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Mr. Speaker, the list is unbelievable:
Executive Assistant Director Tim
Dunham, 22 years of service; EAD
Bobby Wells, 21 years of service; EAD
Mike Nordwall, 22 years of dedicated
service; Jackie Maguire, 24 years of
dedicated service; Ryan Young—I could
go on for my full 5 minutes of senior
people who have been told that they
must either resign from the FBI or be
fired.

We hear that the FBI is being told
that anyone who worked on the Janu-
ary 6 prosecutions, when this building
was attacked and 140 police officers
were assaulted, that they must be on a
list, undoubtedly for retribution.

What does the FBI actually do? In
June of 2024, the FBI arrested several
people with suspected ISIS ties; Octo-
ber 2024, the FBI arrested an Afghan
national for plotting a terrorist attack
in the name of ISIS on election day.
This goes on and on. The FBI inves-
tigated the assassination attempt on
President Trump. Every day, all day,
FBI agents are out there keeping us
safe.

Why this attack on the FBI? I heard
my colleague, JIM JORDAN, just this
weekend on Fox News once again pro-
moting the conspiracy theory that the
FBI was somehow involved in the at-
tack on this Capitol on January 6. That
is false.

Yes, there were 26 confidential
human sources. These are people who
know drug dealers and terrorists that
the FBI talks to. Not one of them was
authorized to break any law or to par-
ticipate in January 6. There were no
undercover FBI agents here in the Cap-
itol on January 6. Yet, this continues
because Donald Trump insists that
that conspiracy theory animated rage
against the FBI.

I am the ranking member of the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, and we can get away with a lot
of foolish things in this institution, but
keep up the attacks on the FBI, keep it
up, because there will be terrorist at-
tacks. There will be an increase in drug
deaths. There will be an increase in
violent crime, and I promise you, Mr.
Speaker, I will stand right here to hold
those accountable for the attack on
this storied American institution and
the carnage it will visit on the Amer-
ican people if this keeps up.

The FBI deserves our support. They
are not perfect, but they go to work
every single day to keep our people
safe. It is time for the majority in this
Chamber to stop their attacks on these
patriotic Americans.

————
HONORING GROUNDHOG DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of
Groundhog Day, a special tradition
spearheaded in my district and cele-
brated not just nationwide but world-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

wide, having folks who attended from
over 120 different countries and every
State in the Nation.

This past Sunday, February 2, I was
proud to join over 50,000 people, fami-
lies from across the country, as we ea-
gerly waited to see if spring was on the
way or if 6 more weeks of winter await-
ed. Each year, in Punxsutawney, Penn-
sylvania, crowds gather at Gobbler’s
Knob on the night of February 1 await-
ing the appearance of our famed weath-
er predictor, Punxsutawney Phil.

I recognize and thank one of the
hardest-working, most reliable job pro-
ducers in my district, Phil himself.
Year after year, his dedication to fore-
casting the end of winter brings joy not
just to the Pennsylvania 15th Congres-
sional District but to people across the
country.

For more than 130 years, this beloved
tradition, rooted in Pennsylvania’s
strong German heritage, has captured
our imagination. As the legend goes, if
Phil sees his shadow, we are in for 6
more weeks of winter. If not, spring is
right around the corner.

The excitement begins the night be-
fore, as visitors gather to wake Phil
with chants of his name in the early
morning hours of February 2. When our
esteemed seer of seers emerges, the
Punxsutawney Groundhog Club Inner
Circle President interprets Phil’s fore-
cast and shares the news with the eager
crowd. Despite some naysayers who
suggest replacing Phil with an
animatronic groundhog, a gold coin, or
even worse, a cake, he remains a cher-
ished figure.

Phil actually has a condominium, so
to speak, in the Punxsutawney Library
where he lives with his wife, Phyllis,
and their two children, now teenagers,
who were born earlier this year.

I believe in creating jobs, not elimi-
nating them, and that includes our
most famous furry forecaster. I will al-
ways stand up for the hardworking men
and women, and, yes, rodents, of Penn-
sylvania’s 156th Congressional District.

Beyond the fun and folklore, Ground-
hog Day is an event that brings people
together, strengthens community spir-
it, and serves as an economic boost for
the region. It is a celebration of tradi-
tion and a source of great pride.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Phil for sharing
his wisdom and bringing smiles to so
many. However, standing on stage with
the inner circle and looking out over
the 50,000 people when he announced 6
more weeks of winter, maybe people
weren’t smiling quite as much this
year.

