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Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to welcome to America
His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew. He is the spiritual head
of the second-largest Christian church
in the world and leads over a million
Greek Orthodox in the U.S. He is here
this month to meet with government
leaders and to receive the distinguished
Templeton Prize.

Throughout His All-Holiness’ decades
as Ecumenical Patriarch, he has
sought to bring together people of all
faiths to combat religious intolerance
and enhance understanding. He con-
vened an interfaith international con-
ference on Peace and Religious Toler-
ance in Istanbul. The conference
brought together Christians, Jews, and
Muslims to find ways to encourage un-
derstanding and peaceful coexistence
among followers of the three faiths.

The Patriarch has been honored also
by the United Nations, the European
Union, and dozens of governments, uni-
versities, and institutions. In 1997, he
was honored with the Congressional
Gold Medal.

Mr. Speaker, I welcome His All-Holi-
ness to the United States.

———

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
JIM EDGAR

(Ms. BUDZINSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the incredible life of
former Illinois Governor Jim Edgar.

Governor Edgar was a mentor and a
true public servant, but most of all, he
was a dear friend.

As a graduate of the University of I1-
linois’ Edgar Fellows Program, I had
the privilege of seeing firsthand how
Governor Edgar brought people to-
gether. He had a rare gift for bridging
divides, encouraging voices from all
perspectives, and helping us discover
common ground on even the most dif-
ficult issues.

Governor Edgar led Illinois with in-
tegrity, compassion, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to the people of our
State.

Governor Edgar was a voice of rea-
son, a champion of civility, and an un-
wavering advocate for collaboration.

In today’s era of division and polit-
ical turmoil, his example of steady
leadership and his voice of wisdom will
be profoundly missed. His passing is a
loss felt across the political spectrum
and throughout Illinois.

Mr. Speaker, my thoughts are with
his wonderful family, especially Bren-
da, Brad, and Elizabeth, along with our
entire State, as we mourn his passing
and celebrate his extraordinary life.

CELEBRATING CONSTITUTION DAY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, today,
we celebrate Constitution Day.

Constitution Day is observed on Sep-
tember 17 each year. It was originally
passed as a law in 2004 for citizens to
remember the founding document, our
Constitution, and the hard work they
did in Independence Hall back in 1787
to give us the pieces that are really im-
portant to our American citizenship.

This law requires educational insti-
tutions and Federal agencies to com-
memorate and teach about it in
schools. It is very important that
schools emphasize the Constitution,
how we got here, and how it is the core
of our existence as a free nation.

We have to know about the Constitu-
tion as it protects our rights, but it can
only do so if we protect the Constitu-
tion.

I commemorate each day a person
whose rights weren’t protected. Iryna
Zarutska was a refugee from UKkraine
killed needlessly on a train in North
Carolina by a guy who had been re-
leased 14 times for other crimes.

Mr. Speaker, I wish we could have
protected her more. We have a lot to
do.

————
RECOGNIZING JENNIFER DENSON

(Ms. HOYLE of Oregon asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to recognize a member of our com-
munity doing incredible work to com-
bat hunger in Eugene: Jennifer Denton.

Since 2015, she has led as executive
director of Burrito Brigade, a volun-
teer-driven nonprofit that has hand-de-
livered hundreds of thousands of warm,
nutritious meals to hungry people
across Eugene and Springfield. She also
created Free Little Pantries, giving
neighbors a way to share food directly
with those in need.

During COVID, she launched Waste
to Taste, a free, no-questions-asked
grocery store that now serves more
than a thousand families each month.

Time and time again, Ms. Denson has
stepped up to serve our most vulner-
able neighbors. Her grassroots work
has touched thousands of Oregonians
and should serve as an inspiration to
all of us.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Jennifer for her
contributions and am grateful to have
her in our community.
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SUPPORTING FARMERS

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, when the
cost of farming rises, it is not just a
challenge for our farmers, but it is a
challenge to our Nation’s security be-
cause agriculture is the foundation of
America’s strength and stability.

During the district work period, I
visited the Herr Farm, a fifth-genera-
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tion farm, and visited with the north-
west Indiana farmers and members of
the Indiana Soybean Alliance and Indi-
ana Corn Growers Association.

At that time, they shared with me
during harvest time their grave con-
cern for skyrocketing input costs, such
as insecticides, fertilizers, and nitrates.
These rising costs of goods and services
driven by tariffs and the simultaneous
loss of export markets caused by those
same tariffs are threatening our eco-
nomic livelihood.

On top of this, challenges with access
to workers through the H-2A program
leave them uncertain if they can sus-
tain their operations at all. These men
and women feed our Nation and power
our economy. Yet today many do not
know if they will be able to sustain
their business for tomorrow.

As we take up fiscal year 2026 appro-
priations and agriculture legislation, I
am committed to working with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to en-
sure all of our farmers get the support
they need to continue their essential
work.

—————

DEVASTATING HARM CAUSED BY
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. KAPTUR of
Ohio was recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today
what a privilege it is to join with a
dear dozen Members from across the
Congressional Labor Caucus and Con-
gressional Steel Caucus to address the
devastating harm the Trump adminis-
tration and DOGE have exacted on peo-
ple, our communities, the cost of liv-
ing, and job losses across our Nation.

Job loss and the withholding of fund-
ing by the Trump administration of
awarded contracts, Federal contracts,
withdrawing those from investment
across our country, has caused real
ruptures in district after district after
district. We are going to summarize
just some of those tonight.

Today, the Federal Reserve lowered
interest rates by a quarter percent.
Why did they do that? It was to soften
the ongoing damage of an unsteady
economy.

From our region of northwest Ohio
all the way to Illinois, New Jersey,
New York, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Maryland, Michigan, Hawaii—the list
is long—please listen to the stories of
real U.S. companies, workers, and com-
munities that are being devastated by
job losses and broken promises. Mean-
while, inflation and prices are steadily
on the rise due to the GOP’s reckless
tariffs.

First, we must ask why the Trump
administration is stopping the invest-
ment of billions upon billions of dollars
in projects that were awarded to make
America great again. The answer is the
Trump trade war. Well, but then on top
of that, this tariff regime is raising
prices on everything for American
households. The American people are
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being squeezed hard every time they
try to buy a home, buy a car, afford
health insurance, go to the grocery
store, or go shopping for clothes, toys,
tools, and school supplies. It is a re-
ality that our Nation functions under
the weight of unfair global supply
chains.

While we can all agree that it is
great to manufacture as much as pos-
sible in America, that requires real in-
vestment in companies and in their
workforce. It means building new fac-
tories and production capabilities that
can compete in the 21st century.

