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the Girls’ Division IIT Player
Year by the Ohio Scholastic
Coaches Association.

Reese has been described as an ag-
gressive and ferocious player and is
heralded as the most prolific goal scor-
er in the Akron area.

This season, Reese scored an impres-
sive 44 goals and 15 assists, leading the
Hoban Knights to the State semifinals.

This is Reese’s fourth year on the
varsity team, and over her impressive
soccer career, she has been recognized
as a Division II all-Ohioan and an all-
American. Not only is she a first-class
athlete, she is also a stellar and star
student, carrying a 4.1 GPA.

Next year, she will represent us
proudly on the women’s soccer team at
the University of Dayton.

Go Flyers.

Mr. Speaker, Reese is a shining ex-
ample of why Ohio’s 13th Congressional
District is known as the birthplace of
champions. I look forward to seeing all
that Reese accomplishes in her future.

of the
Soccer

REMEMBERING JAMAL KHASHOGGI

(Mr. RASKIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, Moham-
med bin Salman’s visit to Washington
this week has been a disgrace to Amer-
ican democracy.

The President of the United States
scolded a reporter as insubordinate and
then tried to explain away bin
Salman’s central role in the grisly
murder of Jamal Khashoggi, The Wash-
ington Post journalist, who was am-
bushed in Istanbul, strangled, drawn
and quartered, and dismembered by bin
Salman’s 15-member security detail,
according to U.S. intelligence.

Mr. Speaker, our Constitution over-
threw kings. It opposes cruel and un-
usual punishment. It bans titles of no-
bility, and yet the President’s foolish
actions will embolden vicious mon-
archs, autocrats, and theocrats all over
the world.

This warm welcome dishonors the
Constitution and the American people.
We must be doing a lot better than
this.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
RUMBLE PONIES

(Mr. RILEY of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. RILEY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, in Binghamton, we call our baseball
team the Rumble Ponies, and you prob-
ably want to know why.

Rumble Pony is another name for a
carousel horse, and the Triple Cities is
the carousel capital of the world. We
have more carousels per capita than
any Dplace in the entire world. It is
true.

When the Endicott-Johnson Shoe
Factory built the Triple Cities, it em-
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ployed tens of thousands of people,
built homes and parks, and the parks
had carousels. The carousels are free to
ride. They always have been. They al-
ways will be. It is part of the Square
Deal.

We are very proud of our Rumble
Ponies, and these days we call them
something else, too: Eastern League
champions.

Trailing 2-1 on the road in the bot-
tom of the sixth in an elimination
game, the Ponies did what we do in up-
state New York: They picked them-
selves up, they fought back, and they
won.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Manager
Reid Brignac; Jett Williams; Pitcher of
the Year Jonah Tong; Ryan Clifford;
KJ and David Sobatka; and, of course,
Rowdy and Ruby on a 90-win season
and an Eastern League championship.

Go Ponies.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF BISHOP KENNETH BERNARD
SPEARS

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Bishop Kenneth Spears, pastor of First
St. John Missionary in Fort Worth,
who passed way suddenly on November
17.

Bishop Spears was a proud son of
Fort Worth and devoted more than four
decades of his life to the ministry and
service and spiritual uplift of our com-
munity.

Bishop Spears answered his calling at
just 17 years old, and from that mo-
ment forward, he dedicated himself to
learning, teaching, and leading. He pur-
sued theology study at Bishop College,
which he was very proud of, and the
United Theological Seminary College
there.

In 1995, he faithfully shepherded First
Saint John Cathedral, guiding its
growth to a vibrant multicampus min-
istry with much outreach. His ‘‘Be Re-
stored’” broadcast reached thousands
each week, offering hope, healing, and
encouraging words.

Within the Full Gospel Baptist
Church Fellowship, he rose to the dis-
trict overseer to state bishop of north
Texas and was always committed to ex-
panding the Fellowship’s reach and
strengthening its mission.

Bishop Spears was not only a spir-
itual leader but he also was the author
of several books. He served alongside
his wife, Angela, and his sons, Kenneth
and Kyle, who were the joy of his life.

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Spears’ ministry
transformed lives in Fort Worth and
north Texas, and I ask my colleagues
to join me in honoring his extraor-
dinary service, his enduring faith, and
the powerful legacy that he leaves be-
hind.
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FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Ferrari, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
without amendment bills and joint res-
olutions of the House of the following
titles:

H.R. 970. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to periodically review the auto-
matic maximum coverage under the
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance pro-
gram and the Veterans’ Group Life Insurance
program, and for other purposes.