————

ELIMINATING THE DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. KHANNA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, NBC
News is reporting that President
Trump plans to eliminate the Depart-
ment of Education with an executive
order. This is an assault on every
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young American who went to public
school like me.

This is an assault on every American
family who has someone who is dis-
abled and needs the IDEA program to
provide education. This is an assault
on every neighborhood in America that
has a public school that gets title I
funding. This is an assault on every
child who gets school lunches in Amer-
ica.

This is an assault on our public
teachers across this country. This is an
assault on every American who has
gotten any Federal financial aid to go
to vocational school or to go to public
college or to get an education like I
did.

The President does not have the Con-
stitutional authority to do this. It is
cruelty. It is taking away the bedrock
of education in this country.

Thomas Jefferson said that you can’t
have a democracy without an educated
citizenry. What built America, what
made us exceptional, is that we allowed
Americans to go and finish high school
before World War II while the Euro-
peans didn’t. Mr. Speaker, America had
a record of 80 percent high school grad-
uations compared to 20 and 30 percent
in the European nations.

President Trump wants to take all of
that away, snatching money from our
public schools, snatching money from
our teachers, and snatching money
from our families who have kids who
need the help.

Mr. Speaker, we need to rise up and
oppose this blatantly unconstitutional
executive order. We need to stand up
for public education in America.
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OPPOSING TARIFFS ON FOOD PRODUCTS

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to oppose Donald Trump’s reck-
less tariffs on food products.

I am for strategic tariffs to protect
our strategic industries in steel, alu-
minum, and semiconductors and our
national champions.

We know, from Hamilton to Paul
Krugman, that tariffs work for infant
industries and important national in-
dustries, but who thinks we need tar-
iffs for Corona beer? Who thinks we
need tariffs for vegetables?

Here is what we get from Mexico. We
get 85 percent of our strawberries from
Mexico. Donald Trump put a 25 percent
tariff on it. We get 86 percent of our to-
matoes from Mexico. Donald Trump
put a 25 percent tariff on it. We get 69
percent of vegetable imports from Mex-
ico. We get 90 percent of our avocados
from Mexico. Donald Trump put a 25
percent tariff on it.

So much for lowering grocery prices,
Mr. Trump. You want Americans to
pay 25 percent more for their avocados,
for their strawberries, for their beer. In
what world does this economic non-
sense make any logical sense?

Then, you caved to the President of
Mexico, President Sheinbaum and
caved to Prime Minister Trudeau be-
cause you saw the stock market dip.
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How about you stop paying attention
to the stock market and start paying
attention to people’s grocery bills?

We are in dangerous times where we
have a President who could impose
these tariffs on food at any moment.
That is why retailers are already rais-
ing prices. They don’t believe Trump in
terms of a 30-day pause. They are rais-
ing the prices on all of these food prod-
ucts today.

We need to be very clear, Mr. Trump:
Learn Economics 101. Stop raising gro-
cery prices for ordinary Americans.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience.

——
SUPPORTING DEI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CISNEROS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CISNEROS. Mr. Speaker, I origi-
nally came to the floor today because I
was dismayed by the President’s con-
tinued assault on diversity, equity, and
inclusion.

The Department of Defense, the
State Department, and countless other
agencies have been instructed to no
longer recognize Black History Month
as part of a broad order to pause all ac-
tivities and events related to ‘‘special
observances.’”” It is because the Presi-
dent is trying to scrub our government
and our country of its history and its
diversity.

Our diversity is our power, and the
President is threatened by that power.
That is why he wants our country and
our government to fit his narrow-
minded view of what it should be like.

We know who President Trump is.
Barely coded racist rhetoric is his
standard practice. The disgusting com-
ments the President made, blaming the
tragic crash at Reagan National Air-
port on DEI, were just the latest exam-
ple. It is sickening, inflammatory, and
pathetic.

We should all be clear-eyed about
what the President is doing. While the
President has picked up right where he
left off with his racist and xenophobic
attacks, it is part of a broader mission
by him and shadow president Elon
Musk to dismantle and destroy our
government.

Since last Friday, Elon’s acolytes,
none of whom are government employ-
ees and by all appearances have no un-
derstanding of how our government
even works, have been installed and
have taken over at the State Depart-
ment, the U.S. Treasury, the Office of
Personnel Management, the General
Services Administration, and the U.S.
Agency for International Development.

