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Mind”, a new book about harnessing
the arts for health and wellness. It is
full of examples, stories, and research.

For today’s children and young
adults who will be tomorrow’s leaders,
I urge all of my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support the bipar-
tisan Arts Education for All bill. For
those keeping track, it is H.R. 2485, and
to fully fund the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act, especially title I and title
IV-A.

This is so students do better in
school and become creative, critical
thinkers. It is so our economy can
thrive because the next generation will
know how to collaborate, commu-
nicate, and come up with new ideas and
new ways to solve problems. It is also
so0 young people and people of every
generation can learn more about each
other’s ideas and culture, and we can
work on healing.

———

UNITED STATES CAPITOL HISTOR-
ICAL SOCIETY RECOGNIZES PAT-
RICK McHENRY

(Ms. Foxx of North Carolina was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise to
recognize a dear friend and former col-
league, Patrick McHenry.

This week, the United States Capitol
Historical Society is recognizing Pat-
rick as a recipient of the Freedom
Award.

The award serves to recognize and
honor individuals and organizations
that have advanced greater public un-
derstanding and appreciation for free-
dom as represented by the U.S. Capitol
and Congress.

Madam Speaker, there is no question
in my mind that Patrick McHenry de-
serves this award and continued praise
for his service to the Nation and to
North Carolina.

I congratulate Patrick on this rec-
ognition for his patriotism, for being a
wonderful role model, and for his over-
all service to the Nation.

May God continue to bless Patrick,
and may He continue to bless his won-
derful family.

———

GREATER SANCTION PRESSURE
ON RUSSIA

(Mr. HILL of Arkansas was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, in 1958, former Prime Min-
ister of Great Britain, Harold Mac-
millan, paraphrasing a remark from
Winston Churchill 4 years earlier, left
us with the great expression: jaw-jaw is
better than war-war.

It is because of our great power that
our rivals seek to end the American
way of life through direct or gray zone
war attacks or by cyber or economic
destruction, and we certainly should
routinely jaw-jaw with those great
powers about our possible shared objec-
tives and deep concerns.

However, in the instance of Czar
Putin, he has never been interested in
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jaw-jaw. He is a creature of his KGB
upbringing. There was no jaw-jaw with
the Chechens in 1999, and there was no
jaw-jaw with the Georgians, only
tanks, in 2008. There was no jaw-jaw,
only propaganda, corruption, and death
in Putin’s approach to Ukraine during
President Obama’s administration.

Under President Obama, Putin con-
ducted his overt and covert actions in
Ukraine with some 10,000 Ukrainians
killed in the fighting, including 2,000
civilians, yet Obama and his European
allies simply looked down at their
shoes. In 2014, Putin took Crimea with-
out firing a shot. He is a disgrace to
the rich, cultural history of the Rus-
sian people, and he has thoroughly cor-
rupted a false and bordering-on-insane
historic narrative regarding his threats
and ambitions in Ukraine.

America, as the instrumental force
inside the transatlantic alliance, re-
mains ready to stand shoulder to
shoulder to back this European resolve.
This is something that neither Obama
nor Biden would do. They simply took
the easy way out by agreeing to what-
ever the weakest European voice was
at the time.

This European attitude of: Here, let
me hold your coat, has plagued and
frustrated all American Presidents
from Eisenhower to Trump. Jack Ken-
nedy famously called out their unwill-
ingness to pay for their own defense
stating how wrong it was to let the Eu-
ropeans live off the fat of the land in
American economic and military secu-
rity.
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Madam Speaker, here is what needs
to happen now. The United States and
our European allies must agree that we
will not support the immoral importa-
tion of Russian oil and gas. Europe has
affordable, effective alternatives.

The United States and our European
allies should work through sanctions
and other forms of economic statecraft
to communicate firmly and consist-
ently to large non-European buyers of
Russian oil and gas that the time to
act is now.

Congress should act by immediately
passing Congressman ZACH NUNN’s bi-
partisan PEACE Act. This proposal
would finally kneecap Russia’s energy
revenues, which still total some $200
billion per year. This would impose
secondary sanctions on the country, in-
cluding on Gazprom and Rosneft.

It passed out of my committee, the
Financial Services Committee, by a
vote of 53-1. It would be the first inten-
sive sanctioning of the Russian bank-
ing industry since the invasion.

Under Congressman NUNN’s PEACE
Act, the U.S. would take Russian sov-
ereign assets that have been immo-
bilized and let the Ukrainians use them
to purchase defensive weapons.

