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Prince. The American people and the
Khashoggi family deserve to know
what was said on that call.

If history is any guide, the receipts
will be shocking. I call on the Presi-
dent to release that transcript.

Honestly, does anyone believe that
the Zelenskyy call was the only prob-
lematic conversation Donald Trump
had with a foreign leader?

——
NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH DAY

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, in
small towns and communities across
America, rural hospitals are critical
lifelines. They provide emergency care,
support seniors and veterans, deliver
behavioral health services, assist
mothers who are giving birth, supply
pharmacy services, and serve as major
local employers.

Yet, many rural hospitals are under
serious strain. Nearly half are oper-
ating at negative margins. Since 2010,
more than 150 rural hospitals have cut
inpatient services or closed their doors
permanently, including some in north-
ern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula.

These closures aren’t happening be-
cause communities don’t need care but
because the financial reality of pro-
viding it in rural America keeps get-
ting tougher.

When a rural hospital closes, families
face hours-long drives in emergency
situations, expectant mothers lose ac-
cess to obstetric care, and seniors suf-
fering from a heart attack or a stroke
may arrive too late.

As we mark National Rural Health
Day this week, we must renew and
strengthen our commitment to rural
hospitals by ensuring fair reimburse-
ment, strengthening telehealth and in-
frastructure, and preserving access to
critical resources like the 340B drug
program, a Kkey revenue stream for
rural hospitals.

Rural hospitals must not only sur-
vive but thrive. We need to keep that
because it is not about ZIP Codes.

——
CALLING FOR QUICK ACTION

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to bring attention to the Sen-
ate’s despicable decision last week to
sneak in a self-serving provision into
the bill that was used to reopen the
government.

While 42 million Americans on SNAP
were denied their benefits, Senate lead-
ership added a payout provision to
eight Senate Republicans whose phone
records were subpoenaed in the Janu-
ary 6 Capitol riot investigation by the
Department of Justice.

While American air traffic control-
lers worked without pay, Senators gave
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themselves the ability to sue for at
least $500,000 if their electronic records
were seized.

American taxpayers should not be
footing the bill for this Republican
windfall provision. I am proud of my
House colleagues for acting quickly to
address this dishonest and embar-
rassing display.

I will be voting to repeal this provi-
sion when it comes in before the House
this week because these eight Senators
should not be putting themselves ahead
of the American people.

I call on the Senate to take up this
legislation as soon as it is received
from the House and to right this wrong
immediately.

——
0 2130
RECOGNIZING MAYOR KEVIN
COTTON

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to vrecognize and commend

Mayor Kevin Cotton of Madisonville,
Kentucky, who was recently honored
as the 2025 Elected City Official of the
Year by the Kentucky League of Cities.

Mayor Cotton’s exemplary leader-
ship, dedication, and service to his
community have left an indelible mark
on the city of Madisonville and the
Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Selected from nominations all across
the State, Mayor Cotton stood out for
his innovative, hands-on approach and
tireless commitment to making a posi-
tive difference. He received a record 12
nominations, many from city staff,
who praised his unwavering dedication
and lifelong commitment to the city.

His peers and colleagues see him as a
humble leader whose focus on
Madisonville’s growth and success goes
far beyond the expectations of his role.

In addition to this remarkable honor,
Mayor Cotton was recognized for his 4
years of dedicated service as a member
of the Kentucky League of Cities Exec-
utive Board and was presented with a
copy of the Athenian Oath in recogni-
tion of his commitment.

On behalf of Kentucky’s First Con-
gressional District, I join with Mayor
Cotton’s family, friends, and citizens of
Madisonville in celebrating his out-
standing leadership and dedication.

———

NATIONAL RURAL HEALTHCARE
WEEK

(Mr. BISHOP asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, rural
Georgians and rural Americans are
older, sicker, and less likely to have
health insurance than those in our cit-
ies. In fact, compared to urban areas,
rural Georgians are nearly five times
more likely to die early from cancer.
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However, access to care is collapsing.
Over 20 percent of rural counties in
Georgia have no doctor or only one
doctor, and 200 counties across Amer-
ica have no doctor at all.