Here is what they have done. They
have downloaded the most sensitive
personal information of millions of
Americans to private servers. They
have taken possession of all financial
and personal information of everyone
who does business with the Federal
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Government. They are taking control
of security systems, personnel files,
and intelligence reports that pertain to
thousands upon thousands of U.S. Gov-
ernment workers operating overseas,
many of whom are in classified roles.

This is all to say that we are wit-
nessing a coup of our government.
Without any legal authority, robber
baron Elon Musk has embedded himself
in our government, unlawfully ob-
tained information that affects mil-
lions of Americans, and tasked himself
with carrying out President Trump’s
grievances against his political en-
emies, not to mention the President
has already fired over a dozen January
6 Federal prosecutors, begun to scruti-
nize the perceived loyalty of thousands
of rank-and-file FBI agents, and invali-
dated the contracts of thousands of
government employees.

Again, we are witnessing the power
grab of two men who idolize dictators
and who are now playing at being one.

This is a coup. The American people
will not stand for this. They will not. I
have heard from my constituents who
have called my office, expressing their
outrage at the criminality and corrup-
tion. I plan to do everything I can at
every opportunity to call out the Presi-
dent and Elon Musk for what they are
doing.

I ask my Republican colleagues to
actively examine what is going on, to
sincerely ask themselves if this is ac-
ceptable. Throughout our -country’s
history, our government has served to
assist the people in their times of need,
to act in service of the common good,
and to work for the people. The Presi-
dent and Elon Musk are trying to make
a mockery of that purpose. They are
actively perverting that purpose to
make the government act as a tool of
retribution and to work against the
people, specifically against their polit-
ical enemies.

That is not why I serve.

Service and leadership are not about
bending government to your own per-
sonal will. It is about civic duty and
public service. It is about good people
doing the right thing.

I ask my Republican colleagues if
they really think the President and
Elon Musk are doing the right thing. It
is time for the people of this House to
speak up.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———
ENHANCE SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to talk about So-
cial Security, the Nation’s number one
antipoverty program for the elderly
and the Nation’s number one anti-
poverty program for children.

Every Member of this 435-person body
is impacted by Social Security. It

H439

might surprise you, Mr. Speaker, that
Social Security has not been enhanced
in over 50 years.

For what purpose is Mr. Trump’s lat-
est proposal, and that of Elon Musk, to
acquire all the data and information on
the more than 70 million Social Secu-
rity recipients and Medicare and Med-
icaid recipients?

Americans should be outraged. Clear-
ly, one would hope that people in this
body are outraged enough to speak up
on behalf of their citizens. Why? More
than 10,000 baby boomers a day become
eligible for Social Security. More than
70 million people across this Nation re-
ceive Social Security, a governmental
insurance program that has never
missed a payment. Yet, Congress
hasn’t enhanced the program in over 50
years.

God help us, but Mr. Musk has plans
for Social Security and Medicare. They
have been charged with cutting $2 tril-
lion out of the budget. The three larg-
est items in the Federal budget are So-
cial Security, Medicare, and defense.
Where is Mr. Musk going with this, and
why does he need the data and informa-
tion on every American citizen and
more than 70 million Social Security
recipients?

I hope that you, Mr. Speaker, are
mentioning this to your constituents
in your district. You have over 115,000
people who get pensions from Social
Security; 88,000 retirees; 10,000-plus dis-
abled workers, most of them veterans;
5,486 widows; 2,509 spouses; and 8,000
children.

Mr. Speaker, what most Members
don’t realize is that this is the number
one economic development plan for
every single congressional district.
Why? Every district, on average, gets
$2 million a month from Social Secu-
rity because it goes directly to those
constituents, Mr. Speaker, who I just
named.

Where do they spend that money, Mr.
Speaker? Right back in their own dis-
tricts, right back at the local phar-
macy, at the grocery store, on heating
and cooling their homes, and on put-
ting gas in their tanks.

This is what the American people are
facing.

When are people in this body going to
have the guts to stand up and take a
vote for their constituents, people who
haven’t seen a benefit enhancement in
more than 50 years?

Do we think the cost of living has
changed a little? Is it okay that 5 mil-
lion of our fellow Americans get checks
below the poverty level, having paid
into a system all their lives? Is it okay
that most of them are women because
they have spent less time in the work-
force while taking care of their chil-
dren? When they were in the work-
force, they were earning less.

Rise up, America. Rise up, Mr.
Speaker. Join us in saying: Let’s have
a vote. Let’s send what our constitu-
ents need. We haven’t done the job in
more than 50 years. Now is the time to
act.
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