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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. BICE).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 15, 2025.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEPHANIE
I. BICE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2025, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50
p.m.

———

NATIONAL ARTS IN EDUCATION
WEEK 2025

(Ms. BONAMICI of Oregon was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker,
“Let there be peace on Earth, and let it
begin with me.”

Madam Speaker, like many of you, I
grew up singing that song. We sang it
at camp, on holidays, and in school. It
has no genre. It has been performed by
country, soul, gospel, and Latin rock
artists like Carlos Santana, Pat Boone,
Johnny Mathis, Gladys Knight, Nat
King Cole, and Mahalia Jackson.

Here is its history. It was written
back in the 1950s for a group of teen-
agers from different religions and ra-
cial and economic backgrounds. They
were brought together in California at
a workshop designed to create friend-
ship and understanding through edu-
cation.

The teens said that singing helped
them to create a climate where they
would have world peace and under-
standing.

I have been thinking about that a lot
this past week, especially in the con-
text of education. This is National Arts
in Education Week. It is a time to cele-
brate and recognize the importance of
arts education.

Maybe you wonder
Speaker.

There are many reasons, and here are
three:

Students do better in school when
they have arts education.

Arts education inspires creativity,
which is important for economic
growth and innovation.

Importantly, the arts help heal, and
students and our Nation need healing.

First, scores of studies over several
years show that students do better in
all subjects when they have arts edu-
cation. Unfortunately, arts education
is often seen as an extra, or it is cut be-
cause it is not included in the national
test scores, but that is very short-
sighted.

Arts education has a remarkable and
positive effect on students’ academic,
social, and emotional outcomes, in-
cluding higher test scores, more com-
passion for others, and fewer discipli-
nary problems. It also keeps students
interested in school, improves attend-
ance, and increases graduation rates.

Arts education benefits every stu-
dent, even in preschool. A recent study
shows that students in an arts-inte-
grated preschool show three times the
growth in vocabulary compared with a
similar program without the arts. That
is something to celebrate.

why, Madam

Second, arts education will prepare
students for the jobs of today and to-
morrow. Many people talk about the
four Cs of job skills for the 21st cen-
tury: collaboration, creativity, com-
munication, and critical thinking. I
will add a fifth: confidence.

I visited Quatama Elementary
School, an arts-integrated STEAM
school in my home State of Oregon,
where two sixth-grade students ex-
plained how they made a stop-motion
animation film about cell division.
Now, that was very impressive, and
they were very confident. With more
technology and artificial intelligence,
students will need skills to observe,
analyze, question, and consider mul-
tiple perspectives. It is not just an-
swering questions, it is knowing what
questions to ask. These skills are all
enhanced with arts education.

There are millions of jobs in arts and
culture sectors across the country.
Madam Speaker, when you listen to
music or watch a TV show or a movie
or play a video game, those are all cre-
ated by artists. However, collabora-
tion, creativity, communication, crit-
ical thinking, and confidence help in
any career and in life.

Finally, the arts heal, and we need
that now. The brain research is there;
the arts improve health and well-being.

A few years ago I met two students
at Aloha High School in Oregon. They
were in a music class. They were high
school students, and I asked them what
they liked about the class. They told
me they had both lost family members
during COVID, so they wrote a song
about it. They said that when they
sang, it made them feel better.

In fact, the former Surgeon General,
Vivek Murthy, said that music is medi-
cine, and research continues to show
the healing power of the arts.

The VA runs a successful arts ther-
apy program for veterans with PTSD.
World-renowned soprano, Renee Flem-
ing, recently released ‘‘Music and
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Mind”, a new book about harnessing
the arts for health and wellness. It is
full of examples, stories, and research.

For today’s children and young
adults who will be tomorrow’s leaders,
I urge all of my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support the bipar-
tisan Arts Education for All bill. For
those keeping track, it is H.R. 2485, and
to fully fund the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act, especially title I and title
IV-A.

This is so students do better in
school and become creative, critical
thinkers. It is so our economy can
thrive because the next generation will
know how to collaborate, commu-
nicate, and come up with new ideas and
new ways to solve problems. It is also
so0 young people and people of every
generation can learn more about each
other’s ideas and culture, and we can
work on healing.

———

UNITED STATES CAPITOL HISTOR-
ICAL SOCIETY RECOGNIZES PAT-
RICK McHENRY

(Ms. Foxx of North Carolina was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise to
recognize a dear friend and former col-
league, Patrick McHenry.

This week, the United States Capitol
Historical Society is recognizing Pat-
rick as a recipient of the Freedom
Award.

The award serves to recognize and
honor individuals and organizations
that have advanced greater public un-
derstanding and appreciation for free-
dom as represented by the U.S. Capitol
and Congress.

Madam Speaker, there is no question
in my mind that Patrick McHenry de-
serves this award and continued praise
for his service to the Nation and to
North Carolina.

I congratulate Patrick on this rec-
ognition for his patriotism, for being a
wonderful role model, and for his over-
all service to the Nation.

May God continue to bless Patrick,
and may He continue to bless his won-
derful family.

———

GREATER SANCTION PRESSURE
ON RUSSIA

(Mr. HILL of Arkansas was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, in 1958, former Prime Min-
ister of Great Britain, Harold Mac-
millan, paraphrasing a remark from
Winston Churchill 4 years earlier, left
us with the great expression: jaw-jaw is
better than war-war.

