
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4295 September 15, 2025 
overseas partners, will work continu-
ously for accurate representation and 
history for our veteran community. 

Madam Speaker, I support this legis-
lation and urge my colleagues to do the 
same, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ), my very good friend and au-
thor of H.R. 2701. She serves as ranking 
member on the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Military Construc-
tion, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
Madam Speaker, I thank the ranking 
member for his indulgence in yielding 
time to speak in support of my bill, the 
Fallen Servicemembers Religious Her-
itage Restoration Act. I thank Chair-
man BOST for advancing this legisla-
tion through his committee and for his 
indulgence in reordering its consider-
ation on the floor so that I could make 
it here to actually speak on the bill. I 
very much appreciate it. 

My bill, as you have heard, is 
straightforward and bipartisan. It 
rights a wrong that occurred in some 
cases by accident where a Jewish serv-
icemember was laid to rest under a 
headstone misidentifying their reli-
gion. 

It ensures the United States properly 
honors the religion and heritage of the 
men and women who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our Nation. It does 
so by creating a program with the 
American Battle Monuments Commis-
sion to identify American-Jewish serv-
icemembers buried in U.S. military 
cemeteries in ABMC purview under 
headstones that incorrectly represent 
their religion and heritage. 

World War I and World War II were 
brutal and devastating, leading to chal-
lenges of ensuring every fallen Amer-
ican servicemember received the honor 
and respect of a proper burial. 

From World War II alone, it is esti-
mated that 600 American-Jewish serv-
icemembers killed in action remain im-
properly buried under Latin crosses 
rather than Stars of David. While some 
of these improper burials were due to 
clerical errors, we have heard many 
stories of Jewish war heroes not want-
ing to display their faith on their dog 
tags while fighting against the anti-Se-
mitic and genocidal Nazi regime. 

Sadly, this issue is not limited to 
World War II. 

This past spring, I had the honor of 
participating in a ceremony at Arling-
ton National Cemetery to properly 
honor two World War I fallen Amer-
ican-Jewish servicemembers, Private 
David Moser and Private First Class 
Adolph Hanf. Both were laid to rest for 
over 100 years under a headstone 
etched with a Latin cross. 

In a moving ceremony sponsored by 
Private Moser’s family, these Amer-
ican heroes’ headstones were replaced, 

properly honoring their heritage after 
all these years. It was so moving to 
honor the tremendous sacrifices Jewish 
Americans paid in service to our Na-
tion, fighting for the same rights and 
freedoms every American cherishes. 

At a moment when anti-Semitism is 
at record highs, this moment of healing 
was incredibly special. Knowing that 
there are hundreds of additional fallen 
Jewish servicemembers who deserve 
the same recognition as Private Moser 
and Private First Class Hanf makes 
this bill all the more important. 
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I have been honored by all the wide- 
ranging organizational support for the 
bill and for my colleagues who have 
partnered with me on this mission. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
man MAX MILLER for being my co-lead 
and Senators MORAN and ROSEN for 
championing this bill in the Senate. 

As the ranking member of Appropria-
tions’ Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee, which provides funding for 
the ABMC, I am acutely aware that the 
programs that Congress authorizes re-
quire funding to ensure proper imple-
mentation. 

In both fiscal year 2026 House and 
Senate MILCON-VA appropriations 
bills, we secured $500,000 to carry out 
this mission with ABMC, and I look 
forward to working with my colleagues 
to ensure that it stays in the bill as we 
continue consideration during con-
ference negotiations. 

It is critical that Jewish Americans 
who served our Nation in uniform and 
paid the ultimate price are able to be 
laid to rest honoring their religious 
heritage. Unfortunately, due to the fog 
of war, hundreds of Jewish service-
members were denied that last oppor-
tunity. 

This bill is an important step to 
allow for the research necessary to cor-
rect these errors and ensure there are 
resources for that work. This will 
make it possible for these brave Jewish 
servicemembers’ descendants to know 
that their loved one’s military service, 
life, and religious heritage are properly 
honored. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support passage of H.R. 2701 
so we can properly honor our fallen 
Jewish-American servicemembers. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I have no 
more speakers. I am ready to close, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
H.R. 2701, the Fallen Servicemembers 
Religious Heritage Restoration Act, as 
amended. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I encour-
age all Members to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 

that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2701, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DELIVERING DIGITALLY TO OUR 
VETERANS ACT OF 2025 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3481) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to provide for elec-
tronic communication relating to edu-
cational assistance benefits under the 
laws administered by the Secretary, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3481 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Delivering 
Digitally to Our Veterans Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENT TO CERTAIN OUTREACH 

UNDER SOLID START PROGRAM OF 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS. 

Section 6320(b) of title 38, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(B)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘calling’’ and inserting ‘‘com-

municating with’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘through the use of tailored 

lines of communication, including mailings, text 
messaging, virtual chatting, and other electronic 
forms of messaging’’ after ‘‘Armed Forces’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘tailored 
mailings’’ and inserting ‘‘tailored lines of com-
munication, including mailings, text messaging, 
virtual chatting, and other electronic forms of 
messaging,’’. 
SEC. 3. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS USE 

OF TAILORED LINES OF COMMU-
NICATION FOR CORRESPONDENCE 
RELATING TO EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE BENEFITS. 

Section 3680 of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(i)(1) The Secretary shall provide a mecha-
nism by which an eligible veteran or eligible per-
son may use tailored lines of communication to 
send and receive correspondence with the De-
partment of Veterans related to entitlement to 
and use of educational assistance benefits under 
the laws administered by the Secretary. The 
Secretary shall ensure that an eligible veteran 
or eligible person is provided with an oppor-
tunity to opt into sending and receiving such 
correspondence using such lines of communica-
tion rather than by mail. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall provide to eligible 
veterans and eligible persons who are enrolled 
in a course or program of education or training 
notice of the opportunity to opt in to sending 
and receiving correspondence using tailored 
lines of communication pursuant to paragraph 
(1). 

