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Hooty began his career in 1985 as a
firefighter, answering the call when his
neighbors needed him most. In 2003, he
became director of Hancock Emer-
gency Management Agency, a role he
has carried with steady leadership for
22 years.

During that time, he guided the
county through countless emergencies;
destructive storms; and, most notably,
the unimaginable challenges of Hurri-
cane Katrina. Through every crisis,
Hooty was a source of strength—calm,
prepared, and fully committed to pro-
tecting the people of Hancock County,
Mississippi. His leadership saved lives,
strengthened emergency response
across our region, and set a standard of
service that we should all admire.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in thanking Hooty Adam for
his extraordinary dedication and in
wishing him the very best in his well-
earned retirement.

——
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HONORING PRINCIPAL OF THE
YEAR: TIELA SCHURMAN

(Ms. MCDONALD RIVET asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. MCcDONALD RIVET. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to celebrate Midland High
School principal Tiela Schurman for
being named the Michigan 2026 High
School Principal of the Year.

Principal Schurman’s compassionate
and hands-on leadership sets an exam-
ple for schools across the country. She
is an extraordinarily gifted leader who
inspires those around her to stand up
for every child in all of our commu-
nities.

It is her passion for education and
her fervent belief in every child’s po-
tential that guides the work she does
every day. She encourages collabora-
tion and teamwork among educators,
making Midland High School a safe
space that uplifts everyone under its
roof.

Principal Schurman pushes her stu-
dents to dream big, asking them every
single week, ‘“‘Chemics, you determine
your legacy. What will be it?”’

There are years ahead in her leader-
ship journey in education. I have no
doubt that she will leave a legacy of
educational excellence, deep -caring,
and a spark of hope for every student
she encounters.

Go Chemics.

———

USMC HELICOPTER SUPPORT IN
VIETNAM

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as we recently celebrated vet-
erans across the country, H.R. 5939, the
USMC Helicopter Support in Vietnam
Congressional Gold Medal Act, would
award a Congressional Gold Medal to
the Vietnam-era Marine Corps and
Navy veterans who performed vital hel-
icopter support missions.
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These flight crews executed incred-
ibly risky and dangerous operations.
They successfully carried out life-
saving medical evacuations, trans-
porting approximately 189,000 service-
members.

Recognizing those who put their lives
in harm’s way to help out our wounded
is long overdue. With the enactment of
this bill, Congress can and must take
the crucial step toward finally giving
these brave veterans the hero’s wel-
come they so deserve.

——

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RE-
SOURCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Natural Resources:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 18, 2025.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I want to sincerely
thank the Committee for its graciousness in
allowing me to waive onto the Committee on
Natural Resources earlier this year. It has
been a privilege to serve and to help advance
environmental justice policies for the people
in New York’s Seventh District and in Puer-
to Rico.

Thank you for the privilege of holding
three committees over the past few years. I
will continue to remain on Small Business
and Financial Services. Effective this week,
I will remove myself from the Committee on
Natural Resources to make room for another
member who wishes to take the opening.

It has been an honor to contribute to the
committee’s mission, and I look forward to
continuing to advance our shared priorities
in other capacities.

Sincerely,
NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———

ELECTING A MEMBER TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Republican Conference, I offer a
privileged resolution and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 886

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY: Mr.
Fong.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Democratic Caucus, I

offer a privileged resolution and ask

for its immediate consideration.
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 887

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr. Con-
away.

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE:
Mrs. Grijalva.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY: Mr.
Walkinshaw (to rank immediately after Ms.
Pou).

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Mrs.
Grijalva (to rank immediately after Ms.
Rivas).

Mr. MCGOVERN (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF S.J. RES. 80, PROVIDING FOR
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY
THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGE-
MENT RELATING TO ‘“NATIONAL
PETROLEUM RESERVE IN ALAS-
KA INTEGRATED ACTIVITY PLAN
RECORD OF DECISION”; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.J. RES. 130, PROVIDING FOR
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY
THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGE-
MENT RELATING TO “BUFFALO
FIELD OFFICE RECORD OF DECI-
SION AND APPROVED RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT PLAN AMEND-
MENT”’; PROVIDING FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.J. RES. 131, PRO-
VIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE
SUBMITTED BY THE BUREAU OF
LAND MANAGEMENT RELATING
TO *“COASTAL PLAIN OIL AND
GAS LEASING PROGRAM RECORD
OF DECISION”; PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. RES.
58, DENOUNCING THE HORRORS
OF SOCIALISM; PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 1949,
UNLOCKING OUR DOMESTIC LNG
POTENTIAL ACT OF 2025; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3109, RESEARCHING EFFI-
CIENT FEDERAL IMPROVEMENTS
FOR NECESSARY ENERGY REFIN-
ING ACT; PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 5107, COM-
MON-SENSE LAW ENFORCEMENT
AND ACCOUNTABILITY NOW IN
DC ACT OF 2025; PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 5214,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CASH
BAIL REFORM ACT OF 2025; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up


November 20, 2025 Congressional Record
Correction to Page H4718
CORRECTION

abonner
Correction to Page H4718
On November 18, 2025, page H4718, in the second column, the 
following appeared: 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HONORABLE NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ,   
MEMBER OF CONGRESS   
   The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following 
   communication from the Honorable NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ, Member 
   of Congress: . . . 

      NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ, 
                         Member of Congress. 
                         
                    --------------- 

The online version has been corrected to read: 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
   The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following 
resignation as a member of the Committee on Natural Resources: 
. . .

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ, 
                         Member of Congress. 
   The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection, the resignation 
   is accepted. 
   There was no objection.


November 18, 2025

House Resolution 879 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 879

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House any joint resolution specified in sec-
tion 2 of this resolution. All points of order
against consideration of each such joint res-
olution are waived. Each such joint resolu-
tion shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in each such joint
resolution are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on each such
joint resolution and on any amendment
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Natural Resources or their respective des-
ignees; and (2) one motion to recommit (or
commit, as the case may be).