For example, in my district of north-
west Ohio alone, the Trump adminis-
tration just canceled $107 million in in-
vestment for three major projects
aimed at modernizing U.S. manufac-
turing production and distribution. All
of those projects were debated and
passed last year in both Chambers of
Congress under regular order. They
were the result of compromise within
the Budget and Appropriation Commit-
tees, as well as the authorizing com-
mittees, and then advanced to the floor
for a vote in both the House and the
Senate. That is called regular order.

They were signed by the President
and awarded—first of all, they were
vetted inside these departments and
awarded, then, based on merit back in
March of 2024. In essence, they were
legal, following standard procedure,
and were regulated by Federal agencies
with receivables awarded and contracts
signed.

The recent appointees to the Cabinet
agencies, however, reneged on all of
these promises. That is not just unfair,
it is a breach of legal contract. These
breaches of contract for strengthening
U.S. manufacturing included $45.1 mil-
lion taken from Libbey Glass in To-
ledo, Ohio; $16 million taken from
Kraft Heinz in Fremont, Ohio; and $57.3
million taken from Owens-Illinois
Glass, which is headquartered in
Perrysburg, Ohio, and also operates a
facility in Zanesville, Ohio.

These cancellations, these upendings
hurt Ohio manufacturing jobs. The
Trump administration should recon-
sider where and who is being harmed.
These projects based in our country
were part of 24 projects approved by
the Department of Energy for a total of
$3.7 billion to modernize and make
more efficient facilities across America
to combat fierce foreign competitors
like China, Mexico, Korea, and others.
Make America Great Again means in-
vesting in America to improve and
modernize here at home.

I have other companies to mention
who had the rug pulled out from under
them, but I yield now to the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. BUDZINSKI)
from Illinois’ 13th District, who is vice
chair of the Labor Caucus. I thank her
for participating.

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Congresswoman KAPTUR for
cohosting this Special Order hour
alongside me today.

I rise today for my district, for our
economy, for our workers, and for our
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clean energy future. Last year, my dis-
trict in central and southern Illinois
had investments through the Inflation
Reduction Act that would have been
transformational.

Take the $32 million investment
awarded to the Kraft Heinz facility in
Champaign. This was the single largest
award among the 10 sites approved
under the Kraft Heinz $170 million
grant from the Department of Energy.
These funds would have reduced emis-
sions from this plant by 99 percent. Yet
this administration chose to cancel
this project, along with countless oth-
ers, simply because it did not fit their
political agenda.

This story isn’t unique. Today, you
will hear from other Members whose
districts received the same frustrating
news. It is not just canceling funds to
help companies modernize and
decarbonize. It is canceling tax credits
to help union workers find jobs and to
help working people keep the lights on.

The President’s so-called big, beau-
tiful bill isn’t beautiful. It is a big,
ugly joke. The only thing this bill does
is hand out tax breaks to billionaires
while making it harder for working
people to get by.

As we know, the bill canceled tax
credits designed to lower people’s en-
ergy bills, transform our Nation’s clean
energy economy, and create thousands
of good-paying union jobs.

The administration called these in-
vestments wasteful spending. I am here
to tell you that they are wrong. Good-
paying union jobs are not a waste.
Building the clean energy infrastruc-
ture of tomorrow right here in America
is not a waste. Across the country,
there were thousands of clean energy
projects planned, underway, or just fin-
ished that would have benefited from
the IRA incentives tied to good labor
standards.

To get the full tax credit, these
projects needed to meet wage and ap-
prenticeship requirements. This was a
huge chance to raise pay and improve
job quality for clean energy workers
nationwide. Estimates show that with-
out these tax credits, $5622 billion in
planned clean energy investments are
now at risk. More than $263 billion of
this is wind, solar, and energy storage
facilities, while $110 billion of an-
nounced clean energy manufacturing is
at risk.
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This will have direct implications for
Illinois. For our State, eliminating
these tax credits means losing 21,000
potential jobs by 2030.

These tax credits are more than just
financial incentives. They are lifelines
for working families and for working-
class communities. Without these tax
credits, families’ energy bills will go up
around $110 next year and over $400 per
year in the next 5 years.

Yet, this administration has
prioritized tax cuts for billionaires
over support for everyday Americans,
leaving families struggling to make
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ends meet in an increasingly difficult
economy.

This is not just unfair. It is wrong. If
this administration truly cares about
working people, now is the time to act.
Now is the time to invest in families,
create jobs, and invest in a clean en-
ergy future.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Congresswoman and Labor Caucus
members for participating this evening
and for their tremendous leadership,
and I thank them for being with us to-
night and telling this story.

Mr. Speaker, when we had the joint
session here not so many months ago, I
said to the new Vice President, who
ran from the State of Ohio as a Sen-
ator, then-Senator JD VANCE, now Vice
President VANCE, please don’t forget
Ohio.

The biggest of the cancellations of
these investments that was stolen back
in Ohio by the Trump administration
was another major Ohio company, steel
producer Cleveland-Cliffs.

Please let me remind folks that steel
helps create America’s spine, certainly
for manufacturing, and Cliffs traces its
roots in our Great Lakes region back
to 1847. Get ready for this: Their can-
celed project amounted to over $500
million, half a billion dollars, in an in-
dustry where China manufactures four
times as much as the world uses and
then strategically dumps, including in
countries like ours, and diverts produc-
tion in order to get in here through the
back door.

Shockingly, Vice President VANCE
himself helped cancel this hydrogen-
based modern steel project in his own
hometown of Middletown, Ohio.

Our Ohio community knows that
China produces way too much steel and
knows exactly how to wipe out ele-
ments of production. Thus, the Vice
President’s actions make absolutely no
sense.

Mr. Speaker, also joining us this
evening is Congressman BILL FOSTER, a
real leader, including in the scientific
community, and he represents, as co-
chair, the Research and Development
Caucus.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. FOSTER).

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman KAPTUR and Congress-
woman BUDZINSKI for giving us a
chance to set the record straight on
President Trump’s abject failure to re-
store the strength of U.S. manufac-
turing, perhaps his number one cam-
paign promise.

I am best known around here as
being the Ph.D. physicist in Congress.
Before that, I was a manufacturer.

When I was 19 years old, my little
brother and I started a company in our
basement with $500 from my parents.
That company now manufactures more
than half of the theater lighting equip-
ment in the United States. Our com-
pany does hardware, software, sheet
metal, wiring harnesses, and customer
support. We have kept all of those
manufacturing jobs in the TUnited
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States, and it is something I am very
proud of.

I think it is significant also that
now, 50 years after we started that
company, due to an employee stock
ownership plan, it is 100 percent owned
by the employees who built the com-
pany.

I know how to create jobs, and I
know that with what President Trump
and his administration are doing, they
are not going to deliver. I am, unfortu-
nately, not surprised.