When rural hospitals close, the com-
munity loses not only healthcare but
jobs, restaurants, banks, and hope.
When Southwest Georgia Regional Hos-
pital closed, the nearest ER became 40
miles away, a life or death distance.

Rural healthcare is not just about
hospitals and doctors. Clean drinking
water, wastewater upgrades, and
broadband are necessary for health and
survival. Rural areas simply don’t have
the tax base to modernize these sys-
tems alone, so Congress must invest
funding in rural development, energy,
and healthcare to ensure they can
thrive.

Mr. Speaker, rural health is not par-
tisan. We must work together to make
access to care a reality for rural Amer-
icans everywhere.

————

BRING THE SENSELESS
REDISTRICTING WAR TO AN END

(Mr. KILEY of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, this is the moment to bring the
senseless redistricting war to an end.

Today, a Federal District Court
tossed out the gerrymandered map in
Texas with an appeal headed straight
to the Supreme Court. California’s ger-
rymandered map is facing a similar
legal challenge. We don’t know how
these cases will turn out, so there is
uncertainty at this moment whether
the whole redistricting war is going to
end as a wash or with a modest advan-
tage for one party or the other.

Now, it really shouldn’t matter. I am
against gerrymandering wherever it oc-
curs no matter which party stands to
benefit, but this present uncertainty
has created a window of opportunity
for a bipartisan agreement to bring
this madness to an end.

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced H.R.
4889 to ban mid-decade redistricting in
every State in the country. I am call-
ing on House leadership to do the right
thing and bring this bill to the floor for
a vote. Not only is it supported widely
by Members in this body but a poll
showed that the American people sup-
port this proposal by a 3 to 1 margin.
Let’s pass this legislation and restore a
dose of sanity to politics in this coun-
try.

———
RISING HEALTHCARE COSTS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, in rec-
ognition of National Health Month, let
me put some quotes out there from in-
dividuals that I represent.

Just in Ohio, we know health insur-
ance will become unaffordable for tens
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of thousands of people across our
northwest Ohio district, over half a
million Ohioans, and 15 million Ameri-
cans.

Please let me share some examples.
A constituent from Clyde, Ohio, said it
clearly: High insurance prices will
allow people to die by making
healthcare unaffordable. It was terrible
before the ACA. We need affordable
health insurance.

Another citizen from Edon in Wil-
liams County shared how their medica-
tions had become so costly that they
now have to seek out patient assist-
ance programs. Their prescription in-
surance has increased by $119 a month,
which is unmanageable on a fixed in-
come.

A Toledo resident told me that every-
thing is going up. Groceries cost more
as well as childcare and rent. Unless
Congress acts, health insurance pre-
miums for us will double. Our family
cannot make it. We don’t have an extra
$100 per month.

Mr. Speaker, I hope you are listening
to these pleas because unless we ad-
dress the cost of health insurance in
this country, too many people are
going to die.

MILLIONS OF AMERICANS RELY
ON RURAL HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS

(Mr. MOYLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of National Rural
Health Day to honor the millions of
Americans who rely on rural
healthcare systems and to shine a light
on the unique challenges faced by our
rural and territory communities.

In places like Guam, distance is not
measured in miles but in oceans. When
a family needs specialty care, when a
child requires emergency service, and
when one of our manamko seeks fol-
low-up treatment, the nearest option
may be thousands of miles away.

Hospitals and healthcare facilities
across our Nation, including Guam Me-
morial Hospital, bear tremendous re-
sponsibility with limited resources. It
is the doctors, the nurses, and allied
health professionals at Guam who meet
the responsibility every day. They pro-
vide lifesaving care despite higher
costs, workforce shortages, and out-
dated reimbursement formulas.