SEC. 2. The joint resolutions referred to in
the first section of this resolution are as fol-
lows:

(a) The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 80) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of
the rule submitted by the Bureau of Land
Management relating to ‘‘National Petro-
leum Reserve in Alaska Integrated Activity
Plan Record of Decision’.

(b) The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 130) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of
the rule submitted by the Bureau of Land
Management relating to ‘‘Buffalo Field Of-
fice Record of Decision and Approved Re-
source Management Plan Amendment’’.

(c) The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 131) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of
the rule submitted by the Bureau of Land
Management relating to ‘‘Coastal Plain Oil
and Gas Leasing Program Record of Deci-
sion”.

SEcC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 58) de-
nouncing the horrors of socialism. All points
of order against consideration of the concur-
rent resolution are waived. The concurrent
resolution shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the con-
current resolution are waived. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the concurrent resolution and preamble to
adoption without intervening motion except
one hour of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Financial
Services or their respective designees.

SEC. 4. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 1949) to repeal restrictions on the
export and import of natural gas. All points
of order against consideration of the bill are
waived. The bill shall be considered as read.
All points of order against provisions in the
bill are waived. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the bill and on
any amendment thereto to final passage
without intervening motion except: (1) one
hour of debate equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Energy and Commerce
or their respective designees; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit.

SEcC. 5. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 3109) to require the Secretary of
Energy to direct the National Petroleum
Council to issue a report with respect to pe-
trochemical refineries in the United States,
and for other purposes. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
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The bill shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce or
their respective designees; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit.

SEC. 6. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 5107) to repeal the Comprehensive
Policing and Justice Reform Amendment
Act of 2022 enacted by the District of Colum-
bia Council. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. The amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform now printed in the
bill shall be considered as adopted. The bill,
as amended, shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill,
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform
or their respective designees; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit.

SEC. 7. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 5214) to require mandatory pretrial
and post conviction detention for crimes of
violence and dangerous crimes and require
mandatory cash bail for certain offenses that
pose a threat to public safety or order in the
District of Columbia, and for other purposes.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. The amendment in the
nature of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform now printed in the bill shall be con-
sidered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto, to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform or their
respective designees; and (2) one motion to
recommit.

SEC. 8. Upon transmission to the Senate of
a message that the House has passed H.R.
4405, House Resolution 581 shall be laid on
the table.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?
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There was no objection.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
rule and the underlying legislation.

Yesterday, the Rules Committee met
and produced a rule, H. Res. 879, pro-
viding for the House’s consideration of
eight separate measures.

The rule provides closed rules for
consideration of S.J. Res. 80, H.J. Res.
130, H.J. Res. 131 with 1 hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Natural Resources,
or their respective designees, for each
joint resolution. The rule provides each
such joint resolution one motion to re-
commit.

Further, the rule provides closed
rules for the consideration of H.R. 1949
and H.R. 3109 with 1 hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, or their respective designees,
for each bill. The rule provides each
bill with a motion to recommit.

Additionally, the rule provides for
consideration of H. Con. Res. 58 under a
closed rule with 1 hour of debate equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Financial Services, or
their respective designees.

The rule also provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 5214 and H.R. 5107 under
closed rules with 1 hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, or their respective
designees, on each bill. The rule pro-
vides for one motion to recommit for
each bill.

Finally, the rule tables H. Res. 581
upon the transmission of a message to
the Senate that the House has passed
H.R. 4405.

Mr. Speaker, after over 40 days of the
Democrat government shutdown, the
House has returned to regular order,
and this majority is continuing to push
forward with the America First agen-
da, the American people’s agenda.

All of these pieces of legislation we
are considering today are in alignment
with the American people’s demand
and President Trump’s executive or-
ders that we maintain a robust posture
of American energy dominance.

You know, Mr. Speaker, our Demo-
crat colleagues have developed a strong
proclivity to thumb their noses at the
development of energy that comes
from American soil. One must wonder
why they choose to do that. They pay
lipservice to environmental protec-
tions and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, but it is just a fact that
American oil and American natural gas
are cleaner and more environmentally
friendly than any from our global com-
petitors.

Why would they cede our dominance
on the global stage in favor of hostile
actors who lack even the most basic
environmental protections?
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We are blessed as a nation to have
vast repositories of natural resources
that we can draw from and utilize ac-
cordingly. When we ignore the opportu-
nities to harness these resources for
our benefit, we deny ourselves the op-
portunity to grow more self-sufficient.

H.R. 5214 and H.R. 5107, two measures
reported from the Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform Committee, focus on
restoring law and order in our Nation’s
Capital City, a city that ought to be a
model for the rest of the Nation to fol-
low.

H.R. 5214 would revoke cashless bail
in the District of Columbia and would
require mandatory pretrial and
postconviction detention for crimes of
violence and other dangerous crimes.

H.R. 5107 would repeal the Com-
prehensive Policing and Justice Re-
form Amendment Act of 2022 enacted
by the District of Columbia Council.
This act targeted police officers in D.C.
for simply doing their duties, and it led
to over 1,600 officers being removed
from the city’s force.

Thanks to President Trump’s efforts,
the streets in D.C. are safer, and we
have the opportunity through these
two measures to add to that progress.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we have H.
Con. Res. 58, a resolution denouncing
the horrors of socialism. Most of us
here in this body recognize how dan-
gerous the plague of socialism really
is. We understand its history of failure
and oppression. Throughout history,
this ideology has collapsed into the
most brutal of dictatorships, com-
munist regimes, and outright totali-
tarian rule.

Many are quick to avert their eyes
and cover their ears when presented
with facts about the horrors of social-
ism, how many individuals across the
world have suffered and died because of
it. This resolution will put everyone in
this body on record. The American peo-
ple will see who espouses this caustic
ideology and those who reject it.

I reserve the balance of my time, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman from North
Carolina for yielding me the customary
30 minutes, and I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Americans are working
more and more for less and less.

