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it happens, that is authoritarianism. It 
is also when the government dictates 
what should and shouldn’t be said on 
television and whether they should be 
punished and using the power of the 
government to suppress free speech. 

The President then followed up and 
said that NBC should get rid of two of 
its late-night shows. CBS has canceled 
their late-night show. 

I don’t know what Johnny Carson or 
Jack Paar would think about all of 
this. I am sure Alec Baldwin wouldn’t 
like it, and President Trump didn’t 
like the way he treated him. Chevy 
Chase falling over Gerald Ford would 
probably put him in bad positions, too. 
Comedy is comedy. Free speech is free 
speech, and we shouldn’t step on it. 

God bless the First Amendment. 
f 

REAL SOLUTIONS FOR 
MANUFACTURING IN MICHIGAN 

(Mr. THANEDAR asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. THANEDAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about manufacturing. 
Manufacturing is not just what we do 
in Michigan. It is who we are. Detroit 
built the Motor City, the Big Three 
automakers, and America’s middle 
class. 

Today, when we still lead in auto 
manufacturing, Michigan faces some of 
the Nation’s highest unemployment 
rates while families are struggling with 
rising costs. 

Mr. Trump promised that tariffs 
would protect our jobs. Instead, they 
have driven up the cost of steel, alu-
minum, and auto parts while plants 
close and workers are left behind. 
When a plant shuts down in Detroit or 
Wayne County, it doesn’t just hurt the 
workers inside of it. It hurts every 
business, schools, and families. 

We need real solutions, like job train-
ing, stronger unions, and building the 
future of mobility right here in De-
troit. 

f 

RESTORATION OF FUNDING FOR 
CANCER RESEARCH 

(Mr. DESAULNIER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today as a survivor of stage IV 
cancer to express my astonishment and 
to object to the Trump administra-
tion’s cuts to American cancer re-
search. 

Over the last 50 years, the 5-year can-
cer survival rate for people like myself 
has risen from 49 percent to 68 percent. 
This is largely because of American 
taxpayers’ investment in the brilliant 
researchers at the National Cancer In-
stitute. 

The administration’s cuts to the Na-
tional Cancer Institute’s spending by 
$842 million in its first 7 months alone 
put that trend in jeopardy. Just as a 

return on investment, this is astonish-
ingly bad. For every $1 spent by Amer-
ican taxpayers at NCI, they get almost 
$3 back. Experts warn that we will lose 
a generation of scientists because of 
this recklessness. 

I urge the administration and my Re-
publican colleagues to reverse course, 
maintain our global leadership, and 
work toward a better future for the 40 
percent of Americans who will be diag-
nosed with cancer in their lifetimes. 

f 

HIGH UTILITY RATES BY FOREIGN 
MONOPOLIES 

(Mr. RILEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, utility bills 
are crushing upstate New Yorkers. I 
have seniors on fixed incomes who are 
cutting back on groceries and working 
parents who are cutting back on school 
clothes for their kids just to keep the 
lights on. 

Now the utility monopolies, which 
are owned by foreign corporations, are 
raising rates again. They are taking 
more and more money out of our pock-
ets, and they are sending it to foreign 
corporations to pad their profits. They 
have been getting away with it for 
years because they work the refs, hire 
lobbyists, and grease the politicians 
with corporate PAC checks. 

When I say that the system is rigged 
against the working class and in favor 
of special interests, this is what I am 
talking about, and it ends today. My 
Keep the Lights Local Act will ban for-
eign corporations from owning our 
utilities. 

Upstate New Yorkers, who are al-
ready struggling to get by, shouldn’t be 
forced to pay dividends to corporate ex-
ecutives sitting in board rooms half-
way around the world. 

Keep the lights local. We are going to 
take our power back. 

f 

HIGHLIGHTING FLAWED POLICIES 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. ROY of Texas 
was recognized for 60 minutes as the 
designee of the majority leader.) 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I would note 
just an observation: One of our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
who is a cancer survivor—and God 
bless him for it—was raising issues 
about government funding and about 
what funding should or shouldn’t exist 
and what this administration may or 
may not be doing to make sure our bu-
reaucracies are running efficiently and 
effectively and not wasting money. 

