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now getting an appointment in Janu-
ary. 

That is 11 months since she reached 
out to our office. She was probably try-
ing to reach out to the Social Security 
office much longer. After repeated re-
quests from our office, we didn’t really 
hear back until finally getting her that 
appointment on December 3. 

This is because there have been cuts 
to the staff in that particular office of 
Social Security. Sixty percent of the 
staff at that particular office have been 
cut. This is a huge issue in our commu-
nity right now. 

Social Security offices across the 
country are seeing that more people 
are now being forced to come in person 
to do these appointments and inter-
views, yet there are fewer appoint-
ments that are able to be had for them. 

This is a huge concern, and we have 
to address it. Right now, this adminis-
tration is going the wrong way when it 
comes to administering Social Secu-
rity benefits. 

f 

b 1215 

RECOGNIZING VALENCIA ABBOTT 

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Valencia Abbott, of Rocking-
ham Early College High School, who 
was recently named the 2025 National 
History Teacher of the Year. 

This is a monumental accomplish-
ment and one that speaks volumes to 
Ms. Abbott’s passion for education and 
her dedication to the students she 
serves. 

Not only is Ms. Abbott the 2025 Na-
tional History Teacher of the Year, but 
she is also the 2025 North Carolina His-
tory Teacher of the Year. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear to me and to 
countless others that Ms. Abbott rep-
resents the best that Rockingham 
County Schools and North Carolina 
have to offer. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Ms. Ab-
bott on her well-deserved recognition, 
and I thank her for her continued dedi-
cation to educating Rockingham Coun-
ty’s future leaders. 

RECOGNIZING VANCE DALTON UPON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Vance Dalton, who recently re-
tired from AgSouth Farm Credit after 
three decades of unwavering, pas-
sionate service. 

I have been very fortunate to call 
Vance a friend for many years. He is a 
salt-of-the-earth person who is loyal, 
caring, and pleasant to everyone he 
meets. He has a deep faith that stands 
him in good stead. 

During his time at Farm Credit, he 
built long-lasting friendships and rela-
tionships with the people Farm Credit 
is proud to serve, and he created long- 
lasting value every step of the way. 

Mr. Speaker, everyone who is fortu-
nate enough to have worked alongside 

Vance, to know him, or to even call 
him a friend agrees with this senti-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Vance on 
a well-earned retirement. May God 
continue to bless him and his family as 
he enters a new and exciting chapter in 
his life. 

RECOGNIZING SCOTTIE COOK 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-

ognize Mr. Scottie Cook, a career and 
technical education teacher in the 
Alexander County School System. 

In September, Mr. Cook was recog-
nized as a winner of the Harbor Freight 
Tools for Schools Prize for teaching ex-
cellence. Mr. Cook was 1 of only 25 win-
ners throughout the entire Nation and 
the only teacher in North Carolina to 
receive the award in 2025, a remarkable 
accomplishment, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Cook’s passion and service with a 
career in technical education have left 
an indelible mark on the lives of his 
students. There is no question about it. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mr. Cook 
on this well-deserved recognition. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STAN LAFURIA 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Stan LaFuria as he retires from 
Moshannon Valley Economic Develop-
ment Partnership. 

For 43 years, Stan has dedicated his 
career to championing community and 
economic development throughout 
Pennsylvania’s 15th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

After receiving a master’s degree in 
public administration from Penn State 
in the summer of 1982, Stan began his 
career in Titusville, Pennsylvania, 
where he worked as the assistant direc-
tor of the administration of the 
Titusville Redevelopment Authority. 

For 5 years, he was responsible for 
creating and managing multimillion- 
dollar neighborhood revitalization and 
housing rehabilitation programs, as 
well as recreation improvement 
projects. 

In 1988, Stan took a position as the 
assistant director of the Economic De-
velopment Corporation of Erie County, 
where he assisted in the management 
of three industrial parks, a new incu-
bator facility, and a revolving loan 
fund program. 

