductions for
working-class people.

Mr. Speaker, after Thanksgiving sea-
son, where so many families felt the
strain, the message from Delaware is
clear: We need solutions, not tariffs
and cuts to healthcare but policies that
make life more affordable.

———

RECOGNIZING PELLA MARCHING
DUTCH

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS of Iowa was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to congratulate Pella
Marching Dutch for their outstanding
2025 season and their well-earned invi-
tation to perform at the celebration of
our Nation’s 250th birthday in Wash-
ington, D.C., next year.

This remarkable ensemble consists of
226 students who represented their
community with excellent success,
competing across multiple prestigious
competitions. The Marching Dutch de-
livered their strongest performance at
the Band of America Regional Com-
petition, where they claimed first place
in Class 2A and earned the Outstanding
General Effect award.

They advanced to the open class
finals and placed tenth overall. They
celebrated competitive success in
Iowa’s largest class size for the first
time in the program’s history.

Their invitation to perform on the
250th birthday of our great Nation is a
tremendous honor. I am proud of all of
the members of the Pella Marching
Dutch and look forward to watching
them represent Iowa at this historic
celebration.

RECOGNIZING MARLEY MORRIS

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize an extraor-
dinary young Iowan, 8-year-old Marley
Morris, whose kindness and compassion
are making a meaningful difference in
the lives of children battling cancer.

Marley has turned her passion for
crafting handmade bracelets into a
mission of hope and joy, donating 100 of
her creations to young patients at the
University of Iowa Stead Family Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Marley began making bracelets at
just 3 years old, and she continues
today to use that talent to brighten
the lives of others. Her generous spirit
and heartfelt efforts reflect the very
best of Towa.

Even at such a young age, Marley re-
minds all of us that one person, no
matter how small, can have a powerful
impact on their community.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor
Marley Morris for her inspiring gen-
erosity, for leading by example, and
showing what it means to serve others.

RECOGNIZING COREY LEONHARD

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to congratulate an out-
standing Iowan, Corey Leonhard of
Muscatine, on his induction into the
Special Olympics Hall of Fame.
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For more than four decades, Corey
has been a proud representative of Iowa
in athletic competitions at every level,
from local meets to the world stage.

Corey’s accomplishments are re-
markable. At the 2003 Special Olympics
World Games in Dublin, Ireland, he
earned a Bronze Medal in the 100-meter
dash and a Silver Medal in softball.

Mr. Speaker, 4 years later in Shang-
hai, China, he brought home a Gold
Medal in the long jump, a Bronze
Medal in the 400-meter dash, and placed
fourth in the four-by-four relay.

Mr. Speaker, Corey’s impact extends
beyond athletics. In 2015, he served as
cocaptain for the United Relay Across
America, helping carry the torch from
Washington, D.C., to Los Angeles.

Today, he remains active in Special
Olympics Muscatine, embodying the
values of perseverance, dedication, and
sportsmanship.

I congratulate Corey, who is an inspi-
ration to all Iowans, and his legacy of
excellence and determination is well
deserving of this honor.

HONORING JULIE HUMES

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor my constituent,
Julie Humes of Donnellson, Iowa, a
flight nurse with Air Evac Lifeteam
and a recipient of the American Ambu-
lance Association’s prestigious Star of
Life award.

For over 30 years, this award has rec-
ognized the best of our EMS profes-
sionals, those who go above and beyond
the call of duty. Julie was nominated
by her peers for her heroism during a
severe car accident, volunteering in
dangerous icy conditions to help save
the lives of multiple trauma victims.
Thanks to her quick thinking and cou-
rageous actions, every victim survived.

Julie’s service is a shining example
of the bravery and selflessness of our
first responders, and they demonstrate
this every day. It was an honor to meet
Julie and hear about her incredible
dedication firsthand.

I congratulate Julie and thank her
for her steadfast commitment to sav-
ing lives and protecting Iowans.

RECOGNIZING GEORGIA CLARK

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize Georgia Clark,
a student from West Liberty, Iowa,
who represented our State with pride
and excellence at the 2025 National
Civics Bee.

Competing against top middle
schoolers from across the country,
Georgia placed in the top ten, a tre-
mendous achievement.

Held in Washington, D.C., on Vet-
erans Day, the National Civics Bee
celebrates civic knowledge and encour-
ages young Americans to engage with
their communities and understand
their government.

Georgia was 1 of only 39 State cham-
pions invited to participate, rep-
resenting the West Liberty community
school district.

Georgia’s dedication, leadership, and
love of learning reflect the best of
Iowa’s youth. Her passion for civic en-
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gagement and understanding of our Na-
tion’s founding principles are truly in-
spiring.