Why is this? I think it is best sum-
marized, actually, by paraphrasing the
pithy tweet of Elon Musk when he said,
You guys, meaning you guys on
Trump’s tariff team, haven’t built
squat, though he was a little more rude
in his choice of words.

The point I want to make is that this
is not new. The ignorant tariffs that he
is applying come from the fact that
they simply don’t get it with manufac-
turing because none of them—think
about it. There is no one on the Trump
tariff team who has ever built anything
in their career. They are a bunch of fi-
nance people. They are a bunch of real
estate dealers.

If you are a real estate dealer, it is a
very different kind of job than a manu-
facturer. If you are a real estate wheel-
er-dealer, what you want to do is rook
your counterparty. You succeed as a
real estate wheeler-dealer if your
counterparty goes away angry. I tell
you what, if you are a manufacturer,
the last thing you want is an unhappy
customer.

Democrats understand that the real
job creators in this economy are cus-
tomers, and we understand that cus-
tomers come from the middle class.

For time immemorial, the Repub-
lican Party has been about sucking
money out of the middle class to pro-
vide giant tax cuts for the very
wealthy. We can see how that has
ended time and again for manufac-
turing employment in the TUnited
States.

Here is the history: Here we have,
since before I was born, the history of
U.S. manufacturing employment, de-
pending on which party held the Presi-
dency. You can see the huge job in-
crease when FDR—that was when we
were coming out of the Depression,
which is understandable. It continued
through President Truman. Then, it
went down when the Republican
Dwight Eisenhower took over. Then, it
went up strongly under President Ken-
nedy, down under President Nixon, up
in Carter’s administration, down in
Reagan’s administration, and down
again in Bush the elder’s administra-
tion. It went up during the Clinton ad-
ministration and down strongly during
George Bush’s administration. That
was, frankly, because of the historic
mistake that was made by both parties
to let China into the World Trade Orga-
nization without having an under-
standing that they should obey the re-
quirements of good membership in the
WTO and not manipulate their cur-
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rencies. That is not what President
Bush was about.

Then, it went up, of course, during
President Obama, down during the first
Trump Presidency, and up during the
Biden Presidency. Now, of course, it is
trending downward again in the Trump
Presidency, so this is not a surprise.
This is something that is really, I
think, easy to understand because of
the basic philosophy of the Republican
Party.

This is just the data in a bar graph,
just the same thing.

In Presidency after Presidency, when
the middle class is strong, demand is
strong, and manufacturing is strong.
Manufacturing employment follows.

This is not rocket science. This is
simple, basic economics. A strong mid-
dle class yields strong manufacturing
growth and strong manufacturing em-
ployment. It is a lesson that we have
had to learn again and again in the his-
tory of our country, and I hope we re-
member that history and don’t forget
it in the future.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Congressman for participating and
for that excellent information that we
will share across both Chambers.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. MRVAN), a Steel Cau-
cus vice chair and a Labor Caucus
member from the great State of Indi-
ana in the industrial north.

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ms. KAPTUR for bringing us together.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in great urgency
to voice the concerns of hardworking
families in Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District.

Communities across northwest Indi-
ana are feeling the economic hardship
and uncertainty brought on by this ad-
ministration’s policies.

I was proud to support the bipartisan
infrastructure law, which awarded $1
billion for a clean hydrogen hub that
would create thousands of jobs in
northwest Indiana. BP’s o0il refinery
prepared to make a private investment
of over $6 billion. Members of organized
labor created apprenticeship programs
to ensure we had the workforce to
bring this project to fruition, but the
so-called big, beautiful bill terminated
the clean hydrogen production tax
credit, causing BP to put the project
on indefinite pause for reasons related
to economic uncertainty.

These policies are conscious deci-
sions to create confusion, hesitation,
and uncertainty, not just in hydrogen
production, but also the challenges for
our auto industry to grow and for the
outsourcing of American steel produc-
tion and our national security to the
highest foreign bidder.
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Mr. Speaker, the loss of American
manufacturing jobs is a direct result of
the administration’s failed economic
policies that harm hardworking fami-
lies in my district.

Just today, I met with the equipment
manufacturers from Indiana. They
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make essential products in the con-
struction, automotive, energy, and ag-
ricultural industries. Rising costs on
inputs, market uncertainty, and dis-
ruption in supply chains are harming
these businesses and putting millions
of good-paying jobs at risk.

When costs for these businesses rise,
so does the cost of living for the fami-
lies across the country. I believe that
targeted tariffs such as section 232 is
not only a national security issue but
boosts domestic manufacturing. Many
steel workers in the steel industry in
my district rely on our ability to com-
bat unfair trade practices from China
and elsewhere that flood our markets
with heavily subsidized and cheaply
made products.

Mr. Speaker, we must have a more
surgical and sector-based approach to-
ward our trade policies; or we will con-
tinue to see job loss in the manufac-
turing sector, rising costs at the gro-
cery store, and long-lasting impacts on
our economy.

I will continue to work across the
aisle to find middle ground to make
sure we support our working families
and that we lower the costs to live in
northwest Indiana, in Indiana, and the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, it is our responsibility
to create domestic manufacturing that
creates jobs so those individuals can
have a healthcare policy and so those
individuals can have an economy that
grows and works for them. Again, I
thank Congresswoman MARCY KAPTUR
for leading us today.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman MRVAN.

I have traveled over to Indiana many,
many times. When I first ran for office,
it was part of the Congressional Steel
Caucus and remained one. I saw the
U.S. steel industry crushed, and I have
spent my entire career trying to help
rebuild it in America. Mr. Speaker, 1
am so proud to serve with Representa-
tive MRVAN because I know he shares
that same commitment. I thank him
for coming down to the floor tonight.

After Mr. TONKO’s presentation, I will
turn to Representative VAL HOYLE
from Oregon’s Fourth District. She is
also a vice chair of the Congressional
Labor Caucus.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. TONKO), the Rep-
resentative from upstate New York and
also a member of the Congressional
Labor Caucus.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman KAPTUR for leading us
in this evening’s discussion. I offer
heartfelt thanks for the drive she pro-
vides for economic development and,
perhaps more importantly, economic
recovery. I thank her for her intellect.

Mr. Speaker, in New York’s capital
region, we know the value of hard work
and the dignity that comes with a pay-
check, a steady paycheck. I think that
is driven somewhat, perhaps greatly,
by the DNA of our Nation, which is the
pioneer spirit. People are just about in-
novation. They want to discover and
create a stronger economy.
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It is also inspired in upstate New
York because I represent the eastern-
most portion of the Erie Canal. This is
a bold vision that connected a great
ocean, the Atlantic, with the Great
Lakes. It allowed for not only the
strengthening of the port of a small
place called New York—New York
City—but gave birth to a necklace of
communities dubbed ‘‘mill towns” that
became the epicenter of invention and
innovation. They not only inspired a
westward movement but addressed fa-
vorably the quality of life of people
across the great world.