I say this as a cancer survivor, stage 
III, Hodgkin’s lymphoma, 13 years ago: 
I think research is important. I think 
we need to make sure there is solid re-
search. I think it can be driven heavily 
by the private-sector businesses who 
are incentivized to make money for de-
veloping lifesaving drugs, but it could 
be done in concert with governments 

and universities. What we don’t need is 
continued profligate Federal funding in 
order to achieve greatness. 

The Wright brothers, Henry Ford, the 
great inventors, the great industri-
alists, the great innovators in tech-
nology, the entrepreneurs out there, 
for the most part, are not doing that 
based on government funding and ac-
tion. They are doing it based on inno-
vation and hard work. That should be 
our model and approach. 

While I appreciate those who have 
gone through a terrible disease like 
cancer, as I did, as a number of people 
in this Chamber, and as millions of 
Americans across this country have 
done, it is not always a rationale for 
more government spending, more gov-
ernment action, and more government 
bureaucracy. 

I would note that the other colleague 
who came down and talked about high 
and rising energy prices, I too share 
some frustration about foreign-owned 
energy companies and utility compa-
nies. 

I would remind my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle that our energy 
prices wouldn’t be skyrocketing and off 
the charts had we not gone down the 
foolish road of massive subsidies for 
the so-called Green New Deal, which is 
more rightly called the green new 
scam, in which foreign companies, Chi-
nese companies, have been enriched be-
cause my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle wanted to pursue their rad-
ical agenda. 

Do you want to know why the price 
of energy is going up? It is because of 
Democratic policies and mandates, EV 
mandates, and mandates about solar 
panels and wind farms that are far less 
efficient than nuclear and clean-burn-
ing natural gas. Those things are driv-
ing up the price of energy for the aver-
age American and putting that money 
into the pockets of a handful of 
wealthy people and the Chinese. I con-
gratulate them, but my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle shouldn’t 
come whining to Congress about what 
they need in order to deal with high en-
ergy prices that my Democratic col-
leagues caused. 

That is the truth. 
The fact of the matter is that we 

need to do a lot better job of speaking 
truth here in this Chamber. As a num-
ber of my colleagues were debating a 
resolution honoring a friend to many of 
us, Charlie Kirk, who, as is well known 
now, lost his life last week, I am re-
minded of the importance of truth. 
Truth matters. 

Charlie stood for the proposition that 
you should go into the public square 
and put forward your ideas and put for-
ward what you believe is truth and 
then hash it out. He did so eloquently, 
thoughtfully, and engagingly with peo-
ple of all stripes: Black, White, 
straight, gay, male, female, whatever 
it was. He would engage with people on 
campuses and around this country to 
pursue truth. 
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b 1730 

Mr. Speaker, one of my favorite 
quotes is from Thomas Jefferson where 
he said that for here, we are willing to 
pursue truth wherever it may lead. We 
need to follow truth wherever it may 
lead, but you also have to have the 
courage to speak truth. 

Charlie Kirk, when he was engaging 
with Bill Maher, a skeptic, just earlier 
this year, said: ‘‘In China and, of 
course, in the Soviet Union, there was 
an anti-Christian movement. Very 
hardcore. What book do you think is 
best for humanity to live by? I say the 
Bible. The entire arc of the Bible is a 
story of love and a need for humanity’s 
redemption. The Bible has wisdom in 
ways you might not ever imagine. Hu-
manity will seek to find a book. They 
will seek to find a code to live by, and 
I think it is incumbent upon atheists 
to tell us what that should be.’’ 

Charlie Kirk earlier this year in 
April: ‘‘The mechanisms of a religious 
society are good for everybody. When 
somebody walks around and thinks 
that you were created and that you are 
not God, you tend to have better citi-
zens.’’ Charlie was not wrong. 

Earlier this year, Charlie Kirk, in a 
debate with an atheist: ‘‘I would argue 
you have a lot more faith than I do. 
You have a lot more blind faith to be-
lieve that everything around you, love, 
joy, peace, sadness, is all just a con-
struct of neurons firing in your brain. 
We, as Christians, have hope that we 
are going to see our loved ones again 
and that we will be in Heaven and that 
we will be in perfect peace and that 
this is not it. In fact, there is some-
thing even better awaiting us.’’ 