In 1990, Stan was named the execu-
tive director of the Moshannon Valley 
Economic Development Partnership, a 
role he has held ever since. 

For 35 years, Stan has been a driving 
force behind major economic initia-
tives to enhance the communities and 
economy of the Moshannon Valley and 
Philipsburg region. 

Under Stan’s leadership, the 
Moshannon Valley Economic Develop-
ment Partnership has developed two 
business parks, two multitenant build-
ings, a revolving loan fund program, 
$2.9 million in housing rehabilitation 

programs, and the Philipsburg Main 
Street Program. 

In 1997, the organization was named 
Agency of the Year by the Pennsyl-
vania Economic Development Associa-
tion, in recognition of its outstanding 
accomplishments for the region. 

Madam Speaker, Stan’s commitment 
and leadership have shaped Moshannon 
Valley for the better, and his legacy 
will be felt for generations. 

Madam Speaker, I wish Stan the best 
as he enters retirement and starts this 
new chapter of life. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
FOXX). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until 2 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 21 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. OBERNOLTE) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

God of hope, fill us this day with all 
joy and peace. Lift our minds out of 
the current disquiet and renew our 
hearts in the belief that our desires and 
our contentment are to be found in 
You and not in anything we devise or 
which the world designs. 

By the power of Your Holy Spirit, 
may we discover the strength available 
to us when we hope in You. 

In You, our creator, we find our 
source, the wellspring of all that is 
good and right. May we establish all of 
our decisions, intentions, and pursuits 
on Your firm foundation. 

In You, our redeemer, we find our 
salvation, the one who delivers us from 
our trials and inspires us in our weak-
ness. May we trust that You will bring 
forth the best outcomes from our worst 
attempts. 

In You, our sustainer, we find our 
strength and purpose, the power that 
upholds and guides us to serve as in-
struments of Your will. May we abound 
in the hope You provide. 

In serving You in these days, in these 
times, may all that we are and all that 
we do reveal the joy and peace found 
only in You. 

We pray in the name of the one who 
is our joy, our peace, and the source of 
our hope. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 
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Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 

Journal stands approved. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
CISNEROS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CISNEROS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL FAMILY 
CAREGIVER MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, last month was National 
Family Caregiver Month. Every day, 
more than 48 million family caregivers 
provide essential care to loved ones 
who are aging, ill, or disabled. 

As a former healthcare professional, I 
have seen these caregivers often go 
above and beyond for their families, 
sacrificing their own time, energy, and 
well-being to ensure that those they 
care for receive the support and love 
that they need. 

Family caregivers are often the un-
sung heroes in our communities. Many 
balance caregiving with full-time jobs, 
raising children, and managing their 
own health. 

They deserve our support and rec-
ognition, which is why I am proud to 
support legislation like the Lowering 
Costs for Caregivers Act to help ensure 
these caregivers have the financial re-
sources to continue providing care for 
their loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, let this month be a re-
minder of our shared responsibility to 
support these caregivers who give so 
much to others. By showing our appre-
ciation and lending a hand where we 
can, we honor the work that they do 
every day. 

f 

TRUMP WINNING FOR FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as we return from Thanks-
giving with families and friends, I am 
grateful that, under the leadership of 
President Donald Trump, America is 
beating inflation, leading to lower 
costs, higher pay, and job creation. 

The cost of Thanksgiving dinner 
itself decreased by 5 percent, with 16 
percent less for turkey. 

Additionally, the One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act is working for American fami-
lies. Inflation has dropped almost in 
half. Gas prices are at the lowest level 
in 4 years. American families are sav-
ing up to $2,100. America has attracted 

nearly $20 trillion in foreign invest-
ments—promises made, promises kept. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops as 
the global war on terrorism continues. 
Trump is reinstating peace through 
strength, revealing war criminal Putin 
lies, insulting Trump and mocking 
Trump as Putin mass murders civilians 
across Ukraine. 

