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Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself the balance of my time. 
Mr. Speaker, in closing, I strongly 

oppose this resolution. 
Using the CRA to overturn this RMP 

and the others that we are debating 
this week will throw our public lands 
into chaos. It completely sidelines the 
input and perspectives of local commu-
nities that have spent years working 
with BLM on this plan. It is another 
reckless attempt to prop up the fossil 
fuel industry and line the pockets of 
polluters, all at the expense of afford-
able energy and good-paying jobs. 

The Buffalo Field Office RMP allows 
existing coal leases to continue with 
reasonable safeguards to reduce emis-
sions and protect land and water. Con-
gress should not be overturning this 
plan with the sledgehammer of the 
CRA. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘no’’ on the resolution. I urge my Re-
publican colleagues to think twice 
about the consequences of this action 
and setting this chaotic precedent. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Since my colleague mentioned the 
SPEED Act, which we will be marking 
up in committee on Thursday, even 
though it is not on the floor today, I 
will put in a shameless plug for our bi-
partisan legislation that is not only 
tech neutral, but it is agnostic to the 
project, the project type. 

It would definitely help us produce 
more energy in America, and it will 
also help us to build things in America 
again, something we desperately need 
to do. We will debate that Thursday, 
and, hopefully, some day we will be out 
here debating it on the floor. 

This particular RMPA that is on the 
floor today is because the Biden admin-
istration, on their way out, pushed 
something through by rule that they 
could never get passed into law. The 
CRA, I remind you, is so that Congress 
can exert its legislative authority over 
an administrative agency or over an 
administration. 

I would remind future administra-
tions not to make dumb rules when 
they are going out the door or some-
body in Congress will be standing here 
maybe on the other side of the aisle 
doing a CRA to turn back the rule-
making ability that is not lawmaking, 
as we are instructed to do in the Con-
stitution as the legislative branch. 
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Mr. Speaker, in response to the ac-
tual RMPA that we are talking about, 
the CRA on it today, now is the time to 
unleash American energy. The Buffalo 
Field Office resource management plan 
would not only devastate Wyoming’s 
energy workforce but it would raise 
prices nationwide. 

We are in a competition. We are in a 
competition with China that certainly 
hasn’t backed off on building coal-fired 

plants. As a matter of fact, they are 
building at a rate of about one every 2 
or 3 days coming online because they 
know they need reliable energy. They 
need affordable energy. They need that 
to establish their manufacturing domi-
nance and to beat us in the race for AI. 

Mr. Speaker, we can’t allow that to 
happen. Even though China produces 
twice as much electricity as we do 
today, we shouldn’t discriminate 
against any energy source. We should 
try to produce as much energy as we 
can so that we can win in that com-
petition. 

By passing this CRA, we are restor-
ing the BLM’s multiple use and sus-
tained yield mandate and preventing 
future administrations from locking up 
America’s natural resources. The era of 
curtailing multiple uses of our Federal 
lands hopefully is over. It is time to 
usher in a golden age of unleashing our 
energy and mineral resources. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BEAN of Florida). All time for debate 
has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 879, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
joint resolution. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the joint resolu-
tion. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time, and 
was read the third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on passage of the joint reso-
lution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE 
SUBMITTED BY THE BUREAU OF 
LAND MANAGEMENT RELATING 
TO ‘‘COASTAL PLAIN OIL AND 
GAS LEASING PROGRAM RECORD 
OF DECISION’’ 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, pur-

suant to House Resolution 879, I call up 
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 131) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Bureau of Land Management relat-
ing to ‘‘Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leas-
ing Program Record of Decision’’, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 879, the joint 
resolution is considered read. 

The text of the joint resolution is as 
follows: 

H.J. RES. 131 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Bureau of 
Land Management relating to ‘‘Coastal Plain 
Oil and Gas Leasing Program Record of Deci-
sion’’ (issued December 9, 2024, as a record of 
decision, and a letter of opinion from the 
Government Accountability Office dated Au-
gust 25, 2025, printed in the Congressional 
Record on September 2, 2025, on pages S5557– 
S5560, concluding that such record of deci-
sion is a rule under the Congressional Re-
view Act), and such rule shall have no force 
or effect. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
The joint resolution shall be debated 

for 1 hour, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources or their respective des-
ignees. 

