
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4777 November 19, 2025 
In Hillsboro, multiple unmarked 

SUVs circled a man in a parking lot. 
He was simply going to pick up gro-
ceries. In Beaverton, ICE was parked 
on the street, randomly scanning li-
cense plates of cars, and then checking 
names. They wrongfully arrested a 
man who would have been sent to de-
tention had his lawyer not intervened 
at the very last minute. 

At the ICE facility in Portland, ICE 
staff are lying to lawyers, pepper 
spraying people who are peacefully pro-
testing, and recklessly exposing resi-
dents who live nearby, including sen-
iors, veterans, and children to toxic 
fumes. 

ICE detained one of my constituents, 
Victor Cruz, because he has the same 
name as someone with a criminal 
record. My constituent showed the ICE 
agents his identification. It didn’t mat-
ter. He doesn’t have a criminal record, 
nor was there a warrant for his arrest. 
It didn’t matter. He has a valid work 
permit, a job, and a pending visa case. 
It didn’t matter. He has a heart condi-
tion and a pacemaker. It didn’t matter. 

Victor is a well-respected member of 
the community with, as you can see, 
adorable grandchildren. He was ar-
rested, detained, and sent to the North-
west Detention Center in Tacoma, 
Washington. Then immigration offi-
cials tried to deport him. 

I visited Victor in Tacoma, where he 
was kept in bleak conditions and spoke 
about his experience and his hopes to 
be reunited with his family. 

After almost 4 weeks of being wrong-
fully detained, Victor Cruz was finally 
released after an outpouring of support 
from the community, his friends, and 
neighbors, and with the assistance of 
his lawyer. 

I am overjoyed, but he should never 
have been arrested and detained in the 
first place. For far too many others, 
they aren’t as fortunate. 

ICE is now moving people from the 
detention facility to other immigra-
tion facilities across the U.S. to block 
legal action. As this headline says, 
ICE’s strategy is to ‘‘Detain people 
first and ask questions later.’’ 

Simply put, ICE is not following the 
law. They are part of an out-of-control 
Federal agency, indiscriminately kid-
napping people off the streets, and sow-
ing terror in our communities. This is 
not how a civilized Nation treats its 
people. 

There are countless stories of ICE 
drawing their weapons and pointing 
them at bystanders, driving into on-
coming traffic to deter bystanders from 
filming them. To make matters worse, 
now the Trump administration is de-
meaning and scapegoating immigrants. 

The United States of America is a 
country of immigrants and our Nation 
is stronger because of its diversity, but 
the Trump administration’s actions are 
actually making America more dan-
gerous. 

This isn’t about safety. Nobody 
wants violent criminals in their neigh-
borhoods and districts, but that is not 

the issue here. In fact, ICE is spending 
so much time targeting people based on 
their race or ethnicity that they aren’t 
focused on the real criminals. 

Recently, I spoke with a high school 
student who is terrified that his family 
and friends will be kidnapped. I spoke 
with education leaders who were in 
tears about the trauma they are seeing 
in their school districts and with stu-
dents who are afraid for themselves 
and their families. This trauma will 
last for years and will affect the ability 
of these kids to learn and thrive in 
schools. 

I met with Latino businessowners 
who have seen significant reductions in 
people visiting their shops and res-
taurants. The common thread in their 
interactions was the word ‘‘terror.’’ 

Earlier this week, high school stu-
dents were here advocating for humane 
immigration policies. They spoke 
about how the Trump administration is 
dehumanizing immigrants and making 
it more difficult for people to call 
America home. High schoolers know 
this is wrong. You and I know this is 
wrong. 

I urge my colleagues to show some 
empathy and understanding. Let’s 
show some respect for civil and human 
rights. Work with us on humane immi-
gration reform. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot allow these 
abuses of power and lawless actions to 
continue. We must all speak out. Let’s 
work together to put an end to this 
ugly chapter in our country’s history. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF ADMIRAL WAYNE JUSTICE 

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS of Florida was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and legacy 
of Admiral Wayne Justice, a dear 
friend and proud American. 

Admiral Justice lived a life dedicated 
to public service not only to our Na-
tion but to our community. Admiral 
Justice, a graduate of the United 
States Coast Guard Academy and Navy 
War College, devoted 37 years of his life 
to the United States Coast Guard, 
roughly half in which he was in com-
mand conducting counterdrug, illegal 
immigrant, and search and rescue pa-
trols. 

Among his many service highlights, 
he spent 3 years as a military aide to 
Presidents Bush and Clinton, tasked 
with potential execution of our nuclear 
codes. 

After retiring from the Coast Guard, 
Admiral Justice continued his commit-
ment to excellence right here at home. 
As Port Canaveral Commissioner, he 
championed economic development, 
maritime safety, and the continued 
growth of Florida’s greatest economic 
engines. His leadership helped shape 
the future of our region and his impact 
will be felt for generations to come. 