Mr. Speaker, all of this is a part of
history and now underpins the oppor-
tunity to grow an innovation economy.
Yet, under the Trump administration,
working people are being betrayed.
Reckless tariffs and political maneu-
vers have created chaos for manufac-
turers, for farmers, for scientists, and
union workers alike.

We saw the promise of good-paying
jobs in offshore wind manufacturing at
our ports. Yet, instead of stability, this
administration issued stop-work orders
and launched sham investigations that
have chilled the industry.

Some manufacturing projects are
pressing forward; but others have been
forced to walk away, robbing our re-
gion of jobs, stalling clean energy de-
ployment, and denying New Yorkers
the growth that they were promised.
This loss is not confined to New York’s
20th, my congressional district.

Across the Nation, 142 clean energy
projects have already been threatened,
delayed, or canceled. This puts at risk
nearly $87 billion worth of investment
and more than 91,000 good-paying jobs.

The same story is unfolding in re-
search and innovation. For decades,
Federal funding has fueled jobs, dis-
covery, and partnerships amongst uni-
versities, business, industry, and man-
ufacturing. Cuts are now forcing cam-
puses to lay off researchers and driving
businesses to look elsewhere for sta-
bility.

With world-class universities, a surge
of semiconductor investment, and
transformative projects like the EUV
accelerator at New York CREATES,
the capital region is at the cutting-
edge of the innovation economy.

When Federal support for these insti-
tutions and industries is threatened, it
doesn’t just hurt today’s jobs. It jeop-
ardizes tomorrow’s breakthroughs, our
competitiveness, and the livelihoods of
the next generation.

This is about whether America leads
in clean energy, advanced manufac-
turing, quantum computing and semi-
conductors, or cedes those opportuni-
ties to competitors abroad. We are sup-
posed to win all the races and make us
great again. We are falling behind in
competition.

Construction workers, researchers,
manufacturers, and students are ready
to build the next generation of Amer-
ican industry. Instead of investing in
them, this administration is pulling
the rug out from under them. This is
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not just bad policy. It is a cruel be-
trayal of working people.

We owe it to our workers, our com-
munities, and the future of American
innovation to end these destructive
policies and commit to building it all.
Let’s take our history to remind us
that we are at our greatest when we
embrace and reach to the pioneer spirit
in all of us.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman TONKO for his time. He is
such a leader. He doesn’t have to be
here this evening, but I know how hard
he works on his committee and on his
subcommittees. I know how grateful
the people of New York are to have his
service here.

I thank him for helping to trace the
history of the Great Lakes-St. Law-
rence Seaway, which connects his part
of America, all the way west to Duluth,
Minnesota. It takes us to the Atlantic
and to the world. I thank him so very
much for being here tonight, and it is
an honor to serve with him.

Mr. Speaker, before I call on Con-
gresswoman HOYLE, I thank her for
coming. I am reminded, as I was listen-
ing to Congressman TONKO, there is a
plaque way up practically at the top of
the ceiling here. We have to have real-
ly good eyes to see it.

For those who can’t be with us in the
Chamber tonight, let me remind them
of the quote of Daniel Webster, one of
the Founders of our Republic, who
called on us to: ‘“‘Let us develop the re-
sources of our land, draw forth its pow-
ers, build up its institutions, promote
all its great interests and ask whether
we also in our day and generation may
not perform something worthy to be
remembered.”’

That is why we are here tonight.
Each of us is working in our regions to
perform something worthy to be re-
membered. It is quite painful when the
President of the United States and his
minions inside the administration take
away something that was legally
passed, signed, juried, awarded, and
then taken back.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE), who
represents Oregon’s Fourth Congres-
sional District and is the vice chair of
the Congressional Labor Caucus. Coast
to coast, New York to Oregon, I thank
her for joining us.

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Representative KAPTUR for
yielding time.

Across the central and south coast of
Oregon, where I represent, we have
seen the real consequences of the
Trump administration’s reckless tariff
policies. These aren’t just bad eco-
nomic choices. They have created rip-
ple effects that hurt working families
up and down the supply chains.

Mr. Speaker, 99.4 percent of busi-
nesses in Oregon are small businesses.
These are small businesses and manu-
facturers who utilize parts from all
over the world.

Rising costs due to the erratic tariff
policy of this administration are in-
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creasing their costs, which means that
they have to increase their costs to
consumers. That means that we are
losing market share here and abroad.

We also have our world-class
winegrowers, and they are facing fall-
out from the tariffs against some of
our closest allies such as Canada,
which alone makes up nearly half of
Oregon wine’s export market. Over-
night, those sales went away.

The impact doesn’t stop at the vine-
yard gate. It hurts the farmhands tend-
ing the fields, the bottlers, the dis-
tributors, the small retailers, and the
restaurants that proudly serve Oregon
wine.
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Some of our manufacturers are also
closing up shop and moving offshore to
avoid the tariff uncertainty, so the
pain spreads to our machinists and our
welders and also to the parts makers,
the shippers, and the communities
counting on those paychecks. That is
because people in my District earn
their money by the hour, not off of
stock dividends.

The through line is clear. These poli-
cies have created uncertainty at every
level of our economy. They don’t just
take away jobs. They destabilize the
entire supply chain and the commu-
nities behind it.

Oregon workers and businesses de-
serve better. They deserve policies that
strengthen industries instead of pulling
the rug out from under them. They de-
serve to know that Congress is stand-
ing with the workers to keep our com-
munities running.

Today is the day that we remember
the Constitution. The Constitution has
directed that Congress should be the
ones determining tariffs. It is Congress.
The majority has handed away our con-
stitutionally given duty to an adminis-
tration that is now hurting jobs in my
district and across this country.

I am proud to stand with the Con-
gressional Labor Caucus tonight to
make sure their voices are heard and to
fight for an economy where every
worker, from the mill floor to the vine-
yard to the factory line, has the secu-
rity and the respect that they have
earned.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Congresswoman so much for par-
ticipating and for her focus on tariffs
and how devastating those have been.

In our part of the country we call
ourselves the Great Lakes nation, and
we work with Canada in almost a
seamless economy. We are the third
largest economy in the world.

These tariffs are wreaking havoc
every time parts cross the border. Just
in automotive, for example, a part can
cross the border seven times from Ohio
to Ontario, Canada, and back again and
back again and into Michigan, so we
really are being harmed deeply every
day by these tariffs.

