H3868

Madam Speaker, I have a letter from
the Department of Defense dated De-
cember 2024, which states that the De-
partment ‘‘has found that construction
of the Revolution Wind project
would not have adverse impacts to
DOD missions in the area.” I include
this letter in the RECORD.

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE,
Washington, DC, December 13, 2024.
Reference: Federal Aviation Administration
Aeronautical Study Number: 2021-WTE-
2881-OFE and 23 associated structures.
MSs. WHITNEY MARSH,
@rsted, Providence, RI.

DEAR MS. MARSH: Thank you for your par-
ticipation in the Mitigation Response Team
to assess and overcome military impacts
from your proposed Revolution Wind project
off the coast of Squibnocket Beach in
Chilmark, Massachusetts. In a letter dated
October 27, 2021, the Department of Defense
(DoD) described the potential impacts to
military operations for the project.

As a result of discussions between @rsted
and the U.S. Air Force and a resulting miti-
gation agreement signed by the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Energy, Installa-
tions, and Environment on November 4, 2024,
the Military Aviation and Installation As-
surance Siting Clearinghouse (Clearing-
house) has found that construction of the
Revolution Wind Wind project, with no more
than 65 wind turbines up to 873 feet above sea
level and no more than two offshore sub-
stations up to 228 feet above sea level, would
not have adverse impacts to DoD missions in
the area. The Clearinghouse has entered a
determination of ‘“No Objection with Provi-
sion” for this project via the Federal Avia-
tion Administration’s (FAA) Obstruction
Evaluation/Airport Airspace Analysis sys-
tem.

Our response to the FAA included a notifi-
cation that additional structure proposals or
an increase to the current maximum struc-
ture height may present an adverse impact.
We encourage you to engage DoD prior to
any proposed expansion or height increase.

If you have any concerns, please contact
Ms. Robbin Beard, Clearinghouse Deputy Di-
rector.

Sincerely,
STEVEN J. SAMPLE,
Ezxecutive Director, Military Aviation and

Installation Assurance Siting Clearinghouse.

Mr. COURTNEY. Regarding the
swarming undersea drones, Revolution
Wind has a contract with
ThayerMahan, a maritime company
that installs and operates undersea
surveillance technology using sonar
rays and pickets to keep watch and de-
tect malign activity. They protect
wind farms today. They protect oil rigs
today. They protect U.S. maritime
ports today with the finest technology.

Madam Speaker, Secretary Burgum
and his staff at BOEM should review its
own prior investigation on national se-
curity and actually meet with the de-
velopers and undersea experts in Con-
necticut and Rhode Island to learn
about the thorough, comprehensive in-
vestments and systems that were de-
veloped with the U.S. Coast Guard, the
U.S. Navy, the Department of Defense,
and the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to ensure the safe, reliable oper-
ation of the wind farms.

Madam Speaker, this halt work order
needs to be overturned quickly. As we
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heard on Friday, the U.S. labor market
is weakening, and we know the cost of
electricity is going up.

Leaving Revolution Wind in limbo
with thousands of jobs on the line is
completely unacceptable.

It is no secret that the President
doesn’t like wind power, but this
project has been permanent, paid for,
and is 80 percent finished. Leaving the
halt work order in place is hurting
working families and electric rate-
payers.

Lawsuits have been filed, and the
U.S. Government and taxpayers are
going to pay dearly for this uncalled
for about-face on a project that the
government approved 2 years ago.

The better path is to quickly lift the
order, meet face-to-face with the devel-
oper and the Governors of Rhode Island
and Connecticut to end this chaos and
get the operating engineers, the long-
shoremen, the laborers, and the elec-
trical workers back on track to finish
the job that today is 80 percent fin-
ished.

That is not a partisan statement.
That is simple common sense.

———

HONORING LIFE AND LEGACY OF
PAUL MCDONALD

(Mr. MOYLAN of Guam was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. MOYLAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today with deep sadness to honor the
life and legacy of Mayor Paul McDon-
ald, who has left us after decades of de-
voted service to our island of Guam.