Almost every day, I speak with
young people who can’t afford to start
a family, can’t buy a house, and can’t
get ahead. I hear it from seniors who
are struggling to survive on fixed in-
comes. I see it with my own eyes.
Moms and dads are putting items back
on the shelves in the grocery store be-
cause they can’t afford them. Parents
can’t g0 back to work because they
can’t afford childcare. People’s health
insurance premiums are doubling and
tripling because this majority has
failed to act.

During election season, we heard
from Trump and Republicans who
swore up and down they would bring
down prices. They promised the Amer-
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ican people they would reverse infla-
tion and focus like a laser on afford-
ability. They have broken that prom-
ise. They have betrayed the American
people.

If you want more evidence of that,
look at the bills on the floor today:
more garbage, more culture war crap,
more bills written by this Republican
majority of, by, and for the billionaire
class.

Republicans moved Heaven and Earth
to give tax breaks to the rich and pow-
erful. That got done in a nanosecond.

If you are a regular person staring
down next year’s healthcare premium
hikes and deciding whether to pay a
thousand bucks more or put food on
the table, the answer you get back
from the Republicans is: Let them eat
cake.

We are barreling toward another
shutdown at the end of January. We
could have spent the last 2 months
working on passing the nine appropria-
tions bills Republicans still need to
pass to stop another shutdown. Instead,
they went on a taxpayer-funded paid
vacation for 8 weeks.

Let me just say, because we are de-
bating a rule to consider these eight
bills, this rule sucks. There are eight
closed rules, no amendments, no
changes allowed on the floor, take it or
leave it. If you are keeping count at
home, that is 80 completely closed
rules this Congress, the most ever in a
year.
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Mr. Speaker, I want to correct the
gentlewoman because last night in the
Rules Committee she said that five of
these bills didn’t receive any amend-
ments. That is because she didn’t ask
for any. When you don’t send an
amendment deadline, everyone knows
you are doing a closed rule.

My Republican colleagues have been
complicit in these 80 closed rules. Near-
1y 9 out of 10 times, the majority party
has not been allowed to bring amend-
ments to the floor. They are getting
blocked by their own leadership time
and time again. How does that feel?

Again, this is a terrible rule, and I
urge a ‘‘no”’ vote. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, while it is true there
have been 80 closed measures, this
number needs context. Twelve of the
closed rules were in the rules package,
which passed 2 weeks before the 119th
Rules Committee even organized to
begin meeting. Additionally, 25 meas-
ures were CRAs. They don’t allow for
an amendment. Sixteen were bills that
received no amendments, meaning 41
measures were closed by definition. It
is also important that four of the
closed rules are duplicates from a pre-
vious failed rule. In reality, only 27
measures have been closed by discre-
tion of the Committee.

Additionally, the Rules Committee
under Republican control has simply
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been more productive, producing more
total rules than our colleagues ever
did. For example, during the most re-
cent Democratic-controlled Con-
gresses, the Rules Committee produced
127 total rules in the 116th Congress
and 163 in the 117th Congress. Contrast
this to the 200 total rules in the Repub-
lican-led 118th Congress. For the 119th,
we are on pace to once again produce
nearly 200 rules for the Congress.

Mr. Speaker, we are doing our job.
We are not closing out debate. We are
having plenty of debate. There are
plenty of opportunities for our col-
leagues to offer amendments. I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, those are a lot of words
to justify the most closed Congress in
history, the most authoritarian Con-
gress in history. It would make Putin
blush.

Mr. Speaker, if we defeat the pre-
vious question, I will offer an amend-
ment to the rule to provide for consid-
eration of H.R. 6074, which would ex-
tend the Affordable Care Act enhanced
premium tax credits for 3 years,
through 2028.

We are in the midst of a healthcare
crisis. More than 20 million Americans
who get their healthcare on the ACA
exchanges are going to see their pre-
miums skyrocket next year. That in-
cludes 250,000 people in my home State
of Massachusetts, who are paying lower
premiums and copays due to these tax
credits, which Democrats created in
2021 and which are set to expire at the
end of the year.

Let me read you some of the stories
from folks in my district: I just re-
ceived my letter, and my monthly
costs have gone from $1,287 to $3,026 for
next year. As a working family with a
daughter who has an autoimmune dis-
ease, we are struggling, and I am work-
ing 50-plus hours a week just to pay the
insurance.

Here is another one: With the Health
Connector, I was paying $264 per
month, acceptable seeing that I am
healthy but not young. Without the ad-
vanced premium tax credit, my month-
ly premium will be just over $800 per
month. I can’t and I won’t pay that. I
will go without.

This is happening across the country,
and for the sake of millions of Ameri-
cans and their healthcare, I urge my
Republican colleagues to support this
bill and vote ‘‘no” on the previous
question.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of my amend-
ment into the RECORD along with any
extraneous material immediately prior
to the vote on the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DESJARLAIS). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. OWENS).
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Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Chairwoman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, after blatant obstruc-
tion and prolonged delay on the part of
congressional Democrats for over 40
days, the House has returned to regular
order. It is good to be back, and it is
about time.

Today, we are here to advance eight
separate measures that meet the de-
mands of the American people and
strengthen President Trump’s success-
ful America First agenda.

My constituents voted for the dis-
solution of the Biden bureaucratic bar-
rage and for safety in their commu-
nities. From bolstering American en-
ergy dominance to upholding law and
order, strengthening the criminal jus-
tice system in our Nation’s Capital to
rejecting the failed ideology of social-
ism, House Republicans continue to de-
liver measurable and substantive
progress.

I urge my colleagues to support the
rule and the eight underlying pieces of
legislation. Let’s continue delivering
wins for the American people.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, shortly on the floor, Re-
publicans are about to finally bring up
the Massie-Khanna bill to release the
Epstein files. We had to drag this lead-
ership here kicking and screaming.

I appreciate their sudden and stun-
ning change of heart on this issue, but
I state for the record that the Repub-
lican leadership has tried to block this
day for months and months and
months.

I also want to state for the record
that Donald Trump could release these
files on his own, today, right now, right
this very second. He doesn’t need to
wait for Congress to pass the bill. He
could release the files himself, but he
won’t. That is why we are here, because
he refuses to act.

