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Mr. Trump says that he is going to
make sure he eliminates taxes on So-
cial Security. That is another major
problem. Of course, we have that in a
bill that is before this body. The dif-
ference is we pay for it. Mr. Musk and
Mr. Trump don’t want to pay for it be-
cause what they want to do with that
money is provide another tax break for
the wealthy on the backs of everyday
working Americans who have done this
throughout their lifetimes.

Mr. Speaker, I hope everybody in this
Chamber finds some spine, stands up,
and takes a vote on Social Security.

———

COMING TO CROSSROADS OF A
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. SUBRAMANYAM) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I
rise because we are at the crossroads of
a constitutional crisis.

While I represent and fight for tens of
thousands of Federal workers and con-
tractors in my district, this affects
every single American.

There is a Treasury takeover. Every
man, woman, and child’s most personal
information is in the hands of people
who have no real vetting or formal role
in our government. They have control
of the Federal Government’s payment
systems. They can now decide which
programs, projects, and contractors get
funded. That is unconstitutional.

Federal agencies authorized by Con-
gress are being cut without any input
from Congress. That is unconstitu-
tional.

All Federal spending was frozen with
little warning to Americans. That is
unconstitutional.

The Federal workforce is being in-
timidated and decimated before our
eyes, which is illegal.

We are damaging our country in a
way that could take years, if not dec-
ades, to recover.

Cutting TUSAID undermines our
standing in the world and keeps us less
safe. Cutting funding for agencies and
nonprofits that feed kids or run essen-
tial services will make us less healthy
and less secure. Firing Federal workers
and contractors will lead to a brain
drain in our government and hurt
every single function of our govern-
ment.

This is not rightsizing or downsizing
of government. This is dumb-sizing of
government. How do I know this? I
know these Federal workers and con-
tractors personally. I see them at the
grocery store, farmers market, and
school drop-off. They take an oath to
our country to keep our government
running and, most importantly, keep
us safe. They often take lower salaries
out of a sense of duty to their Federal
citizens.

They don’t care who is President.
Why? Federal food safety should not
stop because of who is President. Dis-
aster relief should not stop because of
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who is President. Veterans’ benefits
should not stop because of who is
President.

Federal workers make America work.
They make America great.

At a townhall last night in my dis-
trict, these Federal workers shared
their stories. Their stories were fright-
ening and should alarm all Americans.
We had one constituent who is a nu-
clear scientist. We can’t get rid of a nu-
clear scientist and expect to replace
that expertise ever again.

This is a constitutional crisis. What
are we going to do about it? That is
what the people want to know.

There must be real oversight and ac-
countability for this administration,
especially when there are dangerous in-
cursions into Congress’ powers and
independence as a legislative branch.
We must introduce legislation, hold
hearings, speak out, and do everything
possible to make sure that this stops.

I am introducing legislation to pro-
tect Federal workers, prevent unneces-
sary agency relocations, and stop un-
constitutional actions that undermine
our democracy and the separation of
powers.

If citizens are listening at home, they
should know that their voice matters.
When people spoke up about the Fed-
eral freeze, they backed down. Our con-
stituents should speak out, use their
voice, and push back because the time
for action is now. Join me.

——
0 1230

TARIFFS AND TRADE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the peo-
ple of northwest Ohio and the Great
Lakes region, which is heavily indus-
trial and agricultural, overwhelmingly
oppose the Trump administration’s ill-
conceived trade war with Canada,
Ohio’s top fair trade partner and our
largest fair trade partner.

Apparently there is a plan for a 1-
month pause with this tariff relation-
ship with Canada, but remember, Can-
ada has been critical to the automotive
industry, the lumber industry, the oil
industry, the truck industry, every sin-
gle industry you can think of, and now
we are not sure what is going to happen
in 1 month.

There is an old expression that says
don’t break what doesn’t need fixing.
There is another stronger adage that
says don’t shoot yourself in the foot.

