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future in terms of getting young, moti-
vated people to join the healthcare pro-
fessions.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF SARAH BECKSTROM

(Mr. JoYCE of Pennsylvania was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and the legacy of U.S. Army Specialist
Sarah Beckstrom, a 20-year-old from
West Virginia, who was killed while de-
fending Washington, D.C., during an as-
signment with the National Guard.

In Sarah’s 2 years of service, she was
distinguished, admirable, and a highly
respected individual. Her assassination
is nothing more than despicable.

The National Guard in Washington
has aided immensely in cracking down
on crime. Yet, they have been vilified
with dangerous rhetoric. The devasta-
tion continues to arise.

On the day before Thanksgiving,
America lost one of the best of us. May
God watch over Sarah Beckstrom. May
God comfort her loved ones and guide
our Nation through this heartbreaking
time. May we always recognize Sarah
as an American hero, and may her sac-
rifice continue to uphold her legacy.

Please continue to lift Andrew Wolfe,
the critically injured National Guards-
man, in your prayers, and pray that
God guides him and his family through
these challenging times.

REGULATORY RELIEF ON COKE OVEN FACILITIES

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, last week, President Trump
signed a proclamation providing 2
years of regulatory relief from the
Biden-era restraints on coke oven fa-
cilities.

These facilities are essential to
America’s steelmaking capacity, a
vital component of Pennsylvania’s eco-
nomic prosperity. Many companies in
Pennsylvania’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict, including JLG Industries; Volvo
Construction Equipment; Manitowoc
Company; and defense firms such as
Lockheed Martin, Leonardo DRS,
Kongsberg Defense Corporation, and
JWEF Defense Systems, all depend on a
stable and efficient U.S. steel supply.

This proclamation by President
Trump recognizes the need for a robust
domestic steel supply supported by
U.S. coke oven facilities across our Na-
tion. By Dbalancing environmental
standards with economic growth, Con-
gress must support President Trump’s
efforts to strengthen America’s eco-
nomic resilience and our national secu-
rity.

HONORING SHIPPENSBURG UNIVERSITY FIELD

HOCKEY TEAM

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the
Shippensburg University field hockey
team for winning the NCAA Division II
championship.

Overall, this year’s title is the sev-
enth national championship for
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Shippensburg field hockey. In her first
season as head coach at Shippensburg,
Rayell Wallace led the Raiders to a
record of 20-3. She led them to the
Pennsylvania State Athletic Con-
ference championship and the NCAA
Division IT championship.

Kelly Naude’s goal in overtime pro-
pelled Shippensburg to a victory in
that title game. Kelly’s post-game
comments reflect the team-oriented
spirit: ‘“Almost every single goal that
our team has scored this year has been
a team goal. Yes, there is one indi-
vidual person who does touch the ball
last and it goes in the goal. But every
goal has been a team effort, and we do
it for the team.”

On behalf of everyone in Pennsylva-
nia’s 13th Congressional District, I con-
gratulate Shippensburg’s players and
coaches for expanding upon a legacy of
success.

HONORING MAYOR DEBORAH BARGO

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor Mayor
Deborah Bargo of Lewistown, Pennsyl-
vania, for her dedicated public service
as the mayor of Lewistown since 2007.

Beyond her leadership roles in bor-
ough government, Mayor Bargo has
served as a member of the board of di-
rectors and the board of trustees for
the Pennsylvania State Association of
Boroughs.

A lifelong resident of Lewistown,
Mayor Bargo is widely respected for
her active engagement throughout the
community. Very impressively, Mayor
Bargo has proudly officiated at over 700
wedding ceremonies.

On behalf of everyone in the 13th
Congressional District, I express my
personal gratitude to Mayor Bargo for
her distinguished legacy and her com-
mitment to the service of community.

———

RECOGNIZING BISHOP MICHELLE
C. THOMAS

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and
congratulate the newly consecrated
bishop, Michelle C. Thomas, a commu-
nity leader in northern Virginia.

In 2006, Bishop Thomas became the
first African-American female pastor
to establish a church in our county,
Loudoun County, Virginia. She has de-
livered invocations for numerous dig-
nitaries and heads of state. Now, she is
the first female bishop in the history of
Loudoun County.

