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double or triple the cost they usually
pay for health insurance premiums.
These are the very same people that
have been telling you that they can
barely afford their healthcare and to
pay for their mortgage. In Illinois,
many people will see their costs rise
between $3,000 to $23,000, money that
every family in our State should be
able to keep to invest in their family’s
and community’s quality of life.

Here is the bottom line: Costs keep
increasing and people won’t be able to
afford their healthcare. Millions will
go without the goods and services that
they need, and the President wants us
unhoused. He wants us foreclosed, he
wants us poor, and it seems like he also
wants us uninsured.

Look, I have already signed the dis-
charge petition to ensure that the ACA
subsidies extension is put on the floor
for a vote because we need to use every
single tool at our disposal to fight for
our working families. I think it is
time—it is past time—for Republicans
to join Democrats in prioritizing work-
ing people and address the pain that
our communities are enduring.

We should be demanding more, and it
means that we could be using the dis-
charge petition process. We have seen
it work before this week, to release the
Epstein files. We can do the same thing
and get to the magic number of 218
Members of Congress who care more
about their constituents than they
care about a dictator, who care more
about their constituents than they
care about insurance companies, who
care more about their constituents
than they care about billionaires.

Here is the bottom line: We must de-
mand more. Every Member of Congress
who says they care about healthcare
and working people—it doesn’t matter
if you are a Democrat or a Repub-
lican—needs to sign the discharge peti-
tion and take action on the rising cost
of living.

Mr. Speaker, people Kkeep saying,
where does my money go? My taxes
keep increasing. Where are they going?
Well, Mr. Speaker, you and I both
know where the money is going. Yes, it
is going to Homeland Security, $150 bil-
lion there so that the Secretary can
cosplay and jump on those $200 million
jets. But it is also going to other parts
of the world to pay for bombs.
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Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about a
bill T introduced a few months ago. It is
the Block the Bombs Act.

It must frustrate my colleagues,
whether Democrat or Republican, that
our government is using their money,
their taxpayer dollars, so that someone
else can use them in another country
and bomb women and children.

I have been clear since the beginning
of the ceasefire in Gaza and Israel that
Netanyahu and Trump are a lethal, un-
accountable duo that cannot be trust-
ed. In the time since the most recent
ceasefire agreement, the Netanyahu
government has continued to bomb
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Gaza, including refugee camps. It has
restricted the movements of humani-
tarian aid, moved to annex the West
Bank, and continued to arrest Pal-
estinians without charge.

Mr. Speaker, this is all while
Netanyahu continues to lobby the U.S.
for more and more of our money so
they can get more weapons uncondi-
tionally, which Trump is inclined to
deliver as long as he can turn Gaza into
the next Middle Eastern Riviera.

Today, on this House floor, we must
say enough is enough. Congress must
assert its oversight authority and
withhold the weapons that are still
being used right now, even in the midst
of this so-called ceasefire, to violate
U.S. and international law. That is why
we must continue to demand that Con-
gress pass the Block the Bombs Act as
the first step in accountability and
oversight.

Do not be fooled into thinking that
blocking bombs is no longer necessary.
The only thing that will actually af-
firm a permanent ceasefire is the over-
sight that this body gives. It is needed
more than ever because every Member
of Congress should join us today.

Mr. Speaker, as I prepare to close, I
think about the moment we are living.
I think about the children in schools
who are wondering what the future will
look like for them. I think about the
responsibilities that we all took when
we took an oath to protect the Con-
stitution, to protect the well-being of
our communities, to uphold the Con-
stitution, and to honor our constitu-
ents.

I have to say that these last 11
months have been painful. As someone
who lives in the city of Chicago, I
never thought that I would say that I
knew what it felt like to feel like I was
living under siege. As a Chicagoan
under the leadership of Kristi Noem,
we have felt like we have lived under
siege.

Mr. Speaker, I know firsthand what
it feels like to have a Black Hawk heli-
copter surrounding my home every
other day because they are getting
someone else. They are arresting an-
other mother in front of a school or
tear-gassing someone else who is just
recording.