The administration’s imposition of
tariffs across our Great Lakes region
adds up to a big lollapalooza-sized mis-
take. It will cause prices to rise, unem-
ployment to increase, and act as a
throttle to economic progress across
our Great Lakes region. Rising tariffs
will put a brake on our region’s econ-
omy and strong, two-way trade part-
nership. They put a 25 percent tariff at
the northern border, right, but with
China it is 10 percent. That is 25 per-
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cent among free traders and 10 percent
on those that don’t exercise in a man-
ner that creates free trade.

Indeed, the U.S.-Canadian trade part-
nership is the strongest economic
growth engine in our part of the Amer-
ican continent. With meager help from
Washington, except for President Ei-
senhower’s investment in our region
after World War II, our region’s eco-
nomic growth has been hard-fought, es-
pecially recently.

Far too often, firms here have been
disinvested and traded away by Wall
Street, Big Tech, and Washington big-
wigs who don’t understand our region’s
free market struggle. All those billion-
aires simply love shipping our jobs to
penny-wage nations, and I am truly
surprised President Trump has joined
them.

Great Lakes region economic growth
across the U.S.-Canadian border has
been hard-fought, not exploitative.
Middle-class jobs have grown here, al-
beit far too slowly, and tariffs will
cause a downdraft on economic growth,
rising prices, and lost jobs.

The investor class has been shipping
out our jobs everywhere in the world.
Growing jobs in our mid-continent
freshwater economy requires coopera-
tion, not upending U.S.-Canadian rela-
tionships that have taken decades to
build in both our nations. Frankly,
both coasts have made it harder for us
to ship through the Great Lakes St.
Lawrence Seaway. This is wrong. We
should be allowed to compete fairly.
Let the President go to that thought.

Our Nation should stand for free
trade among free people. Imposing tar-
iffs on North American companies that
are struggling to meet penny-wage
global competition is driving our econ-
omy backwards.

President Trump should study the
trade numbers. Data from the U.S.
Census Bureau shows that of the
United States’ top 15 trading partners,
Canada is the fourth smallest contrib-
utor to the U.S. trade deficit compared
to countries like China, Mexico, and
Vietnam, each of whom engage in un-
fair and exploitative labor practices.

Focus on the nations with whom we
have mammoth trade deficits, like
China. Don’t hurt North America.
Rethink the administration’s costly,
unnecessary burden on our Great
Lakes region which the President car-
ried. The President should be helping
us, not hurting us.

As a result of Trump’s tariffs, the
prices and costs of doing business al-
ready are rising. Layoffs will occur.
You will see more foreign cars flood
into our country as China will increase
shipments of its low-wage produced
goods.

Across our Great Lakes States of
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana,
Wisconsin, Illinois, New York, and
Minnesota, let our people remember
President Trump’s ill-conceived tariff
edict. President Trump is driving up
costs in our trusted two-way U.S.-Can-
ada trade relationship. Our Great
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Lakes coastal economy, the heart of
industrial and agricultural America
from Duluth to Toledo to Buffalo,
doesn’t need this stress and lurch into
reverse.

Canada is our Nation’s largest fair
trading partner and Ohio’s biggest
trading partner. Our region will work
with any President and Prime Minister
to reinvest in our Nation’s industrial
and agricultural base. Why not focus
tariffs on China where the trade gap is
enormous and there is no fair trade, or
Mexico where the wages and the gap of
wages is horrendous compared to our
country? Why pick on the middle-class
and hard-laboring people of the Great
Lakes?

We live in a fair market economy. We
should. Rising tariffs will only cripple
economic growth here, and the Trump
administration has just shot itself in
the foot again. Our Nation’s trade gaps
need to be fixed with far too many un-
fair penny-wage nations and exploita-
tive trade relationships.

Don’t pick on our part of the coun-
try. Don’t break what doesn’t need fix-
ing.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 36
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

——

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

You are the Lord. There is no other.
On this day, may we appreciate that all
that surrounds us is of Your making.
All that lives and breathes finds its life
in You.