H.R. 983. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to disapprove courses of edu-
cation offered by a public institution of high-
er learning that does not charge the in-State
tuition rate to a veteran using certain edu-
cational assistance under title 10 of such
Code, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1912. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the repayment by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs of benefits
misused by a fiduciary, and for other pur-
poses.

H.J. Res. 130. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Bureau of Land Management
relating to ‘‘Buffalo Field Office Record of
Decision and Approved Resource Manage-
ment Plan Amendment’’.

H.J. Res. 133. Joint resolution requesting
the Secretary of the Interior to authorize
unique and one-time arrangements for dis-
plays on the National Mall and the Wash-
ington Monument during the period begin-
ning on December 31, 2025, and ending on
January 5, 2026.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 222. An act to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to allow
schools that participate in the school lunch
program to serve whole milk, and for other
purposes.

S. 351. An act to establish a pilot grant
program to improve recycling accessibility
to require the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to carry out cer-
tain activities to collect and disseminate
data on recycling and composting programs
in the United States, and for other purposes.

S. 1318. An act to direct the American Bat-
tle Monuments Commission to establish a
program to identify = American-Jewish
servicemembers buried in TUnited States
military cemeteries overseas under markers
that incorrectly represent their religion and
heritage, and for other purposes.

S. 2110. An act to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to prepare a report on reuse and re-
fill systems, and for other purposes.

S. 2379. An act to amend the State Justice
Institute Act of 1984 to authorize the State
Justice Institute to provide awards to cer-
tain organizations to establish a State judi-
cial threat intelligence and resource center.

———

NO MANDATE TO CUT MEDICAID

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. GREEN of
Texas was recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise, and still I rise, a proud,
unbought, unbossed, liberated Demo-
crat.
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And still I rise, censured but not si-
lenced. It is important to have this
photo tonight because it will get us
into some very important issues.

This was the occasion when I stood
before the President as he stood behind
me giving a statement at a joint ses-
sion of Congress. I was seated right
over in the third row up.

The President started to talk about
his mandate. I collected my portable
items, and I was about to make my
way out to the aisle so that I could tra-
verse my way out through the doors.
That was my means of peacefully pro-
testing, but as I moved and he talked
about his mandate, something came
over me. It was spontaneity. It was not
contrived.

I stood and I said to the President:
You don’t have a mandate to cut Med-
icaid. That was what I said.

Now, the press has distorted that, a
good many of them, these opinion mak-
ers, opinion shapers. They want to de-
fine people and define what you say
notwithstanding your having said
something contrary to what they
would like to hear.
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They said that I said he didn’t have a
mandate. I never said he didn’t have a
mandate. I said he didn’t have a man-
date to cut Medicaid, and I still stand
by it.

By the way, it became something
that people across the country agreed
with. So, I said it, and then I left. I left
after having been told that I had to
leave because the Speaker concluded
that I was out of order.

I have no hard feelings as it relates
to the Speaker. I have no animus to his
requiring me to be removed, although I
am the only person who has ever been
removed from a joint session of Con-

gress.
Here is what happened after I left.
The President, from this podium,

looked over toward my Democratic col-
leagues, and the President said to
them, as he was talking, words tanta-
mount to them being lunatics. He said
it. Members of the Congress of the
United States of America are at a joint
session of Congress, and the President
calls the Democrats lunatics.

I wasn’t here. I don’t know what I
would have done had I been here and he
called me a lunatic, because I never in-
sulted him by saying something nega-
tive about his personhood. I didn’t do
that, but I was censured. The President
was not censured for calling Members
lunatics at a joint session of Congress.
He has not been reprimanded in any
way. We have allowed him to normalize
his behavior.

I was censured. I had to stand in the
well. I accepted my punishment. I ac-
cepted it. I never criticized the notion
that it was improper for me to be re-
moved. I did say that I didn’t think the
punishment was appropriate in terms
of being censured, but I never said any-
thing that would cause the President
to believe that I was disrespecting him
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as a human. He called Democrats luna-
tics—no penalties, nothing done.

We cannot allow the President to
normalize demeaning people, calling
them names, low IQ. We can’t allow
him to do this. If we do, at some point,
what I have in my hand now will occur.
I have in my hand an article from Po-
litico dated November 20, 2025. When
we allow the President to say these
things with impunity, this is what we
face. November 20, 2025, 10:42 a.m. East-
ern Standard time—it is styled:
“Trump calls for Democratic law-
makers to face trial for ‘seditious be-
havior.””