Also earlier this year with Bill 
Maher: ‘‘The greatest minds of history 
have been mesmerized by the Scrip-
tures: Isaac Newton, Thomas Aquinas. 
Isaac Newton wrote more about bib-
lical prophecy than even physics. And 
so there is something about the Scrip-
tures that are intellectual, that does 
push your limits. And that is what I 
think is so beautiful about our faith is 
it can be accessible to everyone, but in-
finitely nourishing in exploration.’’ 

Earlier this year, Charlie said about 
his goal of conservatism. He said: ‘‘You 
have to try to point them toward ulti-
mate purposes and toward getting back 
to the church, getting back to faith, 
getting married, having children. That 
is the type of conservatism that I rep-
resent, and I am trying to paint a pic-
ture of virtue, of lifting people up. 
. . .’’ 

In another exchange with Bill Maher: 
‘‘It defies reason to think that this is 
just a roll of the dice. When you see a 
baby come into the world, when you 
see how we naturally heal, when you 
see even consciousness itself, I think it 
is a pretty miraculous thing. To think 
that it is all just a bunch of happy ac-
cidents, I think it is more rational to 
think that it is a byproduct of design.’’ 

Four days before Charlie was shot, I 
think he tweeted out: ‘‘Jesus defeated 
death so you can live.’’ 

Earlier this year, Charlie said: ‘‘I 
want to be remembered for courage for 
my faith. That would be the most im-
portant thing. The most important 
thing is my faith.’’ 

I can go further. 
My point of sharing these things is 

the importance of us standing up and 
speaking truth. People say, Well, Chip, 
how can you say it is truth? It is just 
what you believe when you talk about 
your faith. 

Well, I, of course, believe it to be 
true. It is truth. Jesus did die so that 
we may live and Jesus lives. 

It is important that we remember 
our Nation’s founding and our Nation’s 
convictions and the spirit that binds us 
together as a Nation, actual spirit, in 
God we trust. We cannot be bound to-
gether as a Nation if we do not adhere 
to a commonsense set of principles and 
values, rooted in a collective faith, a 
collective faith in God Almighty. 

It does not mean that every indi-
vidual has to believe anything specific. 
It doesn’t mean that anybody has to go 
to church. It doesn’t mean that we 
have to go around doing something in 
violation of the First Amendment, 
which says you can believe what you 
want to believe, but the First Amend-
ment also does not stand for the propo-
sition that we should walk away from 
our collective faith. It does not do 
that. Nowhere in the First Amendment 
does it say that. 

How does a Nation conquer evil? How 
does a nation conquer Nazi Germany, 
Imperial Japan, the Soviet Union? Was 
it all because we just got together and 
decided to put together a military, or 
was there something bigger? Was there 
something more important? Was there 
a collective faith in the Almighty that 
bound us together and gave us the 
courage for those young men to walk 
into a wall of bullets at Normandy? 

People always ask me what is wrong 
with our country. Why is there so 
much division? When the Nation turns 
its back on God, when the Nation 
walks away from that collective faith, 
then do we really even have a Nation? 

A lot of people keep branding Charlie 
as a conservative activist. Sure. He 
unapologetically advanced his defini-
tion of conservatism, but remember, as 
I said, when he tried to define that con-
servatism, he talked about it in the 
context of faith. He said, as I said a 
minute ago: ‘‘You have to try to point 
them toward ultimate purposes and to-
ward getting back to the church, get-
ting back to faith, getting married, 
having children. That is the type of 
conservatism that I represent.’’ 

I got to be honest, that should be the 
essence of conservatism and the es-
sence of who we are. What point is 
there to living free if you are not ad-
vancing toward the kingdom of God? 

Charlie had courage to speak to this, 
to raise these issues to a lost genera-
tion, consumed into devices that are 
destroying the minds of our youth, de-
vices that I would wipe away from the 
face of the planet tomorrow if I could. 

I would, God’s honest truth. The Amish 
are on to something, but since I can’t 
do that, can we not at least recognize 
that these are poisoning our children? 