May we look for the ways You call us
to participate in Your creative work in
the world, to desire to be laborers in
Your vineyard, stewards of the bounty
You have generously bestowed on us.

May we dedicate ourselves to give
our best efforts to reveal the creative
reality of Your peace, Your justice, and
Your love around the globe and in our
communities.

So, in our appreciation for what You
have done, our participation in what
You are doing, and our dedication to
what You in Your grace plan will do,
may we prove faithful this day.

In Your sovereign name, we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
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ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RECOGNIZING WORLD CANCER
DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
World Cancer Day.

Today, on World Cancer Day, we
unite to raise awareness, show support,
and reaffirm our commitment to the
fight against cancer.

This disease knows no boundaries. It
touches every community, every fam-
ily, and too many lives, including my
own.

Today is not just about recognizing
the challenge but strengthening our re-
solve. It is about honoring the fighters,
survivors, and those that we have lost.
It is about supporting researchers, doc-
tors, caregivers, and advocates who
work tirelessly to improve treatments,
find cures, and bring hope.

Cancer may be a formidable oppo-
nent, but we are not powerless. Early
detection, better treatments, and con-
tinuous advancements are saving lives.
Awareness leads to action, and action
leads to progress.

Whether it is through fundraising,
supporting a loved one, or promoting
healthy lifestyles, each of us has a role
to play.

Mr. Speaker, let’s commit to stand
together as we move closer to a world
where cancer is no longer a devastating
diagnosis but a challenge that we over-
come.

————
PROTECTING AMERICAN TAX-
PAYERS’ SENSITIVE INFORMA-
TION

(Ms. ANSARI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ANSARI. Mr. Speaker, day after
day, Donald Trump is abusing power,
breaking the law, and tearing apart our
Constitution.

Trump has handed over the govern-
ment to Elon Musk, an unelected bil-
lionaire who does not care about the
American people.

Trump has given Musk and his cro-
nies extensive access to confidential,
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personal information across all Federal
agencies, including the Treasury. The
Treasury makes 1.5 billion payments a
year to taxpayers, businesses, and sen-
iors, everything from Social Security
benefits to tax refunds, Medicare, and
Medicaid.

Musk now has access to Americans’
confidential tax refund information,
which includes their names, Social Se-
curity numbers, and home addresses.

That is why I am headed to Treasury
this evening to stand up for Arizonans’
privacy and to stand up for our democ-
racy.

As a member of the House Oversight
Committee, we are calling out this
breach of law, privacy, and national se-
curity on behalf of the American peo-
ple.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LOUDERMILK). Members are reminded
to refrain from engaging in personal-
ities toward the President.

————
TRUMP TACKLES FENTANYL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Donald Trump has been Presi-
dent only 2 weeks, and he is delivering
on his Promises Made, Promises Kept
on behalf of the American people. I
know firsthand of his courage, as I led
the House delegation for the opening of
the American Embassy in 2018 in Jeru-
salem.

The failed policies of Biden-Harris
have left American families in danger

of illegal aliens bringing in lethal
drugs, including fentanyl.
Yesterday, President Trump an-

nounced a deal that the Mexican Gov-
ernment will deploy thousands of Mexi-
can troops to the border. Canada is im-
plementing new protective commit-
ments. House Republicans are taking
action, voting on the HALT Fentanyl
Act, led by Congressmen MORGAN GRIF-
FITH and BOB LATTA.

Sadly, the regime in Tehran is defi-
ant, having sent assassins to murder
Donald Trump as war criminal Putin
has ignored peace initiatives with
record rocket attacks on civilians in
Ukraine, and Putin state television has
shamefully broadcast nude pictures of
America’s First Lady, Melania Trump,
who is so beloved.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Trump is reinstituting existing laws to
protect American families with peace
through strength.

———

PROTECTING TREASURY PAYMENT
SYSTEM

(Mr. MIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
because Elon Musk, an unelected bil-
lionaire, is repeatedly and blatantly
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