I thank Georgia for her commitment
to excellence and for stepping up as a
young leader with ideas that will
strengthen our community and our
country. Her achievement makes all of
Iowa proud.

PEARL HARBOR DAY

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I remark that Sunday, December 7, is
the 84th anniversary of Pearl Harbor
Day, the day that will live in infamy.

Like 9/11, we must never forget. Al-
ways prepared, always ready.

I ask for a moment of silence for
those whose lives were lost on that
fateful day.

———

RECOGNIZING OMAYRA ANDINO

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the public service and accom-
plishments of Omayra Andino, who this
week completed two terms, or and 4
years, as mayor of the village of
Tuckahoe, with prior service on the
village board as trustee.

Mayor Andino, in her professional ca-
reer, has shown executive skill and
leadership as CEO of the Institute for
Applied Human Dynamics, an organiza-
tion that supports people with intellec-
tual and developmental disabilities,
helping them to live their lives on
their own terms.

Managing that team and its mission
across Westchester would be a task
enough for anyone, but Mayor Andino
added the responsibilities of elected of-
fice in Tuckahoe, a village of over 6,000
people in one compact square mile.

Tuckahoe local government has all of
the responsibilities of any municipal
entity: police protection, sanitation,
parks and recreation, planning and
land use functions, and more. Her lead-
ership as mayor, chairing the village
and the board, and providing policy di-
rection and oversight to the profes-
sional village staff brought Tuckahoe
into a new era, an era of capital im-
provement and better service delivery.

Her achievements come as she was
the first woman and, as a Latina, the
first person of color to lead the village
government. She did not seek a third
term and has left Tuckahoe in the ca-
pable hands of her colleague, new
Mayor Cara Kronen, who was sworn in
this past Monday.

Omayra has earned the respect of all
of us, and we salute her as she com-
pletes her exemplary service to the
people of Tuckahoe.

FAIR PAY FOR ELLIE

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Transformation
to Competitive Integrated Employ-
ment Act, which was recently reintro-
duced by Congressmen BOBBY SCOTT
and PETE SESSIONS.

This bill is a long, overdue mod-
ernization of the Fair Labor Standards
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Act of 1938. In it, section 14(c) per-
mitted people with disabilities to be
paid less than Federal minimum wage
with little hope of advancement.

Today, those employed under 14(c)
waivers make an average of $3.50 per
hour. While originally well-intended,
section 14(c) has not lived up to its
promise, and it needs to change.

Two of my constituents recognized
this injustice as it relates to their
loved one, a high schooler, Ellie, who
wants to be paid fairly.

Over 10 days, the father-son duo ran
260 miles from New York City to Wash-
ington, D.C., to raise awareness for the
bill.

Their run raised national awareness,
and it is now up to us to act. Together,
we can support those workers by ensur-
ing that they earn the fair pay that
they deserve.

RECOGNIZING RYE HIGH SCHOOL GARNETS
FOOTBALL TEAM

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
salute the Rye High School Garnets
football team as they head to Syracuse
to compete in the New York State Ath-
letic Championship for Class A under
the JMA Wireless Dome, previously the
Carrier Dome.

This Class A State championship
game is much watched across the State
of New York. Under the legendary 50-
year leadership of Coach Dino Garr,
Rye High School football teams have
won four State championships and are
now competing against Brighton for
their fifth State championship.

This year’s squad is led by quarter-
back Carson Miller; wide receiver
Henry Shoemaker; running back
Jagger Fenton; and the aptly named
Charlie Garnet, Garnet being the
school mascot.

Their strong offense mowed down all
of the competitors in section 1 football
and through five post-season games
with huge margins, winning over
Minisink Valley and Cornwall in the
earlier games.

We salute the players and the coach-
es that have made the city of Rye
proud. Go Garnets.

——
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RECOGNIZING BROTHER GARY
MOSES

(Mr. CLOUD of Texas was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with great pride to honor one of
the most beloved sons of the Texas 27th
Congressional District, Brother Gary
Moses of Victoria, Texas.

For more than 50 years, Brother Gary
has been the heartbeat of Victoria and
the entire Crossroads region. As a long-
time educator at Patti Welder Middle
School, a legendary radio voice on
Majic 95.9, and Victoria’s undisputed
ambassador of joy, he has touched
countless lives with his infectious
smile and genuine love for every person
he meets.

Whether Brother Gary is emceeing
the Gorgeous Grandma Pageant, cham-
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pioning the Marine Toys for Tots on
television commercials, firing up the
crowd at Riverside Stadium for the
Victoria Generals, or leading the
Christmas parade, Brother Gary shows
up with enthusiasm that lifts the en-
tire community.

