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to walk again after being paralyzed on
the job.

Rob has been recognized for his com-
munity work and professional achieve-
ments, being one of the only actively
working journalists to be inducted into
the Omaha Press Club Hall of Fame.

Rob’s most significant award was
being named a wingman in 2023 by the
56th Wing at Offutt Air Force Base, in
recognition for his passion for sharing
Offutt’s story.

Rob’s professionalism and commit-
ment to fair and balanced journalism
will be missed. He is the Walter
Cronkite of Omaha.

We wish him a happy retirement.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JACK FECIO

(Mr. KENNEDY of New York was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy
heart to honor the life and legacy of
my dear friend, Jack Fecio, who passed
away on November 2 at the age of 79.

He was a man whose faith, gen-
erosity, and deep love for our commu-
nity and his Irish heritage left an in-
delible mark on Buffalo and beyond.

Jack was more than a friend. He was
family to so many of us in Buffalo’s
Irish community. He embodied the best
of what it means to be Irish, not just in
ancestry but in spirit. He was warm,
humble, and fiercely devoted to our
community. Jack carried himself with
the quiet strength and wry humor that
is as much a part of Ireland’s heart as
its green hills and rocky coasts.

Buffalo’s Irish community has al-
ways been built on the simple but pow-
erful values of faith, family, and serv-
ice. No one lived those values more
fully than Jack. Whether he was greet-
ing friends at the Buffalo Irish Center
or lending a hand to those in need,
Jack showed up with open arms and a
full heart.

For decades, Jack dedicated himself
to the Irish Center in the heart of
south Buffalo. He believed deeply in
the center’s importance to the Irish
and Irish Americans who call western
New York home. He knew that our her-
itage is something we share and some-
thing that binds generations together
in our community. Through his leader-
ship, that spirit of togetherness grew
stronger year after year.

Jack and his beloved wife, Maureen,
extended that generosity far beyond
Buffalo. As codirectors of the Belfast
Summer Relief Program for over two
decades, they opened their hearts and
their home to children from the north
of Ireland. Through their work, they
welcomed over 1,800 kids to our com-
munity in western New York, giving
them a chance to experience peace,
friendship, and hope at a time marked
by terrible conflict.

Jack and Maureen helped bridge di-
vides with love and hospitality. That is
who they were. That is what their faith
taught them.
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Jack’s love for his family was deep
and unwavering. His cherished chil-
dren, John and Jennifer, and his pre-
cious granddaughters, Madeline and
Maeve, should know that their father
and grandfather’s legacy lives on in
them and the countless lives he im-
pacted across the globe.

I thank his wife, Maureen, for so gra-
ciously sharing Jack’s light with all of
us.
Jack Fecio’s life was one filled with
service to others, including one of his
greatest joys: serving as a volunteer
firefighter. Countless Buffalonians,
Irish Americans, and Irish citizens are
better off today for having known
Jack.

Today, we honor Jack for the herit-
age he preserved, the families he em-
braced, and the bridges he built. I ask
my colleagues to join me in paying
tribute to Jack Fecio and in holding
the Fecio family in our prayers and in
our hearts as they grieve a man who
gave so much to us all. May we all
strive to carry forward his generosity,
his humility, and his unwavering com-
mitment to others.

“May his soul be at the right hand of
God’’; ““Ar dheis De go raibh a anam.”

On behalf of a grateful community
and nation, may Jack Fecio rest in
peace.

———

RECOGNIZING THE KATERGARIS
FAMILY

(Mr. NORMAN of South Carolina was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of an outstanding
South Carolina family and small busi-
ness whose story reflects the true
American values of hard work, service,
and community. George and Joanna
Katergaris along with their children,
Mina and Mike, are the longtime own-
ers of the Wagon Wheel Restaurant in
Fort Lawn, South Carolina.

For nearly five decades, the Wagon
Wheel has been a cornerstone of the
community and a gathering place for
generations of families all across Ches-
ter County.

George and Joanna came to the
United States from Greece in the 1970s
in search of an opportunity and a bet-
ter life for their family. They arrived
in America with no connections, no
government handouts, no safety net to
rely on, and worked their way forward
step by step. With them, they brought
a deep respect for the values of faith,
family, and hard work.

When the Katergaris family took
ownership of the Wagon Wheel in 1978,
the road ahead was challenging. Their
restaurant was located in a location
with dirt roads and one paved road.
With dedication and a clear commit-
ment to quality, they built the res-
taurant into a beloved local institu-
tion.