The first thought I had after I had re-
ceived word that Charlie was shot was 
to call my wife and to figure out how 
to get word to my son, also named 
Charlie, who I knew was an enormous 
fan of Charlie Kirk and who does not 
have social media or access to it on his 
telephone but is around a lot of friends 
who do. I wanted to get word to him 
not to look at anything because I knew 
immediately that the horrific images 
would be spread around instantly, and 
no children should be watching that. 

b 1740 
That is just one example of millions 

every day polluting the minds of our 
children, coarsening our culture, 
breaking us down, addicting our chil-
dren to devices instead of engagement, 
conversation, life, family, and being 
outside. 

We are at each other’s throats be-
cause we have turned our backs on 
God. We are at each other’s throats be-
cause nonstop there is a deluge of im-
agery and horrific thoughts that are 
flooding into the in-boxes and into the 
visibility of our children and, frankly, 
ourselves. 

Charlie Kirk was correct, that we 
have to focus on getting back to 
church, getting our Nation, our fami-
lies, and our communities back to 
church. Would that this Sunday every-
body that is going to be at a National 
Football League game or parked in 
front of a TV watching an NFL game, 
would that every single American 
doing that would be in church with de-
vices off, TVs off, having supper with 
their families, which society would be 
stronger? 

The fact of the matter is, when I had 
to tell my son that, unfortunately, 
Charlie had passed, and he asked if 
that was formally known in public, and 
I said: Yes, he is gone. I am sorry, 
buddy. 

He said: I would have loved to have 
met him one day. Then he sent me a 
Bible verse that said: Therefore, my 
dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 
Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the 
Lord because you know that your labor 
in the Lord is not in vain. First Corin-
thians 15:58. 

Well, thank goodness his mom is 
doing something right. 

A lot of people have asked me why 
one of my first reactions in light of all 
this was to raise the prospect of an or-
ganized, radical left that has been fo-
menting the targeting of people that I 
care about, people like Charlie Kirk, 
groups like the Family Research Coun-
cil, targeting families and commu-
nities and our way of life, Chip, why 
would you do that? Aren’t you just 
sowing more division in calling for a 
select committee to investigate the or-
ganized efforts of the radical left? 

Actually, I think it is the opposite of 
that. I started this talking about the 
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need to pursue truth. Our job in Con-
gress, in part, is oversight and inves-
tigation, and pursuing truth and expos-
ing it to the American people. 

It is a problem that organizations 
like the Southern Poverty Law Center 
creates hate maps in which they tar-
geted the Family Research Council a 
decade ago resulting in an individual 
shooting it up and a security guard 
getting shot right here in D.C. or Char-
lie Kirk’s organization, TPUSA, being 
put on that same map with a target 
being put on their backs. Antifa is 
known to be radicalized and engaging 
in terrorist activities, which the Presi-
dent recognized just yesterday, I be-
lieve rightfully. 

The extent to which there is an ex-
traordinary network funded not just by 
George Soros but a large number of 
radical billionaires that are funding or-
ganizations dedicated to putting into 
office DAs and judges who put crimi-
nals on the street, who allow dangerous 
criminals to walk among us in our 
communities, on trains in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, where a young woman 
from Ukraine was butchered by some-
one who had been in and out of jail, ar-
rested 14 times. 

It is not just an accident. It is not 
just one random DA or judge or, oh, 
George Soros funded one election. It is 
a coordinated effort to put DAs and 
judges and other law enforcement offi-
cials into places in communities—in-
cluding in the communities I represent 
in Austin and San Antonio and 
throughout Texas—purposely to then 
have organizations like the Wren Col-
lective, which is now known through 
reporting just this week from the Law 
Enforcement Legal Defense Fund, put-
ting out the known networks where 
they are going in and telling these DAs 
and prosecutors precisely what to do, 
precisely how to get people back on the 
streets sooner or not prosecute them at 
all. The result of this is that dangerous 
individuals are walking among us and 
hurting us and our loved ones, which is 
a direct threat to the security of our 
Nation. 

Yes, I think we should investigate 
that. Yes, I think we should get to the 
bottom of that. Yes, I want to know 
how those dollars are flowing. Yes, I 
want to know why the people of San 
Antonio have to be turned upside down 
or the people of Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, have to be turned upside down be-
cause a radical group of billionaires are 
funding organizations that are funding 
these people to be put on our streets. 

