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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.
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So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, | was absent from
the floor and missed Roll Call Nos. 270 and
271. Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 270, final passage of HR
4922, and NAY on Roll Call No. 271, final
passage of HR 5140.

———————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4700

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I hereby re-
move my name as cosponsor of H.R.

4700.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is accepted.

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR

OF H.R. 491, H.R. 492, H.R. 493,
AND H.R. 1670
Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I

ask unanimous consent that I may
hereafter be considered to be the first
sponsor of H.R. 491, the Equal COLA
Act; H.R. 492, the Saving the Civil
Service Act; H.R. 493, the FAIR Act;
and H.R. 1670, the Family Building
FEHB Fairness Act, all bills originally
introduced by Representative Connolly
of Virginia, for the purpose of adding
cosponsors and requesting reprintings
pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR MARY
ROSE OAKAR

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I, along
with my Ohio colleagues, rise in grate-
ful memory of Ohio Congresswoman
Mary Rose Oakar, who served from 1977
to 1993 in this House. She was the first
Democratic woman elected to Congress
from Ohio.

Mary Rose was elected from the
heart of the working class of people.
She exhibited raw courage, loyalty,
perseverance, high learning, precious
humor, and stellar insight into human
nature. Her hearty giggle elevated peo-
ple’s spirits, and she suffered no fools.
She stood her ground, and she plowed
her own ground, establishing herself as
a preeminent advocate for women’s
economic rights.

She championed senior citizens and
the refinancing of Social Security in
April of 1983, serving on the House Se-
lect Committee on Aging, while also
advocating for housing, pay equity, im-
proved healthcare for women, breast
cancer research, the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame in Cleveland, and the NASA
Glenn Research Center, to name a few.
Eventually, she moved into the ranks
of House Democratic leaders where she
firmly stood as vice chair of the Demo-
cratic Caucus.

As the first Arab-American woman,
the first Syrian-American woman, and
the first Lebanese-American woman to
serve in Congress, she fiercely dedi-
cated herself toward peace in the Mid-
dle East.

Mary Rose worked hard to promote
an economy that serves everyone
across northern Ohio and throughout
our Nation. Her abilities sparkled as
she brought joy, wit, keen insight,
kindness, and dynamism to every occa-
sion. She and her heart of gold were
truly one of a kind.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the House
join me in a moment of silence.

In addition to the eloquent words offered in
tribute to our late colleague, the following
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statement commemorates the extraordinary
accomplishments of Congresswoman Mary
Rose Oakar.

Congresswoman Oakar's career was de-
fined by trailblazing leadership, moral clarity,
and a fierce devotion to those who too often
lived in the margins of public policy. A daugh-
ter of Cleveland, she carried the voices of
working families, seniors, women, and immi-
grants into the halls of Congress at a time
when few women were present to do so.

Among her enduring accomplishments, Con-
gresswoman Oakar:

Championed economic justice through the
Pay Equity Act of 1984, ensuring that the fed-
eral government could not undervalue work
performed by women.

Fought for inclusion in medical research,
shaping the NIH Revitalization Act of 1993 so
that women and minorities could no longer be
excluded from the clinical studies that guide
lifesaving treatments.

Co-founded the Congressional Caucus for
Women’s Issues, a bipartisan forum that re-
mains a cornerstone of women’s advocacy in
Congress today.

Secured a historic increase in federal breast
cancer research funding, exceeding $400 Mil-
lion, and mandated insurance coverage for
mammograms—work that continues to save
lives.

Advanced protections for America’s seniors,
authoring legislation to combat elder abuse
and later advising President Bill Clinton at the
White House Conference on Aging.

Beyond her legislative record, Congress-
woman Oakar was instrumental in shaping
Cleveland’s future—helping bring the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame to her beloved city, se-
curing affordable housing for seniors, and
championing NASA Glenn Research Center
as a hub of innovation.

She also stood as a symbol of representa-
tion. Her legacy of courage and conviction in-
spired countless women and minorities to
enter public service, knowing that their voices
would be heard at the national table.

Congresswoman Oakar’s public service was
marked by persistence, compassion, and vi-
sion. She left our country better than she
found it, and her record of achievements con-
tinues to touch lives every day. In remem-
bering her, we not only honor her history, but
we recommit ourselves to the unfinished work
of justice and inclusion she so valiantly ad-
vanced.

———
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CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL
ANNIVERSARY OF PORT MATILDA

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Port Matilda, Pennsylvania, which
marks its centennial celebration on
Sunday.

While Port Matilda was formally in-
corporated as a borough in 1925, its
roots go back to 1850, when Squire
Clement Beckwith laid out a town plot
and named it after his eldest daughter
Matilda.

Historians believe that the addition
of “‘port” was hopeful on Beckwith’s
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part, thinking the borough would even-
tually be connected to the Bald Eagle
and Spring Creek branch of the Penn-
sylvania Canal, though it was never re-
alized.

Nestled in the Bald Eagle Valley be-
tween Tyrone and State College, the
borough is a glimpse into small town
America. Its most famous landmark
from the 1800s, the Port Matilda Hotel
& Tavern, is still in business today.

In the late 19th century, Port Ma-
tilda was a working village of mills and
shops. In the 20th century, the bor-
ough’s industrial base was anchored by
the McFeely Brick Company, a major
employer until its closure in 1959.
Across nearly two centuries, Port Ma-
tilda has flourished as a crossroads
town with a rich history.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Port Ma-
tilda on this milestone occasion.