I wanted to just place on the record a
few extra details of the plight of
Libbey Glass in Toledo, Ohio, in my
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hometown. I mentioned that $45.1 mil-
lion was canceled by the Department of
Energy to Libbey Glass, and it was part
of $6 billion in funding through the De-
partment of Energy for industrial
decarbonization.

This is where America lost so much
ground, as Congressman FOSTER talked
about, to China. We are trying to re-
build the muscle of America. The com-
pany was going to retrofit its plant
with a new electric furnace technology
to reduce CO, emissions significantly.
The award aimed to add to the capac-
ity of the plant that still operates in
its original facility and creates living-
wage jobs in the heart of Toledo, Ohio.
They call Toledo the Glass City. It is
our identity, but now that opportunity
has been quashed unnecessarily, so
carelessly and thoughtlessly.

Instead of new, modern furnaces that
could have lasted more than a decade,
the plant will be forced to invest in less
efficient and environmentally un-
friendly furnaces that will last for 2 to
3 years only.

Because the Trump administration
has cut the funding for 2025, the firm
will be forced to spend even more in
2028, 2031, 2034, and 2037. You get the
picture, Mr. Speaker. It is backwards
math that just doesn’t add up. It means
America becomes less competitive in
manufacturing. That does not make
America great again.

Please, please, Trump administra-
tion, pay attention to the details. I
don’t think the President would want
this outcome. I think there must have
been a blip somewhere in the bureauc-
racy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the distin-
guished gentleman from the Fourth
District of Maryland (Mr. IVEY).

Representative GLENN IVEY is a dis-
tinguished judge, as well as a very
great intellect, and I am very grateful
for his participation this evening.

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentlewoman for hosting
this Special Order today and for the
great work that she has done on behalf
of the State of Ohio and for the Nation.
We serve on the Appropriations Com-
mittee together, and I have had a
chance to see her do outstanding work
on a firsthand basis, so I want to thank
her for her service.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today on behalf of
hardworking public servants who were
using their expertise and training for
scientific advancement that could save
lives and preserve American leadership
in technology and innovation. Unfortu-
nately, the Trump administration
forced them out of their jobs and out of
their laboratories.

I had a chance to meet with many of
these individuals over the last few
months. We had a job fair in my dis-
trict not that long ago, and a couple of
people came through had a chance to
chat with me. Unfortunately, we didn’t
have anything that met the caliber of
the background and expertise that they
possessed.

One was a Ph.D. researcher at NIH
who had been doing clinical trials on
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Alzheimer’s research. She told me that
what had happened was she had been
laid off. Everybody in her lab had been
laid off. So what that meant was the
trial that they had been running for
years got shut down.

As we all know with clinical trials,
Alzheimer’s, cancer, and others—and I
will come back to those—these aren’t
light switches, Mr. Speaker. We can’t
just flip the switch and start it back.
In some of those instances, we have to
start from scratch.

Alzheimer’s is a disease that I have a
special interest in. It killed my father.
I watched him waste away from Alz-
heimer’s, and I now pay closer atten-
tion to the impact that that disease
can have and the way it ravages thou-
sands of people every year across the
country. Instead of doing the research
to find a cure for Alzheimer’s, their
laboratory got shut down.

Medical devices was another one. I
met a gentleman who was a mechanical
engineer. He had been trained and
earned his Ph.D. in research. He
worked for the Federal Government. I
believe he was at the FDA, if I recall
correctly. He did tests to make sure
that the medical devices that were up
for approval had been tested and actu-
ally worked the way that they did.

He gave me an example. He said that
pacemakers were one of those. There
are people who are trying to make in-
novations with respect to these kinds
of medical devices. The job at his office
was to make sure that these worked
the right way and were safe and effica-
cious. His lab got shut down.

I met another individual. She had a
master’s in public health. She got
fired. You won’t imagine how ironic it
was, Mr. Speaker. She got fired, and
she was doing work on measles. Just at
the time they had the major outbreak
in Texas, she was laid off, and her
group was canceled out as well.

The New York Times, just last week-
end I believe it was, published a cover
story on their magazine about losing
the war on cancer. As you know, Mr.
Speaker, the United States has been
one of the leading innovators with re-
spect to research, and cancer has been
a huge focus on that research. We have
been doing outstanding work there and
making huge strides forward.

As I mentioned a moment ago, I am
a cancer survivor, and I was a bene-
ficiary of the fact that we had innova-
tions that changed the way that treat-
ment was provided just in time for
when I came along. That was 20 years
ago. However, now we are shutting
those clinical trials down, and that ar-
ticle lays it out clearly and sadly.

It was a little ironic. Mr. Speaker.
You may recall that here in this Cham-
ber, President Trump gave a speech. It
looked kind of like a state of the
Union, but it wasn’t actually that ad-
dress, but there was a young boy up in
the seats over there who was a cancer
survivor. He had him stand up. He gave
him a badge from, I think it was, Se-
cret Service and celebrated his sur-
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vival. Just a few days later, the Trump
administration terminated research for
pediatric cancer.

We have to find a way to make sure
we don’t lose the competition with
China. I just mentioned medical issues
there, but the Trump administration is
doing so many things with respect to
research and development and high
tech.

China, on the other hand, as we heard
from one of my colleagues a moment
ago, is pushing employees. They are de-
veloping them. They can’t develop
them fast enough, and they are pushing
them into research and work with re-
spect to artificial intelligence and
quantum computing, while here in the
United States, especially in the last 9
months, we are doing everything we
can—well, the Trump administration is
doing everything it can, it would seem,
to limit the number of people who can
go into this kind of work. They are
cutting back on the grants that would
allow people to do the research, and
they are cutting the funding for people
who are going to school to earn their
Ph.D.s to pay for their education.
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China is doing the exact opposite. To
the extent the United States has been
behind on creating its own researchers
and developers here in the United
States, we have had a lot of people
come from overseas, people who are
doing outstanding work, but they come
from other countries. Then the Trump
administration decided it wanted to
cancel their visas.

Some of the attacks on Harvard, in
particular, the big threat was: We are
not going to let you have international
students come to study. The result of
that was, international students from
all around the world who are the top of
the line, doing outstanding work, this
is the next generation we want to help
and have them come. Many of them
come to the United States from other
places, and they like it here so much
they stay. They build their careers.

In fact, many of the research and in-
novation entities that we have in the
United States are run by people who
have come from overseas, immigrants
who have come to the United States.
But we are forcing them away, scaring
them away, and pushing them to other
countries.

You have got to believe the other
countries are welcoming them with
open arms. I was just talking to a
group who trains doctors, medical doc-
tors. They said the people that we
train here, they are being pulled away
to other countries now because they
can complete their medical training,
g0 work overseas, the medical training
gets covered, and so they can get their
medical education done and then go to
work and have a chance to be success-
ful and provide the type of medical
care and treatment that we want to
have here in the United States, but we
are losing that, as well.

