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Don’t just take my word for it, Mr.
Speaker. There is a large coalition op-
posing this bill.

Scientists tell us that young people’s
brains are not fully developed until
their twenties. They don’t share the
same culpability for their actions as
adults when they are only 14 years old.

Lawyers explain that children treat-
ed as adults, even when they are inno-
cent, are denied age-appropriate legal
protections for the rest of their lives.

Sociologists find that children who
commit crimes are overwhelmingly in-
fluenced by adults and their sur-
roundings, not their own thinking.

Of course, the people of D.C. did not
vote for Trump or any Republican for
that matter to be a city councilor.

Republicans are supporting this leg-
islation not because they care about
public safety. If Republicans cared
about reducing crime, then they would
tell Trump to stop delaying funding for
community violence prevention pro-
grams that already were passed with
bipartisan support.

If Republicans cared about victims,
then they would stop making cuts to
the crime victims fund so that people
who experience harm get the help that
they need.

If Republicans cared about our kids,
then they would invest in restorative
justice programs that teach children
how to resolve their conflicts without
violence.

If Republicans cared about our kids,
then they would support commonsense
legislation to prevent school shootings.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no’’ on this bill to keep our ba-
bies safe from trauma, abuse, and fear.

In the words of James Baldwin, ‘“The
children are always ours, every single
one.”

I challenge you, Mr. Speaker, to pro-
tect them all.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Members are reminded to re-
frain from engaging in personalities to-
ward the President.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time that I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, that is a perfect exam-
ple of the difference in the two sides on
how to handle crime in D.C.

You have to hold people accountable
for crimes, Mr. Speaker. If you don’t,
then they will continue to commit
crimes. That is what we have here in
Washington, D.C. That is why we are
here today. That is why we are here
today.

Just coddling criminals, hiring thera-
pists, hiring more social workers, and
creating more government programs
have failed to work in Washington,
D.C., and many of the cities around the
United States.

We have a President who is going to
be tough on crime and tough on crimi-
nals. That is what the theme of this
legislation is, Mr. Speaker. That is our
way to reduce crime in Washington,
D.C.

Their way hasn’t worked. We are
going to do it our way if we get the
support in the Chamber today.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. GARCIA of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I remind our Republican colleagues
that crime in D.C. over the last few
years has actually been going down.
Quite frankly, the idea that we are now
going to put middle schoolers in pris-
on—this should be called the middle
schoolers for prison act—is inhumane
and shameful.

We can all agree that crime should be
taken on, that D.C. and other cities we
want to make safer, but this idea that
we are going to penalize children in
middle school at the age of 14 and put
them in prison is irresponsible and,
quite frankly, it is un-American.

I remind my colleagues that at this
moment, what we are doing right now,
is stripping 700,000 residents who have
come together in D.C. to create laws,
to bring community together, to fight
for statehood and representation, we
are going to strip them from their abil-
ity to manage their own city.

These efforts do nothing to reduce
crime or improve public safety. Once
again, I know that the President is ob-
sessed with Washington, D.C. He is ob-
sessed with its local laws. I ask him
once again that he should step down as
President and run for mayor if he is so
interested. Let’s not put 14-year-olds in
prison.

Mr. Speaker, I oppose passage of this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Again, we are talking about violent
crimes, violent crimes. What we have
seen in Washington, D.C., is an out-
break of juvenile crime because the
definition of juvenile in this city is 7
years higher than every other city in
America.