Wayne Justice was far more than a 
leader. He was a loving husband, fa-

ther, and a friend, a friend we would 
like to have. Florida is better because 
Admiral Justice lived here. Our Coast 
Guard is stronger because he served. 
Our community is more united because 
of the values he embodied. 

Mr. Speaker, may we carry forward 
his legacy of service, integrity, and 
boundless dedication to our Nation. 
May his family find comfort in know-
ing that their father, as a husband and 
as a leader, his kindness will never be 
forgotten. 

f 

AMANI PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL 
(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-

nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I recog-
nize and celebrate the 15th year anni-
versary of the Amani Public Charter 
School in Mount Vernon, New York. 

I grew up in Mount Vernon in an 
apartment one block away from what 
was once the Edison Technical and Vo-
cational High School, but it was reborn 
in 2011 as Amani Public Charter School 
to advance the educational opportuni-
ties for all children, especially children 
of color on the south side of Mount 
Vernon and elsewhere. 

This school serves all students grades 
K–8 with free breakfast and lunch. 
They place a strong emphasis on core 
subjects, notably English and math, 
foreign languages, enrichment classes, 
ELL, special ed services, music, arts, 
after-school, and athletics. 

Amani honored four outstanding in-
dividuals at their recent gala: John 
Howard, Stephanie McCaine, Charles 
Stern, and Johnayia White. The execu-
tive director, Debra Stern, who was 
founder of the Friends of the Mount 
Vernon Public Library and president of 
the Mount Vernon PTA Council, leads 
the school as executive director with 
exceptional experience and vigor. 

Jennifer Ciavirella is school prin-
cipal, leading a talented team of pro-
fessionals. We salute Amani Charter 
Public School on its 15th anniversary. 
May there be many more years to 
come. 
SALUTING THE LIFE OF MAYO PETER BARTLETT 
Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to salute the life of Mayo Peter 
Bartlett, who passed away in Sep-
tember at the age of 86. 

Mr. Bartlett was born in 1939 in Rye, 
attended North Carolina Central Uni-
versity, graduated with a degree in ac-
counting, and membership during col-
lege of the Alpha Kappa Chapter of the 
Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. Mr. Bart-
lett turned his degree into a career as 
a Treasury agent and as an auditor for 
the IRS. 

Mayo Peter Bartlett was an out-
standing basketball player who played 
in Europe and loved coaching young 
people in basketball. He was a jazz en-
thusiast with an extensive collection of 
LPs. He has been a good friend to 
many. For over 50 years, he and his 
wife, Ernestine ‘‘Tina’’ Conner, were 
parents of three children and five 
grandchildren. 
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Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bartlett has left us 

for his eternal reward, but he has left 
behind a legacy of love, faith, and 
warmth to the people of his commu-
nity. We will miss him forever. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 

(Mr. CISNEROS of California was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge and uplift Small 
Business Saturday this year. 

Every year, our country celebrates 
Small Business Saturday the weekend 
after Thanksgiving. This year that will 
be November 29, and I encourage my 
constituents in California’s 31st Dis-
trict and all Americans to participate 
by shopping small business and sup-
porting our local businesses. 

Coming from California’s 31st Dis-
trict, I am proud to represent a thriv-
ing and diverse community of small 
businesses in the San Gabriel Valley. 
From cafes and restaurants, to book-
stores, toy shops, party supply stores, 
and many more, our district is fortu-
nate to have an abundance of locally 
owned small businesses bringing life 
and community to our cities. 

Mr. Speaker, as we approach Small 
Business Saturday and the holiday sea-
son, I encourage everyone to shop 
small and take some time to support 
your local businesses. By doing so, you 
are supporting your neighbors, growing 
your local economy, and making your 
community stronger. 

RECOGNIZING MR. KENNETH SINGLETON 
Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize an extraordinary 
military servicemember now serving 
our public schools. 

Mr. Kenneth Singleton has dedicated 
decades of service to our community. 
From serving in the U.S. Army and 
completing several tours, including in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Saudi Arabia, 
his commitment to service earned him 
the Meritorious Service Award five 
times. 

For Mr. Singleton, public service 
didn’t end after the uniform came off, 
though. His second mission serving our 
next generation began in the Monrovia 
Unified School District as the director 
of food service. 

He has been a vital part of the school 
district, ensuring our students have 
healthy, nutritious meals every day to 
focus and thrive on their studies. 

Mr. Singleton has brought discipline, 
leadership, and a commitment to serv-
ice to our schools in Monrovia Unified. 
Our community is fortunate to have a 
dedicated public servant like him. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. Singleton 
for his military service and his exem-
plary public service to our students 
and schools. 

RECOGNIZING PENNY STEVENSON 
Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize an outstanding com-
munity member, veteran, and leader in 
California’s 31st District in the city of 
San Dimas. 