I don’t agree with that, but that is
not the point. There is more to be said.

It goes on to say, in bold print: “SE-
DITIOUS BEHAVIOR, punishable by
DEATH!” he wrote on Truth Social.

The President is saying now that
someone, Democrats, have engaged in
seditious behavior punishable by death.

Then, he goes on. The article reads:
“President Donald Trump on Thursday
called for six Democratic lawmakers to
face arrest and trial after they made a
video encouraging U.S. servicemembers
and members of the intelligence com-
munity to refrain from following or-
ders if they broke the law.”

What does that mean if they broke
the law? Well, it means this: If the
President gives you an unlawful order,
you are not to follow that order. That
is what it means. By the way, that is
what the law says. You don’t follow un-
lawful orders. We don’t want people fol-
lowing unlawful orders.

I am not going to name the people,
but then it goes on to say: “‘It’s called
SEDITIOUS”—this is the President
now. “It’s called SEDITIOUS BEHAV-
IOR AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL,”
Trump charged in a post on Truth So-
cial. “Each of these traitors”—now
they have become traitors. ‘“‘Each one
of these traitors to our Country should
be ARRESTED AND PUT ON TRIAL.”

I don’t agree with that, but that is
not the most egregious thing in this
document that I hold in my hand. I will
get to that as I read on. ‘“Their words
cannot be allowed to stand,” he says.

Then, he goes on to say: ‘“We won’t
have a country anymore!!! An example
MUST BE SET.”

Now, we are getting close to the rea-
son I am standing here tonight. If he
had only said the other things, I prob-
ably would have, as many others are
doing, just let it go, but sometimes,
you can cross a line of no return. The
President crossed that line with these
words. The President then posted 16
Truth Social posts, including one that
advocated for hanging Democrats.
Now, that is the line.

Mr. President, what is wrong with
you? Don’t you know that there are
people who will read this and consider
doing something dastardly? Don’t you
know that you are putting people in
harm’s way?

By the way, I don’t think it just in-
cludes the eight people who are named
here. I don’t think it just includes

HA4855

them. I think if you are a Democrat,
any Democrat, you should be con-
cerned about what this President has
done. I don’t think that this applies to
just the six Democratic lawmakers
that are mentioned here—six, not
eight. I think it applies to all of us.

Just so that you will know, my
friends, when you walk into my office
now, the first thing you see is a person
with a gun. When I first got elected to
Congress, we didn’t have police officers
sitting out in the lobby. You walk in
now and the first thing you see is a
person with a gun. Why? Because of
this kind of ignorant behavior on be-
half of the President. By the way, I am
being kind by saying ‘‘ignorant.’” There
are many other ways, many other
ways, many other adjectives.

There is something wrong with the
President. There is something wrong
with the President of the United States
of America. For the President of the
United States to say that people should
be—let me read it to you one more
time. The President then responded
with 16 Truth Social posts, including
one that advocated for hanging Demo-
crats.

There is something wrong with the
President. There is something wrong.
We can’t ignore this. We cannot allow
him to say this with impunity. We
can’t.

Now, I don’t speak for anybody other
than myself and everybody who agrees
with me. A lot of people agree with me
that the President can’t be allowed to
do this. That is why I say: ‘‘Censured
but not silenced.” I have not been si-
lenced. I will not be silenced. I am not
going to be one who is going to allow
this to take place and not speak up and
speak out and say to the world that
this has to change.

We are normalizing not just hate, but
we are normalizing these signals to
persons who may not be as stable as I
would like for them to be, who will
then proceed to do something to harm
someone.
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Yes, when you come to my office, the
first thing you see is a person with a
gun. When I go out to events now, I
have to have someone to escort me out
to events. When I am in the airport, we
have to be escorted through the air-
ports.

Do you think this improves the situ-
ation? This does not. This only exacer-
bates a situation that we already are
having to deal with. We have had to al-
locate more funds so that Members can
have armed protection. For me it is
armed—maybe for some others it is
not—but protection. This is not nor-
mal.

If we just allow it to continue, we
may find ourselves at a point where we
can’t stand here in the well and say
what I am saying. We may find our-
selves at a point in the history of the
United States of America, which was a
functioning democracy when the Presi-
dent took office for this term, we may
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find ourselves with an inability to ex-
ercise the constitutional right of free
speech.