‘‘(3) In this subsection, the term ‘tailored lines 
of communication’ includes mailings, text mes-
saging, virtual chatting, and other electronic 
forms of messaging.’’. 
SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN LIMITS ON PAY-

MENTS OF PENSION. 
Section 5503(d)(7) of title 38, United States 

Code, is amended by striking ‘‘November 30, 
2031’’ and inserting ‘‘January 31, 2033’’. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 3481, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of H.R. 3481, as amended, offered 
by my friend and colleague, Represent-
ative TOM BARRETT from Michigan. 

This bill would allow veterans to opt 
in to receive messages digitally regard-
ing the GI Bill education benefit. 

Under current law, veterans in edu-
cation programs can only receive time- 
sensitive information from VA through 
the mail. The outdated practice forces 
veterans to wait weeks for information 
they could receive in minutes through 
a text message. 

Further, this bill would modernize 
VA’s Solid Start program by author-
izing it to communicate with veterans 
via text message. Right now, VA is 
only able to reach out to veterans in 
Solid Start by calling them. While the 
older generation of veterans pick up 
the phone, the VA Solid Start program 
has seen a concerning drop-off among 
younger veterans. This bill would 
bridge the gap in communication. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tive BARRETT for championing this bill 
and for finding solutions in the tech-
nology space to ensure student vet-
erans and transitioning servicemem-
bers are receiving up-to-date and time-
ly information. 

Madam Speaker, this bill is in lock-
step with the Republican majority’s ef-
forts to properly propel VA to meet 
veterans where they are. 

Madam Speaker, I also thank Rep-
resentative VAN ORDEN for his contin-
ued efforts to make necessary improve-
ments to the Transition Assistance 
Program, or the TAP program. 

Under my leadership, my committee 
will continue to honor its commitment 
to all veterans, ensuring the VA is 
working for our veterans. 

Madam Speaker, I also give special 
thanks to The American Legion, the 
PVA, and the VFW for their support. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 3481, as amend-
ed, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise to express my 
support for H.R. 3481, the Delivering 
Digitally to Our Veterans Act of 2025, 
as amended. 

Veterans should not have to fight to 
get information about their earned GI 
Bill benefits, and this legislation looks 
to ease access to information from the 
VA to veterans by allowing the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to do out-
reach using digital messaging, such as 
text messages, direct messages, and 
virtual chat, in addition to direct mail. 

VA is already doing much of this, but 
H.R. 3481, as amended, looks to codify 
these efforts into law to ensure they 
are available to veterans in the future. 

H.R. 3481, as amended, also includes 
the text of H.R. 3386, the Streamlining 
the Solid Start Communications Act. 
Then-Congresswoman Elissa Slotkin 
and Senator HASSAN permanently au-
thorized the Solid Start program, 
which has been a critical outreach to 
newly separated veterans. Solid Start 
allows VA to stay connected with vet-
erans as they navigate their transition 
to civilian life. 

H.R. 3481, as amended, expands VA 
Solid Start outreach efforts to include 
the same texts and digital options in-
cluded in the underlying text. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues in the House, and the Senate, 
as well, to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. BAR-
RETT), who is the sponsor of this bill. 

Mr. BARRETT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 3481, the 
Delivering Digitally to Our Veterans 
Act. 

This important legislation is a bipar-
tisan effort to finally bring the VA into 
the 21st century by changing the way 
veterans are notified about their bene-
fits. 

Right now, under current statute, 
veterans across America are left 
digging through the mail, often 
intermixed with junk mail and other 
notices that they may receive, just to 
find important updates from the VA, 
which often leads to things getting lost 
and delays in their benefits. 

In fact, it was not that long ago when 
I was in college and required to manu-
ally call in to a hotline for the VA 
every month to notify them that I was 
still a student enrolled in courses to re-
ceive my GI Bill benefits. 

H.R. 3481 fixes these issues by author-
izing the VA to send GI Bill and Solid 
Start updates to veterans digitally 
through their devices that so many of 
us carry around every single day. 

This is an opt-in program that 
doesn’t obligate any veteran to do this, 
but it is an easy and effective solution 
that will help veterans take advantage 
of the benefits they need when 
transitioning back into their commu-
nities after service. 

As the chairman said, this is also 
supported by The American Legion, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the Par-
alyzed Veterans of America because 
they understand the importance of 
what we are trying to do in this legis-
lation. 

By updating the way the VA commu-
nicates, we are guaranteeing veterans 
receive convenient and timely updates 
wherever they are, on their computer, 
phone, or tablet. Like so many stu-
dents, they may live remotely from 
their home address, which would pre-
vent them from receiving these up-
dates. 

It will also reduce postage costs, al-
lowing the VA to spend money in ways 
that better serve our Nation’s heroes. 
It is a win-win overall. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues, Mr. VAN ORDEN and Mr. TRAN, 
for their help in introducing this bill as 
we continue to work to improve the 
lives of veterans everywhere. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 
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Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask 
all my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 3481, the Delivering Digitally to 
Our Veterans Act, as amended. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, once 
again, I encourage all Members to sup-
port this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 3481, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

VA HOSPITAL INVENTORY MAN-
AGEMENT SYSTEM AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3494) to authorize the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to carry out an in-
formation technology system and 
prioritize certain requirements to man-
age supply chains for medical facilities 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3494 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘VA Hospital 
Inventory Management System Authoriza-
tion Act’’. 
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