Meanwhile, the Republican majority
has blocked transparency at every
turn. They stonewalled in committee.
The gentlewoman from North Carolina
and every Republican on the Rules
Committee voted nine times to block
my amendment to release the Epstein
files, nine times.

Republicans were so afraid of my
amendment that Speaker JOHNSON shut
down the Rules Committee and sent us
home early in July, and then he re-
fused to swear in a new Member of Con-
gress for weeks because she promised
to be the 218th signature to force this
bill forward. Omnly four Republicans
signed the discharge petition. Every
single Democrat signed on.

In a few moments, I am going to
yield time to Representative MASSIE,
who has been the Republican leader of
this effort alongside Representative
KHANNA on the Democratic side. Here
is why I am doing that: This bill should
be getting a full hour of debate on the
floor, but Speaker JOHNSON, I guess at
Donald Trump’s direction, is throwing
every procedural gimmick at the wall
to see what sticks, and he is trying to
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limit debate on the floor because for
some reason he is very, very afraid of
talking about this. That is why I am
donating a significant chunk of my
time to Members who have been si-
lenced by the Speaker for the terrible
crime of demanding truth and trans-
parency.

If T had to guess, most Republicans
will probably vote in favor of releasing
the files, but they are not voting ‘‘yes”
because their conscience changed.
They are voting ‘‘yes’ because Donald
Trump tells most of them how to vote,
and he realized he has lost on this one.

He says that people who support this
bill “‘betrayed the entire Republican
Party.” Really, really? How is account-
ability for a pedophile, something Don-
ald Trump campaigned on, how is that
now a betrayal? This was his issue, his
idea. He ran on releasing the files.

By the way, to those who say that
Biden should have released these files,
let me just address that right now. You
are right, he should have, but he didn’t
make it his number one issue, and he is
not the President right now. Donald
Trump is. He could have released the
files at any point over the last 11
months, but he has not.

Republicans have had months to sign
the discharge petition. They had
months to bring this bill to the floor,
but this leadership has chosen obstruc-
tion. They don’t want to pass this bill.
They don’t even want to talk about it
on the House floor, and so that is why
debate matters.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear: Repub-
licans don’t oppose the full trans-
parency of the Epstein files. We em-
brace the Oversight Committee’s task
of doing just that. We embrace Rep-
resentative MASSIE’s legislation here
today by putting it up for a vote under
suspension. I will be voting for it.

We already have a House investiga-
tion that carries the full force of law,
and there is no opposition to respecting
the majority’s wishes to get this codi-
fied into law. Let’s get to it. Let’s get
to the vote and end these false debates,
straw man arguments, and non
sequiturs.

We tried to pass this bill last week,
but Democrats wouldn’t agree to doing
so. Let’s vote now. Democrats should
stop, listen, and take yes for an an-
swer.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, the
gentlewoman doesn’t oppose this? Boy,
she has a funny way of showing it. I
gave the gentlewoman nine opportuni-
ties in the Committee on Rules to
bring this measure to the floor. I gave
her nine opportunities. Every time I
brought up an amendment, she voted it
down. There were nine opportunities.
To say that somehow this is always
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what they wanted, I don’t know, but
that doesn’t pass the smell test.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
KHANNA).

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for his leadership over
the last 5 months to make sure that
this bill came to the floor. I thank also
Don Sisson for his leadership and un-
derstanding of all the rules to make
this possible.

As we are here today, I saw on CNN
that the President is meeting with the
Saudi prince. What does America First
mean to me? How about meeting with
the survivors? How about making sure
that America’s girls are not being
raped? That is what it means to be
America First. It doesn’t mean going
and meeting with Saudi princes.

I am so honored to be here and to
work together with Congressman
THOMAS MASSIE, who has shown so
much courage and principle. I am so
honored to be here next to Congress-
woman MARJORIE TAYLOR GREENE and
Congresswoman NANCY MACE.

Someone ask me what I learned
through this process. I said that some-
times we have to see people not just
through their caricature. I had carica-
tures of Representative GREENE, Rep-
resentative MASSIE, and Representa-
tive MACE.

What I saw was they cared as Ameri-
cans and human beings. They stood
with courage. They looked at this not
from politics, but they looked at this
as what is right. I am proud today to be
a Member of Congress. I am proud to
work with them. I am proud of what we
are showing this country is possible.

If we actually care about American
values, maybe we can overcome some
of the bitter divides in this country. If
we didn’t care about just getting the
credit and maybe worked together, we
could actually care about forgotten
and abandoned Americans like the sur-
vivors that testified today. I was so
moved by their testimony.

How can we hear their testimony, as
all of us have heard, see their tears, see
them hold up photos at the age of 14,
and think they are not telling the
truth? This is not politics. This is hu-
manity.

Sometimes we get into these Cham-
bers, and we forget what happened. We
forget how we grew up. When most of
us grew up, we went to barbecues. We
went to Little League games. We went
to church or temple. We didn’t fly
around in private jets and go to a rape
island. We didn’t buy off politicians
and tell them to keep quiet. We didn’t
think that it was normal to abuse or
rape young girls.

Then they say they don’t know if
they were 18 or 22. Come on. It is rot-
ten. Then they say to just care about
the price of eggs. Care about the price
of healthcare. What is more important
than that? American values are more
important. These rich, greedy men
abused American values. They abused
what is sacred about this country.
They abused what built this country.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, it is
time. They are going to have a reck-
oning. The Epstein class is going to go.
The reason they are going to go is be-
cause the progressive left and the
MAGA right and everyone in between
is finally waking up against this rotten
system.

When people are united and when
people work across the aisle, amazing
things can happen because the Amer-
ican people are kind and good and de-
cent.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to have
worked with Congressman MASSIE. I
particularly salute the courage of Rep-
resentatives MARJORIE TAYLOR
GREENE, LAUREN BOEBERT, and NANCY
MACE. None of this would have been
possible without their courage in
standing up on the petition and for
what they did.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

At the top of this page, I have writ-
ten: ‘“‘Democrat hypocrisy on Epstein.”
Mr. Speaker, that is what we are hear-
ing today.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be a
member of the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee. I am
proud to have supported the full inves-
tigation into the Epstein files on that
committee.