Over the course of decades, Mayor
McDonald faithfully served his village,
making him not only a leader but a
constant presence in the lives of the
families he represented. His tenure as
the longest serving mayor is not just a
record of years. It is a record of trust
built through commitment, humility,
and care for our people.

From the earliest days of his service,
Mayor McDonald understood that lead-
ership in Guam’s villages is personal. It
means being present at every gath-
ering, comforting families in times of
loss, and rolling up your sleeves to fix
problems no matter how small or large.
He carried that responsibility with
honor, embodying the true spirit of
“inafa’maolek’; ‘“‘to make good with
one another.”

Mayor McDonald’s leadership was
never about titles or recognition. It
was about ensuring that children had
safe places to grow, that our
“manamko’; ‘‘elders’” are respected
and supported and that village life re-
mained rooted in dignity, family, and
tradition. Through typhoons, economic
hardships, and moments of challenge,
he stood as a steady hand and a reas-
suring voice for his constituents.

What made Mayor McDonald remark-
able was not only his longevity in of-
fice but the way he never grew tired of
serving. Even after decades, his door
was open. His voice was steady, and his
heart remained committed to the peo-
ple.
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He leaves behind a legacy that will be
remembered not just in the record
books but in the daily lives of those
who called on him and knew they could
count on him.

Guam has lost a true public servant.
We will remember Mayor McDonald as
a man whose life’s work was defined by
compassion, dedication, and an unwav-
ering love for his people.

I extend my deepest condolences to
the McDonald family and to all who
mourn his passing. May his life of serv-
ice inspire future generations to lead
with the same humility and strength.
“Si Yuwos Ma’ase”; ‘‘thank you,”
Mayor McDonald, for your many years
of sacrifice and service. May you rest
in eternal peace.

———

SCHOOL FUNDING SLASHED

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, in the past few weeks, stu-
dents returned to school across Vir-
ginia and across the country, including
my two daughters.

Unfortunately, while students were
enjoying their summer breaks, this ad-
ministration moved to slash funding
and resources for public education
across the country. Those funds are
funds that were needed to ensure that
our kids get a great education.

This administration has now illegally
withheld billions of dollars in congres-
sionally approved education funding,
forcing schools to delay or cancel pro-
grams.

In northern Virginia, our schools
have been the target of even more
funding cuts over culture wars and par-
tisan politics. This has come at a time
when Virginia is still dealing with
learning loss.

As this administration has continued
to make plans to cut even more edu-
cation funding, including at the De-
partment of Education itself, we need
to make sure that we are pushing back
and fighting back against these cuts
because our kids are worth it.

The big, ugly bill slashed funding for
Medicaid and SNAP, which families in
our community rely on to keep their
kids healthy and fed. If we really want
to be profamily, prokids, and
proparents, we would be investing in
our students, not causing chaos and
confusion by cutting resources and
making our schools less safe and under-
funded.

I will continue to work with my col-
leagues, and I hope this can be bipar-
tisan, to push back on these cuts to
education.

O 1230

COMBATING THE RISE IN HATE

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, hate has no place in our com-
munities, and that is why I condemn
the recent hateful attacks on Hindu
temples and mandirs all across the
country.
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From the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir in Indiana to the Sri Radha
Krishna Temple in Utah, sacred spaces
for faith communities have been tar-
geted with acts of hate, vandalism, and
desecration.

These are not isolated incidents. It is
part of a rise in violence. It is a part of
a rise in division in our country. It is
not just happening to temples. It is
happening to all places of worship.

Every American deserves the right to
safely practice their faith without fear.
That is why we need to continue fight-
ing for increased resources for security
at places of worship, like these tem-
ples. We must be committed to doing
more to combat the rise in hate that
we are experiencing in the United
States to ensure that our communities
are protected.

Madam Speaker, I will continue to
work with my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to do that.

SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESSES

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, since May, 33 new small busi-
nesses have officially opened in Prince
William County.