Known for its traditional southern
cooking and welcoming atmosphere,
the Wagon Wheel quickly became a
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place where neighbors, friends, and
families gathered year after year. Over
time, southern dishes like fried squash,
fresh seasonal vegetables, and home-
made dinner rolls became favorites on
the menu, but it is the welcoming at-
mosphere and care in every detail that
kept people coming back.

The Katergaris family has created an
environment defined by quality, by
consistency, and by genuine hospi-
tality.

The connection between the res-
taurant and its community has always
been strong. Over the years, customers
have shown their appreciation in
countless ways, just as the owners have
consistently given back through serv-
ice and care. This mutual respect re-
flects the close relationships that they
have grown over generations and made
the restaurant a cornerstone in this
area.
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Today, the Wagon Wheel continues to
thrive under their daughter, Mina, and
her husband, Bill Nixon, who carry on
the same traditions and standards that
have guided the restaurant for nearly
50 years. Their son, Mike, also remains
actively involved, especially during the
busiest times of the year. Together,
with their dedicated staff, they have
upheld a strong reputation that con-
tinues to define the Wagon Wheel Res-
taurant.

The story of the Wagon Wheel Res-
taurant is a testament of their hard
work, their integrity, and their devo-
tion to the community. It reminds us
that real, lasting success is about the
people that you treat well along the
way.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the family
of South Carolina, I thank George and
Joanna and their family for their many
years of service in Fort Lawn and Ches-
ter County. I pray their work continues
to inspire people to lead by their
strong values. They epitomize the
American spirit of faith, family, and
freedom.

————

AGGRESSIVE IMMIGRATION EN-
FORCEMENT TACTICS IN OREGON

(Ms. BoNAMICI of Oregon was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my profound opposi-
tion to the aggressive, cruel, and dan-
gerous immigration enforcement ac-
tions that are taking place in Oregon
and across the country.

During the past few months, we have
seen a dramatic increase in agents
from ICE, the Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement in Oregon, fueled by
hatred and Donald Trump’s inhumane,
out-of-touch mass deportation agenda.

I am infuriated by story after story
of extreme overreach, excessive force,
and brutal tactics being used by
masked ICE agents to arrest and detain
Oregonians.

In Portland, ICE wrongfully sepa-
rated a young, loving mom from her
four little children for 4 months.
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In Hillsboro, multiple unmarked
SUVs circled a man in a parking lot.
He was simply going to pick up gro-
ceries. In Beaverton, ICE was parked
on the street, randomly scanning li-
cense plates of cars, and then checking
names. They wrongfully arrested a
man who would have been sent to de-
tention had his lawyer not intervened
at the very last minute.

At the ICE facility in Portland, ICE
staff are lying to lawyers, pepper
spraying people who are peacefully pro-
testing, and recklessly exposing resi-
dents who live nearby, including sen-
iors, veterans, and children to toxic
fumes.

ICE detained one of my constituents,
Victor Cruz, because he has the same
name as someone with a criminal
record. My constituent showed the ICE
agents his identification. It didn’t mat-
ter. He doesn’t have a criminal record,
nor was there a warrant for his arrest.
It didn’t matter. He has a valid work
permit, a job, and a pending visa case.
It didn’t matter. He has a heart condi-
tion and a pacemaker. It didn’t matter.

Victor is a well-respected member of
the community with, as you can see,
adorable grandchildren. He was ar-
rested, detained, and sent to the North-
west Detention Center in Tacoma,
Washington. Then immigration offi-
cials tried to deport him.

I visited Victor in Tacoma, where he
was kept in bleak conditions and spoke
about his experience and his hopes to
be reunited with his family.

After almost 4 weeks of being wrong-
fully detained, Victor Cruz was finally
released after an outpouring of support
from the community, his friends, and
neighbors, and with the assistance of
his lawyer.

I am overjoyed, but he should never
have been arrested and detained in the
first place. For far too many others,
they aren’t as fortunate.

ICE is now moving people from the
detention facility to other immigra-
tion facilities across the U.S. to block
legal action. As this headline says,
ICE’s strategy is to ‘‘Detain people
first and ask questions later.”

Simply put, ICE is not following the
law. They are part of an out-of-control
Federal agency, indiscriminately kid-
napping people off the streets, and sow-
ing terror in our communities. This is
not how a civilized Nation treats its
people.

There are countless stories of ICE
drawing their weapons and pointing
them at bystanders, driving into on-
coming traffic to deter bystanders from
filming them. To make matters worse,
now the Trump administration is de-
meaning and scapegoating immigrants.

The United States of America is a
country of immigrants and our Nation
is stronger because of its diversity, but
the Trump administration’s actions are
actually making America more dan-
gerous.