With this legislation, we are talking
about addressing issues of violent
crime with juveniles. I think, Mr.
Speaker, this is the path to try to get
the crime under control in Washington,
D.C.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation to ensure that
violent crime, including murder and
first degree sexual abuse, are taken se-
riously in the District of Columbia.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 707,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

The
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Mr. GARCIA of California. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 4
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Passage of H.R. 4922; and

Passage of H.R. 5140.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

————

DC CRIMINAL REFORMS TO IMME-
DIATELY MAKE EVERYONE SAFE
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on passage of
the bill (H.R. 4922) to limit youth of-
fender status in the District of Colum-
bia to individuals 18 years of age or
younger, to direct the Attorney Gen-
eral of the District of Columbia to es-
tablish and operate a publicly acces-
sible website containing updated sta-
tistics on juvenile crime in the District
of Columbia, to amend the District of
Columbia Home Rule Act to prohibit
the Council of the District of Columbia
from enacting changes to existing
criminal liability sentences, and for
other purposes, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 240, nays
179, not voting 13, as follows:

[Roll No. 270]

YEAS—240
Aderholt Arrington Baird
Alford Auchincloss Balderson
Allen Babin Barr
Amodei (NV) Bacon Barrett
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Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Bresnahan
Buchanan
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cline

Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Conaway
Correa
Costa
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Downing
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Evans (CO)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Fine
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino
Gill (TX)
Gillen
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (TX)
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden
Goodlander
Gosar
Graves

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell

Bera
Beyer
Bishop
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar

Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Harder (CA)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Hurd (CO)
Issa

Jack

James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Kean
Keating
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (UT)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Langworthy
Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Mackenzie
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Mannion
Mast
McCaul
McClain
MecClintock
McCormick
McGuire
Messmer
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

Min
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)

NAYS—179

Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Davis (IL)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
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Moore (UT)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Moskowitz
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Onder
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Patronis
Perez

Perry
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Riley (NY)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli

Ryan
Salazar
Scalise
Schmidt
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Shreve
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Soto

Spartz
Stanton
Stauber
Steil
Steube
Strong
Stutzman
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Torres (CA)
Tran
Turner (OH)
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vindman
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Whitesides
Wied
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)

Garcia (TX) McClellan Scanlon
Goldman (NY) McCollum Schakowsky
Gomez McDonald Rivet  Schneider
Gottheimer McGarvey Scholten
Green, Al (TX) McGovern Scott (VA)
Hayes Melver Scott, David
gunefs . ﬁeeksd Sewell
orsfor enendez
Houlahan Meng :perman
imon
Hoyer Mfume Smith (WA)
Hoyle (OR) Moore (WI)
Huffman Morelle Sorensen
Ivey Morrison Stansbury
Jackson (IL) Moulton Stevens
Jacobs Mrvan Strickland
Jayapal Mullin Subramanyam
Jeffries Nadler Suozzi
Johnson (GA) Neal Swalwell
Johnson (TX) Neguse Sykes
Kamlager-Dove Norcross Takano
Kelly (IL) Ocasio-Cortez Thanedar
Kennedy (NY) Olszewski Thompson (CA)
Khanna Omar Thompson (MS)
Krishnamoorthi  Pallone Tlaib
Landsman Pelosi Tokuda
Larsen (WA) Peters Tonko
Lar§on (CT) Pgttersen Torres (NY)
Latimer Pingree Trahan
Lee (PA) Pocan v
Leger Fernandez Pou argas
Levin Pressley Vasquez
Liccardo Quigley Veasey
Lieu Ramirez Velazquez
Lofgren Randall Walkinshaw
Magaziner Raskin Wasserman
Massie Rivas Schultz
Matsui Ross Waters
McBath Ruiz Watson Coleman
McBride Salinas Williams (GA)
McClain Delaney Sanchez Wilson (FL)

NOT VOTING—13

Ciscomani McDowell Stefanik
Dunn (FL) Meuser Titus
Gray Owens Underwood
Greene (GA) Rutherford
Jackson (TX) Sherrill
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Messrs. LARSON of Connecticut and
CLEAVER changed their vote from
44yea‘77 to Lknay.57

Mr. LYNCH changed his vote from
unayn to uyea.a»

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, due
to increased traffic on Independence Ave. and
inclement weather, | was unable to be present
for the vote on H.R. 4922. Had | been present,
| would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 270.

Ms. GREENE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, had
| been present, | would have voted YEA on
Roll Call No. 270.