Perhaps the most remarkable acco-
lade is reflected in the lives that she
has changed. Faced with her own
nightmare in the loss of her son, Fitz,
Bishop Thomas went on to inspire
countless others, serving as an active
role model and advocate for her son’s
friends and community.

Her work continues to uplift those
around her, and I congratulate Bishop
Michelle C. Thomas on officially being
consecrated to the office of bishop.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF JOHN
HOWARD EISENHOUR

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
of John Howard Eisenhour, a devoted
public servant, veteran, and proud Vir-
ginian who, unfortunately, passed
away on November 10.

John lived a life rooted in service and
civic responsibility. He served our Na-
tion as a tank commander in the
United States Army at Fort Hood and
went on to a distinguished career in
Federal service. John held key roles at
the Office of Management and Budget,
the Department of Defense, the Amer-
ican Embassy in Thailand, and the Na-
tional War College. Even after retire-
ment, he continued to lend his exper-
tise as a consultant to the Federal
Government.

Locally, John was active in civic life
for many years, giving his time and en-
ergy to local Democratic politics and
community service. John’s legacy lives
in all of the lives and communities
that he touched.

My heart goes out to his family, and
may he rest in peace.

CORRUPTION AND CONTROVERSY AT FANNIE MAE

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, for decades, Fannie Mae has
played a critical role in supporting
home buyers and renters and has em-
ployed many of my constituents.

Madam Speaker, under this adminis-
tration, it has taken a turn toward cor-
ruption and controversy. This year,
Fannie Mae’s ethics watchdogs have
been fired.

A  senior Fannie Mae executive
shared confidential mortgage pricing
data with a competitor at the direction
of Bill Pulte, the Director of the Fed-
eral Housing Finance Agency. In his
brief tenure, Director Pulte has
weaponized his office to target Demo-
crats with allegations of mortgage
fraud.

Earlier this year, Fannie Mae has
terminated hundreds of my constitu-
ents, as well, over charitable dona-
tions, without any due process to
them. Months later, Fannie Mae has
still not answered my letters or pro-
vided these employees with any mean-
ingful explanation for their dismissal.

Instead of confronting the housing
affordability crisis, Fannie Mae has
turned to advancing the political inter-
ests of this administration, turned
against the people who worked for
them and served them for so many
years, and turned against the Amer-
ican people.

GOOD AND BAD NEWS FOR SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, we had some good news this
week.

One of my constituents was finally
able to get an in-person appointment
to receive at least an interview about
her Social Security benefits. You
would think that we would be delighted
that appointment is going to happen in
a couple of days, but this is also bad
news because she had actually reached
out to our office in February and is
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now getting an appointment in Janu-
ary.

That is 11 months since she reached
out to our office. She was probably try-
ing to reach out to the Social Security
office much longer. After repeated re-
quests from our office, we didn’t really
hear back until finally getting her that
appointment on December 3.

This is because there have been cuts
to the staff in that particular office of
Social Security. Sixty percent of the
staff at that particular office have been
cut. This is a huge issue in our commu-
nity right now.

Social Security offices across the
country are seeing that more people
are now being forced to come in person
to do these appointments and inter-
views, yet there are fewer appoint-
ments that are able to be had for them.

This is a huge concern, and we have
to address it. Right now, this adminis-
tration is going the wrong way when it
comes to administering Social Secu-
rity benefits.

————
0 1215
RECOGNIZING VALENCIA ABBOTT

(Ms. Foxx of North Carolina was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Valencia Abbott, of Rocking-
ham Early College High School, who
was recently named the 2025 National
History Teacher of the Year.

This is a monumental accomplish-
ment and one that speaks volumes to
Ms. Abbott’s passion for education and
her dedication to the students she
serves.

Not only is Ms. Abbott the 2025 Na-
tional History Teacher of the Year, but
she is also the 2025 North Carolina His-
tory Teacher of the Year.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear to me and to
countless others that Ms. Abbott rep-
resents the best that Rockingham
County Schools and North Carolina
have to offer.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Ms. Ab-
bott on her well-deserved recognition,
and I thank her for her continued dedi-
cation to educating Rockingham Coun-
ty’s future leaders.