I know firsthand the terror that DHS
immigration raids have had on our
communities. We have been surveilled.
People have been threatened. A 1-year-
old was teargassed. A U.S. citizen child
was teargassed. A pastor was pepper-
balled seven times. People were sub-
jected to warrantless arrests, precision
immobilization technique maneuvers,
kidnapped and disappeared.

Neither Trump’s administration nor
DHS cares if a person is a U.S. citizen,
a baby, a senior, or a pastor. There is
no respect for the rule of law. Terror
has been unleashed on American cities.
They think that as long as they issue a
statement with whatever fabricated lie
that they have created that they can
continue to get away with it. I want to
give my colleagues three examples of
what I am talking about.
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Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, October
25, border patrol agents aggressively
disrupted a children’s Halloween pa-
rade and terrorized and injured a 67-
year-old U.S. citizen. They pulled him
out of his vehicle, tackled him to the
ground, and detained him, arresting
him.

On Saturday, November 8, ICE agents
pepper-sprayed a family and their 1-
year-old child as they were leaving
Sam’s Club. It was a 1l-year-old girl.
She was a baby.

On Friday, October 10, an unmarked
vehicle, driven by Federal agents,
crashed into Dayanne Figueroa’s vehi-
cle. They exited the vehicle with weap-
ons drawn on her to forcibly drag her
out of her car and arrest her. She is a
U.S. citizen.

Here is my question to my colleagues
in the people’s House. If DHS cannot be
held accountable, if we can’t do our
oversight work, if we are obstructed
from conducting oversight, if they are
systematically undermining our civil
rights and perpetrating violence in our
communities, then what is Congress’
responsibility?

Mr. Speaker, let me say this: The an-
swer is very clear. We must strip away
every tool they are using to terrorize
our communities. We can start with
the taxpayer dollars they are using to
harm Americans. It is time for us to
begin defunding ICE.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———————

HIGHLIGHTING THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. KILEY of
California was recognized for 30 min-
utes.)

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, this last month, Nevada County, in-
deed the entire State of California, lost
one of its finest, its truly great citi-
zZens.

Eduardo Agullo Garcia was born in
Barcelona, Spain, during the Spanish
Civil War. He was the second child and
only son of Jose and Esperanza. His fa-
vorite memory as a child was playing
marbles in the streets, although he fre-
quently returned home with an empty
bag.

His life was forever changed when he
applied and was accepted into the
American Field Service program and
became an exchange student in 1955. He
sailed across the Atlantic with fellow
students. They spent the time dis-
cussing American customs and culture.

It was on this ship that he was ad-
vised to avoid asking out girls who
wore a pin because the pin indicated
that they had been pinned by a boy and
were not available to date. He traveled
across the United States on his way to
Millbrae, California, where he was
hosted for the school year by the
mayor of Millbrae, Webb Witmer.

When he arrived at the San Francisco
airport, he was greeted by American
AFS students including Nancy Camp-
bell. While he was intrigued by Nancy,
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he would not ask her out because he
saw a pin. He didn’t realize until the
end of the school year at Capuchino
High School in San Bruno that she
wore a pin because she was a member
of Job’s Daughters, an international
organization. It was not the type of pin
that he thought.

When he discovered that she was not
actually seeing someone, he imme-
diately asked her out. After Eddie
graduated from Capuchino High
School, he returned to Spain to com-
plete his compulsory military service.
After the military, he went to work for
a chemical company in Spain. He and
Nancy continued their relationship via
letters and visits.

As Nancy neared completion of her
degree at TUniversity of California,
Berkeley, he asked her to marry him.
They were married in California in 1961
and moved to Barcelona for several
years. Their daughter was born in 1963,
and 8 months later they moved back to
northern California.

Eddie was importing and selling
sporting rifles and ammunition but
turned to wholesale decorative acces-
sories. He started his company, Garcia
Imports, out of the garage of their
house in Millbrae. It soon grew to a
small warehouse in San Bruno and
then a bigger warehouse in San Mateo
and then in Redwood City and finally
in Hayward.

He traveled extensively for business,
both overseas and the United States.
He achieved one of his greatest goals
by becoming a citizen of the United
States in 1973.

