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That is what is happening now across 

this country, especially in Texas, 
where the President of the United 
States—specificities—had the Justice 
Department to send a letter to the At-
torney General of the State of Texas, 
indicating that four districts, all of 
which had minority representation, 
four districts should be redrawn be-
cause the State of Texas drew them 
specifically such that minorities would 
be elected. 

Then the Attorney General from the 
State of Texas had a retort. He refuted 
what the Justice Department said. He 
said: No, our lines were drawn for par-
tisan advantage. 

That is lawful. If you draw the lines 
with race in mind, then that is unlaw-
ful. We can’t draw lines to prevent peo-
ple from acquiring a representation 
based upon race. We can’t do that. 

The Attorney General refuted it. 
That should have ended it; but, no, it 
didn’t. Notwithstanding the evidence 
that the Attorney General presented, 
indicating that they didn’t do what the 
letter from the Justice Department al-
leges, Texas went on. 

What Texas has done is racist. We 
can’t say that on CNN. If we say that 
it is racist on CNN, we become persona 
non grata. We are not going to be back 
on CNN. If we are there, the host would 
send little signals to let people know 
that this was something that was im-
posed and not something that was de-
sired. 

CNN is a status quo news network. I 
am not a status quo Representative. I 
want to change the status quo. I don’t 
want to manage the status quo. CNN 
does. CNN wants to manage racism and 
eliminate anti-Semitism. 

I want my dear friends to know that 
what Texas has done is racist, and I am 
using specificities. I have called to the 
attention of the public those two let-
ters, and they are available. 

Mr. Speaker, I have to do what I do. 
I don’t ask others to follow me. I am 
uniquely qualified to do what I do. I 
only ask those others who know that I 
am speaking truth: Don’t be the one to 
try to trip me up. Just let me do what 
I can do. My friends will do as best 
they can to do what they can do. To-
gether, we will get things done. 

We have to be truthful about our cir-
cumstances, or we will never end them. 
They will always remain the same. 

I close, my dear friends, my dear 
brothers and sisters—and I say this be-
cause, like Dr. King, I believe that 
there is but one race and that is the 
human race. Like Dr. King, I believe 
that all persons have been created 
equal, as has been indicated and eluci-
dated in many documents that we hold 
near and dear in this country. I believe 
in one race. That is the human race. 

My dear friends, as a human being, I 
knew Mr. Kirk. I know the humanity 
that he had. I know the decency that 
should have been afforded him. I know 
that what happened to him was wrong, 
and it doesn’t matter who did it. It was 
wrong. 

If it turns out it is a leftwing person, 
as defined by people, that is wrong. I 
am not going to stand for that. Quite 
frankly, I don’t know any Democrats 
that would stand for that. It doesn’t 
matter. We aren’t going to say the per-
son shouldn’t be punished. 

I speak in specificities. I don’t come 
to the floor and paint with a broad 
brush. I don’t think all of my col-
leagues on the other side are racist. I 
don’t label all of them as rightwing 
nuts. If I see someone do something, I 
am going to call them out. I am not 
going to label everybody. 

Mr. Speaker, I knew his humanity. I 
knew that he had every right to say 
what he was saying. He had every right 
to say things that I would never agree 
with. He had every right, if ever given 
the opportunity, to vote against me. 
That is not a reason for anybody to im-
pose violence upon him. 

He had every right to do these things 
and walk away and go back home to 
his family. He should have spent the 
night either with his family or know-
ing that his family was secure and they 
knew that he was secure. He had every 
right to raise those babies. 

This was a wrong that was per-
petrated. I want to go further and say 
the people who have been killed in 
their places of worship had every right 
to worship as they chose and to do it in 
their various places of worship. 

Children have the right to go to 
school. Their parents have the right to 
pick them up at the end of the school 
day. 

I don’t label the attempt on Con-
gresswoman Giffords’ life as a right-
wing plot. I don’t do that. 

I believe that people are responsible 
for their behavior. On a day such as 
this, I don’t know that we ought to 
allow this to go unnoticed when there 
is a headline that reads: Growing left-
wing violence blamed for deadly shoot-
ing. 

I believe in specificities. I believe in 
the decency that human beings should 
afford each other. 