At 73 years young, Brother Gary is
always reminding us that, in Victoria,
we are all family. His nickname, Broth-
er Gary, is not just a radio handle. It is
the truest description of how he treats
everyone he encounters. Residents
make sure he is invited to every cele-
bration because they know an event
simply isn’t complete without Brother
Gary’s presence.

Mr. Speaker, Brother Gary Moses
embodies the very best of the Texas
spirit: faith, family, and hard work. On
behalf of the people of the 27th Con-
gressional District and the countless
lives he has brightened, I am proud to
recognize him today and thank him for
reminding us all of how one person
truly can make a difference and make
a community feel like a home.

————

RECOGNIZING MYESHA WATKINS

(Ms. BROWN of Ohio was recognized to
address the House for 5 minutes.)

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Cuyahoga Coun-
ty’s Myesha Watkins on her latest and
well-earned recognition for serving the
people of northeast Ohio.

Last month, Myesha received the
Capstone Achievement Award from the
University of Chicago’s Community Vi-
olence Intervention Leadership Acad-
emy. This distinction highlights her as
a local and national leader when it
comes to violence prevention.

As the executive director of the
Cleveland Peacemakers Alliance and in
her current role as the administrator
of the Cuyahoga County Office of Vio-
lence Prevention, Myesha has dedi-
cated herself to the hard work of public
safety.

For years, she has been there for the
people of Cleveland—in our schools, our
community centers, our emergency
rooms, and our most overlooked and
underserved neighborhoods. She has
been there taking direct action to me-
diate conflict, deescalate crises, and
stop the cycle of violence.

This work isn’t easy, but as Myesha
often says, it is a calling, and it makes
a difference.

That is why I was outraged earlier
this year when the Trump administra-
tion rescinded Federal grants awarded
to the Cleveland Peacemakers Alli-
ance. Grants that had been awarded by
the past administration were stripped
away. It was a betrayal of northeast
Ohio, but Myesha and our community
have never stopped doing the work to
make our neighborhoods safer because
we know that community-oriented so-
lutions work and are needed.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Myesha
on her recognition from the University
of Chicago. On behalf of a grateful dis-
trict and a grateful nation, I thank her
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for her service and commitment to
making our Cleveland communities
safer.

TRUMP’S ATTACKS ON BLACK AMERICA

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, there is a
saying: When America catches a cold,
Black America gets pneumonia.

Since January 20, make no mistake,
this country has been running a fever,
a moral sickness, one that begins at
the very top, a twisted agenda that
pardons the powerful, protects the
predators, and punishes the people.
Black Americans are paying the price.

Mr. Speaker, buried in the last jobs
report was this number: The Black un-
employment rate is now 7Y% percent.
That is a recession-level rate, the high-
est rate since the pandemic.

Do you think they care at Mar-a-
Lago? I will tell you who does care: the
people in the community I represent.
They are watching as prices keep going
up while funding for programs people
need, like SNAP, Medicaid, and the
ACA, keep going down.

It doesn’t stop at the Kkitchen table.
No, we are witnessing a whole-of-gov-
ernment effort to erase Black history,
to diminish Black voices, and to stifle
Black progress.

More than $3 billion in Federal fund-
ing has been cut from HBCUs, Black
communities, and Black entrepreneurs.
Over 6,000 Federal research programs
and datasets related to racial dispari-
ties have been deleted, putting us in
the dark on everything from sickle cell
anemia to maternal health.

We have seen Black authors pulled
from school shelves and government
websites quietly erase information on
figures like Harriet Tubman and Jack-
ie Robinson.

Just last month, we learned that me-
morials honoring the contributions of
Black American soldiers during World
War II were stripped from a military
cemetery in the Netherlands.

This is not a coincidence. This is an
all-out attack on our past, our present,
and our future.

Mr. Speaker, let me be clear. Black
Americans will not be erased. We will
not be silenced, and neither will the
millions of people of all backgrounds
who are being harmed by this White
House.

It is time for us to take up their
voice and carry on their fight before
this sickness spreads further.

———

RESTORING SECOND AMENDMENT
RIGHTS

(Mr. CLYDE of Georgia was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of restoring our Sec-
ond Amendment rights.

Earlier this year, I worked diligently
on and proudly voted for the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act, which was signed
into law by President Trump on July
Fourth. Due to my hard-fought efforts,
this monumental law delivers the most
significant legislative win for our Sec-
ond Amendment freedoms in almost a
century.
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