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) and the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) will each 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.J. Res. 
131. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.J. Res. 131 which would repeal a 
Biden administration-era Record of De-
cision, ROD, restricting oil and gas 
production on 1.16 million acres within 
the 10–02 area of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge, also known as ANWR. 

The 10–02 area of ANWR was specifi-
cally set aside by Congress for its oil 
and gas potential and is estimated to 
hold anywhere between 4.25 and 11.8 
billion barrels of recoverable oil. 

Prior to the passage of the Working 
Families Tax Cut law, which requires 
four lease sales to be held over a 10- 
year period, Congress had previously 
mandated energy leasing in the area, 
an action that has the support of local 
North Slope communities and Native 
Villages. 

Last Congress, we held a bipartisan 
legislative hearing on H.R. 6285, ‘‘Alas-
ka’s Right to Produce Act,’’ where we 
heard from Tribal representatives, in-
cluding Inupiat leadership from the Na-
tive Village of Kaktovik, the only in-
digenous Tribal community within 
ANWR. 

In that hearing, Doreen Leavitt, Di-
rector of Natural Resources for the 
Inupiat community of the Arctic Slope 
said: 

The North Slope Inupiat live in one of the 
most remote areas of the country, with none 
of their communities connected by a perma-
nent road system to each other or to munici-
palities in the State, making private and 
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public investment very costly. It is up to 
their people to seek out opportunities and 
partners to strengthen their regional econ-
omy. 

Instead of working with Arctic Slope 
communities to create economic oppor-
tunities, the Biden-era ROD further 
limited the economic prospects avail-
able to those in the region, reducing in-
vestment and cutting off essential new 
infrastructure that would support re-
source development. 

During President Trump’s first ad-
ministration, consistent with Federal 
law and local voices, the Department of 
the Interior finalized plans to make all 
1.56 million acres of the Coastal Plain 
available to oil and gas leasing. 

Lamentably, in 2024, the Biden ad-
ministration disregarded local Tribal 
voices and reversed course, imple-
menting a new Record of Decision that 
chose the most restrictive alternative, 
making available the minimal amount 
of acreage for energy leasing. 

The Biden administration also in-
cluded energy-prohibitive stipulations 
in the ROD designed to undermine en-
ergy lease sales in the 10–02 area. These 
provisions were horrifically successful, 
as the last lease sale held received no 
bids. 

The Biden administration’s anti-en-
ergy decisions limit economic opportu-
nities for local Alaskans and Alaska 
Natives living within ANWR. 

Congress must move to repeal the 
Biden administration-era ROD that 
runs counter to congressional intent 
and unfairly reduces economic opportu-
nities in the region. 

I thank Representative BEGICH for 
his work on H.J. Res. 131 so we can re-
store common sense to the manage-
ment of ANWR’s vast resources and, 
again, unleash American energy. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly oppose H.J. 
Res. 131. The Congressional Review Act 
resolution here would overturn BLM’s 
Coastal Plain Oil and Gas Leasing Pro-
gram Record of Decision. 

My Republican colleagues are, once 
again, pursuing policies that expand 
our Nation’s carbon pollution and ex-
pose our communities to future disas-
ters. Not only would this legislation 
grant access to one of the most eco-
logically sensitive and, yes, incredibly 
difficult regions to drill but it would 
reverse significant strides that Demo-
crats have made to protect lands that 
Tribal Nations have occupied since 
time immemorial. 

This misguided bill would lock in oil 
and gas development in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, an area known 
to the Gwich’in people as the sacred 
place where life begins. The Coastal 
Plain is the heart of the Porcupine 
caribou’s calving grounds. It hosts 
nearly 200 migratory bird species annu-
ally, connecting the rest of the United 
States and also the world to this cradle 
of our natural heritage. 

Equally vital, the 9,000-strong 
Gwich’in Nation, whose subsistence 
and culture depend on the caribou 
herd, reside along the herd’s migratory 
route, making any disruption not only 
a threat to biodiversity but also an as-
sault on indigenous livelihoods and tra-
ditions. 

Let me read a quote from the Execu-
tive Director of the Gwich’in Steering 
Committee, Kristen Moreland. She 
says: ‘‘It is unthinkable that our con-
gressional decisionmakers continue to 
push to exploit the Coastal Plain of the 
Arctic Refuge for oil and gas drilling.’’ 

She continues: ‘‘We rely on the car-
ibou, not only spiritually and cul-
turally, but for our survival and sub-
sistence. This action from D.C. is an in-
sult to the Gwich’in people and ignores 
those realities.’’ 