Furthermore, I am proud to have
supported formalizing that investiga-
tion by taking the decisive step in di-
recting that investigation by a special
rule provided by the Rules Committee.
This gave the Oversight Committee’s
investigation the full weight of the
House of Representatives behind the
committee’s existing subpoena power.
It is very important in this debate.

Mr. Speaker, let’s get things straight
here. In just a matter of hours, we will
vote on the Massie bill. That won’t pre-
clude the existing House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee’s in-
vestigation in any way. That is a great
thing because that investigation is
yielding results.

We now know that one of Jeffrey
Epstein’s closest confidantes was ap-
parently Larry Summers, a Cabinet
member in the Clinton administration.
We now know that a Democrat Member
in this body, STACEY PLASKETT, was
colluding with Jeffrey Epstein in real
time during a hearing. The subject
matter was how to take down Presi-
dent Trump. We can’t make this stuff
up.

We now know that Epstein himself
hated President Trump. It is in black
and white. We now know that one of
the chief Epstein victims stated that
President Trump never acted inappro-
priately.

Don’t forget that oversight investiga-
tions specifically subpoenaed Bill and
Hillary Clinton for their ties to Jeffrey
Epstein. They haven’t been quick to
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step into the breach and exonerate
themselves, have they?

The truth will continue to come out,
as it has, because of Republicans and a
current Republican-led House Over-
sight and Government Reform Com-
mittee investigation, one that already
carries the full force of law. Let’s see
where that leads.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the gentlewoman says
that we should just trust her and Re-
publican leadership. After what I saw
unfold over these last several months, I
can’t. There was obstruction and the
use of every maneuver possible to avoid
this moment we have here today.

I say for the record: It doesn’t matter
whether there are Republicans, Demo-
crats, or Independents implicated in
these files. We believe in account-
ability for everybody who abuses young
women. We believe in justice. That is
kind of what is uniting many of us on
this side of the aisle here today.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative
KHANNA for his leadership. I thank
Representative MASSIE, Representative
GREENE, and Representative MACE for
their courage and for their willingness
to stand up for what is right. We don’t
agree on very much, but we do agree
there ought to be accountability when
young women are abused. That is what
this is about.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Kentucky (Mr. MASSIE) to control
the time.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to the time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Kentucky has 17 minutes
remaining.
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Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 2 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, today is an extraor-
dinary day in this Chamber.

If my colleagues will vote for this
measure, then we will see justice tri-
umph over politics. Truth will triumph
over deception and obfuscation. Trans-
parency will triumph over dark money.
Partisanship will fall away to biparti-
sanship, and grass-roots, the people,
will reclaim the people’s House with
this vote.

It is going to be a victory for sur-
vivors; not just survivors of the Ep-
stein sex trafficking scandal, but the
1,000 survivors who exist. Some of them
are victims. They are no longer alive,
and some have committed suicide.
They share one thing in common: Their
youth was robbed from them, and much
of their lives were robbed from them.
But they are claiming it back. We are
going to help them claim that back.

However, it is not just a victory
today if this vote prevails for those
survivors. It is a victory for every per-
son, man or woman, boy or girl, who
has been victimized sexually in this
country. Anybody who has been a vic-
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tim of sexual assault, or maybe they
have been victimized by a family mem-
ber, maybe it is not a billionaire, but
they are all waiting and watching to
see what we do today.

They are wondering: If I go to mom
or dad, will anything happen?

If I go to the sheriff, will anything
happen?

We have a chance today to make
something happen, something that has
not happened, something that should
have happened decades ago, and that is
to get justice for these victims and sur-
vivors, and transparency for America.

That is what this vote is about today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentlewoman  from Georgia (Ms.
GREENE).

Ms. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I proudly rise today in a bipartisan
effort to release the Epstein files fi-
nally after five administrations have
covered it up.

Earlier today, I attended the press
conference where the survivors—they
are not victims—the survivors of Jef-
frey Hpstein’s sexual abuse and sex
trafficking told their stories. They told
stories about how it started back in
1991 and 1996, and they continued on
through the decades. They told stories
about how they told someone and tried
to get help. They told the FBI, and
they weren’t listened to. They told law
enforcement, and no one did anything.

These women don’t just number a
few. These women number around 1,000
women, and they are victims of some-
thing that is unthinkable. This should
have never, ever happened. This was
the biggest fight I think I have seen in
Washington, D.C. This is my fifth year
here, and this was a fight that we
should have never had to wage.

It should have been the easiest thing
for every single Member of Congress. It
should have been the easiest thing for
the Speaker of the House. It should
have been the easiest thing for the
President of the United States to re-
lease all the information, every single
file, on behalf of these American
women.

These American women aren’t rich
and powerful elites. They do not have
someone paying for their airline tick-
ets or paying for their trips or paying
for their expenses every time they try
to do something to get this informa-
tion out. These are your average Amer-
icans.

Mr. Speaker, do you want to know
what the Epstein files represent, the
coverup represents, to average Ameri-
cans?

It represents the failures of the Fed-
eral Government in Congress to the
American people, and that is what peo-
ple rose up about in 2024. They wanted
and demanded transparency from their
government and for Americans; finally,
to be put first.

Today, with this vote, we are finally
putting these victims and these sur-
vivors of Jeffrey Epstein first and the
cabal of rich and powerful elites that
expands not just here in the United
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States of America but to other coun-
tries as well, we are putting them last.
That is exactly what Americans want.

You see, Mr. Speaker, for far too
long, Americans have been put last,
and they are sick of it. They are sick
and tired of it. This is why they don’t
trust Congress. This is why they don’t
trust the government.

Here is the problem: All of these
women are women who have suffered in
shame for years and years and years.
These are women who were terrified,
women who were intimidated, and
women who were threatened just like
Virginia Giuffre, and now she is dead.
These women should have never faced
that for this information to come out.