Financial sustainability for these in-
stitutions is not just about healthcare.
It is about equality, economic sta-
bility, and national security. That is
why I am working on policies to
strengthen reimbursement, modernize
Federal support programs, and expand
workforce pipelines so every commu-
nity, no matter how remote, can count
on its providers and hospitals for qual-
ity care.
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PRESERVING RURAL HEALTHCARE
ACCESS IS LITERALLY LIFE AND
DEATH

(Ms. RANDALL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, as the
Representative of a district full of for-
ests, mountains, and rugged coastlines
that are beautiful but often mean a
long drive to the hospital, I know that
preserving rural healthcare access is
literally life and death in our commu-
nities.

Tribal health clinics, federally quali-
fied health centers, rural hospitals, and
independent providers are facing chal-
lenge upon challenge upon challenge.
At Grays Harbor Community Hospital,
I saw firsthand how tariffs are driving
up costs for medical devices and sup-
plies, adding financial strain to already
stretched rural facilities.

The hospital recently invested in a
new MRI machine, a critical upgrade
that offers faster scans and higher res-
olution images, but because of tariffs,
they had to pay significantly more
money to purchase this machine. That
is money they now can’t use for other
things.

Advanced medical equipment like
this is increasingly expensive under the
Trump administration. Add to that the
Medicaid cuts in the big, ugly bill and
the end of the ACA tax credits, the
strain and uncertainty is challenging.

On National Rural Health Day, we
should be working together to expand
care, not making it more difficult for
rural communities.

SERVING 35 YEARS AGO AS A
PAGE ON THE HOUSE FLOOR

(Mr. FINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FINE. Mr. Speaker, every time I
come on to this floor, I marvel at the
fact that I get the opportunity to serve
here, but today it means a lot more be-
cause 35 years ago as a page in this in-
stitution, my mom used to come and
watch me every day.

She would come and sit in the gallery
over there never knowing that 35 years
later, her son would ultimately serve
in Congress. Frankly, had you asked
me 1 year ago today, I would have told
you that I would not expect to be serv-
ing here.

However, it was 1 year ago today that
my mom died. It was 5 days after that
that President Trump asked me to run.
Today, as I mourn my mother on the 1-
yvear anniversary of her death, I think
of all of the things that I can do to
make sure that I make her proud in
how I served her every day because as
I often say to my constituents, I won’t
let you down because I am not going to
let her down.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF POLICE OFFICER WALLIE
HOWARD, JR.

(Mr. MANNION asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MANNION. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the life and service
of Syracuse Police Officer Wallie How-
ard, Jr.

Officer Howard was a son of Syra-
cuse, a Henninger graduate, a Syracuse
University student, and a respected
member of the Syracuse Police Depart-
ment.

He dedicated his life to protecting
our community, serving with distinc-
tion on the Central New York DEA
Task Force.

On October 30, 1990, during an under-
cover narcotics investigation, Officer
Howard was ambushed and killed in the
line of duty. His death marked the first
line-of-duty death for a Syracuse offi-
cer since 1929.

For decades, his legacy has guided
law enforcement training across the
country, and awards in his name con-
tinue to honor excellence, bravery, and
service.

It is time to bestow another lasting
honor on this Syracuse hero. That is
why I have introduced bipartisan legis-
lation to rename the post office at 2200
South Salina Street in Syracuse as the
Officer Wallie Howard, Jr. Post Office
Building.

This designation ensures that in the
everyday life of the city he protected,
Syracuse, New York, Officer Howard’s
name, sacrifice, and example will never
be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the over-
whelming majority of the New York
delegation that are cosponsoring this
bill, and I urge all my colleagues to
support it and to help a great Amer-
ican city honor a great American hero
who gave everything for his commu-
nity.

———
O 2140
REMEMBERING IRYNA ZARUTSKA

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to remember and make sure we
don’t forget the name and the likeness
of Iryna Zarutska, a Ukrainian refugee
who successfully made it safely to this
country, to North Carolina, where she
innocently one evening was riding a
transit train and had her life brutally
taken away from her by a 13- or 14-time
arrested criminal for no reason other
than a thrill kill.

We need not forget, as it doesn’t
seem to be playing very far into the
news, this tragic loss. Remember the
name, the face of Iryna Zarutska, and
hope that she gets justice from the
prosecution of this animal currently in
court.
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