Sovereign Inupiat for a Living Arctic 
also oppose this proposal. They said: 

Many Alaska Native communities are al-
ready facing negative health impacts from 
oil and gas development on their lands and 
are struggling to provide for their families 
due to impacts on the local fish and wildlife 
populations. 

Mr. Speaker, these words remind us 
that the climate crisis is here, it is 
real, and it is exacerbated by this ad-
ministration’s relentless push toward 
fossil fuels. 

In the Arctic, temperatures are ris-
ing four times faster than the global 
average. 
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It is the indigenous communities in 
northern Alaska and in the refuge that 
are disproportionately feeling the dev-
astating impacts of the climate crisis. 
Melting permafrost and changing spe-
cies migration patterns are threat-
ening food security, cultural tradi-
tions, and their ways of life. 

Mr. Speaker, you will hear my Re-
publican colleagues argue that in-
creased oil and gas development in the 
Arctic will be good for America’s bot-
tom line, but that is patently false. Let 
me take you back to 2017 when Repub-
licans cut a backroom deal to help pay 
for Trump’s billionaire tax cuts the 
first time around by drilling in the 
Arctic Refuge. 

Two Arctic Refuge lease sales were 
included, in part, to offset the cost of 
those tax giveaways for the wealthy. 
Republicans in Congress and the 
Trump administration promised that 
these lease sales would bring in $1.8 bil-
lion in revenue for the Federal Govern-
ment and the State of Alaska. 

Well, when the first lease sale finally 
took place in 2021, guess what hap-
pened, Mr. Speaker? 

It generated less than $15 million, 
that is around 2 percent, of what the 
CBO had estimated. In 2022, two of 
those lessees actually asked BLM to 
cancel and refund their leases. 

Separately, in 2021, two development 
companies actually paid $10 million to 
walk away from their legacy leases in 
the Arctic Refuge. That is about the 
only revenue we have been able to gen-

erate in this spectacularly difficult 
place to drill. 

Taxpayers for Common Sense, a non-
partisan group focused on deficit reduc-
tion, recently said that drilling in the 
refuge has never be a credible revenue 
offset, and it isn’t now. They even 
found that new leasing in the area 
would only raise, at most, $30 million. 
That is a drop in the bucket, Mr. 
Speaker, when you consider my Repub-
lican colleagues’ big, ugly bill will cost 
American taxpayers $3.4 trillion. 

This resolution is the latest attack 
from my Republican colleagues to un-
dercut our public lands, to prop up fos-
sil fuel polluters, and the expensive en-
ergy sources that they peddle and leave 
people out of the decisionmaking proc-
ess, all while driving up energy prices 
for the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in the longstanding, bipartisan 
support for protecting the Arctic Ref-
uge by opposing H.J. Res. 131, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), who is the lead 
sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. Speaker, as the sole 
Representative of Alaska in the United 
States House, I rise today in strong 
support of H.J. Res. 131, a resolution to 
overturn the Biden administration’s 
2024 Record of Decision, an action that 
severely restricted energy development 
on the coastal plain of Alaska’s North 
Slope. 

For Alaskans, this issue is 
foundational—economically, strategi-
cally, and culturally. 

The 10–02 area of ANWR, the coastal 
plain, is the most studied piece of land 
in Alaska and one of the most re-
source-rich energy basins in North 
America. Congress set this area aside 
specifically because of its oil and gas 
potential, and Congress has twice man-
dated that it be leased for energy de-
velopment. 

Yet in December 2024, in the final 
days of the outgoing administration, 
the Department of the Interior issued a 
new Record of Decision that made only 
400,000 acres available, a mere 25 per-
cent of the legally designated coastal 
plain, effectively shutting down 1.16 
million acres that Congress expressly 
told the Department to lease. 

That Record of Decision ignored Con-
gress. It ignored the statutory mandate 
in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, and it ig-
nored the voices of the people who ac-
tually live on Alaska’s North Slope. 

Thanks to a request from Alaska’s 
delegation, the Government Account-
ability Office issued a legal opinion on 
August 25 confirming that this 2024 
Record of Decision is a rule under the 
Congressional Review Act. That opin-
ion, printed in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD in September, triggered the 
CRA window that allows Congress to 
act today. 