I am going to continue to do that be-
cause Dr. King was and is right. We do 
have to learn to live together, all of us, 
as brothers and sisters, or we will all 
perish together as fools. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCDOWELL). Members are reminded to 
refrain from engaging in personalities 
toward the President. 

f 

b 1240 

TRAGIC LOSS OF CHARLIE KIRK 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. KILEY of 
California was recognized for 30 min-
utes.) 

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise at a moment when the Nation 
is still in shock over the sudden and 
senseless death, the brutal, barbaric 
murder, and the cold-blooded assas-
sination of a man beloved by millions. 

The depth of this tragedy is hard to 
process: a life cut short at age 31, a 
wife left without a husband and two 
young children without a father. 

The tributes that have poured in 
these last 24 hours from people from all 
walks of life and all corners of the po-
litical universe, the raw grief, and the 
remarkable eulogies bear testament to 
a life of generational importance, a life 
cruelly limited in years but immeas-
urable in impact. 

I offer my own heartfelt prayers 
along with hundreds of millions of oth-
ers in this country and around the 
world. As we pray for Charlie and his 
loved ones, so too do I pray for our 
country. 

We are in a perilous moment. We 
don’t yet have all the facts about yes-
terday’s horrifying events, and the 
killer remains at large. What we do 
know is that political division has con-
tinued to deepen in this country and 
that political violence is on the rise. 

With a loss this profound, with evil 
this glaring, and with so much pain, 
suffering, anger, and fear, this cycle 
could escalate. A new, more severe 
round of accusations and recrimina-
tions, of demonization and dehuman-
ization, could bring our politics and so-
ciety to a darker place. 

That isn’t where things have to go. 
This can also be an occasion for soul- 
searching as a country. As all decent 
people condemn this horrifying act of 
political violence, we can be reminded 
of the broader swath of common 
ground that we share. It is a belief that 
political differences should be resolved 
through dialogue, debate, and elec-
tions, not force. It is a commitment to 
the founding ideals of our country, 
however differently we might conceive 
of them at any given moment, that all 
men and women are created equal and 
are endowed by their creator with in-
alienable rights. 

More basically, we all want to see 
our economy thrive, our communities 
safe, and our families happy and 
healthy. 

The last time we truly came together 
around our shared ideals and aspira-
tions in a sustained way and stood sol-
idly together on the common ground of 
our body politic was 24 years ago 
today. The tragedy of September 11 
crystallized America’s transcendent 
values in a way that made every degree 
of difference seem trifling. 

We were all Americans then, and still 
today, we are all Americans. I don’t be-
lieve that the generation that has 
passed since 9/11 has depleted our abil-
ity to come together as a country, and 
I don’t believe that an attack on the 
homeland is the only thing that can re-
kindle it. At this moment, working to 
rediscover that capacity for unity is a 
matter of the highest urgency to our 
Nation’s future. 

A simple thing we can all do: If you 
have a friend or family member whom 
you have stopped talking to because of 
political differences, this might be a 
good time to reach out and to say that 
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we are still friends and still family. 
Politics isn’t everything, and politics 
itself, when properly conducted, can 
foster friendship and build community 
even among ideological opponents. 

That is what Charlie Kirk devoted 
his life to. He brought people of all per-
spectives together to talk to one an-
other, to have a vigorous exchange of 
ideas, to discuss how best we can fulfill 
America’s promise, and to participate 
in democracy. 

Charlie Kirk’s example shows that 
when you are willing to have conversa-
tions, Mr. Speaker, you often learn 
things. You may not be persuaded by 
your opponents, but you can appreciate 
their perspective, see where they are 
coming from, see them as people, dis-
cover surprising points of agreement, 
and gain a more nuanced under-
standing of your own position by un-
derstanding theirs. 

That is something we can all try to 
do better, especially those of us in 
elected office. 

I ask every Member of this House, 
myself included, to think hard about 
how we can approach our work here 
with a greater spirit of collegiality and 
conciliation. In this terrible moment, 
that has to be the path forward for our 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 45 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, Sep-
tember 15, 2025, at noon for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION 

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Member executed the oath for 
access to classified information: 

James R. Walkinshaw 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–1914. A letter from the Acting Presi-
dent and Chairman, Board of Directors, Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States, 
transmitting a statement involving trans-
actions of exports to Pakistan, pursuant to 
12 U.S.C. 635(b)(3); July 31, 1945, ch. 341, Sec. 
2 (as added by Public Law 102-266, Sec. 102); 
(106 Stat. 95); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–1915. A letter from the Acting Presi-
dent and Chairman, Board of Directors, Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States, 
transmitting a statement involving trans-
actions of exports to Turkey, pursuant to 12 
U.S.C. 635(b)(3); July 31, 1945, ch. 341, Sec. 2 
(as added by Public Law 102-266, Sec. 102); 
(106 Stat. 95); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–1916. A letter from the Section Chief, 
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the 
Service’s final rule — Continuing Profes-
sional Education Requirements of the Joint 
Board for the Enrollment of Actuaries [TD 
10032] (RIN: 1545-BQ30) received September 5, 
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Education and Workforce. 

