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RECOGNIZING KEOKUK AREA HOSPITAL PROJECT
FUNDING

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize the $825,000 in
community project funding I secured
to restore critical healthcare access in
Lee County through the Keokuk Area
Hospital project.

Since Keokuk lost its hospital in
2022, residents have faced delays in
emergency and specialty care. No com-
munity should be left without emer-
gency services or forced to travel over
an hour for lifesaving treatment.

This funding will help reopen emer-
gency services and create outpatient
specialty care, closing a major gap in
healthcare access and restoring the
safety net that Lee County deserves.
The CEO of Insight said that it was
pivotal in establishing these services.
This is about saving lives, strength-
ening rural healthcare, and giving fam-
ilies peace of mind.

I am proud to have secured this in-
vestment and will continue working to
ensure that rural Iowans receive the
same quality care as any American, no
matter their ZIP Code.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF CHERYL TATES MACIAS
HAMBY

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate the life and leg-
acy of Cheryl Tates Macias Hamby, a
devoted public servant, community
leader, and an example of what it truly
means to live a life of service.

Whether working in Congress or the
executive branch, she approached every
challenge with integrity and the belief
that public service is about improving
the lives of others.

Cheryl’s commitment to service ex-
tended far beyond her professional life.
In Prince William County and across
Virginia, Cheryl was a tireless volun-
teer and civic leader through her work
with the Rotary Club, the Scouts, and
numerous community organizations.

Cheryl also served as the chair of the
Prince William County Democrats and
brought people together, built bridges,
and inspired others to lead with heart.

Cheryl’s legacy and memory will live
on through all of the lives that she
touched and the communities she
strengthened. My heart goes out to
Cheryl’s family. May she rest in peace.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF J.

HAMILTON LAMBERT

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate the life and leg-
acy of J. Hamilton Lambert, a devoted
public servant, a steady leader, and a
Virginian who made lasting difference.

Through his many years of service, J.
Lambert focused on making local gov-
ernment work better for the people it
serves, and his service continued long
after his government career.
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Through his work with the Claude
Moore Charitable Foundation, he
helped create opportunities for young
people, especially those training for ca-
reers in medical fields. Thousands of
students have benefited from programs
that he helped to grow, giving them
the skills they need to build a brighter
future.

Mr. Lambert carried himself with hu-
mility, sharp insight, and a quick sense
of humor. He always, always put the
people around him first.

Mr. Speaker, his legacy will live on
in the people who he helped; the pro-
grams that he strengthened; and the
communities across Virginia, espe-
cially in Loudoun County, that are bet-
ter because of his service.

CONGRATULATING BRENTSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

GIRLS FLAG FOOTBALL TEAM

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate the
Brentsville High School girls flag foot-
ball team on winning the inaugural
flag football championship.

This fall marked the first year for
girls flag football as a club sport in
Prince William County, and girls flag
football is part of a growing trend. It is
one of the fastest growing sports in the
country.

Mr. Speaker, 12 Prince William Coun-
ty high school teams competed in an
eight-game season and a post-season
tournament.

On Saturday, the Brentsville Tigers
defeated Patriot High School 15-6, com-
pleting a perfect 11-0 season.

This victory for Brentsville High
School reflects their teamwork and de-
termination. They are really good. I
actually checked out some of their
highlights on YouTube. I encourage ev-
eryone to go to a game next year.

I congratulate the girls and Coach
Baltimore on their undefeated season.
They have made Brentsville and our
entire community proud.

HOPE AND OPPORTUNITY FOR SYRIANS

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to speak about a critical mo-
ment of hope and opportunity for the
Syrian people.

For the past decade, Syrians have ex-
perienced civil war, mass destruction,
hundreds of thousands of deaths, and
millions of displacements. With the fall
of the Assad regime and the transition
to a new administration, today we have
a window of opportunity to support the
Syrian people as they seek to achieve a
free and democratic future: a future de-
fined by economic stability, a future
strengthened by a robust infrastruc-
ture, a future fueled by thriving busi-
ness, and a future free from repression.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to support
legislation that offers sanctions relief
for Syria, opening the door to new in-
vestments from partners around the
world. It is my hope that, together, we
can turn this moment into a brighter
future for the Syrian people and for
Syrian Americans.

CONGRATULATING LIGHTRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

MARCHING BAND

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1

congratulate the Lightridge High
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School marching band for being invited
to march in the 2027 London parade.

