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from the whistleblower who has talked
about what happened to the more than
300 million Americans who depend on
Social Security. This impacts all 435
congressional districts.

Madam Speaker, you have 161,000 So-
cial Security recipients in your dis-
trict. I know that you do not stand for
having their personal information gone
through, looked over, and utilized for
anything that was unintended, Ilet
alone having been taken from its se-
cure position in Social Security and
stored in a cloud that no one from the
Social Security Administration has ac-
cess to. That makes everyone’s infor-
mation vulnerable.

Democrats are calling for DOGE to
come before the Committee on Ways
and Means so that they can tell the
American people, number one, why
they needed to look at their personal
data to begin with and, number two,
what they are doing with it and why
they took it from a secure location.

No one on DOGE has been vetted by
the United States Senate or Congress.
None of them are accountable for what
they are doing. For the President to
allow them to have access to every
American’s personal data is an out-
rage.

Democrats and Republicans should
join together and do our responsibility
as a separate branch of government
and the branch of government that has
control over Social Security to make
sure that these DOGE individuals are
held accountable.

Democrats demand answers, and I am
proud to be joined by RICH NEAL in
making sure that, on the Committee
on Ways and Means, the committee of
cognizance for Social Security, we
have DOGE come before us. If they are
doing such a great job and are exposing
all of this fraud and abuse, why aren’t
they in front of Congress to tell us
about 1it? Democrats demand that
DOGE be held accountable for what
they have stolen and put into a cloud.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 27
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

God of justice and love, You have
told us what is good, that we are to
love You, O Lord our God, with all our
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heart, with all our soul, and with all
our mind. This first and greatest com-
mandment is written on our hearts.
This day and always may we follow
Your law.

But help us to see that to fulfill this
law, we are obliged to follow with as
much devotion the second law, to love
our neighbor as ourselves.

These days, when neighbors are often
our opponents, when loving them re-
quires us to set aside our anger, when
our own wounds bind our hearts from
reaching out, help us to realize that to
follow Your law is to reorient ourselves
to what it means to love You.

As You have blessed us, sinners that
we are, may we bless those who have
sinned against us. As we stand in debt
to Your mercy, may we show mercy to
those who have taken something from
us. And as we ourselves have violated
Your law, yet You love us. May we love
even those neighbors who have deeply
offended us.

To Your laws we dedicate our lives,
and in Your love may we live them.

In Your merciful name we pray.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——

CHARLIE KIRK: MARTYR FOR
FREEDOM

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, a consequence of Iliberal,
hateful bias and bigotry in campus aca-
demia is deranged radicalization, lead-
ing to violence as ‘‘the ends justify the
means.”’

In 2009, David Horowitz, in his book
“One-Party Classroom,” warned of in-
doctrination. The solution is mutual
respect to disagree, ending liberal dis-
crimination.

Sadly, I have endured liberal intoler-
ance, with no philosophical diversity of
faculty, where liberalism is dictated.
Yelling ‘‘fascism’ foolishly 3,000 times
by liberals has resulted in the assas-
sination of Charlie Kirk, as he coura-
geously proclaimed God, family, coun-
try. He is a martyr for freedom.

September 15, 2025

President Donald Trump and his sup-
porters are the opposite of fascist, na-
tional-socialist. Conservatives imple-
ment limited government, expanded
freedom, and peace through strength,
devolving power from Washington to
the people.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Trump is reinstituting peace through
strength, revealing war criminal Putin
lies, insulting Trump, speaking lovely
as Iranian-designed Russian drones in-
vade Poland, also Romania Saturday,
threatening American troops.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
THE UNITED STATES GROUP OF
THE NATO PARLIAMENTARY AS-
SEMBLY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
McDOWELL). The Chair announces the
Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 1928a, and the order of the House
of January 3, 2025, of the following
Member on the part of the House to the
United States Group of the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly:

Mr. BOYLE, Pennsylvania

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
THE MEXICO-UNITED STATES
INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276h,
clause 10 of rule I, and the order of the
House of January 3, 2025, of the fol-
lowing Members on the part of the
House to the Mexico-United States
Interparliamentary Group:

Mr. CUELLAR, Texas

Mr. CORREA, California

Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ, Texas

Ms. ESCOBAR, Texas

Mr. CARBAJAL, California

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas) at 3
p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.
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The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

EXTENSION OF SBIR AND STTR
AUTHORITY

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 5100) to extend the
SBIR and STTR programs, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5100

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF SBIR AND STTR AU-
THORITY.

(a) SBIR.—Section 9(m) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 638(m)) is amended by
striking ‘‘September 30, 2025’ and inserting
‘“‘September 30, 2026".

(b) STTR.—Section 9(n)(1)(A) of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 638(n)(1)(A)) is
amended by striking ‘‘through fiscal year
2025’ and inserting ‘‘though fiscal year 2026°°.
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF SBIR AND STTR PRO-

GRAMS AND ACTIVITIES.

(a) PHASE FLEXIBILITY.—Section 9(cc) of
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 638(cc)) is
amended by striking ‘‘through 2025 and in-
serting ‘‘through 2026°.

(b) COMMERCIALIZATION READINESS PRO-
GRAM FOR CIVILIAN AGENCIES PILOT PRO-
GRAM.—Section 9(gg)(7) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 638(gg)(7)) is amended by
striking ‘‘fiscal year 2025’ and inserting ‘‘fis-
cal year 2026,

(c) ACCELERATED AWARDS.—Section
9(hh)(2)(C) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 638(hh)(2)(C)) is amended by striking
“September 30, 2025 and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2026”°.