Congress should also fully consider,
debate, amend, and pass the sanction
legislation offered by Senator LINDSEY
GRAHAM, which has 84 cosponsors, and
its companion bill in the House spon-
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sored by BRIAN
FITZPATRICK.

The President should, as a part of a
newfound backbone in the G7, fully im-
plement the REPO Act, which I worked
on diligently with former Foreign Af-
fairs Chairman MICHAEL MCCAUL and
Senate Foreign Relations Chair JIM
Ri1scH. This measure, signed into law in
2024, puts direct and immediate heat on
Russian sovereign assets held outside
the country.

Here again, we need the Europeans to
step forward. In the spring of 2024, the
Council of Europe actually fully sup-
ported this idea with a 100 percent
vote.

Congress should also authorize fund-
ing for the U.S. Geological Survey to
fully review all Soviet-era geological
surveys of Ukraine, both in the con-
tested Donbas region, as well as free
Ukraine, and provide Congress and the
administration with an up-to-date as-
sessment of the strategic minerals
available for Ukraine’s further eco-
nomic development.

The time for action is now. Appar-
ently, Putin needs more unified pres-
sure to convince him that, in fact, jaw-
jaw is better than war-war.

Let’s not look back with regret that
Congress did not act in the face of
Putin’s corrupt, catastrophic, and con-
temptuous regime that laughs in the
face of his European neighbors and our
American President.

———

HONORING JULIE TAGEN

(Mr. RASKIN of Maryland was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, on the
occasion of her retirement, I rise today
to recognize the extraordinary public
service of Julie Tagen, who served over
the last 9 years in a succession of crit-
ical posts for me: as my chief of staff,
as my staff director when I was the
ranking member of the House Over-
sight Committee, as my staff director
when I was the ranking member on the
House Judiciary Committee, and al-
ways as a cherished friend, a trusted
adviser, and an active constituent.

A native of Philadelphia, who unfor-
tunately never recovered from her love
of Philly sports teams, Julie is a grad-
uate of the University of Maryland.
She is a devoted Terp, a lover of the
Eastern Shore, and a true-blue Mary-
lander.

She has had a dazzling career in poli-
tics and public service. A Capitol Hill
veteran of 20 years, she has been a pow-
erful force for good on the Hill who has
always worked to bring our govern-
ment closer to the needs and the values
of our people.

I first met Julie in 2016 when I was
running for Congress in Maryland’s
Eighth District. I was fortunate that
Terry Lierman, who was chief of staff
to STENY HOYER, introduced me to
Julie from Silver Spring, and off we
went.

I will never forget the long hike that
Julie and I took through Rock Creek
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Park as we discussed her storied career
in public life working for former Con-
gressman Alan Grayson, the National
Association of Retired Federal Em-
ployees, the Democratic National Com-
mittee, Howard Dean, the Gay and Les-
bian Victory Fund, and the Human
Rights Campaign.

For this freshman Member of the
House from Maryland in 2017, Julie
quickly amassed a top-tier team and
got our House office up and running.
With my amazing district chief, Kath-
leen Connor, Julie saw my office
through good times and bad, legislative
victories and government shutdowns,
the COVID-19 pandemic, the January 6
insurrection and the second impeach-
ment trial, through sickness and
through health, and all of the public
and private trials and traumas of our
days.

Julie has great political instincts and
amazing historical awareness. She is
unflappable. She is understated, and
she is always kind. She has a mar-
velous sense of humor. She is quick to
laugh. She always finds the time to
help a friend or colleague in need, and
she has been a mentor to generations
of junior staffers. Countless young,
eager public servants have sought her
out for advice and insight. She has
taken many of them under her wing
and connected them with different
ways to serve on Capitol Hill and our
people in the government.

Finding someone like Julie is a very
special thing on Capitol Hill. She can
get almost anybody in Washington on
the phone, but she always makes time
for all of our constituents in Mary-
land’s beautiful Eighth District.

I will miss her daily compassion, her
wisdom, and her excellent advice. I will
miss her irrepressible love for Bruce
Springsteen and the E Street Band. We
went to several concerts together.

I know Julie has many new adven-
tures ahead of her and many great bat-
tles to fight with her amazing wife,
Dee, and their two fantastic kids, Carly
and Natasha.

On behalf of the people of Maryland’s
beautiful Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict, on behalf of all of the members of
Team Raskin past and present, I thank
Julie Tagen for her remarkable service
to our country, our Congress, our peo-
ple, and our democracy. We wish her
Godspeed in all of her projects ahead.