We, especially the four Republican
Members of the House of Representa-
tives, should have never faced intimi-
dation and threats for us to get this
vote to come to the floor.

Never forget there were four: THOMAS
MASSIE, myself, NANCY MACE, and
LAUREN BOEBERT. We had to sign a dis-
charge petition. We had to fight
through intimidation, and we had to
endure it for months to push that dis-
charge petition finally to 218 to get
this vote to come out.

This is what the American people are
sick of, and rightfully so.

Now where does this go from here?

The question will remain: Will the
Department of Justice release all the
information?

Will the judge in New York release
the information?

Will the CIA release the information?

Will foreign governments release
their information?

Or will this continue after this vote
today to be a coverup, a coverup of the
rich and powerful elites who bond to-
gether in sex and human trafficking
abuse and all types of global business
that enriches them but never serves
Americans?

The American people will know, and
the victims—actually the survivors—of
Jeffrey Epstein will know, because
they know the list of names. I remain
dedicated to my promise to read those
names here on the House floor if those
women ever find themselves in a place
where it needs to be done.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 12 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the generosity
of Representative JIM MCGOVERN for
granting us this time.

I am embarrassed for my own party
today. I am embarrassed we withheld
swearing in a duly-elected Representa-
tive of the people for 49 days just to
avoid this vote that is finally going to
happen today.

I am embarrassed that my own party
isn’t going to yield me time to debate
this. Even though they say they sup-
port it and I authored it, they don’t
even want to yield me time to debate
this during the bill debate.

However, Mr. Speaker, let me tell
you whom I am thankful to: these
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three brave women, MARJORIE TAYLOR
GREENE, NANCY MACE, and LAUREN
BOEBERT. They have been threatened,
and they have been intimidated phys-
ically and politically—it is dis-
gusting—not by the far left. They have
been intimidated by people in our own
party.

For what?

It is for seeking justice for these vic-
tims.

So my hat is off. I congratulate them
for standing strong.

I have always wondered: Where were
the Republican men during this battle?

We have taken 5 months. These three
women and I have had to drag our
party to this floor today to even vote
on this.

RO KHANNA is the most to be thanked
here. In an extraordinary display of bi-
partisanship, he did not hesitate when
I asked if we wanted to bring this bill
to the floor together, if he would stand
in the trenches with me. He said yes.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we need to get facts
straight here. President Trump’s De-
partment of Justice in his first term
arrested and prosecuted Jeffrey Ep-
stein. We, on our side, want justice to
prevail in this case and in every case.

Speaker JOHNSON has always been
clear that if the discharge petition
reached the necessary signatures, then
the House would consider the legisla-
tion, and that is what we are providing
for in our rule today.

In fact, as soon as the petition hit 218
votes last Wednesday, House Repub-
licans offered a unanimous consent re-
quest to pass the legislation then.

However, the Democratic leader
would not give consent to do that last
week.

Why?

It is because they are not really in-
terested in this. They are interested in
some other things.

Mr. Speaker, I have to correct the
RECORD.

Mr. MASSIE did not request time from
me. I am the person who controls the
time on the Republican side. He did not
request time from me. I would have
given him time.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from
South Carolina (Ms. MACE).

Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleagues, Mr. MCGOVERN and Mr.
KHANNA, today for the time, for the 5
minutes on the floor to speak about an
issue that is not political for me. Help-
ing the survivors of Jeffrey Epstein and
his horrific, gruesome, brutal sex traf-
ficking ring is deeply personal. While
we often have many disagreements
about a lot of issues, maybe most
issues, today, they are allowing us to
speak on the floor. My colleagues, Con-
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gressman MASSIE, MARJORIE TAYLOR
GREENE, and LAUREN BOEBERT, the four
of us, we are making history today
over the discharge petition and deliv-
ering justice for those who have des-
perately fought for it for, in some
cases, almost 30 years.

I wore white today because I wanted
to reflect on the innocence of the
young women who had their innocence
stolen by a demon named Jeffrey Ep-
stein, from demons, friends of his, rich
and powerful people who stole their in-
nocence at as young as 14 years old. It
was taken from them, and they have
never gotten it back.

I am also wearing white today to rec-
ognize the courage that it takes for
women to come forward, the sacrifices
of them personally, professionally, and
financially. There is embarrassment,
humiliation, and shame that we still
deliver on the backs of women who
have been brutalized, who have been
raped, and who have been assaulted.
There is shame that the media pours
over their heads. Their colleagues,
their friends, their neighbors, their
loved ones—because you come forward
and because you talk about sexual as-
sault, you are not a slut. It is not be-
cause of what you wore. You are not a
whore. That is how women are treated.
You are not lying.

I want every woman to know, every
Epstein survivor to know, every
woman across the country who is a sur-
vivor, who is a victim of assault, that
today, we see you. This fight and this
vote tonight, I see it is about the Ep-
stein victims, but it is about much
more than the Epstein victims. This is
about the powerless taking power away
from the very powerful. This is about
giving women who never had a voice a
voice, giving a voice to the voiceless.

This is about their sacrifice. This is
about having and recognizing their
courage. This is about justice for the
Epstein victims, but it is also about
hope.

Earlier this year, I gave a speech
right here on the floor of the U.S.
House of Representatives detailing
trauma that I experienced, endured,
and am a survivor of that I acciden-
tally uncovered 2 years ago, almost to
the day. Today, I still don’t have jus-
tice, like millions of women across the
country.

When I spoke out, I got attacked.
When I spoke out, I was shamed. When
I spoke out, I was defamed and
smeared. That goes on today, right
now, in the present.

God sure has a funny way of working
through us. Like many of the Epstein
survivors and many other survivors
across the country, I don’t think I will
ever heal from the destruction that
abuser did to me. I can heal by being a
vessel and being a voice for all those
who need it, and that is why we are
here today. That is why I will never
abandon a single survivor ever, and I
will never waver.