(d) PHASE 0 PIiLOT PROGRAM.—Section
9(ji)(7) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
638(jj)(7)) is amended by striking ‘‘fiscal year
2025’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal year 2026°.

(e) ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE.—Section
9(mm)(1) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
638(mm)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2025’ and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2026”°.

(f) INCREASED MINIMUM PERFORMANCE
STANDARDS.—Section 9(qq)(3)(I) of the Small
Business Act (156 TU.S.C. 638(qq)(3)(D)) is
amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 2025’
and inserting ‘“‘September 30, 2026°.

(g) COMMERCIALIZATION ASSISTANCE PILOT
PROGRAMS.—Section 9(uu)(3) of the Small
Business Act (156 U.S.C. 638(uu)(3)) is amended
by striking ‘‘September 30, 2025’° and insert-
ing ‘““‘September 30, 2026°°.

(h) DUE DILIGENCE PROGRAM.—Section
9(vv)(3)(C) of the Small Business Act (156
U.S.C. 638(vv)(3)(C)) is amended by striking
“September 30, 2025 and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2026°°.

(i) STTR PARTICIPATION OF MILITARY RE-
SEARCH AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS PILOT
PROGRAM.—Section 9(yy)(2) of the Small
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 638(yy)(2)) is amended
by striking ‘‘September 30, 2025’ and insert-
ing “September 30, 2026°.

(j) BUDGET CALCULATION PILOT PROGRAM.—
Section 9(zz)(3) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 638(zz)(3)) is amended by striking
“September 30, 2025 and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2026”°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of my bill, H.R. 5100. This bill extends
two programs critical for American in-
novation, the Small Business Innova-
tion Research, SBIR, and the Small
Business Technology Transfer, STTR,
programs, for 1 year.

I thank my colleagues, Ranking
Member VELAZQUEZ and Chairman
BABIN and Ranking Member LOFGREN
of the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology for cosponsoring this
bipartisan legislation.

Since the 1980s, the SBIR and the
STTR programs have fueled American
innovation by providing early-stage
funding to small businesses. These in-
vestments have led to groundbreaking
technologies that grow our economy
and strengthen our national defense.

SBIR and STTR programs have been
regularly reauthorized by Congress to
include many reforms to drive small
business. However, the programs will
expire at the end of this month, on
September 30, just 15 days away.

As my colleagues and I continue to
work toward the goal of a long-term re-
authorization, one thing has become
clear: Time is working against us. We
cannot allow these critical programs to
expire. Failing to extend these pro-
grams would be a disservice to small
businesses across the country. Put sim-
ply, American innovators cannot oper-
ate in uncertainty, and national secu-
rity cannot afford an innovation gap.

As chairman of the Small Business
Committee, I am committed to ensur-
ing these programs remain strong and
uninterrupted. H.R. 5100 will allow
Congress the additional time to work
toward a meaningful long-term and bi-
partisan reauthorization while also en-
suring that small businesses can con-
tinue to do what they do best, and that
is innovate.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
in the House again for joining me in re-
introducing this legislation. Their
partnership shows the SBIR and the
STTR programs’ strong bipartisan sup-
port and our shared commitment to
keeping America at the forefront of
discovery.

I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense extension, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5100, a simple bill to extend the

H4273

Small Business Innovation Research
and Small Business Technology Trans-
fer programs for an additional year.

Over the course of its 40-year history,
the SBIR and STTR have been among
the Federal Government’s most effec-
tive engines for driving innovation. By
channeling a small portion of research
and development budgets into highly
competitive awards, the government is
able to utilize our nimble and innova-
tive small businesses to drive forward
technological innovation and meet
critical agency needs.

These programs have been endlessly
scrutinized since their founding, but
economic analysis has shown an over-
whelmingly successful program with an
outsized return on investment for tax-
payers.

Unfortunately, the SBIR and STTR
programs are set to expire on Sep-
tember 30. If these programs are al-
lowed to expire, agencies would lose
the ability to issue new awards, cut-
ting off a vital source of early-stage
funding for small businesses. It would
also delay commercialization of prom-
ising technologies and weaken the
United States’ competitiveness with
foreign adversaries.

Despite this fast-approaching dead-
line, negotiations for a comprehensive
reauthorization are ongoing, and while
I attempted to start the process early
by introducing a bill last December,
formal negotiations didn’t start until
last month.

There are many areas of overlapping
priorities between the majority and
minority on this bill. We share a desire
to lower the barrier to entry for new
entrants and bridging the valley of
death for the most promising ideas.

However, there are some outstanding
issues we are working through that
will take additional time. That is why
I am grateful to our chairman, Mr.
WILLIAMS, as well as Chairman BABIN
and Ranking Member LOFGREN for
their support for a 1-year extension.

This program has always been bipar-
tisan, and it is imperative that we con-
tinue to work together to bridge our
differences in a thoughtful manner. A
l-year extension is the most respon-
sible course forward, one that five out
of six corners agree on. It gives agen-
cies and small businesses the certainty
they need, while giving us adequate
time to make the best decisions we
can.

While we have heard arguments that
this could be added to the NDAA, the
timeline simply does not make sense.
The programs will expire long before
final passage of the NDAA, and doing
so will result in a lapse in the program,
something that has never happened be-
fore.

A 1l-year extension does not mean
that the work ends. We will continue
to be at the table, ready to negotiate
and ultimately pass a bipartisan, bi-
cameral comprehensive reauthoriza-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes,” and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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