RECOGNIZING VANCE DALTON UPON HIS
RETIREMENT

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Vance Dalton, who recently re-
tired from AgSouth Farm Credit after
three decades of unwavering, pas-
sionate service.

I have been very fortunate to call
Vance a friend for many years. He is a
salt-of-the-earth person who is loyal,
caring, and pleasant to everyone he
meets. He has a deep faith that stands
him in good stead.

During his time at Farm Credit, he
built long-lasting friendships and rela-
tionships with the people Farm Credit
is proud to serve, and he created long-
lasting value every step of the way.

Mr. Speaker, everyone who is fortu-
nate enough to have worked alongside
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Vance, to know him, or to even call
him a friend agrees with this senti-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Vance on
a well-earned retirement. May God
continue to bless him and his family as
he enters a new and exciting chapter in
his life.

RECOGNIZING SCOTTIE COOK

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Mr. Scottie Cook, a career and
technical education teacher in the
Alexander County School System.

In September, Mr. Cook was recog-
nized as a winner of the Harbor Freight
Tools for Schools Prize for teaching ex-
cellence. Mr. Cook was 1 of only 25 win-
ners throughout the entire Nation and
the only teacher in North Carolina to
receive the award in 2025, a remarkable
accomplishment, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Cook’s passion and service with a
career in technical education have left
an indelible mark on the lives of his
students. There is no question about it.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mr. Cook
on this well-deserved recognition.

RECOGNIZING STAN LAFURIA

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Stan LaFuria as he retires from
Moshannon Valley Economic Develop-
ment Partnership.

For 43 years, Stan has dedicated his
career to championing community and
economic development throughout
Pennsylvania’s 156th Congressional Dis-
trict.

After receiving a master’s degree in
public administration from Penn State
in the summer of 1982, Stan began his
career in Titusville, Pennsylvania,
where he worked as the assistant direc-
tor of the administration of the
Titusville Redevelopment Authority.

For 5 years, he was responsible for
creating and managing multimillion-
dollar neighborhood revitalization and
housing rehabilitation programs, as
well as recreation improvement
projects.

In 1988, Stan took a position as the
assistant director of the Economic De-
velopment Corporation of Erie County,
where he assisted in the management
of three industrial parks, a new incu-
bator facility, and a revolving loan
fund program.

In 1990, Stan was named the execu-
tive director of the Moshannon Valley
Economic Development Partnership, a
role he has held ever since.

For 35 years, Stan has been a driving
force behind major economic initia-
tives to enhance the communities and
economy of the Moshannon Valley and
Philipsburg region.

Under Stan’s leadership, the
Moshannon Valley Economic Develop-
ment Partnership has developed two
business parks, two multitenant build-
ings, a revolving loan fund program,
$2.9 million in housing rehabilitation

H4911

programs, and the Philipsburg Main
Street Program.

In 1997, the organization was named
Agency of the Year by the Pennsyl-
vania Economic Development Associa-
tion, in recognition of its outstanding
accomplishments for the region.

Madam Speaker, Stan’s commitment
and leadership have shaped Moshannon
Valley for the better, and his legacy
will be felt for generations.

Madam Speaker, I wish Stan the best
as he enters retirement and starts this
new chapter of life.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
Foxx). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until 2 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 21
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. OBERNOLTE) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

God of hope, fill us this day with all
joy and peace. Lift our minds out of
the current disquiet and renew our
hearts in the belief that our desires and
our contentment are to be found in
You and not in anything we devise or
which the world designs.

By the power of Your Holy Spirit,
may we discover the strength available
to us when we hope in You.

In You, our creator, we find our
source, the wellspring of all that is
good and right. May we establish all of
our decisions, intentions, and pursuits
on Your firm foundation.

In You, our redeemer, we find our
salvation, the one who delivers us from
our trials and inspires us in our weak-
ness. May we trust that You will bring
forth the best outcomes from our worst
attempts.

In You, our sustainer, we find our
strength and purpose, the power that
upholds and guides us to serve as in-
struments of Your will. May we abound
in the hope You provide.

In serving You in these days, in these
times, may all that we are and all that
we do reveal the joy and peace found
only in You.

We pray in the name of the one who
is our joy, our peace, and the source of
our hope.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.
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