I spent my morning talking to law
enforcement and others about another
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potential Jane Doe, Jane Doe No. 5,
who may be another sexual assault vic-
tim in the case that I uncovered 2
years ago. It is very difficult for us to
come forward, but I thank the women
who have, the Epstein victims, and the
victims in the case that I have uncov-
ered. I thank all of them for being a
voice, for giving me hope that maybe
one day I, too, can get justice.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Our colleagues want Americans to
believe that this discharge petition and
underlying legislation are the be-all
and end-all in this investigation. How-
ever, it is House Republicans who have
worked tirelessly to achieve true jus-
tice for victims.

To date, the significant information
that has come out has come from the
Oversight and Government Reform
Committee as a result of it issuing 13
subpoenas. We have released 65,000
pages of documents from the Depart-
ment of Justice; the Epstein estate,
which was not mentioned in the under-
lying legislation; the former U.S. at-
torney; and others.

Let me say it again. The unanimous-
consent request to pass the legislation
immediately last week was blocked by
the minority leader, full stop. If Demo-
crats truly cared about finding justice
immediately for victims, this legisla-
tion would have been passed last week.
Instead, they want political theater to
capitalize on.

House Republicans, on the other
hand, remain focused on truth, ac-
countability, and delivering real jus-
tice for Epstein’s victims, not political
points.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to the time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Kentucky has 5% minutes
remaining.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 3%2 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, all that is necessary for
evil to prevail is for good men to do
nothing, and we have had a lot of good
men doing a lot of nothing on the other
side of the aisle until we did some-
thing. Three brave women, myself, and
the Democratic Caucus, we did some-
thing. Then, what did they do? They
have opposed us every step of the way.
They have lied about the legislation.

Let me tell you some of the lies they
have told. They have said that it
doesn’t protect victims. Well, if that is
so, why were dozens of victims with us
today at a press conference, urging this
body to pass this legislation? It is be-
cause this legislation specifically pro-
tects victims.

They have said this legislation does
not prevent the release of child pornog-
raphy. Of course it does. We have a spe-
cific provision in our legislation to pre-
vent that.

They have said so many falsehoods
about this legislation, but now they
are going to vote for it—hopefully en-
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thusiastically. Really, they have been
drug to this.

Our judicial system is broken. If it
were working, there wouldn’t be a
thousand victims who haven’t seen jus-
tice yet. They are victims of the Ep-
stein class.

I begrudge nobody’s success if they
become a billionaire, but if you think
being a billionaire or buying politi-
cians keeps you out of the judicial sys-
tem, lets you rape young women, lets
you traffic women, you have another
thing coming when this bill passes.

Do not let the Senate muck this up.
There have already been efforts to de-
rail our discharge petition. The Over-
sight Committee has released thou-
sands, tens of thousands of documents.
That is fine. Keep working. How many
names have they released? Zero.

They are still protecting, or the DOJ
is protecting, pedophiles and sex traf-
fickers. The time for that to stop is
now.

Our Speaker says: Oh, this bill needs
to be amended in the Senate, and spe-
cifically, he is trying to create a loop-
hole. He is trying to categorize the
pedophiles as victims. He is saying: Oh,
we don’t want to embarrass the people
who went to the rape island. We should
protect those names against unreliable
accusations. Is he calling all of these
victims unreliable?
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They have testified to the FBI. The
FBI has these names in their posses-
sion.

I asked the FBI Director in a hear-
ing: Have you looked at the docu-
ments?

No. He trusts everybody who has
been there for decades.

That is wrong. Do not let the Senate
muck this bill up. If Senators are a
party to that in the Senate, they are
part of this coverup that we are trying
to expose. I am sorry if one of their bil-
lionaire donors is going to get embar-
rassed because he went to rape island.

That is what they have coming. In
fact, they need to be on the other side
of bars, a lot of them. Some of them
will be embarrassed, but some of them
need to go to prison, and the survivors
know that.

Mr. Speaker, how will we know if
this bill has been successful? We will
know when there are men, rich men, in
handcuffs being perp-walked to the
jail. Until then, this is still a coverup.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Senate col-
leagues: Do not muck up this bill.

The President has already said that
he will sign it. That means that he will
sign the bill that we have here today.

Do not change this bill. He is ready
to sign it. Give it to him. Put it on his
desk. Let’s get justice for these vic-
tims.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time, and I am prepared
to close.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield the
balance of my time to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN).
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, first, let me say how
much I admire the courage of my Re-
publican colleagues who are beside me
here today.

Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day,
this is not about us, and it is not about
politics. This is about the survivors,
young girls who were exploited by pow-
erful men. These were men who used
money and power to take advantage of
girls, some as young as 11 years old.

The President of the United States
calls it all a hoax. Can you imagine
that? What an evil and disgusting
thing to say. These young girls, now
women, the survivors, what happened
to them was horrific. They were sexu-
ally abused, many of them for years,
and the President of the United States
calls it all a hoax.

What kind of messed up, sick-in-the-
head, immoral person says something
like that? This bill is about making
sure that powerful men are held ac-
countable. It is about demanding truth
and transparency for the American
people.

Republican leaders in this House lost
control of the story. They lost the abil-
ity to hide behind procedure, and they
lost the luxury of pretending that they
were ever on the right side. The Amer-
ican people see it. Survivors see it, and
history will see it.

Listening to the Speaker of the
House’s press conference today, it
sounds like he basically wants to kill
this whole thing. He is trying to ob-
struct and derail the process.

Why the hell is he fighting so hard to
do the opposite of what the survivors
want? What an awful, awful thing to
do.

Let us release the files. Let’s give
survivors the transparency they have
long been denied. Let us take back
power from the rich, billionaire elites
who think that they can do whatever
they want with no justice or account-
ability. Let’s remember exactly who
had to be dragged here under duress
and who stood up from day one to de-
mand the truth.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STUTZMAN). Members are reminded to
refrain from engaging in personalities
toward the President.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, those of us who did not
sign the discharge petition are just as
concerned about the victims or, as
some are calling them, survivors as our
colleagues who signed the discharge pe-
tition.