You have to see what is coming. You
have seen what he has done, calling all
of the generals in, all of these high-
ranking officers. In a sense, they spoke
down to them. He changed the name of
the Department of Defense into the De-
partment of War. He has become a
“might makes right”’ President—might
makes right.

In a might makes right world, the
weak are wrong. If you don’t have the
might to match what the President is
doing, then you are weak. I am coming
back to this, but I have to step aside
for a second and say this to you:

This is a President who has decided
that he will use the awesome power of
the Justice Department to punish peo-
ple who are perceived to be, in his
mind, persons who have harmed him in
some way by simply prosecuting him.

Now, look, if we can all decide that
we are going to indict the prosecutors
in our cases, then we are not going to
have a rule of law in this country.
What happens to the rule of law if ev-
eryday people, like you and me—I can’t
force the Justice Department to do
anything, but he knows this. He knows
that he and the Justice Department
have unlimited time, a coffer in the
millions, if not billions, and that you
may beat the rap, but you won’t beat
the ride, you won’t beat the indict-
ment. You will have to pay. This is all
so obvious in terms of what he is doing.

However, back to this. Censured but
not silenced. Well, there is a remedy. If
my colleagues who generally sit on this
side won’t rein him in, if the Supreme
Court has decided that it won’t, for
whatever reasons, then there is but one
option left. There is but one.

The Congress of the United States of
America has the authority to rein in a
President who commits impeachable
offenses. Impeachable offenses. Saying
that Members of Congress that advo-
cated for people to follow the law, say-
ing that these Democrats should be
lynched, at some point there is a line.
This is the line. This is the solution.

We are in a countdown to impeach-
ment. I intend to bring Articles of Im-
peachment to remove this President,
who is normalizing violations of the
Constitution. He could care less about
due process. Due process, the notion
that you ought to be able to at least
raise your hand and say, hey, you have
got the wrong person when you are
being taken away by people who have
masks and are not properly identifying
themselves as members of the con-
stabulary. You should be able to stop
that.

In my opinion, people ought to be
identified so that a person will know
who arrested them. However, he
doesn’t care. It doesn’t matter to him
that we have a branch of the govern-
ment called the judiciary. He wants to
impeach the judges when they differ
with him. We have got a Member of
Congress who has filed Articles of Im-
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peachment against a judge because
they don’t agree with their opinion.

Most people in this country of more
than 300 million people can’t do that.
They can’t decide that they are going
to impeach the judge because they
don’t like the opinion.

We have entered into an era now
where an authoritarian President has
control of the House of Representa-
tives, the Senate, and a Supreme Court
that has to date not challenged him
properly, in my opinion, so now he be-
lieves that he can say we should hang
Members of Congress.

Well, Mr. President, you shouldn’t.
You shouldn’t say that, and the remedy
is to remove you from office.

He shouldn’t be allowed to serve out
his entire term. I am not implying that
anything should be done to his physical
person, no. I am talking about what we
can lawfully do, peacefully do. He
should not be allowed to finish his
term of office because he is not getting
better. There is something wrong with
him, and he is not getting better.

It is progressively moving toward a
point in time when he will say some-
thing that is going to impact every
person in this country, it seems. I hope
that it never happens, but I do believe
that he is setting us up such that when
he is to leave office, when his term is
up, he will have some rationale for
staying on, and he will have the power,
the awesome power of the Presidency
to back him up.

What he did when he should have left
office before and he encouraged—there
are other words that I could use—peo-
ple to come over to the Capitol, a per-
son was Kkilled. People died. People
were walking around the Capitol with
gallows, looking for the Vice-Presi-
dent, calling out Speaker PELOSI’'S
name, defecating in the Capitol, and
not in the necessary facility, but in in-
appropriate places.

He did that. When do we get enough
evidence to realize that what he did
once he will do again? Yet, he has now
greater authority because of the Su-
preme Court saying to him that he is
immune to certain things. He has been
given a certain amount of immunity,
which he has taken as absolute immu-
nity.

We can see what is happening. He is
progressively moving toward the date
that he is to leave office, when, in my
opinion, he will not. I think he will try
to stay on. I think he will use the awe-
some power of the Presidency—and if
he can, the United States military—to
stay. That is my prognostication.
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Mr. Speaker, I don’t want to wait
until he does it to take a stand. That is
why I am counting down to impeach-
ment now. That is why I am taking a
stand now. I am not saying to any
other Member that they must vote to
impeach. I am saying to everybody
they have notice now. They can do all
of the things they want to do to pre-
vent the Articles of Impeachment from
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coming to the floor for a vote. Go
ahead and do that.