Penny Stevenson is the board presi-
dent of the San Dimas H.E.R.O.E.S. Or-
ganization, whose mission is to honor 
all San Dimas veterans by engraving 
their names on a permanent monument 
at Freedom Park in San Dimas, Cali-
fornia. 

As a U.S. Marine veteran herself and 
with a family of veterans, Penny has 
shown incredible commitment, sac-
rifice, and leadership serving as presi-
dent to this organization dedicated to 
honoring our veterans and servicemem-
bers. This is Penny’s last year serving 
as board president, a position she has 
held since 2009. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank her and com-
mend her for all the work she has done 
to recognize our servicemembers for 
the past 16 years. Just this past Vet-
erans Day, I was honored to visit the 
H.E.R.O.E.S. monument at Freedom 
Park, and I can attest to the honor it 
brings to our veteran community. I, 
again, thank her for her leadership and 
tireless efforts. 

HONORING 2026 TEACHERS OF THE YEAR 

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the exciting 
achievement of two dedicated edu-
cators in California’s 31st District. 

Mr. Rene Romero and Dr. Heather 
Povinelli were both named 2026 Cali-
fornia Teachers of the Year. 

Mr. Romero is an 11th and 12th grade 
international baccalaureate language 
and literature teacher at South Hills 
High School in the Covina Valley Uni-
fied School District. He has been teach-
ing for 21 years and has developed an 
outstanding reputation for his cre-
ativity, compassion, and dedication to 
his students. 

His inclusive and supportive class-
room has exemplified good teaching, 
and he has well-earned the title of 
Teacher of the Year. 

Dr. Heather Povinelli is a second 
grade teacher at Bradoaks Elementary 
Science Academy in the Monrovia Uni-
fied School District. 

For 25 years, she has dedicated her 
career to teaching in elementary class-
rooms. Living with dwarfism, Dr. 
Povinelli uses her own lived experience 
as an opportunity to empower students 
and teach about disabilities, inclusion, 
and equity. 

Not only is she an incredible teacher, 
but she is an inspiration and a trail-
blazer to students of all backgrounds. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank both Mr. Ro-
mero and Dr. Povinelli for their com-
mitment to teaching our future genera-
tions and congratulate them on these 
immense achievements. 

f 

b 1045 

RELEASE OF EPSTEIN FILES 

(Mr. KEATING of Massachusetts was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, the 
House and now our Senate have finally 
acted to release the files and all the in-
formation regarding the criminal ac-

tivities of Jeffrey Epstein and all who 
enabled, all who knew and did nothing, 
and all who participated in some of the 
worst sexual abuse and trafficking 
crimes our country has experienced. 

This will expose the rich, the power-
ful, and the self-entitled who were in-
volved in these crimes and who did it 
for the worst possible reason, because 
they thought they could. 

This necessary legislation should not 
have been necessary because this White 
House, this administration, this Presi-
dent could have merely released these 
files. Instead, they withheld, dismissed, 
and covered up. They even had their 
Justice Department’s two highest offi-
cials try to coerce a House Member to 
take their name off the discharge peti-
tion that finally triggered the approval 
of this legislation. 

It was only because of the actions of 
courageous survivors coming forward, 
coming to the Capitol, and speaking 
truth to power that we are able to ad-
vance this legislation. 

As a Massachusetts district attorney, 
I oversaw specialized sexual assault po-
lice units, specialized sexual assault 
prosecutors, and specialized sexual as-
sault victim-witness assistance units. I 
founded a child advocacy center to 
treat and reduce trauma for child vic-
tims of sexual assault. 

I know from this one thing. The sur-
vivors want one thing and one thing 
only: that no child, no young girl, will 
ever have to go through the trauma 
that they went through, a trauma so 
great that one survivor took her own 
life. 

Now, a warning to this White House, 
this administration, and this Presi-
dent. Never again say these crimes did 
not occur. Never call them a hoax, and 
don’t attempt to abuse and pervert 
what this legislation does by invoking 
a sham active investigation as a dis-
ingenuous excuse to withhold a com-
plete release of the Epstein files. Don’t 
do this because the brave survivors will 
not stand for it, and they will not 
stand alone. The majority of this 
House will stand with them. The ma-
jority of our Senate will stand with 
them. Most importantly, the American 
people will stand with them. 

f 

HONORING LOUISVILLE COMMU-
NITY AND VICTIMS OF PLANE 
CRASH 

(Mr. MCGARVEY of Kentucky was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. MCGARVEY. Mr. Speaker, on No-
vember 4, Louisville was rocked when a 
UPS cargo plane taking off from Louis-
ville’s Muhammad Ali International 
Airport bound for Honolulu, Hawaii, 
crashed shortly after takeoff. 

Mr. Speaker, 38,000 gallons of jet fuel 
erupted. A normal Tuesday sunset all 
of a sudden turned Louisville’s skies 
into an apocalypse. Jet-black smoke 
swirled overhead as fear enveloped our 
entire city. People were sheltered in 
place everywhere. Debris and ash were 
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