We share contempt for anyone who
abused anyone else. I have stood on
this floor many times, Mr. Speaker, to
speak out for victims and survivors of
people who have been abused and
against anyone who breaks the law or
takes advantage of an innocent person.

We will not be characterized as insen-
sitive to that, but House Republicans
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who didn’t sign the discharge petition
remain focused on truth, account-
ability, and delivering real justice for
Epstein victims.

Again, I will point out that it was
under President Trump’s Department
of Justice that Jeffrey Epstein was ar-
rested and tried. We have not tried to
avoid this situation. We want things
done the right way. We want maximum
justice for these victims and survivors.

Our rule today simply expedites con-
sideration of the Massie-Khanna legis-
lation. As I said, we would have liked
to have seen it pass last week when we
gave an opportunity for it, but it was
blocked by the Democratic minority
leader.

Mr. Speaker, I ask for support for
this rule and the underlying legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to vote
“‘yes” on the previous question and
‘“‘yes’ on the rule.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 879 OFFERED BY

MR. MCGOVERN OF MASSACHUSETTS

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 9. Immediately upon adoption of this
resolution, the House shall proceed to the
consideration in the House of the bill (H.R.
6074) to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to extend the enhancement of the health
care premium tax credit. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The bill shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Ways and Means or their re-
spective designees; and (2) one motion to re-
commit.

SEC. 10. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not
apply to the consideration of H.R. 6074.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

EPSTEIN FILES TRANSPARENCY
ACT

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4405) to require the Attorney
General to release all documents and
records in possession of the Depart-
ment of Justice relating to Jeffrey Ep-
stein, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4405

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Epstein
Files Transparency Act”.

SEC. 2. RELEASE OF DOCUMENTS RELATING TO
JEFFREY EPSTEIN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Attorney General shall, subject to sub-
section (b), make publicly available in a
searchable and downloadable format all un-
classified records, documents, communica-
tions, and investigative materials in the pos-
session of the Department of Justice, includ-
ing the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
United States Attorneys’ Offices, that relate
to:

(1) Jeffrey Epstein including all investiga-
tions, prosecutions, or custodial matters.

(2) Ghislaine Maxwell.

(3) Flight logs or travel records, including
but not limited to manifests, itineraries,
pilot records, and customs or immigration
documentation, for any aircraft, vessel, or
vehicle owned, operated, or used by Jeffrey
Epstein or any related entity.

(4) Individuals, including government offi-
cials, named or referenced in connection
with Epstein’s criminal activities, civil set-
tlements, immunity or plea agreements, or
investigatory proceedings.

(5) Entities (corporate, nonprofit, aca-
demic, or governmental) with known or al-
leged ties to Epstein’s trafficking or finan-
cial networks.

(6) Any immunity deals, non-prosecution
agreements, plea bargains, or sealed settle-
ments involving Epstein or his associates.

(7) Internal DOJ communications, includ-
ing emails, memos, meeting notes, con-
cerning decisions to charge, not charge, in-
vestigate, or decline to investigate Epstein
or his associates.

(8) All communications, memoranda, direc-
tives, logs, or metadata concerning the de-
struction, deletion, alteration,
misplacement, or concealment of documents,
recordings, or electronic data related to Ep-
stein, his associates, his detention and
death, or any investigative files.

(9) Documentation of Epstein’s detention
or death, including incident reports, witness
interviews, medical examiner files, autopsy
reports, and written records detailing the
circumstances and cause of death.

(b) PROHIBITED GROUNDS FOR
HOLDING.—

(1) No record shall be withheld, delayed, or
redacted on the basis of embarrassment,
reputational harm, or political sensitivity,
including to any government official, public
figure, or foreign dignitary.

(¢) PERMITTED WITHHOLDINGS.—

(1) The Attorney general may withhold or
redact the segregable portions of records
that—

(A) contain personally identifiable infor-
mation of victims or victims’ personal and
medical files and similar files the disclosure
of which would constitute a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy;

WITH-
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(B) depict or contain child sexual abuse
materials (CSAM) as defined under 18 U.S.C.
2256 and prohibited under 18 U.S.C. 2252-
2252A;

(C) would jeopardize an active federal in-
vestigation or ongoing prosecution, provided
that such withholding is narrowly tailored
and temporary;

(D) depict or contain images of death,
physical abuse, or injury of any person; or

(E) contain information specifically au-
thorized under criteria established by an Ex-
ecutive order to be kept secret in the inter-
est of national defense or foreign policy and
are in fact properly classified pursuant to
such Executive order.

(2) All redactions must be accompanied by
a written justification published in the Fed-
eral Register and submitted to Congress.

(3) To the extent that any covered informa-
tion would otherwise be redacted or withheld
as classified information under this section,
the Attorney General shall declassify that
classified information to the maximum ex-
tent possible.

(A) If the Attorney General makes a deter-
mination that covered information may not
be declassified and made available in a man-
ner that protects the national security of the
United States, including methods or sources
related to national security, the Attorney
General shall release an unclassified sum-
mary for each of the redacted or withheld
classified information.

(4) All decisions to classify any covered in-
formation after July 1, 2025 shall be pub-
lished in the Federal Register and submitted
to Congress, including the date of classifica-
tion, the identity of the classifying author-
ity, and an unclassified summary of the jus-
tification.

SEC. 3. REPORT TO CONGRESS.

Within 15 days of completion of the release
required under Section 2, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall submit to the House and Senate
Committees on the Judiciary a report list-
ing:

(1) All categories of records released and
withheld.

(2) A summary of redactions made, includ-
ing legal basis.

(3) A list of all government officials and
politically exposed persons named or ref-
erenced in the released materials, with no
redactions permitted under subsection (b)(1).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. JORDAN) and the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4405.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we all support holding
bad guys accountable, and we are all
going to vote for this resolution, but I
think a little perspective is important.

Democrats have spent 6 months talk-
ing about Epstein, even though they
had 4 years to do something about it.

Mr. Speaker, why would they do
that? Why would they do that? Maybe
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