For posterity, I want everyone to
know there was one Member of Con-
gress at least—I believe there are oth-
ers—but there was one Member of Con-
gress at least that realized we should
have taken action and one did. We
must take this action.

If nothing else, maybe if he sees that
impeachment is imminent, maybe he
will change his behavior. I doubt it.
Maybe he will change it. Maybe he will
come to his senses and realize that
what he is doing is harmful to democ-
racy—to democracy. It is not just
harmful to the people he demeans but
to democracy.

Mr. Speaker, I will bring these Arti-
cles of Impeachment. Everybody is on
notice now—everybody. Not only am I
going to file them but I am going to
ask for a vote. This cannot stand.

There are people who will say in
quiet places something similar to what
I just said. I hope that those people
will have the courage. If they don’t
want to say it publicly, I just hope
they will have the courage to do what
they can do to prevent the imminent
threat that this President has become
to American democracy. I say
“‘threat.” It is an assault on democracy
now. It was a threat. It has now be-
come an assault.

We are in a countdown to impeach-
ment. I am giving every assurance that
I can. Please take me literally. I plan
to bring these Articles of Impeachment
against this President. I pray that the
Senate will convict. The Articles of
Impeachment filed in the House are
comparable to an indictment but not
the same. They are comparable to it in
a sense.

The Senate then has a trial. I would
hope that the Senate would vote, Re-
publican and Democrat, to convict and
remove this President from office.
That would be my desire. I don’t al-
ways get what I want, which means I
have got to be prepared to file again.

Mr. Speaker, I am not going to let
this behavior die. If my colleagues
don’t vote this time, it is okay. I will
file again because there is plenty he
has already done. Not everything
should be put into just one set of arti-
cles. There are plenty of other things.

Mr. Speaker, I already have articles
pending against him that I call the
sword of Damocles for what he has
done in defying court orders, in flout-
ing court orders, and not giving due re-
spect to orders of the court. This is the
President of the United States doing it.
This is not just some other person. It is
the President.

They are hanging there. I am waiting
to get the order from a judge who is
looking at it. I have been waiting since
this occurred. There is a judge looking
at a case that was before him. If this
judge rules, as I think he will, the
sword of Damocles will fall on him. I
am referring to the articles I have al-
ready filed dealing with his failure to
obey the simple constitutional premise
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of persons having a right to due proc-
ess.

Everybody in the country knows—as
he would say, ‘‘everybody.” We know
everybody doesn’t, but that is his ter-
minology. Everybody knows that we
get due process in the United States of
America except the President. They
get what a might-makes-right men-
tality accords them when they are
dealing with the President.

We have this countdown to impeach-
ment. I am going to file against him
before the Christmas break. I will let
everybody have fair shots at me and do
whatever they need to do. I probably
shouldn’t have said ‘‘shots.” I will let
everyone take whatever lawful meas-
ures they think they should take.

Before the Christmas break, I plan to
have articles filed and voted on right
here in the Congress of the United
States of America because we cannot
allow him to normalize the notion that
someone can just hang Members of
Congress because they don’t agree with
their position. Even if their position is
wrong, he shouldn’t say it. I am refer-
ring to six Truth Social posts, one in-
cluding that he advocated for hanging
the Democrats.

If anybody wants to read this, it is in
Politico. Thank God for Politico. It
says: “Trump calls for Democratic law-
makers to face trial for seditious be-
havior.”

By the way, there are Members who
will agree with this. There are Mem-
bers who will say it is okay for the
President to say we can hang people in
this fashion. They will say it because it
has become normal for some people.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t live in that
world. I live in a world where the Presi-
dent of the United States is supposed
to be the most respected person in the
country and where the President of the
United States is a person who sets the
example. He is an exemplar and not
just an example. He is an exemplar. He
is a supreme and superb exemplar of
what behavior should be like in the
country.

Even Presidents make mistakes, but
these are not mistakes. These things
are done with intentionality, and they
are done almost on a daily basis. There
is something new almost every day. I
expected something new today, but I
didn’t expect this.

Before Christmas, we will vote again
on impeachment. I am giving notice
now so that no one will say they are
surprised when I bring additional arti-
cles. I already have some on file, and
there are other things that he has done
that I shall pay attention to. This has
some specificity associated with it, but
there are other things, as well.

