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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 2209 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Chairman, I 

move the committee do rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
HAMADEH of Arizona) having assumed 
the chair, Mr. MORAN, Acting Chair of 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, reported that 
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 4533) making 
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, 
and for other purposes, had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

f 

b 2210 

RECOGNIZING PARENTS 
CHALLENGE 

(Mr. CRANK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CRANK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the 
25th anniversary of the extraordinary 
impact that Parents Challenge has 
made in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

Parents Challenge empowers low-in-
come families to access the best 
schools for their children by providing 
critical financial support for tuition, 
tutoring, transportation, technology, 
and school supplies. School choice op-
portunities span the full spectrum of 
educational options, including tradi-
tional public schools, private schools, 
charter schools, and home schools. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating and 
thanking Parents Challenge for its 
steadfast commitment to empowering 
parents with school choice. 

Over the past 25 years, Parents Chal-
lenge has enriched the lives of more 
than 4,000 low-income students and 
their families. 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ICE IS OUT OF CONTROL 

(Ms. RIVAS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, ICE is out 
of control. Everyone needs to know the 
nightmare that is unfolding for my 
constituent and his family. 

Last month, ICE detained Benjamin 
Guerrero-Cruz while he was walking 
his dog. Benjamin is a rising senior and 
in Junior ROTC at Reseda High School. 
He is a kid who wants to serve our 
community. He has been in ICE deten-
tion for the past month, separated 
from his family and friends. 

Last week, ICE transferred Benjamin 
from California to Arizona. Less than 
24 hours later, Benjamin was slated to 
be transferred again to Louisiana but 
was instead sent back to California. 
This all occurred without his family 
knowing. 

This is why I introduced the INFORM 
Act. The INFORM Act brings trans-
parency to ICE’s decisionmaking proc-
ess and fights for the dignity of detain-
ees. 

When I visited the Adelanto Deten-
tion Facility to get answers into ICE’s 
decisionmaking process, ICE blocked 
me. I will keep fighting and seeking 
justice for Benjamin, his family, and 
all immigrants. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF WESLEY 
LEPATNER 

(Mr. LAWLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Wesley LePatner, a re-
markable New Yorker who was sense-
lessly murdered in late July. Her pass-
ing is a tremendous loss to all who had 
the privilege of knowing her. 

Wesley was a remarkable leader, an 
accomplished executive who oversaw 
Blackstone’s real estate investment 
fund, a devoted wife and mother, and a 
true force for good in our community. 

Through her work with the UJA-Fed-
eration of New York and her tireless 
volunteerism, she poured her energy 
and wisdom into strengthening the 
Jewish community, supporting Israel, 
and mentoring those who followed in 
her footsteps. 

Her life was defined by service, com-
passion, and conviction. She gave gen-
erously of herself, balancing a demand-
ing career with the steadfast devotion 
to her family. In every space she en-
tered, she lifted others up. 
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Today, we grieve with her husband, 

Evan; their children, Emerson and Jon-
athan; her parents; and all who loved 
her, including her colleagues at Black-
stone. 

May Wesley’s memory always be a 
blessing, and may her example con-
tinue to inspire us to lead with pur-
pose, generosity, and love. 

f 

AMERICA’S FORESTERS ARE IN 
NEED OF HELP 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to advocate for Amer-
ica’s foresters, who are in desperate 
need of our help. Under our current tax 
code, forest owners do not receive tax 
relief from the loss of their timber 
crops. 

We are in the heart of hurricane sea-
son, and countless foresters are left 
wondering if the next storm will be the 
one that shuts down their family farm 
for good. This is unacceptable. 

My bill, the Disaster Reforestation 
Act, offers a simple fix to an issue that 
has harmed American foresters for far 
too long. Under the Disaster Reforest-
ation Act, foresters will be able to de-
duct the true value of timber destroyed 
by natural disasters from their taxes. 
This would help provide immediate re-
lief for landowners affected by 
wildfires, hurricanes, or other disas-
ters. 

This bill will save family forestry in 
America, and I urge my colleagues to 
cosponsor this bipartisan, bicameral 
piece of legislation. I urge its imme-
diate passage. 

f 

b 2220 

HONORING SAM PAREDES 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
with a heavy heart tonight to note the 
passing of a really good friend and col-
league who I came up with in the State 
legislature, Mr. Sam Paredes. 