EC–1917. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s report, ‘‘Medicaid Services In-
vestment and Accountability Act of 2019 Pre-
venting the Misclassification of Drugs Under 
the Medicaid Drug Rebate Program Federal 
Fiscal Year 2024’’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 
1396r-8(c)(4)(C)(i); Public Law 116-16, Sec. 
6(b)(1); (133 Stat. 862); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1918. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Transmittal 
No. DDTC 25-058 Certification of Proposed 
Issuance of an Export License Pursuant to 
Sec 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–1919. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries — Alaska Re-
gion, NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of 
the Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Re-
allocation of Pacific Cod in the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Management Area 
[Docket No.: 240304-0068; RTID 0648-XD854] re-
ceived September 5, 2025, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–1920. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries — Southeast 
Region, NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of 
the South Atlantic; Commercial Closure for 
Blueline Tilefish in the South Atlantic 
[Docket No.: 140501394-5279-02] (RTID: 0648- 
XF042) received September 5, 2025, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

EC–1921. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries — Alaska Re-
gion, NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of 
the Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pa-
cific Cod by Catcher Vessels Greater Than or 
Equal to 50 Feet Length Overall Using Hook- 
and-Line Gear in the Central Regulatory 
Area of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 
240227-0061; RTID 0648-XD802] received Sep-
tember 5, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–1922. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries — GARFO, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Summer Floun-
der Fishery; Quota Transfer From NC to NY 
[Docket No.: 221223-0282; RTID 0648-XD616] re-
ceived September 5, 2025, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–1923. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries — [SERO], 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of the 
Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlan-
tic; Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mex-
ico; Partial Holdback of Commercial Quota 
for Gag in the Gulf of Mexico [Docket No.: 

230427-0115; RTID 0648-XD523] received Sep-
tember 5, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–1924. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries — HMS, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s temporary rule — Atlantic Highly 
Migratory Species; Atlantic Bluefin Tuna 
Fisheries; General Category September Time 
Period Quota Transfer and Closure [Docket 
No.: 220523-0193; RTID 0648-XD337] received 
September 5, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–1925. A letter from the Branch Chief, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries — West Coast 
Region, NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s inseason modification of 2023 
management measures — Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; Modification of the West Coast 
Salmon Fisheries; Inseason Action #17 
[Docket No.: 230508-0124; RTID 0648-XD179] re-
ceived September 5, 2025, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–1926. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s ‘‘2025 Report to Congress — An-
nual Update: Identification of Quality Meas-
urement Priorities and Associated Funding 
for the Consensus-Based Entity and Other 
Entities’’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1395aaa(e); 
Aug. 14 1935, ch. 531, title XVIII, Sec. 1890(e) 
(as amended by Public Law 115-123, Sec. 
50206(b)); (132 Stat. 184); jointly to the Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce and Ways 
and Means. 

EC–1927. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s ‘‘Fiscal Year 2022 Report to Con-
gress: Review of Medicare’s Program for 
Oversight of Accrediting Organizations (AOs) 
and the Clinical Laboratory Improvement 
Validation Program’’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 
1395ll(b); Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title XVIII, 
Sec. 1875(b) (as amended by Public Law 110- 
275, Sec. 125(b)(4)); (122 Stat. 2519); jointly to 
the Committees on Energy and Commerce 
and Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. GUTHRIE: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 3109. A bill to require the 
Secretary of Energy to direct the National 
Petroleum Council to issue a report with re-
spect to petrochemical refineries in the 
United States, and for other purposes (Rept. 
119–267). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GUTHRIE: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 3617. A bill to amend the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act to se-
cure the supply of critical energy resources, 
including critical minerals and other mate-
rials, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 119–268). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. GUTHRIE: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 1949. A bill to repeal restric-
tions on the export and import of natural gas 
(Rept. 119–269). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 
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