This is a huge honor. This is a really
big deal, and they were actually the
first to be announced as being a part of
that parade of all of the high schools.

They are really good. Actually, I had
a chance to hear them perform live and
be there when they were awarded this
honor. They even played ‘Golden”
from KPop Demon Hunters. My Kkids
listen to that on repeat, and so I appre-
ciate them doing that.

I appreciate them representing our
community so well. I congratulate Dan
Adams and the entire Lightridge com-
munity.

Good luck in 2027.

RECOGNIZING VETERANS IN
TEXAS’ THIRD CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT

(Mr. SELF of Texas was recognized to
address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize 22 of our Nation’s finest
veterans.

These individuals are exceptional
American heroes who demonstrated
selfless commitment to serving our Na-
tion and their communities.

This is a moment to acknowledge
those who have sacrificed much and de-
voted all to safeguarding our country.
This year, Texas’ Third District is sa-
luting brave veterans who have exhib-
ited remarkable service, leadership, in-
tegrity, and dedication. These veterans
represent true role models within our
community, deserving our utmost re-
spect, acknowledgement, and honor.

The veterans from Texas’ Third Con-
gressional District receiving the 2025
Veteran Commendation Award are as
follows:

Sergeant Christopher Acevedo, U.S.
Army.

Captain Travis Mills, U.S. Army.

Major Gary Billings, U.S. Marine
Corps.
Second Lieutenant Charles

Neubecker, U.S. Army.

Master Sergeant Fernando Crugz, Jr.,
U.S. Marine Corps.

Senior Chief Petty Officer Vincent
Riggs, U.S. Navy.

Senior Airman David Davis, U.S. Air
Force.

Major Philip Shortino, U.S. Army.

Staff Sergeant David DuBay, U.S. Air
Force.

Senior Airman Danny
Air Force.

Staff Sergeant Robert DuBay, U.S.
Air Force.

Sergeant Willie Frank Stephenson,
U.S. Army.

Master Sergeant Patrick Ervin, U.S.
Air Force.

Captain Ean Sullivan, U.S. Marine
Corps.

Sergeant Ayman Hatkwa, U.S. Army.

Colonel Dick Thompson, Jr., U.S. Air
Force.

Sergeant Paul
Army.

Chief Petty Officer Michael Thomp-
son, Jr., U.S. Navy.

Stasik, U.S.

David Hoch, TU.S.
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Petty Officer Second Class James
Johnson, U.S. Navy.

Lance Corporal Frank Walker, Jr.,
U.S. Marine Corps.

Command Master Chief Petty Officer
Robert Jordan, U.S. Navy.

Gunnery Sergeant Nick Mendoza, Jr.,
U.S. Marine Corps.

Mr. Speaker, I salute these 22 vet-
erans. God bless them, and God bless
America.

HONORING CAPTAIN CAROL YOUNG MACGIBBON

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Captain Carol Young
MacGibbon, a distinguished graduate of
the United States Military Academy at
West Point.

Commissioned into the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers in 1980 as part of
the historic first class of female grad-
uates, Captain MacGibbon served our
Nation with distinction in leadership
positions in Germany and beyond.

Following her Active-Duty service,
Mrs. MacGibbon dedicated 22 years to
mentoring future Army leaders, assist-
ing over 165 candidates in earning ad-
mission to West Point. Since 2003, Cap-
tain MacGibbon has been a West Point
admissions representative.

Since 2006, she served as the congres-
sional district coordinator for Texas’
Third Congressional District. In that
capacity, she served as the West Point
liaison officer for three successive
Members of Congress, beginning with
Congressman Sam Johnson from 2006
to 2018.

Mr. Speaker, recognized by peers and
leaders alike, Mrs. MacGibbon received
the Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion Award from Congressman Sam
Johnson in 2017 and the Ray Colvin
Service Award from the West Point So-
ciety of North Texas in 2023.

Captain MacGibbon’s legacy of serv-
ice reaches well beyond her profes-
sional achievements. She met her late
husband, XKevin Vance MacGibbon,
while they were classmates at the
United States Military Academy, and
they married in October of 1981 after
graduation.

Captain Kevin MacGibbon served as
an infantry officer stationed in Ger-
many during the Cold War from 1980 to
1985, earning his Ranger tab and Air-
borne wings.