After over 40 years in the home fur-
nishings industry, working side by side
with both his wife, Nancy, and his
daughter, Barbara, he and Nancy re-
tired in 2008.
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In 2009, they moved to Grass Valley.
They were not entirely sure what they
wanted to do in retirement, but they
met some wonderful friends and soon
became very involved with the Tea
Party, the State of Jefferson, and the
Nevada County Republican Party. It
was a full-time passion for both Nancy
and Eddie.

Eddie joined the Nevada County Fair-
grounds Foundation in 2011 as a direc-
tor. In 2015, Eddie and Nancy, as well as
their daughter, Barbara, and son-in-
law, Larry McDonald, were named the
Family of the Year by the Nevada
County Fair’s board of directors. The
board chose the Garcia-McDonald fam-
ily for their volunteer efforts, their vi-
sion for the foundation’s station, and
their ongoing support of the Nevada
County Fairgrounds.

After nearly 60 years of marriage,
Nancy passed in 2020, which was, of
course, such a great loss for Eddie.
However, he stayed busy in the last
several years supporting political cam-
paigns, keeping an eye on local poli-
tics, and working to improve his adopt-
ed country.

He was very passionate about the
candidates he supported and has trav-
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eled with friends to support those can-
didates wherever he could. He contin-
ued to pursue his passions right up
until he passed peacefully and quickly
on October 9, 2025.

Eddie, we miss you, my friend, but
your legacy will be felt by our commu-
nity forever.

END THE REDISTRICTING WAR

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to, again, call for an
end to the terrible redistricting war
that is cascading across the country
with the domino effect going from one
State to the next. States are throwing
out their entire congressional map and
upending representation in their State.
It is something that is deeply unpopu-
lar with Members of Congress on both
sides of the aisle, and it is deeply un-
popular with the American people.

Gerrymandering is bad enough, but
throwing out the maps specifically to
gerrymander in the middle of the dec-
ade is even worse. At this point in
time, we have seen Texas and Cali-
fornia both adopt gerrymandered maps,
although both States now find their
new maps being challenged in Federal
Court, which adds yet another element
of uncertainty for Representatives and
constituents alike.

However, it has gone far beyond Cali-
fornia and Texas. We are now seeing
States either already or in the process
of starting to adopt new maps in States
like Missouri and potentially Indiana,
Kansas, and Florida, perhaps, as well
as Virginia, Illinois, or Maryland, and
several others. It seems that hardly
any State will be spared. Many have
said they wanted to but simply don’t
have time this year, so they are wait-
ing to do it until the next cycle.

It has gotten completely out of hand.
It has gotten to the point where we
could get into this world of rolling re-
districting where district lines are
never settled for more than a couple of
years and where the connection be-
tween voters and Representatives is
continually being severed.

I have called time and again for an
end to this redistricting war or an ar-
mistice. The fact of the matter is that
there is still an opportunity to do that,
but it is a very narrow window of op-
portunity that exists.

My bill, H.R. 4889, would bar mid-dec-
ade redistricting in every State in the
country. This makes sense as an act of
Congress under our Article I Elections
Clause authority. But it makes sense,
in particular, because redistricting
itself is a creature, it is a creation of
the Constitution, of the Federal Gov-
ernment, which says that it has to be
done every 10 years. It is only a new
phenomenon, a fairly recent phe-
nomenon, where States are deciding to
do it more frequently than that.

So we can, as a House, pass this
measure. I believe if it were brought to
the floor it would pass overwhelmingly
to stop this madness in every State in
the country.

The reason I say it is a narrow win-
dow is because the filing deadline in
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Texas is coming up on December 8, and,
realistically, nothing that we do here
would affect the map in that State
after that point in time. So that is
really, effectively, a deadline for a na-
tional solution to this problem. Even
if, by the way, that deadline were to
pass and Texas or California would not
be affected, I still think we should
move forward to spare these other
States from having to deal with the ad-
verse consequences.

I begin today calling on the Speaker
of the House to bring this bill to the
floor for a vote so we could end this
madness. We could stop mid-decade
gerrymandering, we could go back to
the way it is supposed to be where we
redraw our district lines once every 10
years, and we could focus all of the
time, energy, and resources being put
into this fight—which, by the way, it
seems is not going to help one party or
the other to any significant degree, it
is probably going to be more or less a
wash, but we can get back to focusing
on the issues that actually matter to
the American people.