Congress must act because Alaskans 
have spoken clearly, and they have 
spoken loudly. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:44 Nov 19, 2025 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K18NO7.085 H18NOPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4752 November 18, 2025 
The North Slope Inupiat leadership, 

including the Arctic Slope Regional 
Corporation, the North Slope Borough, 
and the Inupiat Community of the Arc-
tic Slope, have consistently supported 
responsible development in the 10–02 
area of our North Slope. For decades, 
they have supported balanced develop-
ment because they know how vital it is 
to sustain their communities, maintain 
their way of life, and fund essential 
public services. 

Oil and gas development on the 
North Slope provides 95 percent of local 
tax revenue, which pays for schools, 
clinics, utilities, public safety, and in-
frastructure in some of the most re-
mote and high-cost communities in 
America. Without development, those 
services disappear. 

Mr. Speaker, the law is clear. The 
science is clear, and the economic re-
ality is undeniable. The U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey estimates the coastal plain 
contains 10.4 billion barrels of recover-
able oil, a resource that can strengthen 
America’s energy security at a time 
when geopolitical instability is rising 
and global energy demand is surging. 

President Trump recognized this on 
day one, issuing executive order 14153, 
Unleashing Alaska’s Extraordinary Re-
source Potential, directing the Sec-
retary of the Interior to restore the 
lawful 2020 framework. 

The Bureau of Land Management is 
already implementing that directive, 
working to reinstate the 2020 Record of 
Decision and moving forward with the 
four statutorily required lease sales 
mandated by the American working 
families tax cut. 

However, unless we disapprove of the 
2024 ROD today, regulatory whiplash 
will continue, investment will remain 
frozen, and local communities will 
shoulder the burden of Federal indeci-
sion. 

H.J. Res. 131 ends that uncertainty. 
It restores the legally compliant 2020 
Record of Decision. It restores the full 
acreage Congress authorized for leas-
ing, and it restores, importantly, the 
voice of the North Slope residents in 
Alaska. 

Mr. Speaker, Alaska has the energy 
the world needs. America has the work-
force to develop that energy respon-
sibly, and Alaska’s communities, from 
Utqiagvik to Kaktovik, have been ask-
ing for consistency, partnership, and 
respect from their Federal Govern-
ment. 

Today we can answer that call, and I 
urge my colleague to vote ‘‘yes,’’ and 
support Alaska, support American en-
ergy security. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER). 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the CRA res-
olution introduced by my good friend 
and colleague Representative BEGICH. 
This resolution overturns the Biden ad-
ministration’s actions to prevent the 

great people of Alaska from accessing 
and responsibly developing their abun-
dant oil and gas resources on the North 
Slope. 

Yet again, these actions were just an-
other part of the Democrat and Presi-
dent Biden’s anywhere but America, 
any worker but American agenda. 

This was put out by the Biden admin-
istration, Mr. Speaker, on December 8, 
mere weeks before the transition to the 
Trump administration. 

Last Congress I was proud to intro-
duce the Alaska’s Right to Produce Act 
which reversed many of these same 
anti-American energy policies of the 
Biden administration and passed the 
House with bipartisan support. 

Alaska is blessed with a tremendous 
wealth of natural resources. In fact, 
when Alaska was admitted to the 
Union, there was a specific condition 
laid out that the new State would de-
velop these abundant natural resources 
for the benefit of all Alaskans and all 
Americans. 

The Biden administration took step 
after step to block the Alaskan people 
from developing these resources. The 
Biden administration levied more sanc-
tions on the State of Alaska than they 
did on Iran. Congress time and time 
again has passed laws to encourage and 
even require oil and gas leasing and de-
velopment in the 10–02 area of ANWR. 
The Biden administration’s Record of 
Decision runs completely counter to 
the laws that Congress has enacted, 
and they played games to discourage 
development like only offering unfa-
vorable acreage in their lease sale. 

These policies run counter to the 
wishes of the Alaska Natives across the 
North Slope of Alaska. I had the honor 
of leading a bipartisan delegation of 
my colleagues on the Natural Re-
sources Committee to the North Slope 
last year to visit with these Alaska Na-
tives and see the responsible oil and 
gas operations firsthand. 