He was a strong, strong advocate of 
protecting all of our rights as Ameri-
cans, focusing on the Second Amend-
ment with his work with Gun Owners 
of California, Gun Owners of America, 
and through the foundation. 

Beyond that, Sam was a good man, a 
great patriot, and a great family man. 
His family was right there beside him 
working the events, working the ef-
forts out there to protect people’s basic 
freedoms on the Second Amendment. 

Sam was a man of strong faith who 
believed in God and loved Jesus and 
would always sign off each night to his 
family with: All is well in the kingdom. 
You don’t find a lot of people like that 
in the political realm there who are be-
yond politics. 

The movement that he helped build 
for the Second Amendment is stronger 
because of him, and that legacy will 
continue long after we can’t remember 
all about it. His unwavering commit-
ment to liberty and, indeed, his leader-
ship helped shape the national move-
ment to protect, keep, and bear arms. 

Beyond that, the man himself, his 
personal attention to people to make 
sure they are okay, to be that friend, 
to be that big bear of a guy, you just 
don’t see very many people like that in 
this world, especially in the realm of 
politics, as I mentioned. 

He will be severely missed. He was 
greatly loved by his family. It was a 
surprise that we lost him, and I will 
miss him, as well. 

Indeed, he was a great man and a 
great patriot. There is not anything I 
could say that even fulfills what a good 
man this is, so God bless his family. 
God bless Sam Paredes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 21 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, September 4, 2025, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–1837. A letter from the Acting Regula-
tions Management Division Director, Rural 
Development, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Removal of Obsolete Regulation [Docket 
No.: RUS-25-Agency-0167] (RIN: 0572-AC71) re-
ceived August 20, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–1838. A letter from the Under Sec-
retary, Personnel and Readiness, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing Colonels Christopher A. Fernengel 
and Matthew E. Holston, United States 
Space Force, to wear the insignia of the 
grade of brigadier general, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B); Public Law 104-106, Sec. 
503(a)(1) (as added by Public Law 108-136, Sec. 
509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 1458); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–1839. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting addi-
tional legislative proposals that the Depart-
ment of Defense requests be enacted during 
the first session of the 119th Congress; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–1840. A letter from the Acting Presi-
dent and Chairman, Board of Directors, Ex-
port-Import Bank, transmitting a statement 
involving transactions of exports to Mexico, 
pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 635(b)(3); July 31, 1945, 
ch. 341, Sec. 2 (as added by Public Law 102- 
266, Sec. 102); (106 Stat. 95); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

EC–1841. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
WA; Update to Materials Incorporated by 
Reference [EPA-R10-OAR-2025-0320; FRL- 

12328-01-R10] received August 20, 2025, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1842. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final determination — Deter-
mination of Attainment by the Attainment 
Date; 2008 8-Hour Ozone Standards; Cali-
fornia; Sacramento Metro Area [EPA-R09- 
OAR-2025-0070; FRL-12637-03-R9] received Au-
gust 20, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1843. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
California; Revised Format for Materials In-
corporated by Reference [EPA-R09-OAR-2024- 
0527; FRL-12812-01-R9] received August 20, 
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1844. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Phasedown of 
Hydrofluorocarbons: Review and Renewal of 
Eligibility for Application-Specific Allow-
ances [EPA-HQ-OAR-2024-0196; FRL-10782-02- 
OAR] (RIN: 2060-AV98) received August 25, 
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1845. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s interim final rule — Commer-
cial and Industrial Solid Waste Incineration 
Units: Temporary-Use Incinerators and Air 
Curtain Incinerators Used in Disaster Recov-
ery [EPA-HQ-OAR-2003-0119; FRL-12232-03- 
OAR] (RIN: 2060-AW43) received August 25, 
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1846. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Florida; Approval 
of State Plan for Control of Emissions from 
Commercial and Industrial Solid Waste In-
cineration Units [EPA-R04-OAR-2018-0184; 
FRL-12577-01-R4] received August 25, 2025, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1847. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
California; Mojave Desert Air Quality Man-
agement District; Internal Combustion En-
gines [EPA-R09-OAR-2023-0202; FRL-10873-02- 
R9] received August 28, 2025, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–1848. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
South Dakota; Regional Haze Plan for the 
Second Implementation Period [EPA-R08- 
OAR-2024-0609; FRL-12596-02-R8] received Au-
gust 28, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1849. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting 
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Texas; Interstate Transport Requirements 
for the 2010 SO2 NAAQS [EPA-R06-OAR-2013- 
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