Together, they raised three children,
who continue the proud tradition of
military service, including officers and
graduates of West Point and the U.S.
Air Force Academy. The Army La-
crosse Endowment stands as a testa-
ment to the enduring commitment of
Carol and Kevin MacGibbon to the val-
ues of West Point and the U.S. Army.

Carol MacGibbon’s dedication to
West Point and to our Nation embodies

the highest ideals of Duty, Honor,
Country.
Therefore, I honor Captain Carol

MacGibbon for her lifetime of service
to the United States, to West Point,
and to the countless young men and
women whose lives she has helped
shape.

We extend our gratitude and best
wishes upon her retirement as academy
liaison officer for West Point.
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The enduring legacy Captain Carol
MacGibbon leaves at West Point stands
as a beacon for those who aspire to lead
and serve, ensuring that the academy’s
proud tradition endures for generations
to come.

May God bless Captain Carol
MacGibbon. May God bless the United
States of America.

————

WELCOME BACK

(Ms. STANSBURY of New Mexico was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to say: Welcome back to the House of
Representatives.

This is our first full week back after
the shutdown and the 54 days of lock-
out that we experienced here in this
Chamber, after a completely wasteful,
avoidable, and painful shutdown that
not only harmed families, workers, and
our communities but cost our country
billions of dollars. It did not result, ul-
timately, in the fight to end the at-
tacks on our healthcare.

Mr. Speaker, rather than coming
back this week after our shutdown, the
longest shutdown in history, to address
the real issues that were at the heart
of this debate—lowering healthcare
costs, addressing the healthcare cliff,
addressing the cost of food, and ad-
dressing the cost of housing—what are
we doing here this week? We are at-
tacking our public lands and opening
them up for oil and gas drilling.

This week, our colleagues across the
aisle, fresh from their multiweek vaca-
tion, have come with a whole slew of
special asks by special interests from
the oil and gas industry.

We have H.J. Res. 130, the Congres-
sional Review Act, to reverse a re-
source management plan that was de-
veloped with Tribal consultation and
public benefit to open the door to coal
development in an area where commu-
nities have been abundantly clear that
they do not want these attacks on
these public lands Dbecause of the
threats it poses to climate change, pub-
lic health, and to their future.

Why are they ignoring what these
communities have already said? Yet,
here we are voting on legislation this
week that would repeal community-
based strategies to protect our public
lands.

All three of the CRA measures that
are scheduled to be voted on this week
are literally put forward to open some
of our Nation’s most sacred and treas-
ured places. This includes opening pro-
tected areas in the Arctic that are not
only important to protect for ecologi-
cal reasons and wildlife but for cultural
reasons.

These are areas that our colleagues
know that Tribal communities have
fought for generations to protect.
These are areas that our colleagues
know are sensitive. These are areas
that we know during the first Trump
administration, when they tried to sell
them off to the lowest bidder, the oil
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and gas industry didn’t even want to
drill there.

Yet, here they are trying to reverse
the protections that have been put in
place to protect not only these impor-
tant lands in the Arctic, but these sa-
cred lands.

Mr. Speaker, these bills not only im-
pact these lands but are part of a larg-
er pattern that we see in this adminis-
tration of revoking previous protec-
tions that have been put in place to re-
spect not only the ecological impor-
tance of lands but also sacred places.

In fact, during the shutdown, Tribes
in my district received notice that the
administration was considering repeal-
ing the protections for Chaco Canyon.

Mr. Speaker, you should understand
what Chaco Canyon is. It is a global
World Heritage Site. It is a sacred site.
It is a place generations of Pueblo and
Dine Navajo people have come to pray.
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It is a place where on a cold morning
standing on top of the mesa over-
looking Pueblo Bonito, you can see the
ancient cities, kivas, and sacred sites
not just below but that stretch out
across a landscape as far as the eye can
see.

It is a place where you can walk in
the footsteps of people who built these
structures and you understand why it
is sacred. It is the ancestral homeland
of the Pueblo people. It is a place today
where religious leaders and community
leaders continue to come for their reli-
gious practices. It is a place that we
have fought to protect for generations.

Yet in the middle of the longest gov-
ernment shutdown, as Tribes could not
even get basic programs and services to
operate, could not figure out if their
grants and their programs were able to
continue to operate, could not get ac-
cess to lands that were important to
them, this administration had the gall
to send a letter to our Tribes saying
that they were going to revoke protec-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, I am here to say we will
fight back, and we will defeat this ef-
fort.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 30
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:
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