CALIFORNIA’S CULTURE OF CORRUPTION

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, last week, Governor Gavin
Newsom’s chief of staff was indicted for
23 felony counts in a Federal corrup-
tion investigation. This is his former
chief of staff. She left the office at the
end of last year.

The charges include conspiracy to
commit bank and wire fraud, bank
fraud, wire fraud, conspiracy to defraud
the United States and obstruct justice,
subscribing to false tax returns, and
making false statements to the FBI.
The main conduct being alleged in-
volves theft of campaign funds totaling
$225,000, tax fraud, as well as fraud sur-
rounding a PPE loan.

The indictment lists a number of co-
conspirators, including the former
chief of staff for California’s attorney
general, including a high-powered lob-
byist, including another well-known
consultant, as well as a number of
other un-named co-conspirators. In
other words, these are the people run-
ning our State government in Cali-
fornia. These are the people who con-
trol our politics in California.

Now, I have spoken about a culture
of corruption that exists in Sac-
ramento, and this latest series of
events has cast that culture of corrup-
tion in stark relief. Indeed, the former
chief of staff or communications direc-
tor for both Jerry Brown and, I think,
Dianne Feinstein used those very
words in the aftermath of this indict-
ment to describe the area that he had
worked for many, many years, a cul-
ture of corruption. He referred to Gov-
ernor Newsom’s chief of staff who has
now been indicted as a ‘‘Mafia boss.”

So I think it is important for people
to take note of what has transpired be-
cause it does cast a light on the corrup-
tion that is endemic to politics in Sac-
ramento.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that this is
really the core issue when you look at
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why California has declined as a State,
why our quality of life has declined as
a State, why we pay the highest gas
taxes yet drive over the deepest pot-
holes, why we spend tens of billions of
dollars on a high-speed train and yet
absolutely nothing gets built, and why
we spend more and more and more
money on education every year yet we
have the highest illiteracy rate in the
State.

The fundamental issue is not Demo-
crat versus Republican even. It is the
people of our State versus this en-
trenched and corrupt political class.

So I do believe that in order to get
our State back on track, we need to re-
form the way politics and government
are done in California. I believe we are
actually on our way to starting to do
that, not only with examples of people
being held accountable as of this in-
dictment, but also with The Coalition
for Common Sense that you see form-
ing across California, Mr. Speaker.
This is the same coalition, for example,
that came together last year to defeat
our political establishment and pass
Proposition 36 to make crime illegal
again in California by an overwhelming
margin, 68 percent of the vote, in that
election.

So I do believe that there is a coali-
tion of people who care about Cali-
fornia, who want to reform our State,
and who want to restore sanity and
good government and common sense.
Hopefully, this latest truly troubling
and horrifying example will help to
speed that process along in a very
healthy way.
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EXPANDING REFINERIES IN CALIFORNIA

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, today, I voted for and the House
passed the REFINER Act.

This is an important piece of legisla-
tion that is designed to identify obsta-
cles to expanding refining capacity in
the United States, and it is designed to
promote energy independence.

Before we go through exactly what
the bill does, I wanted to make clear
why this is so important for those of us
in California. California is seeing the
closure of two of its refineries, Phillips
66 and Valero, which represent a sig-
nificant chunk of our State’s overall
refining capacity.

Now, we already pay the highest gas
prices of any State in the country. We
also have electricity prices that have
gone up by 34 percent over the last sev-
eral years, The New York Times just
reported, far more than any other
State. We pay the highest gas prices
out of all 50 States, substantially more
than the national average, higher even
than Hawaii, which is an island State.

The causes of that are well under-
stood, and it is those very causes that
are now causing these refineries to
close in a way that is going to make
the problem even worse by further con-
straining supply.

The reason, of course, the cause, is
the taxes, the regulations, the par-
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ticular fuel blend that is required, and
the continually changing environ-
mental mandates that cause the cost of
doing business to continually grow and
that require these refineries to contin-
ually update their equipment in a way
that makes doing business just no
longer viable.