Mr. Speaker, as I conclude my mes-
sage tonight, I think it is important to
note that we live in a participatory de-
mocracy. Every person has a duty, re-
sponsibility, and an obligation to par-
ticipate in our functioning democracy.
We should vote. We should serve on a
jury. We also have a duty in a
participatory democracy to protect the
democracy. We have to protect it.
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We can’t just allow a President to be-
come a might-makes-right authori-
tarian. We have to protect the democ-
racy that we have inherited. We do it
for ourselves. We do it for posterity.
We do it Dbecause, without this
participatory democracy, the world
itself becomes at greater risk.

Mr. Speaker, the United States of
America is a pretty important piece of
the puzzle of life that the entire planet
Earth is a part of. We have got to pro-
tect this participatory democracy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President and to direct their remarks
to the Chair and not to any perceived
viewing audience.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind all persons in the
gallery that they are here as guests of
the House and that any manifestation
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of
the House.

——
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FACING FISCAL REALITY

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. SCHWEIKERT
of Arizona was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.)

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, 1
have missed all of you. I don’t know if
you missed me.

We are going to actually try some-
thing tonight, and some of what we are
going to do this evening is a little bit
complex. It is going to be a little bit
thick, but we have double-checked and
triple-checked the math, which means
that a number of our brothers and sis-
ters will turn their ears off almost im-
mediately because, remember, Mr.
Speaker, we all work in a math-free
zone.

A couple of items of order first. I
thank—though I don’t know if they
were screwing with me or having some
fun. I think it is ‘““Forbes Breaking
News” that took about 12 or 13 hours of
these floor speeches and put them up
on YouTube. I have actually had a cou-
ple of people who obviously don’t have
lives who have been watching them,
and we have been playing this game of:
Here is the prediction, SCHWEIKERT,
you made over the last year. Here is
what you have right, and here is what
you have wrong.

First, I got wrong my prediction on
interest rates. I really thought the 10-
year bond would be closer to 5. It is at
4.1. However, things like the U.S. get-
ting downgraded, things like the
semaglutides crashing in price by the
end of the year, we have actually got-
ten right.
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The one thing I wish I had gotten
wrong was the debt and deficit projec-
tions. For the trolls out there who im-
mediately say, ‘“Well, there is all this
spending in the tax bill,”” most of that
hasn’t started yet. If you actually look
at the breakdown of what is going on,
what the two drivers of U.S. sovereign
debt are, they are the very things that
we are not allowed to talk about. It is
interest and demographics.

We are going to walk through some
of the reality of the math because this
is how perverse this place has become.
The Democrats will blame, and Repub-
licans will blame, and we are going to
blame shiny objects, things that actu-
ally have almost no actual value to our
future, to this Republic, and where we
are going.

As we start this, I need everyone to
embrace a couple factoids. We have 7
years until the Social Security trust
fund is empty. No one stole the money.
We just didn’t have enough young peo-
ple to keep the ratios. So, in 7 years,
the math right now says a 24 percent
cut.

In 7 years, we double senior poverty
in America. In 7 years, the math says:
You are going to start to see baby
boomers doubling homelessness. In 7
years, the Medicare trust fund is
empty. Hospitals right now and others
who are part of the Medicare part A
cash flow take about 11 percent cuts. In
7 years, we double the spending on
Medicare. We go from $1 trillion right
now to $2 trillion.

It is demographics. Mr. Speaker, I am
going to show you some of those
charts, but let’s first walk through the
craziness. I have had some administra-
tion folks and other folks talk to me
about tax receipts being up, and they
are. There is a whole series of things
we have done to reduce spending, but
none of it appears to be big enough to
deal with the cost of the refinancing of
debt that is coming off the very low in-
terest rates from a few years ago to the
much higher interest rates today, to
the medical inflation, to the
healthcare utilization, and to just the
things that are basic driven by our de-
mographics.

Let’s deal with some reality. If any-
one has a question about my math, you
can look it up online, Mr. Speaker. Go
to the Treasury’s website. This is im-
portant. We are now 51 days, I believe,
into the new fiscal year. We are 51
days.

Mr. Speaker, do you realize we have
now borrowed $628 billion in the first 51
days of this new fiscal year? Treasury
has put more—is holding almost $900
billion in cash, which they typically
operate with about $800 billion because
of the in and out, but you start to real-
ize, at the current borrowing rate, we
crossed $1 trillion this fiscal year be-
fore Christmas.

It is not Republican or Democratic.
It is demographics and interest, but
that isn’t a lot of fun because our polit-
ical consultants need something where
we can attack each other. By doing
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