They include AlSham, a Syrian gro-
cery store and bakery; GN Banquet
Center, an event venue; Modern Re-
modeling, a restoration service;
Shotted, a Saudi-style coffee shop; My
Haberdasher, a custom suits and tux-
edo rental service; Dry Time Restora-
tion, a water damage service; Choco-
late, which I guess is not a candy store
but an apparel store in Manassas Mall;
Doyle Systems, a full-service mechan-
ical contractor; and Ebenezer Roofing.

The growth of these businesses re-
flects the innovation and entrepreneur-
ship of our communities, especially of
the folks in Prince William County. I
am looking forward to continuing to
support them as they continue to grow
their businesses in one of the best
places to do business in the country:
Northern Virginia.

RECOGNIZING HAYMARKET GAINESVILLE
LIBRARY

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam
Speaker, I rise to recognize and thank
the Haymarket Gainesville Library for
having a new collection of books in Ne-
pali.

This is part of a greater effort in
Prince William County to include more
books in other languages, including
Urdu, as part of their world languages
collection. We have a great Nepalese
community in our region, and we want
to make sure that they are supported.

Nearly 175 Nepali language books and
around 2560 Urdu language books were
received as donations by community
members. This is a testament to the
value of public libraries as a resource
to our communities and the growing
diversity of our region, as well.

Public libraries, including where our
office hosts our office hours, continue
to be an asset for all communities and
age groups. I am proud that a library
in my district is at the forefront of
being that space for constituents of all
backgrounds.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 32
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Call us back to You, Lord God. Re-
ceive us once again from the wide and
scattered lands where our own choices
have led us. Take us up into Your mer-
ciful embrace and remind us that You
have never forsaken us.

Then give us new and undivided
hearts. Grant us a new spirit, a spirit
renewed by Your forgiveness and recre-
ated by the power of Your own holy
spirit.

Remove from us our hearts of stone—
our stubbornness and obstinance, our
inclination to dig in our heels and hold
on to the reins rather than yield to
Your leading.

Give us instead hearts of integrity
and tenderness that we would obey
Your command and live lives in reli-
able service to the people whose wel-
fare You have entrusted to us.

Unto Your grace plan we commend
this day, into Your Kkeeping we offer
our best efforts.

In Your merciful name we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
TRUMP TAX CUTS FOR FAMILIES
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of American fami-
lies, Republicans in the House, led by
MIKE JOHNSON, and Senate have deliv-
ered on the promises made by Presi-
dent Donald Trump to enact historic
tax cuts.

Among the accomplishments: Take-
home pay for families will increase by
over $10,000 per year, no tax on tips for
millions of workers, no tax on overtime
for over 80 million hourly workers, no
tax on Social Security, providing tax
relief for 88 percent of seniors.

President Trump and Republicans in
the House and Senate are committed to
cutting taxes, increasing wages, and
creating millions of jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Trump is reinstituting existing laws to
protect American families with peace
through strength, revealing war crimi-
nal Putin’s lies, insulting Trump and
mocking Trump, talking lovely in the
morning, killing babies later in the
afternoon with Russian missiles.

Our sympathy to the family of Iryna
Zarutska of Charlotte, North Carolina,
on her merciless murder.

CONGRATULATING SERGEANT
KEVIN KALLINEN

(Mrs. FEDORCHAK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize Sergeant Kevin
Kallinen, who retired on August 13, for
his remarkable 45% years of service to
the Grand Forks Police Department.

Sergeant Kallinen holds the record as
the longest serving sworn officer in the
department’s history, a distinction
earned through dedication, remaining
calm under pressure, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to public safety.

He began his law enforcement career
at just 20 years old and joined the
Grand Forks Police Department in
1980. Promoted to sergeant in 1997, he
chose to remain on patrol where each
day brought the opportunity to meet
people, solve problems, and make a dif-
ference in his community.

On behalf of North Dakota, I con-
gratulate Sergeant Kallinen on this in-
credible milestone and thank him for
his decades of faithful service. His
story will live on for years to come as
a truly remarkable achievement.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina). Pursuant to
clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares
the House in recess subject to the call
of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———

O 1630

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
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