These individuals depend on revenues 
from oil and gas development for their 
everyday lives. In fact, Alaska Natives 
who are enrolled shareholders of the 
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation col-
lect nearly $30,000 a year thanks to re-
sponsible oil and gas development on 
the North Slope. 
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The Biden administration failed to 
properly consult with the people of the 
North Slope when they decided to lock 
up ANWR and the NPR–A. Former Sec-
retary of the Interior Deb Haaland re-
fused request after request to meet and 
hear from them. This was told to us in 
a meeting in the Natural Resources 
Committee. 

The CRA resolution will correct this 
by giving Alaska and the Alaska Na-
tives of the North Slope the oppor-
tunity to responsibly develop the 10–02 
area of ANWR, which was set aside by 
Congress for this direct purpose. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague 
for introducing this important CRA 
resolution on behalf of all Alaskans, 

and I urge my colleagues to join me in 
voting for this resolution. I look for-
ward to this passing this House. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time. I am 
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

In closing, I strongly oppose this res-
olution. It would open up ecologically 
sensitive, culturally important, and in-
credibly remote regions of the Arctic 
to oil and gas drilling. 

Drilling proponents have grossly 
overstated how much oil industry in-
terest there is in drilling in the Coastal 
Plain of the Arctic refuge. The Arctic 
is an extremely remote and harsh envi-
ronment requiring specialized equip-
ment and infrastructure, making it one 
of the costliest places to drill in the en-
tire world. 

There have been multiple lease sales 
held in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge, which I want to emphasize is a 
wildlife refuge, and still no legitimate 
oil and gas company currently holds a 
lease there. 

Even during President Trump’s first 
term, no oil and gas company kept 
their leases. In fact, a recent report 
from Taxpayers for Common Sense out-
lined the lack of economic viability for 
any oil and gas development there, cit-
ing astronomically high costs in this 
remote region. 

Let me be clear. House Republicans’ 
actions today will do absolutely noth-
ing to lower your energy bills, but it 
will allow for the sell-off of some of our 
most special and sacred public lands. 
That is why I oppose H.J. Res. 131 and 
all the CRA resolutions on the floor 
today. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
voting no, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I thank my colleagues for supporting 
this critical legislation and engaging 
in this meaningful discussion. 

Before I close, I want to highlight an-
other statement from Director Leavitt, 
which she offered during a Natural Re-
sources Committee hearing last Con-
gress. Mr. STAUBER, in his testimony, 
talked about how the locals in the area 
just wished someone would listen to 
them. Director Leavitt said this: ‘‘Had 
the administration acted according to 
the Indian Reorganization Act or its 
own orders, its leadership and staff 
would have made allowance for the fact 
that the ICAS [the Inupiat Community 
of the Arctic Slope], alongside many 
other North Slope Tribes and entities 
like the Native Village of Kaktovik, 
Voice of the Arctic Inupiat, Arctic 
Slope Regional Corporation, and more, 
have a long history of supporting re-
sponsible resource development 
projects in ANWR. The Voice of the 
Arctic Inupiat, of which ICAS is a 
member, has a standing resolution sup-
porting the responsible exploration and 
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development of the 10–02 area of 
ANWR.’’ 

H.J. Res. 131 responds to the wishes 
of the local people who call ANWR 
home and unleashes the region’s boun-
tiful natural resources for the benefit 
of U.S. energy security and the eco-
nomic well-being of local communities. 

I again urge my colleagues to support 
this legislation, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 879, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
joint resolution. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the joint resolu-
tion. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time, and 
was read the third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on passage of the joint reso-
lution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE 
SUBMITTED BY THE BUREAU OF 
LAND MANAGEMENT RELATING 
TO ‘‘NATIONAL PETROLEUM RE-
SERVE IN ALASKA INTEGRATED 
ACTIVITY PLAN RECORD OF DE-
CISION’’ 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 879, I call up 
the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 80) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Bureau of Land Management relat-
ing to ‘‘National Petroleum Reserve in 
Alaska Integrated Activity Plan 
Record of Decision’’, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 879, the joint 
resolution is considered read. 

The text of the joint resolution is as 
follows: 

S.J. RES. 80 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Bureau of 
Land Management relating to ‘‘National Pe-
troleum Reserve in Alaska Integrated Activ-
ity Plan Record of Decision’’ (issued April 25, 
2022, as a record of decision, and a letter of 
opinion from the Government Account-
ability Office dated July 24, 2025, printed in 
the Congressional Record on July 28, 2025, on 
pages S4768–S4770, concluding that such 
record of decision is a rule under the Con-
gressional Review Act), and such rule shall 
have no force or effect. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
joint resolution shall be debatable for 1 
hour, equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources or their respective designees. 