We have got to make sure that we do
everything we can to preserve the in-
stitutions and the departments and
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agencies that are doing great work
here in the TUnited States. NASA,
NOAA, FDA, and NIST are all doing
great work. The universities we have
got here are doing great work on the
R&D front. That is the only way we are
going to be able to win the competition
with China. That includes AI, quantum
computing, and high-tech. Those are
the places that gave us the lead that
we have in software and in the com-
puter industry. GPS and LASIK were
spinoffs of R&D that was worked on at
NASA. Instead of building that up, the
Trump administration is laying people
off.

Mr. Speaker, 445,000 Federal employ-
ees lost their collective bargaining
rights. As the Senate report pointed
out, in forcing out tens of thousands of
people who worked for the govern-
ment—many of them doing the science
and tech work that I just talked
about—the Democratic staff report
calls it: The $21 billion blunder, ana-
lyzing the waste generated by DOGE.

DOGE didn’t focus only on science
and tech, but its impact has been reso-
nating there for sure in a very dam-
aging way for the United States.

We need to work together to force
the Trump administration to see the
error of its ways. We need to make sure
that we get back on track so that we
can win the competition with China,
preserve our leadership role in the
world, and build on the great advances
that we have had here in the United
States.

Let’s get to work.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman IVEY. We sure are glad
that cancer research resulted in ex-
tending his life for these many decades
because we sure need him here in Con-
gress. His constituents have really
elected a great man here. I thank him
so much for being here tonight and
working with us to bring these issues
before the American people.

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to the
time remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ScHMIDT). The gentlewoman from Ohio
has 17 minutes remaining.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentlewoman from New Mexico
(Ms. STANSBURY), who is an active
member of the Labor Caucus.

I will say to anyone who is listening
to us here this evening, these Members
have worked all day. They started very
early this morning. You can say they
are doing a double shift, in my part of
the country. They haven’t eaten din-
ner. I just want the American people to
know that there are Members of Con-
gress who work very hard, who respect
our Constitution, and who respect the
laws of this country. It is now almost
nearly 8 o’clock in Washington, D.C.,
moving on that, and they are here to
represent you.

Congresswoman STANSBURY is amaz-
ing, and I thank her for joining us.

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, it is
like the changing of the seasons. There
is a consistent pattern across our econ-
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omy year after year. Democrats rescue
and build an economy that empowers
workers, that invests in American-
made jobs, that invests in our infra-
structure and our people just as we did
in passing the largest bills in genera-
tions over the last several Congresses:
the bipartisan infrastructure bill, the
CHIPS and Science Act, and the Infla-
tion Reduction Act, which not only in-
vested millions of dollars in commu-
nities all across the United States but
created countless jobs and opportuni-
ties for our people.

Just like that, a President like the
current President comes in, just as he
has done twice, and drives up the def-
icit, borrows against our children’s fu-
tures, and takes American taxpayer
dollars to give billionaires permanent
tax credits. Unemployment rises, fami-
lies fall behind, and the damage is
done. Then we are called upon to pick
up the pieces once again, put people
back to work, and restore stability to
our economy.

If you are wondering what season we
are in now, all you have to do is take
a look at the headlines: ‘‘Grocery infla-
tion highest since 2022 as Trump tariffs
pile on.” Or this one: ‘‘Poorer Ameri-
cans hit hardest as tariffs fuel price
rises.”

Mr. Speaker, it is a cold winter for
families across America under Trump’s
America, under his failing economic
plan, and tariffs that are not even legal
and which this House of Representa-
tives, under the GOP, voted yesterday
on a rule with language to abrogate
their constitutional authority to rein
him in. I watched them flip the votes
on the floor as they gave away our con-
stitutional authority to hurt American
workers.

Long-term unemployment is reach-
ing heights we haven’t even seen since
the beginning of the pandemic. Grocery
prices are more expensive than they
have ever been. Inflation is forcing
Americans to live on credit cards.
Housing is so expensive that young
people can’t even move into their own
homes. People can’t access the most
basic healthcare in this country right
now. That is Trump’s economy.

As we take stock of where this econ-
omy stands today, I think it is pretty
damn clear why Donald Trump went
bankrupt six times. He is literally
bankrupting this country and the hard-
working people that are its backbone.
The livelihoods of our communities are
on the line, not poker chips in one of
his Atlantic City casinos.

These are farmers, ranchers, working
people, families whose lives hang in the
balance.

In New Mexico, our farmers are being
crushed under the weight of these tar-
iffs, losing export markets, watching
the USDA programs, that once pur-
chased homegrown, healthy foods to
put into our schools and food banks,
dry up.

Here is another headline:
“Farmageddon. Many U.S. farmers are
warning that they are at a breaking
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point,” a breaking point, just like our
families, farmers who depend on reli-
able markets.

When the President imposes tariffs
on our allies, depending on which way
the wind is blowing on any given day,
he forces hardworking people in this
country into financial ruin.

The result is only the largest cor-
porations and the rich get richer, driv-
ing the prices up, driving small farmers
out, consolidating our food system, and
pushing the American Dream, just
basic dignity, further out of reach for
our people.

For me, this is personal, Mr. Speak-
er, because I grew up in a working fam-
ily where people in my family worked
multiple jobs and still struggled to get
by, where we didn’t have access to
healthcare, where we didn’t always
have access to reliable housing.
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Mr. Speaker, this is personal. In New
Mexico, there are thousands of families
who are struggling just to make it to
the end of the month.

I will say that, despite the darkness,
New Mexico is leading the way and
showing what it looks like to lead with
integrity and invest in an economy
that will make it possible for families
to thrive.

In fact, in just a couple of weeks, on
October 1, our State legislature will
convene in the wake of Republicans’
disastrous big, ugly bill, which will gut
healthcare and food assistance pro-
grams, to actually shore up the pro-
grams that will save and support thou-
sands of lives in our State. They will
invest in food and healthcare programs
and fix the public broadcasting funding
that my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle blew a hole through when the
majority passed the rescissions pack-
age.

Perhaps the most consequential leg-
islation and policies that New Mexico
has announced in the last several
weeks are that we are now officially
the first State in the Nation ever in
the history of this country to guar-
antee universal free childcare. That is
going to put over $12,500 back into the
pockets of every working family in
New Mexico.

That is real money. That is money
for putting a roof over your head. That
is money for putting food on the table.
That is money to go back to school.
That is what it looks like when you in-
vest in working families.