———

SERVICING THE RIGHT TO
BREATHE CLEAN, SAFE AIR

(Ms. DEXTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEXTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to share some good news and a
step forward in protecting those who
protect us.

For generations, wildland firefighters
have battled infernos with little more
than a bandana between them and the
clouds of toxic smoke.

As the only pulmonologist serving in
the United States Congress, I know
just how dangerous that is. Exposure to
wildfire smoke isn’t just uncomfort-
able. It leads to heart and lung disease.
It causes cancer. It shortens lives.

That is why, during a recent House
Natural Resources Committee hearing,
I pressed the U.S. Forest Service chief
to do more to protect our firefighters.
Within hours, the Forest Service made
clear that masks would be made avail-
able to wildland firefighters.

This is welcomed news, but we can-
not let up now. I look forward to my
briefing with Forest Service Chief
Schultz to further these protections for
our firefighters. The right to breathe
clean, safe air, whether you are bat-
tling a megafire or walking your child
to school, is fundamental.

It is time for every Member of this
body to recommit to that goal and
take action to make it real.

——
THE FIGHT FOR WESTERN
CIVILIZATION
(Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Western civilization is under
siege.

Violent criminals roam free. For-
eigners who hate this country are infil-
trating our universities, and, worst of
all, innocent people are silenced or
even Killed for their beliefs.
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In recent weeks, tragedies in North
Carolina and Utah shook our country
to its core. Mr. Speaker, 23-year-old
Iryna Zarutska was stabbed to death
by a repeat offender on a train in Char-
lotte just outside my district, and 31-
year-old Charlie Kirk was assassinated
for sharing his ideas and his love for
this country.

These tragedies are not isolated inci-
dents but signs of a national epidemic
of lawlessness and division that threat-
ens the very fabric of our society.
Iryna and Charlie have opened many
eyes to the battle being waged against
our Nation, but this war isn’t just
against America. It is an assault
against the entire West.

We can’t let fear silence us. Their
deaths should only fuel our resolve. We
must protect the West and all that it
represents. Is America ready to stand
against those who would threaten this
Republic? I hope so, so let’s roll.

———
FED RATES AND STAGFLATION

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, the Fed-
eral Reserve Board meets this week to
consider easing interest rates, a move
that the President has been urging for
months.

Inflation remains stubborn. Con-
sumer prices rose by 2.9 percent in Au-
gust compared to last year. Job growth
is slowing. Unemployment has climbed
to 4.3 percent, the highest in 4 years.
We are now veering toward stagflation:
rising prices and a cooling job market.

No matter what you call it, the re-
ality is clear: American families and
small businesses are struggling. The
President came into office promising
to lower costs and make life more af-
fordable. Instead, he has delivered the
opposite with a massive tax and spend
bill and a reckless tariff agenda that is
driving prices even higher and creating
apprehension for employers.

Lower interest rates might offer
some short-term relief. Yet, for real,
lasting stability, you need a change in
course and a change in policies coming
from the top.

———————

CONSTITUENT OF THE WEEK: EDIE
BROOKS

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate Edie Brooks on being
named Teacher of the Year by the Vir-
ginia Business Educators Association.

Edie is a business and IT career edu-
cation teacher at Post Oak Middle
School. She was honored for her inno-
vative teaching strategies, unwavering
commitment to student success, and
active pursuit of professional growth.
Through her commitment to edu-
cation, Edie has left a lasting impact
on both her students and colleagues.
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Edie’s service and devotion to Spot-
sylvania County Public Schools is
truly deserving of this recognition. I
am honored to congratulate her on this
well-earned moment and recognize her
as this week’s Constituent of the Week.

I congratulate and thank Edie for all
that she does for our young minds.

———

VIOLENCE NOR SILENCE IS THE
ANSWER

(Ms. STANSBURY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, vio-
lence is never the answer, but neither
is silence.

We must reject political violence in
all of its forms and push back against
all who would seek to stoke further vi-
olence, division, and fear amongst us.
In fact, the very foundation of our de-
mocracy is built on the idea that the
voices of our people are our most pow-
erful tool, exercised at the ballot box,
the debate podium, and in our commu-
nities. That is how we come together
as a nation to form a more perfect
Union.

Indeed, the very concept of democ-
racy was forged in that crucible, that a
government by the people and for the
people is exercised through the fellow-
ship of debate.

Let us join in that fellowship to see
our fellow Americans as brothers and
sisters, as neighbors and friends, even
when we disagree. Yet, let this not be-
come a moment to silence debate or si-
lence dissent or silence the truth or
those of conscience who work to hold
our leaders accountable and right the
wrongs of an unjust world. That is how
history will remember us: those who
stood, those who spoke, and those who
fought to protect our democracy and
bend the arc of history toward justice.

———
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WE ARE BORROWING $72,000 A
SECOND

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. SCHWEIKERT
of Arizona was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, for
everyone’s sanity, I hope not to go 60
minutes. I might go 40.

Mr. Speaker, first, the good news. If
anyone else is a geek out there, there
is this app put out by the Atlanta Fed,
Atlanta Federal Reserve, and what
they do is they do certain samples in
trying to constantly estimate what the
gross national product, GDP, will actu-
ally be.

A little while ago, they actually up-
dated it saying the U.S. economy looks
like it is running at 3.4 percent.

That is remarkable. If you stop and
think about it, this is absolutely—
think about all the headwinds and all
the things over tariffs and all these
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