All of these things together led re-
searchers at USC to determine that, by
the end of next year, Californians could
be paying an average of $8 a gallon for
gasoline.

The bill we passed today here in Con-
gress, in the House of Representatives,
will help with this because, in addition
to the data collection that it requires
and the aspects of it that seek to sup-
port an agenda designed to promote en-
ergy independence through getting rid
of needless regulations, it also is look-
ing at State actions that are contrib-
uting to our decline in refining capac-
ity.

California, I am sure, will be the
State where the most such actions are
identified. I am looking forward to the
results of this and then being able to
act to use whatever leverage we have
here at the Federal level to try to
spare Californians from the continually
rising cost of gasoline and to restore a
little dose of common sense to our
State’s energy policy.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA’S ECONOMY

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday, California’s nonpartisan
Legislative Analyst’s Office revealed
that the State has an $18 billion def-
icit—an $18 billion deficit. The non-
partisan Legislative Analyst’s Office
noted that this is the fourth straight
year that the State has had budget
problems, even though revenue has
been increasing.

The LAO, the Legislative Analyst’s
Office, also noted in their report on the
State budget that the State’s economy
is not in good shape. Indeed, job growth
this year has amounted to zero, noth-
ing. There has literally been no job
growth in the State of California.

In addition, consumers in California
are increasingly pessimistic about our
State’s economy, so these problems
have all been building and building and
have, in particular, accelerated during
the governorship of Gavin Newsom.

In his first year as Governor, our
State budget was $208 billion. Now, the
budget is $322 billion. It has increased
by more than 50 percent. Can Califor-
nians say they are getting 50 percent
more for their tax dollars? Of course
not.

The problems in our State have con-
tinued to grow. We continue to lead the
Nation in homelessness, unemploy-
ment, taxes, regulations, and poverty.

I would hope that this latest report
from the Legislative Analyst’s Office
will be a wake-up call for the politi-
cians in Sacramento that we need to
start doing things differently. We need
to have less of a tax and regulatory
burden. We need to support small busi-
nesses and workers. We need to get the
budget under control, so we don’t con-
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tinue to spend more and more as we get
less and less.
PROPOSITION 50

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, this is the first opportunity I have
had to address the House since the pas-
sage of Prop 50 in California to re-ger-
rymander our State and to return us to
the era of political gerrymandering.

Of course, I was against the propo-
sition because I am against gerry-
mandering everywhere. I am against it
in California. I am against it in Texas.
I am against it in every State, Repub-
lican or Democrat.

My district, the currently drawn
Third Congressional District, did in-
deed vote against Prop 50, and if it had
its way, it would remain one contig-
uous district.

Unfortunately, this was not decided
on a district-by-district basis, so it
must be acknowledged that the people
of California have spoken. Even though
there is an ongoing Federal challenge
to the new map, I am proceeding under
the assumption that the new map will
govern the elections in 2026.

I did want to point to one particular
provision in Prop 50 that I actually
support. Indeed, I think a good part of
the reason why it passed is because
they actually put this provision, this
sentence, right there in the description
that people saw on the ballot when
they voted, which is the proposition
that established a State policy of sup-
porting independent redistricting na-
tionwide. While it, on the one hand,
brings back gerrymandering in Cali-
fornia, on the other hand, it calls upon
Congress to establish independent re-
districting commissions in every State
in the country.

I am going to answer that call to ac-
tion from the voters of our State. I am
currently working on legislation to do
precisely what the initiative calls for,
to establish independent redistricting
in every State in the country. It will be
modeled on the independent redis-
tricting commission that Prop 50 just
pushed aside in California.

If we can get this passed here in Con-
gress and signed into law, then by the
time of the next Census in 2030, when
States are actually supposed to be re-
drawing district lines, the horrible
scourge of gerrymandering, this
scourge on our democracy, will finally
be put to an end in the United States of
America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ERIC
ANDREW FARMER

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. TORRES of
New York was recognized for 30 min-
utes.)

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and legacy of a Bronx giant, Eric An-
drew “E Boogie” Farmer. His passing
on October 8 leaves a profound void in
Forest Houses and in the heart of our
borough.
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