In addition to that, New Mexico is
the only State in the Nation that guar-
antees free college. Whether you want
to go to trade school or get a higher
education degree in graduate school, in
New Mexico, you are going to do it
without debt because we understand
that the future of our country, econ-
omy, and communities depends on in-
vesting in people, not taking away the
vital programs that support them.

Every day, I am working on behalf of
our communities to invest in early
childhood education, entrepreneurial
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programs, bringing millions of dollars
home for infrastructure, youth pro-
grams, healthcare, behavioral health,
and clinics back in New Mexico be-
cause we know that that is how you de-
liver for real working people.

Mr. Speaker, the seasons may
change, but we know this cycle is going
to go on. Families in New Mexico and
across the Nation are going to continue
to pay the price for your billion-dollar
tax breaks.

Americans literally cannot afford
this economy. They can’t afford this
administration or the GOP’s leadership
here in this House.

That is why we are here to speak up,
speak out, fight back, and stop the
damaging programs that are evis-
cerating our economy and harming our
communities. We know the season will
change, and we know we will come
back and invest in hardworking Amer-
ican families. Until then, we call upon
our States, Tribal, and local leaders to
do what they can. They should know
that we are here in the fight for real
Americans.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from New Mexico
(Ms. STANSBURY) for that impassioned
plea, and I stand with the gentle-
woman.

Coming from New Mexico, with ev-
erything happening there with the cli-
mate and so forth, the gentlewoman
really is such an excellent Representa-
tive. I thank her for joining us as a
member of the Labor Caucus. The gen-
tlewoman gave just a fantastic deliv-
ery.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MANNION), a Labor
Caucus member from the 22nd District.
I thank the gentleman for waiting this
evening. It is now 7:45 p.m., and the
gentleman is still on the job.

Mr. MANNION. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman KAPTUR for her leader-
ship.

Mr. Speaker, as the final speaker to-
night, let me take you to upstate New
York, Syracuse, central New York, the
Mohawk Valley, just west down the
Erie Canal from my good friend, Rep-
resentative TONKO, who represents the
capital region.

This is a place where I have lived and
loved my entire life. These are commu-
nities that know firsthand what hap-
pens when Washington breaks its
promises and when jobs and invest-
ments disappear.

We remember back home when Grif-
fiss Air Force Base closed. We remem-
ber when Carrier left. Those were our
sheet metal workers. We remember
when New Venture Gear and a Chrysler
plant closed. Those were our UAW
brothers and sisters. There were others
that have left our region behind.

It is through that prism that we see
the Trump administration’s $30 million
clawback of Federal funding awarded
to Syracuse, New York. This was fund-
ing for a project that had bipartisan
support and passed in a Republican-ma-
jority House. It is a piece of one of the
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largest infrastructure projects in the
Nation and the largest in the history of
upstate New York. That is the reimag-
ining of Interstate 81.

That money was meant to build
roads and sidewalks, reconnect utili-
ties, and restore opportunity where an
elevated highway divided a community
of color in the early 1960s.

Pulling those funds away is a be-
trayal of the working families who
were promised progress and, instead,
are left with fewer jobs, less oppor-
tunity, and delayed urban renewal. It
is uncertainty that has existed over
the last 9 months, and that uncertainty
is part of a great American city that I
have lived in for my entire life.

Mr. Speaker, this is not the only bad
policy that is hurting the region and
the people I represent. Our economy is
tied deeply to Canada. In fact, New
York’s 22nd District, which doesn’t
even border Canada, exports $1 billion
in goods and $227 million in services to
Canada each year.

This is a longstanding trade relation-
ship that supports more than 6,400 jobs
locally and directly employs 1,400 peo-
ple at Canadian-owned businesses.
Slap-shot tariff policy and volatile
trade policy have put those jobs at
risk.

Our manufacturers who rely on met-
als, equipment, and machinery are
watching the costs rise. Just yester-
day, in a hearing in the Agriculture
Committee that I serve on, farmers
were talking about their increased
costs. Those increased costs are often
related to automated farm machinery
that they can get only from outside of
the United States.

They don’t have time to wait and see
if, possibly, domestic manufacturing
will occur. They need help now.

As my colleague stated before, it is
under our purview as Congress. Article
I, Section 8, gives us the authority for
imposts and excises, not the executive
office.

Our manufacturers rely on those
things. Our farmers, especially our
dairy and specialty crop producers, are
losing access to stable export markets.
Our small businesses, like local brew-
eries that depend on Canadian alu-
minum for cans, are feeling the pinch.

When tariffs slam the border, it hits
the bottom line for small businesses in
Syracuse, Utica, Auburn, Cortland, and
other communities across my district.

While we are fighting those chal-
lenges, the Trump administration is
also attacking renewables, a fast-grow-
ing private-sector employer in New
York State. That is not just in my dis-
trict. In Representative STEFANIK’s dis-
trict, a hydrogen fuel cell plant was
not going to be completed by the same
company that was going to build in
California and Texas.

It is not about a red State or a blue
State. It is about the demand that we
have for energy as we move into the fu-
ture.

As my colleagues also stated, we are
falling behind. Canada is beating us. It
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is time to invest. We need more energy.
Without that energy, we are going to
continue to fall behind.

What jobs were lost in that project
for hydrogen fuel cells not even in my
district? In Massena, New York, jobs
like the International Union of Paint-
ers and Allied Trades, ITUPAT, and oth-
ers do not have those jobs that were
promised. They pulled the plug because
those hydrogen fuel tax credits were
pulled.

We are fighting that challenge. The
cuts, the loss of these jobs, and the loss
of promises and tax credits are impact-
ing our ability to hit our clean energy
goals and lower our utility bills for
consumers. It is making it harder to
attract investment and job-creating
opportunities in my district and
around the upstate region.

We have fought for clean energy
manufacturing. I did so in the State
senate as the cosponsor of a piece of
legislation called Green CHIPS, which
has brought Micron Technology into
my district, producing semiconductor
chips using clean energy. I was the co-
prime sponsor of that legislation. This
is the largest private investment in the
history of this country.

That is where we are: broken prom-
ises on I-81; reckless tariff policy that
destabilizes trade for the agricultural
sector, manufacturing sector, and
small businesses; and shortsighted cuts
to energy programs, which will make
power generation more challenging and
cost jobs and investment while driving
up energy costs.
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I can tell you this: New York-22 com-
munities are resilient. We have rebuilt
before, and we are building again. We
are building with Micron and others,
with investments in advanced manu-
facturing, with world-class dairy farm-
ers and growers who continue to feed
the Nation, and with workers who
never stop fighting for a better future.

Washington should be our partner in
that progress, not a roadblock. I will
never stop fighting for my hometown
and the working people of this country.
I will always keep telling the truth to
my constituents and the American peo-
ple.