Stated against:

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
able to attend a vote today. However, had |
been present, | would have voted “Nay” on
roll call No. 270, H.R. 4922, DC CRIMES Act
of 2025.

————

LOWERING AGE AT WHICH A
MINOR MAY BE TRIED AS ADULT
FOR CERTAIN CRIMINAL OF-
FENSES IN DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on passage of
the bill (H.R. 5140) to lower the age at
which a minor may be tried as an adult
for certain criminal offenses in the Dis-
trict of Columbia to 14 years of age, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 225, nays
203, not voting 4, as follows:

[Roll No. 271]

YEAS—225
Aderholt Gillen Miller (OH)
Alford Gimenez Miller (WV)
Allen Golden (ME) Miller-Meeks
Amodei (NV) Goldman (TX) Mills
Arrington Gonzales, Tony Min
Babin Gooden Moolenaar
Bacon Gosar Moore (AL)
Baird Graves Moore (NC)
Balderson Greene (GA) Moore (UT)
Barr Griffith Moore (WV)
Barrett Grothman Moran
Baumgartner Guest Murphy
Bean (FL) Guthrie Nehls
Begich Hageman Newhouse
Bentz Hamadeh (AZ) Norman
Bergman Haridopolos Nunn (IA)
Bice Harrigan Obernolte
Biggs (AZ) Harris (MD) Ogles
Biggs (SC) Harris (NC) Onder
Bilirakis Harshbarger Owens
Boebert Hern (OK) Palmer
Bost Higgins (LA) Patronis
Brecheen Hill (AR) Perez
Bresnahan Hinson Perry
Buchanan Houchin Pfluger
Burchett Hudson Reschenthaler
Burlison Huizenga Rogers (AL)
Calvert Hunt Rogers (KY)
Cammack Hurd (CO) Rose
Carey Issa Rouzer
Carter (GA) Jack Roy
Carter (TX) Jackson (TX) Rulli
Ciscomani James Salazar
Cline Johnson (LA) Scalise
Cloud Johnson (SD) Schmidt
Clyde Jordan Schweikert
Cole Joyce (OH) Scott, Austin
Collins Joyce (PA) Self
Comer Kean Sessions
Crane Kelly (MS) Shreve
Crank Kelly (PA) Simpson
Crawford Kennedy (UT) Smith (MO)
Crenshaw Kiggans (VA) Smith (NE)
Cuellar Kiley (CA) Smith (NJ)
Davidson Kim Smucker
Davis (NC) Knott Spartz
De La Cruz Kustoff Stauber
DesdJarlais LaHood Stefanik
Diaz-Balart LaLota Steil
Donalds LaMalfa Steube
Downing Langworthy Strong
Dunn (FL) Latta Stutzman
Edwards Lawler Taylor
Ellzey Lee (FL) Tenney
Emmer Lee (NV) Thompson (PA)
Estes Letlow Tiffany
Evans (CO) Loudermilk Timmons
Ezell Lucas Turner (OH)
Fallon Luna Valadao
Fedorchak Luttrell Van Drew
Feenstra Mace Van Duyne
Fine Mackenzie Van Orden
Finstad Malliotakis Vindman
Fischbach Maloy Wagner
Fitzgerald Mann Walberg
Fitzpatrick Mast Weber (TX)
Fleischmann McCaul Webster (FL)
Flood McClain Westerman
Fong McClintock Wied
Foxx McCormick Williams (TX)
Franklin, Scott =~ McDowell Wilson (SC)
Fry McGuire Wittman
Fulcher Messmer Womack
Garbarino Meuser Yakym
Gill (TX) Miller (IL) Zinke

NAYS—203
Adams Beyer Carter (LA)
Aguilar Bishop Casar
Amo Bonamici Case
Ansari Boyle (PA) Casten
Auchincloss Brown Castor (FL)
Balint Brownley Castro (TX)
Barragan Budzinski Cherfilus-
Beatty Bynum McCormick
Bell Carbajal Chu
Bera Carson Cisneros
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