It is because of our great power that
our rivals seek to end the American
way of life through direct or gray zone
war attacks or by cyber or economic
destruction, and we certainly should
routinely jaw-jaw with those great
powers about our possible shared objec-
tives and deep concerns.

However, in the instance of Czar
Putin, he has never been interested in
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jaw-jaw. He is a creature of his KGB
upbringing. There was no jaw-jaw with
the Chechens in 1999, and there was no
jaw-jaw with the Georgians, only
tanks, in 2008. There was no jaw-jaw,
only propaganda, corruption, and death
in Putin’s approach to Ukraine during
President Obama’s administration.

Under President Obama, Putin con-
ducted his overt and covert actions in
Ukraine with some 10,000 Ukrainians
killed in the fighting, including 2,000
civilians, yet Obama and his European
allies simply looked down at their
shoes. In 2014, Putin took Crimea with-
out firing a shot. He is a disgrace to
the rich, cultural history of the Rus-
sian people, and he has thoroughly cor-
rupted a false and bordering-on-insane
historic narrative regarding his threats
and ambitions in Ukraine.

America, as the instrumental force
inside the transatlantic alliance, re-
mains ready to stand shoulder to
shoulder to back this European resolve.
This is something that neither Obama
nor Biden would do. They simply took
the easy way out by agreeing to what-
ever the weakest European voice was
at the time.

This European attitude of: Here, let
me hold your coat, has plagued and
frustrated all American Presidents
from Eisenhower to Trump. Jack Ken-
nedy famously called out their unwill-
ingness to pay for their own defense
stating how wrong it was to let the Eu-
ropeans live off the fat of the land in
American economic and military secu-
rity.
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Madam Speaker, here is what needs
to happen now. The United States and
our European allies must agree that we
will not support the immoral importa-
tion of Russian oil and gas. Europe has
affordable, effective alternatives.

The United States and our European
allies should work through sanctions
and other forms of economic statecraft
to communicate firmly and consist-
ently to large non-European buyers of
Russian oil and gas that the time to
act is now.

Congress should act by immediately
passing Congressman ZACH NUNN’s bi-
partisan PEACE Act. This proposal
would finally kneecap Russia’s energy
revenues, which still total some $200
billion per year. This would impose
secondary sanctions on the country, in-
cluding on Gazprom and Rosneft.

It passed out of my committee, the
Financial Services Committee, by a
vote of 53-1. It would be the first inten-
sive sanctioning of the Russian bank-
ing industry since the invasion.

Under Congressman NUNN’s PEACE
Act, the U.S. would take Russian sov-
ereign assets that have been immo-
bilized and let the Ukrainians use them
to purchase defensive weapons.

Congress should also fully consider,
debate, amend, and pass the sanction
legislation offered by Senator LINDSEY
GRAHAM, which has 84 cosponsors, and
its companion bill in the House spon-
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sored by BRIAN
FITZPATRICK.

The President should, as a part of a
newfound backbone in the G7, fully im-
plement the REPO Act, which I worked
on diligently with former Foreign Af-
fairs Chairman MICHAEL MCCAUL and
Senate Foreign Relations Chair JIM
Ri1scH. This measure, signed into law in
2024, puts direct and immediate heat on
Russian sovereign assets held outside
the country.

Here again, we need the Europeans to
step forward. In the spring of 2024, the
Council of Europe actually fully sup-
ported this idea with a 100 percent
vote.

Congress should also authorize fund-
ing for the U.S. Geological Survey to
fully review all Soviet-era geological
surveys of Ukraine, both in the con-
tested Donbas region, as well as free
Ukraine, and provide Congress and the
administration with an up-to-date as-
sessment of the strategic minerals
available for Ukraine’s further eco-
nomic development.

The time for action is now. Appar-
ently, Putin needs more unified pres-
sure to convince him that, in fact, jaw-
jaw is better than war-war.

Let’s not look back with regret that
Congress did not act in the face of
Putin’s corrupt, catastrophic, and con-
temptuous regime that laughs in the
face of his European neighbors and our
American President.

———

HONORING JULIE TAGEN

(Mr. RASKIN of Maryland was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, on the
occasion of her retirement, I rise today
to recognize the extraordinary public
service of Julie Tagen, who served over
the last 9 years in a succession of crit-
ical posts for me: as my chief of staff,
as my staff director when I was the
ranking member of the House Over-
sight Committee, as my staff director
when I was the ranking member on the
House Judiciary Committee, and al-
ways as a cherished friend, a trusted
adviser, and an active constituent.

A native of Philadelphia, who unfor-
tunately never recovered from her love
of Philly sports teams, Julie is a grad-
uate of the University of Maryland.
She is a devoted Terp, a lover of the
Eastern Shore, and a true-blue Mary-
lander.

She has had a dazzling career in poli-
tics and public service. A Capitol Hill
veteran of 20 years, she has been a pow-
erful force for good on the Hill who has
always worked to bring our govern-
ment closer to the needs and the values
of our people.

I first met Julie in 2016 when I was
running for Congress in Maryland’s
Eighth District. I was fortunate that
Terry Lierman, who was chief of staff
to STENY HOYER, introduced me to
Julie from Silver Spring, and off we
went.

I will never forget the long hike that
Julie and I took through Rock Creek

Congressman



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-06T08:51:11-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