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) and the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on S.J. 
Res. 80. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.J. 
Res. 80, which repeals the Biden admin-
istration’s 2022 Integrated Activity 
Plan, or IAP, for the National Petro-
leum Reserve in Alaska, also known as 
the NPR–A. 

Under the Naval Petroleum Reserves 
Production Act of 1976, the approxi-
mately 23-million-acre NPR–A was des-
ignated by Congress due to its vast en-
ergy resources. In 1980, Congress 
amended the act and directed the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct ‘‘an 
expeditious program of competitive 
leasing of oil and gas in the National 
Petroleum Reserve in Alaska.’’ 

In 2020, in President Trump’s first ad-
ministration, the Bureau of Land Man-
agement released its IAP for the NPR– 
A. The 2020 IAP listened to local voices 
and opened up access to over 18.5 mil-
lion acres of the NPR–A for oil and gas 
leasing. Over 13 million acres were 
made available for new infrastructure 
development. 

Nagruk Harcharek, president of the 
Voice of the Arctic Inupiat, stated in a 
September 2023 Natural Resources 
Committee hearing that: ‘‘We also felt 
heard when BLM released an NPR–A 
Integrated Activity Plan (IAP) in June 
2020 that considered the interests of 
our communities, including future 
community infrastructure needs.’’ 

The IAP outlining management ac-
tivities for natural resources through-
out the NPR–A was thoughtfully craft-
ed by the first Trump administration, 
taking into account the voices of local 
indigenous Tribal communities. 

Regrettably, in 2022, the Biden ad-
ministration replaced the 2020 IAP 
with a new one, reducing the available 
acreage for oil and gas leasing by 37 
percent and reducing areas available to 
new infrastructure by over 2.3 million 
acres. 

In November 2023, during another 
hearing on the matter, we heard from 
Commissioner John Boyle of the Alas-
ka Department of Natural Resources, 

who expressed concerns about the 
Biden administration’s NPR–A rule-
making process. ‘‘The process to date 
has been confusingly deficient as the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
has scheduled and canceled public 
meetings on short notice, avoided con-
sultation obligations, and attempted to 
avoid procedural safeguards that are 
meant to keep rulemakings of enor-
mous public cost and consequence from 
being hastily and arbitrarily imple-
mented. Neither comprehensive envi-
ronmental nor economic reviews have 
been completed for a proposal that will 
dramatically change environmental 
and economic management in what 
may be the largest Federal petroleum 
asset in the country.’’ 

b 1750 

In that same hearing, Mr. Harcharek 
shared: 

‘‘This decision, coupled with further 
‘protections’ for NPR–A, will undoubt-
edly shrink the economic opportunities 
available to the North Slope. It vir-
tually guarantees to set us back on our 
journey toward self-determination by 
requiring further reliance on the Fed-
eral and State government to provide 
for the basic needs of the people on the 
North Slope.’’ 

Ultimately, the Biden administration 
stymied energy production within the 
NPR–A and failed to offer leases in a 
manner that would boost revenue and 
provide economic stability to the re-
gion and the State. 

The most recent lease sale in the 
NPR–A took place in 2019, when the 
BLM leased over 1 million acres, gener-
ating more than $11 million, including 
roughly $5.6 million for the State of 
Alaska. 

Revenue from developing these re-
sources is essential to the livelihoods 
of all Alaskans. For example, in fiscal 
year 2022, Alaskan oil and natural gas 
production, largely driven by the con-
sequences of the pro-energy policies of 
the first Trump administration, gen-
erated $4.5 billion in State and local 
revenue and supported over 69,250 di-
rect and indirect jobs. 

Alaska’s role as a leader in 
unleashing American energy domi-
nance will continue. In the Working 
Families Tax Cut Act, Congress high-
lighted the importance of the NPR–A 
and required five lease sales to be held 
in the area over the next 10 years. 

To ensure our energy independence, 
we must unleash American energy and 
ensure access to our own resources 
here at home. This legislation is an im-
portant step in doing just that. 

I thank Representative BEGICH and 
Senator SULLIVAN for their work to 
bring S.J. Res. 80 to the House floor so 
that we can nullify yet another mis-
guided Biden-era action and take an-
other step to put our Nation’s energy 
policy back on the right track. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
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