As a 31-year National Guard veteran 
myself with three National Guard sons, 
our sympathy to the family of Spe-
cialist Sarah Beckstrom and prayers 
for Staff Sergeant Andrew Wolfe. Both 
are American heroes standing for lib-
erty and freedom in our own country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KORSON’S TREE 
FARMS 

(Mr. MOOLENAAR asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Korson’s Tree 
Farms in Michigan’s Montcalm County 
for being selected to provide the 2025 
White House Christmas tree. 

Under the leadership of Rex and Jes-
sica Korson, Korson’s earned this honor 
by winning the National Christmas 
Tree Association’s grand champion 
title, a recognition that reflects years 
of dedication, family tradition, and the 
highest standards of Michigan agri-
culture. 

To commemorate this accomplish-
ment, this afternoon, I am introducing 
a resolution congratulating Korson’s 
Tree Farms. 

It has been 41 years since a Michigan- 
grown Christmas tree was displayed in 
the White House, and bringing this tra-
dition back highlights the strength and 
quality of Michigan’s growers. 

Korson’s has been recognized before, 
winning Michigan’s Grand Champion 
Tree contest and even providing a tree 
for the Vice President’s residence, but 
this selection marks the pinnacle of 
their work. Their family-run operation 
represents the excellence and tradition 
that define Michigan’s growers and ex-
emplifies the First Lady’s Christmas 
theme: Home is where the heart is. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to honor 
this achievement and celebrate the 
role Michigan will play in bringing 
Christmas spirit to our Nation’s Cap-
ital. 

f 

b 1410 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

MADE IN AMERICA 
MANUFACTURING FINANCE ACT 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 3174) to increase loan 
limits for loans made to small manu-
facturers, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3174 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Made in Amer-
ica Manufacturing Finance Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 3 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
632) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(gg) SMALL MANUFACTURER.—The term 
‘small manufacturer’ means a small business 
concern— 

‘‘(1) the primary business of which is classi-
fied in sector 31, 32, or 33 of the North American 
Industrial Classification System; and 

‘‘(2) all of the production facilities of which 
are located in the United States.’’. 
SEC. 3. SMALL BUSINESS ACT LOAN LIMITS FOR 

SMALL MANUFACTURERS. 
Section 7(a) of the Small Business Act (15 

U.S.C. 636(a)) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘except as provided in sub-

paragraph (B),’’ before ‘‘if the total’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘would exceed $3,750,000’’ and 

inserting the following: ‘‘would exceed— 
‘‘(i) $3,750,000’’; 
(iii) in clause (i), as so designated, by striking 

‘‘, except as provided in subparagraph (B);’’ 
and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) in the case of a borrower that is a small 

manufacturer, $7,500,000 (or if the gross loan 
amount would exceed $10,000,000);’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘would exceed $4,500,000’’ and 

inserting the following: ‘‘would exceed— 
‘‘(i) $4,500,000’’; 
(ii) in clause (i), as so designated, by striking 

‘‘section 7(a)(14) for export purposes; and’’ and 
inserting ‘‘paragraph (14) for export purposes; 
or’’; and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) in the case of a borrower that is a small 

manufacturer, $9,000,000 (or if the gross loan 
amount would exceed $10,000,000), of which not 
more than $8,000,000 may be used for working 
capital, supplies, or financings under paragraph 
(14) for export purposes; and’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (14)(B)(i), by striking ‘‘than 
$5,000,000.’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘than— 

‘‘(I) except as provided in subclause (II), 
$5,000,000; or 

‘‘(II) in the case of a loan made to a small 
manufacturer, $10,000,000.’’. 
SEC. 4. SMALL BUSINESS INVESTMENT ACT OF 

1958 LOAN LIMITS FOR SMALL MANU-
FACTURERS. 

Section 502(2)(A)(iii) of the Small Business In-
vestment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 696(2)(A)(iii)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘$5,500,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$10,000,000’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CISNEROS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
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