How about our borders? Should we 
not know the flow of the dollars, of the 
coordinated network through the 
United Nations and through inter-
national organizations and through 
supposedly religious organizations, or 
the 250 organizations that our friends 
at the Center for Immigration Studies 
put out, demonstrating the network 
that was responsible for dumping mil-
lions of people into our communities, 
including violent gang members from 
around the world that resulted in the 

death of Americans, Americans like 
Jocelyn Nungaray, Americans like 
Laken Riley, Americans like Rachel 
Morin? I could go down the list of peo-
ple who were killed, abused, assaulted, 
or harmed because a radical group of 
leftists decided that open borders for 
their political purposes was more im-
portant than your safety and security 
as Americans. 

Yes, I think we should have a select 
committee or an organized effort 
among the Judiciary Committee and 
the Oversight Committee to expose 
this network, to expose the funders, to 
expose the people who are doing this 
purposely to undermine your security 
as a nation. Yes, we should know that. 
The only question is why isn’t every 
single Representative in this body 
standing up and saying: Yes, I agree? 

I agree with Vice President JD VANCE 
and Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Mil-
ler. They put forward plans to go after 
leftist nongovernmental organizations 
in the wake of Charlie Kirk’s murder. 
The Vice President said: We are going 
to go after the NGO networks that fo-
ment, facilitate, and engage in vio-
lence. We are going to channel all the 
anger that we have over the organized 
campaign that led to this assassination 
to uproot and dismantle these terrorist 
networks. 

The Vice President is correct. My 
friend, Stephen Miller, is correct. The 
President is correct to be declaring 
antifa a terrorist organization. Enough 
is enough. Enough with the disruption 
of our Nation. For those who say this is 
somehow clamping down on speech: 
Wrong. You can say virtually anything 
you want to say in this country, but 
number one, there is consequences to 
that, including getting fired and hav-
ing television shows canceled because 
there is a limit to what a society 
should have to take. 

b 1750 

If you are going to say crazy things, 
then there can be a consequence to say-
ing those crazy things. That is okay. 

No, it is not interfering with your 
First Amendment rights to say that 
you cannot engage in effecting a con-
spiracy to foment violence—including, 
by the way, the riots in 2020—in the 
false name of supposedly healing racial 
division or in the name of certain lives 
mattering because we want to divide 
our country further. 

Organizations funded for a specific 
purpose, to create instability and to 
undermine our way of life and our free-
doms, should be investigated. Leftwing 
groups that are providing material sup-
port to that kind of violence should be 
investigated. 

They say, ‘‘CHIP, why just leftwing 
groups? Why not rightwing groups?’’ 
Fine. Go look at any groups fomenting 
said violence. 

All I know is, in the wake of Charlie 
Kirk getting shot, I didn’t see the 
streets around this country burning. I 
didn’t see people’s businesses and live-
lihoods getting looted, destroyed, and 

burned, from Minneapolis to California 
to our Nation’s Capital. I didn’t see 
statues getting toppled and tossed into 
water. I didn’t see spray-painting and 
destruction of public monuments and 
statues. 

What I saw was prayer. What I saw 
was people coming together in defense 
of their collective belief in God and 
their belief in this country, but willing 
to not just say we need unity for the 
sake of it. 

I am tired of that. I am tired of this 
nonsense where they say, ‘‘Come to-
gether. We must unite. We need unity.’’ 
Unity for what? Unity under what? 
Unity under a Constitution, under a 
flag, and under God, yes. In defense of 
a country with shared values, yes. Not 
unity for the sake of it, not turning the 
other cheek to a lawless bunch of orga-
nizations designed to take down and 
destroy our way of life and our coun-
try, to undermine our faith, undermine 
our country, undermine our freedoms, 
because that is what we see. 

You have to be blind to ignore it, and 
you have to be willful in that blindness 
to ignore the conspiracy and coordina-
tion to dismantle so much of what 
made this country great, to target in-
stitutions of faith; to target people for 
their conservative views and beliefs; to 
destabilize our society; to put crimi-
nals on the streets; to import people 
from around the world with criminal 
backgrounds and gang members for 
your own crass political purposes, to 
try to pack your districts and try to 
expand your voter base. 