It is bad policy that is hurting our
country, leaving us behind, and costing
Americans more. The people I serve de-
serve nothing less than a Congress that
works together and does the work that
they have been constitutionally given
the right to do.

No one should cede our House of Rep-
resentatives’ constitutional power to
Donald Trump. We can fix this. We can
put our country over politics and work-
ers over partisanship. That is the way
forward, and that is what I will be
working on to deliver for the people of
central New York, along with my Con-
gressional Labor Caucus partners.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for the
time.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman MANNION for his passion
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and for his obvious dedication through-
out his life to restore the economic
might of his district. I know that
struggle. Our Federal Government has
been too slow to respond to the wash-
out of jobs and capacity across this
country, and that is what is making
our politics so rocky.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for your
generous gavel this evening.

Mr. Speaker, I will include in the
RECORD some materials that we were
not able to verbally enter this evening.

Mr. Speaker, I will invite Secretary
of Energy Wright, President Trump,
and Vice President VANCE to come and
stand with the workers at Libbey Glass
in Ohio so they completely understand
what it takes to rebuild manufacturing
in America. I hope they will show up.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLIE
KIRK

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. MOORE of
Utah was recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the majority leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
will use my time to take a brief mo-
ment and reflect on the horrific assas-
sination of Charlie Kirk and the impor-
tance of free speech in America.

It is not lost on me that I am stand-
ing here on the House floor, as my col-
leagues and I do every session day,
sharing my opinions and thoughts
about the state of our country and
what Congress is doing about it.

It is a special place where we get to
link arms with our fellow delegation or
caucus members and talk about causes
that matter to us, debate back and
forth with our friends on the other side
of the aisle, welcome the President and
foreign dignitaries to speak, and so
much more. This place represents open
debate and discussion, and Charlie did,
too.

As we all process the tragedy that
took place just a week ago, I hope we
remember the ways he engaged with
those who didn’t agree with him. That
is what makes the American experi-
ment work, from classrooms to work-
places to kitchen tables to the Halls of
Congress. Charlie modeled fearlessness
in having the conversation and opening
the door to debate, and I hope we all
can, as well.

My sincerest condolences go out to
the Kirk family as they navigate this
unimaginable grief. As a society, I hope
we can carry forward Charlie’s legacy
of free speech and commitment to
faith.
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I also will share my heartfelt grati-
tude to Utah Governor Spencer Cox for
leading with integrity during this dif-
ficult time for our State and our coun-
try. There is no better person to be in
a position of leadership and navigate
this than him, and he surely has made
Utah proud on the national stage.

He encouraged all of us to disagree
better, and while the suspect chose not
to heed that counsel, the rest of us can.

Lastly, I will also thank Utah law en-
forcement, The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and all of our State and
Federal partners who worked around
the clock to identify the suspect. Your
sacrifice is always appreciated.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

EXTREME HEAT CAUCUS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. STANTON of
Arizona was recognized for 30 minutes.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the subject of
the Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, Arizona
has suffered year after year after year
of record-breaking temperatures. Our
summers are getting hotter, lasting
longer, and providing little relief at
night. This heat is incredibly dan-
gerous for our health and for our econ-
omy.

Last summer, tragically, more than
600 of our fellow Arizonans lost their
lives to the heat. Today, there are an-
other 406 heat-related deaths in Mari-
copa County, Arizona, parts of which I
have represented for 25 years. Those
deaths are under investigation. We are
on track, yet again, to be one of the
deadliest areas for heat exposure in
this country.

That is why I launched the bipartisan
Extreme Heat Caucus early this year
with Congressman MIKE LAWLER of
New York. At one point this summer,
nearly half of the country’s population
was under an extreme heat warning.
From coast to coast, we are struggling
to keep people safe and to fully under-
stand the challenges posed by extreme
heat.

Extreme heat is a danger to public
health, but it also threatens our very
way of life. As heat waves get worse,
roadways will crack, energy grids will
falter, and crops will dry out. Insur-
ance rates and electric bills will spike.

Some Arizonans saw triple-digit in-
creases on their electric bills this sum-
mer. More evictions will follow. Front-
line workers will stay home or end up
hospitalized. Our local economies will
lose millions.

We have to take this seriously, but
this administration has shown a pro-

H4405

found disregard for the problem at
hand. From his very first day, Presi-
dent Trump has gutted the Federal
heat response. Researchers, public
health experts, and administrators of
critical grant programs were caught up
in Trump’s mass firings, and it is ev-
eryday Americans who will pay the
price. A senior, struggling to balance a
tight budget, could be left high and dry
without LIHEAP funds to cover their
electric bills or keep the AC running. A
single mother, working full time is
worried that her child’s school won’t be
able to keep him safe during recess or
after-school sports practice. A
landscaper, growing his small business,
was diagnosed with kidney disease in
his early 30s due to heat exposures.

Members of the Extreme Heat Caucus
and I are fighting for the Federal work-
force that handles extreme heat to be
reinstated. Their work is critical to
combat extreme heat and the greater
climate crisis.

Without a robust Federal heat re-
sponse, we put countless lives and bil-
lions of dollars at risk. The Extreme
Heat Caucus is stepping up to change
that. We are championing smart, bipar-
tisan actions to combat extreme heat.

As a former mayor of Phoenix, I have
been focused on heat policy that starts
local, where the rubber meets the road.
Our cities, counties, and universities
are pioneering new ways to combat ex-
treme heat and to respond to heat
emergencies, but they are often going
at it without proper and adequate fund-
ing.

My bipartisan bill, the Heat Manage-
ment Assistance Grant Program Act,
will allow States, local governments,
and our Tribal partners to apply for
dedicated, fast-release funding to re-
spond to extreme heat events. This
funding could be used to stand up cool-
ing centers, purchase medical equip-
ment for heat illnesses, or many other
critical services.

For families worried about balancing
high-energy costs with high grocery
bills, T have been working to introduce
the LIHEAP Parity Act. The bill will
fairly and fully distribute LIHEAP dol-
lars to families in cold weather States
who need help with their heating bill in
the winter and families in warm weath-
er States like mine who need help with
their air-conditioning bill in the sum-
mer.

We still don’t know much about the
possible impacts of extreme heat on
our emergency response, so as the
ranking member of the Transportation
and Infrastructure’s Economic Devel-
opment, Public Buildings, and Emer-
gency Management Subcommittee, I
partnered with Congresswoman DINA
TITUS on the Extreme Weather and
Heat Response Modernization Act,
which, among many other things, will
study the unexpected impacts of heat
on key infrastructure and public
health.

That study was wrapped into a larger
FEMA reform package, and it passed
our committee on a huge bipartisan
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