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S PEACE
THROUGH STRENGTH AGENDA

(Mr. JoYcE of Pennsylvania was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to speak on the
importance of the National Defense
Authorization Act that I proudly sup-
ported on the House floor just last
week.

This bill will implement President
Trump’s Peace Through Strength agen-
da by restoring our military’s lethality
and accountability. Components of the
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NDAA will bring an end to the dan-
gerous, leftwing ideologies that have
been incorporated into our military.
For far too long, woke-ism has been
prioritized in our military. This bill
signals the change that once again puts
our servicemembers first.

Additionally, the NDAA secures
made-in-America military equipment
to provide our troops with the best
tools that are made by hardworking
American hands, not by foreign compa-
nies. This bill tackles our Nation’s
weak supply chains and diminishing
manufacturing by bringing American
industries back to the table.

This legislation will save billions of
taxpayer dollars by reducing ineffi-
cient and unnecessary funding for de-
fense programs. The NDAA builds on
efforts started in the Working Families
Tax Cuts Act to stimulate our econ-
omy and to bring jobs back home.
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ADDRESSING MISLEADING ADVERTISING FOR
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, President Trump took execu-
tive actions last week to address mis-
leading prescription drug advertise-
ments.

This action will direct the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to en-
sure that full and accurate information
is available on the risks associated
with prescription drugs. It works to
prohibit pharmaceutical companies
from promoting drug usage over life-
style changes.

This will also eliminate the inappro-
priate intervention between a patient
and the patient’s doctor. Unregulated
prescription drug advertising often
misinforms the public about a drug’s
full risks and potential benefits.

This initiative by President Trump
delivers on a promise to put Americans
first by promoting a high degree of
transparency. I strongly support Presi-
dent Trump’s action to address this
issue to ensure that patients can once
again rebuild their trust in the Amer-
ican health system.

HONORING CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF
FAYETTE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the Fay-
ette Volunteer Fire Company of
McAlisterville in Juniata County,
Pennsylvania, for their 100 years of
service.

The selfless spirit of the officers and
members has characterized the com-
pany since it was founded in the sum-
mer of 1925. Whether responding to
calls, participating in training, or
sponsoring fundraising, these incred-
ible volunteers engage at the highest
level of commitment.

A faithful observance of duty has
been the keystone of the Fayette Fire
Company’s mission. These initiatives
will continue to positively influence
current and future members.

On behalf of everyone in the 13th
Congressional District, I congratulate
the Fayette Fire Company of Juniata
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County on its 100th anniversary and ex-
press my personal thanks for their dis-
tinguished legacy of community serv-
ice.
RECOGNIZING 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF
WILLIAMSBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
milestone anniversary of the Williams-
burg Public Library in Blair County,
Pennsylvania, as they celebrate 75
years of service.

The methods that Blair County resi-
dents use to access information have
changed since the library system was
established in 1950. However, the mis-
sion of the library system remains the
same: to provide materials and infor-
mation services for lifelong learning,
enrichment, and reading.

It has often been stated that libraries
aren’t about the books but about the
people. Nowhere is that perspective
more clearly evident, in form and func-
tion, than in the Williamsburg Public
Library.

On behalf of everyone in Pennsylva-
nia’s 13th Congressional District, I con-
gratulate the residents of the borough
of Williamsburg on this incredible
milestone and express gratitude to the
library team for their enduring com-
mitment to promoting the joys of life-
long learning through reading.

————————

CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF
CHARLIE KIRK

(Mr. LARSON of Connecticut was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, first and foremost, I rise
today with our deepest condolences for
the family of Charlie Kirk.

Violence of any kind, especially vio-
lence that we have seen in this country
way too often, should never be con-
doned. Whether it is the Kirk family or
the families of the kids who were shot
in Colorado, it is gut-wrenching and
sorrowful that our Nation continues to
go through this plague of gun violence.

Madam Speaker, it has been 13 years
since Sandy Hook in my home State of
Connecticut. It is long overdue for Con-
gress to have a vote. Universal back-
ground checks are a commonsense way
that we can deal with this, and I see no
reason why we can’t pass this as a Con-
gress. Frankly, I believe that we should
ban assault weapons, as well.

Hopefully, people in this body will
come to their senses and have Congress
take a vote, at a minimum, for the
families who were impacted and for our
future. That is all that is required of
us.

Again, our hearts go out to the Kirk
family and, certainly, the families of
the students at Evergreen High School
in Colorado.

DEMANDING ANSWERS FROM DOGE

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, I rise this morning because
Democrats have introduced a resolu-
tion of inquiry to get the information
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