This isn’t about safety. Nobody
wants violent criminals in their neigh-
borhoods and districts, but that is not
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the issue here. In fact, ICE is spending
so much time targeting people based on
their race or ethnicity that they aren’t
focused on the real criminals.

Recently, I spoke with a high school
student who is terrified that his family
and friends will be kidnapped. I spoke
with education leaders who were in
tears about the trauma they are seeing
in their school districts and with stu-
dents who are afraid for themselves
and their families. This trauma will
last for years and will affect the ability
of these kids to learn and thrive in
schools.

I met with Latino businessowners
who have seen significant reductions in
people visiting their shops and res-
taurants. The common thread in their
interactions was the word ‘‘terror.”

Earlier this week, high school stu-
dents were here advocating for humane
immigration policies. They spoke
about how the Trump administration is
dehumanizing immigrants and making
it more difficult for people to call
America home. High schoolers know
this is wrong. You and I know this is
wrong.

I urge my colleagues to show some
empathy and understanding. Let’s
show some respect for civil and human
rights. Work with us on humane immi-
gration reform.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot allow these
abuses of power and lawless actions to
continue. We must all speak out. Let’s
work together to put an end to this
ugly chapter in our country’s history.

——

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF ADMIRAL WAYNE JUSTICE

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS of Florida was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life and legacy
of Admiral Wayne Justice, a dear
friend and proud American.

Admiral Justice lived a life dedicated
to public service not only to our Na-
tion but to our community. Admiral
Justice, a graduate of the United
States Coast Guard Academy and Navy
War College, devoted 37 years of his life
to the United States Coast Guard,
roughly half in which he was in com-
mand conducting counterdrug, illegal
immigrant, and search and rescue pa-
trols.

Among his many service highlights,
he spent 3 years as a military aide to
Presidents Bush and Clinton, tasked
with potential execution of our nuclear
codes.

After retiring from the Coast Guard,
Admiral Justice continued his commit-
ment to excellence right here at home.
As Port Canaveral Commissioner, he
championed economic development,
maritime safety, and the continued
growth of Florida’s greatest economic
engines. His leadership helped shape
the future of our region and his impact
will be felt for generations to come.

Wayne Justice was far more than a
leader. He was a loving husband, fa-
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ther, and a friend, a friend we would
like to have. Florida is better because
Admiral Justice lived here. Our Coast
Guard is stronger because he served.
Our community is more united because
of the values he embodied.

Mr. Speaker, may we carry forward
his legacy of service, integrity, and
boundless dedication to our Nation.
May his family find comfort in know-
ing that their father, as a husband and
as a leader, his kindness will never be
forgotten.

———

AMANI PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I recog-
nize and celebrate the 15th year anni-
versary of the Amani Public Charter
School in Mount Vernon, New York.

I grew up in Mount Vernon in an
apartment one block away from what
was once the Edison Technical and Vo-
cational High School, but it was reborn
in 2011 as Amani Public Charter School
to advance the educational opportuni-
ties for all children, especially children
of color on the south side of Mount
Vernon and elsewhere.

This school serves all students grades
K-8 with free breakfast and Ilunch.
They place a strong emphasis on core
subjects, notably English and math,
foreign languages, enrichment classes,
ELL, special ed services, music, arts,
after-school, and athletics.

Amani honored four outstanding in-
dividuals at their recent gala: John
Howard, Stephanie McCaine, Charles
Stern, and Johnayia White. The execu-
tive director, Debra Stern, who was
founder of the Friends of the Mount
Vernon Public Library and president of
the Mount Vernon PTA Council, leads
the school as executive director with
exceptional experience and vigor.

Jennifer Ciavirella is school prin-
cipal, leading a talented team of pro-
fessionals. We salute Amani Charter
Public School on its 156th anniversary.
May there be many more years to
come.

SALUTING THE LIFE OF MAYO PETER BARTLETT

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to salute the life of Mayo Peter
Bartlett, who passed away in Sep-
tember at the age of 86.

Mr. Bartlett was born in 1939 in Rye,
attended North Carolina Central Uni-
versity, graduated with a degree in ac-
counting, and membership during col-
lege of the Alpha Kappa Chapter of the
Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. Mr. Bart-
lett turned his degree into a career as
a Treasury agent and as an auditor for
the IRS.

Mayo Peter Bartlett was an out-
standing basketball player who played
in Europe and loved coaching young
people in basketball. He was a jazz en-
thusiast with an extensive collection of
LPs. He has been a good friend to
many. For over 50 years, he and his
wife, Ernestine ‘‘Tina’ Conner, were
parents of three children and five
grandchildren.
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