It is not working because this admin-
istration and those of us who have 
stood up to fight and expose this are 
seeing to it that we are removing peo-
ple from this country who should be re-
moved, securing the border so that peo-
ple aren’t flowing across it, standing 
with law enforcement, securing our 
communities, backing the blue, restor-
ing safety and security, not just in our 
Nation’s Capital but around the coun-
try, making this country a place where 
you can achieve the American Dream 
again, but only if we are willing to 
take on these organizations that are 
still causing the lawless to be walking 
among us. 

That resulted directly in the death of 
a Ukrainian refugee who thought she 
could live the American Dream. It was 
taken away from her because people 
were purposely put on the street who 
are dangerous. There is no other way to 
look at that. That is literally what 
happened. 

I know that there is going to be a lot 
more conversation and speeches about 
Charlie coming up, but I will close with 
this. In a 1981 speech, which is hard to 
believe was almost 45 years ago, Presi-
dent Reagan declared liberal pro-crimi-
nal policies rooted in ‘‘utopian pre-
sumptions about human nature.’’ ‘‘For 
all our science and sophistication, for 
all our justified pride in intellectual 
accomplishment, we must never forget 
the jungle is always there waiting to 
take us over.’’ 
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He observed that the liberal belief 

that criminal justice is solely for reha-
bilitation instead of incapacitation and 
deterrence is rooted in ‘‘a belief that 
there was nothing permanent or abso-
lute about any man’s nature . . . and 
that by changing his environment, we 
could permanently change man and 
usher in a great new era.’’ 

President Reagan was right. There is 
a place appropriately for forgiveness 
and rehabilitation, but there is not a 
place for allowing the rampant, law-
less, and dangerous to be walking 
among our families and our commu-
nities, and our borders to be wide open 
to endanger our societies for this crazy 
notion of some utopian nonsense or, 
worse yet, a purposeful use of this tool 
for political purposes. 

I applaud the President for what he is 
doing for trying to secure our country. 

I call on my colleagues to band to-
gether to expose to the American peo-
ple these organized efforts that are un-
dermining our security and our way of 
life—targeted specifically at us. It is 
high time that we expose it. It is high 
time that we do something about it. 

If we learned anything from what we 
saw unfold that resulted in the murder 
of Charlie, it is that we go find the peo-
ple that are just as guilty as the young 
man that pulled that trigger, the peo-
ple who are just as guilty because they 
created that environment. They fo-
mented the radicalization and the cre-
ation of an environment where that oc-
curred knowingly, knowingly desta-
bilizing our society in the process. 

f 

WHY I CAME TO CONGRESS 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. CROW of Col-
orado was recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the minority leader.) 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GOLDMAN of Texas). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, almost 7 

years ago, I came to Congress to serve 
my community, my State, my fellow 
veterans, and the country that I deeply 
love in a different way than I served it 
on the battlefield. When I put the uni-
form on as a teenager, I swore an oath 
to the Constitution, and I stand here 
today to uphold that oath. 

I came here to represent a State that 
has been racked with trauma: Col-
umbine, Aurora Theater, Club Q, Boul-
der, and, most recently, Evergreen 
High. 

I came here because, like so many of 
my fellow veterans, I harbor deep re-
sentment for our wars that cost thou-
sands of lives, trillions of dollars, and 
decades of lost opportunity. 

b 1800 
Mr. Speaker, I came here because the 

American working class has been gut-
ted, left behind, and excluded from the 
American Dream, while the elites grow 
wealthier than ever. 

Together with my colleagues from 
both sides of the aisle, I came to Con-
gress, assuming that we could solve 
these problems together. We could have 
open and safe debates in a free society. 

Instead, I have seen two impeach-
ments, an insurrection, a pandemic, 
cyberattacks, social unrest, political 
assassinations, mass shooting after 
mass shooting, wars, tumultuous elec-
tions, and a rapid collapse of our social 
fabric. 

In the last 9 months, the Republican 
majority has given up the power and 
the responsibility of Congress to serve 
the American people and has turned 
this Congress into nothing more than a 
rubber stamp for Donald Trump. 

We should do what we were sent here 
to do. We should make people’s lives 
better, but the Republican majority 
has stopped that. The lives of average 
Americans everywhere are getting 
much worse. 

Prices are skyrocketing. Homes are 
unaffordable. Consumer debt is surg-
ing. Unemployment is rising. Credit 
scores are plummeting. Family farms 
are going under. Gun violence con-
tinues to devastate our schools and our 
towns. 

While Americans struggle, Donald 
Trump and his family are cashing in at 
our expense. They accept endless gifts 
from businesses and foreign nations, 
including a $400 million jet. Individuals 
are charged $500,000 to join a private 
club for access to Trump officials. 

Mar-a-Lago and the White House 
Rose Garden have been turned into a 
pay-to-play destination for the wealthy 
and well-connected. Meme coins are 
issued so investors and foreign individ-
uals can buy influence and personally 
enrich the President and his family. 
All of this has added billions of dollars 
to Trump’s wealth since becoming 
President. 

While Americans get poorer and 
Trump gets richer, something darker is 
happening. The walls of our democracy 
are being disassembled brick by brick. 
Federal troops are patrolling our 
streets to intimate and instill fear. 
Senators and Members of Congress are 
thrown to the ground, handcuffed, ar-
rested, and intimidated. They are fir-
ing our most experienced generals and 
admirals who may simply disagree 
with the President. 

They are purging military officials 
who find themselves on the wrong side 
of the President’s cronies. They are 
threatening American cities with war 
and violence. They are attacking civil 
society, journalists, and public serv-
ants who show independence or speak 
freely. 

They are censoring media because 
someone dares to question or make a 
joke about the President. They are 
snatching people off the streets with 

masked agents in unmarked vehicles. 
They are forcing American troops to 
get on their knees and roll out the red 
carpet for a brutal dictator. They are 
now using a terrible tragedy to pit 
Americans against one another and 
grab power. 

Mr. Speaker, political violence in 
every form is abhorrent. I condemn 
every single act of political violence, 
regardless of its source or its motiva-
tion. 

I went to war three times for this 
country to defend the Constitution and 
the rights of people to say things I 
might disagree with. The right of every 
American to speak freely, peacefully, 
organize, and protest is fundamental to 
who we are. After all, what is more 
American than the ability to question 
authority? Questioning authority is, in 
fact, how we came to be a Nation. 

We all lose when free and open debate 
is replaced with violence or threats. We 
must not lose our right and our respon-
sibility to speak up against abuses of 
authority. 

Power in America has always been 
cyclical. At one time, one party is in 
power. The next moment, another is. 
That is why we must all protect it all 
of the time and not just when it is con-
venient for us. 

Everyone must defend the ability of a 
minority, Republican or Democrat, to 
question and protest, because at some 
point, we will need that right. That is 
why an attack on one person’s freedom 
is an attack on all of us. 

That is exactly what Donald Trump 
is doing. He is attacking all of our 
rights. Donald Trump and his cronies 
are now labeling those who disagree 
with him terrorists, scum, and enemies 
of the State. Only they will decide 
what is hateful. Only they will decide 
what poses a threat. Only they will de-
cide who can speak and who will be si-
lenced. 

If anyone thinks they are safe just 
because it is happening to someone else 
this time, they are not paying atten-
tion to history. Donald Trump and his 
cronies have attacked anyone, includ-
ing rightwing media and politicians, 
simply for questioning them. 

The point for Trump is not to ad-
vance an ideology. It is to silence dis-
sent and anyone who would dare speak 
up. When dissent is silenced, they can 
turn our government and weaponize it 
into an institution that serves only 
Donald Trump and enriches those who 
are loyal to him. 

In a system where the rule of law is 
replaced with raw power and governed 
by grievance, greed, cruelty, and impu-
nity, nobody is safe. 

This is not just a story of a Presi-
dential power grab because that was 
envisioned by our Constitution. That is 
why it was written the way it was. It 
was written to prevent power grabs. 
There are people with power right now 
allowing this to happen. 

As Trump tramples on the Constitu-
tion, some of our most elite and power-
ful individuals and institutions are 
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